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Metro's ASCAP Views Affect All Show YF AR OF THE Four Major Webs Grossed $96,000,000 
Biz; Playwrights and Seenarists Alert’ =A ‘WiNf)') In 1940, 167, Rise for New Highs 
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: Despite the ASCAP board’s atti- 6 Top Grossing Pix 6 Top Film Stars | NBC's Red and Blue, Columbia and Hh 
: tude of ‘no appeasement to Metro or Selznick Epic Carries Gable | Mutual will jointly derive this year ti 
: any other group of music publishers,’ ' : A ; | $96.000,000 gross from the sale of it 
it looks as if the M-G-M firms (Rob- ‘Gone With the Wind’ (S-I) to Fore — Fleming Leads aa “Te | time. This is $33,000,000, or 16% Ht 
bins, Feist and Miller) will renew ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) : . : . ickey Rooney |over the gross billings which pre- ii} 
; with the Society this week. It’s the ‘Northwest Mounted Police’ (Par) Director List with Hitch Spencer Tracy | vailed for 1939. The percentage rise | y 
same intent as last week, excepting ‘Rebecca’ (S-I) cock and DeMille Next— Errol Flynn is the same that existed over 1938. Wt 
| for sundry hurdles that presented ‘The Fighting 69th’ (WB) ° 9 Bette Davis As an individual network CBS + 
themselves when David Bernstein, | ‘Strike Up the Band’ (M-G) Decree Brings New H’wood Gary Cooper takes the lead for 1940 ch a tally Ly 
| Hana nie ape is Ma cadet ar Frostems of whai itself estimates will be $41,- i 


~ 


and president of Metro’s music sub- eoaninene | 060,000. Latter is a 19% increase 
sidiaries, was spurned in his requests wer the $34,539,665 grossed in 39. 
for ‘special’ considerations FOREIGN RENTALS EBB For its two links NBC estimates 








heey epi bor ge Brcer sage 4 it for 1940 a gross of $50,400,000, or 

wanted and needed ! ‘o’s_ three sadn 115% above 1939’s total of $45,244,- 

important firms in the fold, the board . 000. Broken hie by networks the 

) took an adamant attitude agains . By ARTHUR UNGAR Red will have done $39,800,000, as 

; —— pene pened 1 agg te Hollywood, Dec. 17. against $36,600,000 for '39, or a mar- 
ncluding special reservations f¢ , , g ¢, while the » will s 

' Sshewiaion rights; warranty of no in- American public, the regular film- pgtedow ote — oe ee ged 

erease in pron ‘theatre seat tax: no goers and the occasionals, paid gen- a total this time of $10,600,000, = 
change in classification, etc. erously for screen entertainment in owe jcompared to rcatyoige Pes nee. 

The reports of an ASCAP ‘consent 1940, through the boxoffices of the | Blue s tilt amounts to 22.6%. f 

| n ASC: | a | nation’s 17,000 motion picture the- éinniiaals Mutual’s estimate for 1940 is yr 

: |}atres. Severg aw re . 575,000. Last year this network di 

of Justice beef of alleged monopoly, oe oe | atres. everal new records of finan- 





decree,’ to end a long-ending ne a 
ee } 22907 + Fe 0 
cial intake were established. Higher According to Lou Martin, who is |g gross of $3,329,782. Difference be- 
| Charlie Chaplin’s ‘Dictator’ is do- | aqmission prices and lon hae wenn Gos in on the operation of the Majestic, | tween the two figures is 37.4%. - 
tee anemeavativate samet@e bicteoo . ; —— Yaterson, N raudfilmer, show 
ing comparative Ly terrific bu ae the most popular features were ac- I atel on, N. Je Vé 9 . . a ae a 
after opening yesterday (Dec. 16) business paradoxically is suffering 


simultaneously in three theatres here (Continued on page 15) from too much outside prosperity 
with $30,000 total gross. Long lines i aa ce os | brought on by the Government’s and 
' all day today. | British war spending. . ede 


} Pre and con agitation in news- Alieged Jewish Slur He claims that his house is doing \ 


IFF (| 0S] UP papers, several of which sent two ; | the poorest business in seven years, 
t ‘ — } Ie eems . S ocr Intar ¢ , > »mploy- 
raviewers who wrote divergent | | B y P| y ( though Paterson has more em} 
opinions, | created immen S- n Wa a aliSes ment now than it previously had in 


that period. The Wright Aeronauti- 


(Continued on page 55) 


yaper discu T) ° : i Ch d : 
iri cic With cinema boxoffice grosses gen- Rumpus; Dia og ange cal plant is working three shifts of a 

akties skies ie Side sor in | nen, men 24 hours a day and seven days 
By GEORGE LAIT we ic arom’ ge hic he _ =e : a week, with the a that the men Luna Park, in Coney Island, New 
Lisbon, Dec. 6 —— ieey i wth io : Lee Shubert S reported to have are too tired to go for amusements. | York, 21 acres and probably the 
As far as nightlife in Lisbon S peen sot ked Friday (13) by an irate During the day the workers’ wives, world’s large t amusement area, 18 
¢ | eoncerned, I shoulda stood in bed METRO LOOKS ALL SET edesescngirh = Pag vn led a preview per- with their new-found prosperity, are being taken over for operation this 
The town is jammed with 25,000 or | formance of Xetreat to Pleasure,’ | +,, busy shopping to go to theatres,| summer by a syndicate comprising 
more refugees, most of whom have | T0 SIGN BILLY CONN new Irwin Shaw comedy wh ch and matinee business has been| Edward and Harry Lee Danziger, 
plenty of dough to spend, but there’s | opened at the Eelasco, N. Y., last | brutal the former a lawyer, Bill Miller, 
' no place to spend it. re ° | night cues.) ted started when inhibins vaude agent, and Milton Sheen, who 
The principal debauchery begins Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. ik gaehir “ny gd =o hsv + operated the park last summer. A 
at about 7 o’clock in the evening at A Metro deal is ci tian fire for eee +) gis = _ Pathe ™ ; = UNDERTAKER S SOLDIER 10-year lease has been arranged 
one of Lisbon’s 2,500 bars. These “Sey ha ee ee a pa | Staged) took exception to lines in with Prudence Bond, which holds 





¢ 
ag 
; Ds iler ‘on ligh heaavv' »joht Oox- . . 
‘ ich tien. aa Waanines tees that Billy c ynn, light heavyweight b wel a Miami Beach scene, where dialog RADIO SHOW NSG IDEA the property, scaling upwards from 
. ing champion, now campaigning | jdentifiec neonle SE AE a te oe : 79 “ah — 
15 feet in length and all are | | E : t ae et tei identifie peopie on the beacn a be $75.000 rental the first vear to $150.- 
among the heavies for a crack at J0€ | jng Jewish 7 


jammed with foreigners jabbering in 000 the 10th, plus a percentage of 


: : 
Louis’ title. Conn and his manage! A ugh. the author ic cunmased ta 
(Continued on page 13) Falsins ies. ems ~ * as Shae , : ; : Seattle Ne 17 (Continued on page 54) 
( 1ued page 13 Johnny Ray, wet n New York con- | pave heer isle in the weitinn the Sea - 17 1 on page 54 


| 4 oe : wi shh . _dieagpatres ee — (Continued on page 55) RIRO yew or - of _ ~— , ue — . . ° ° 
= a, pines, ¢ yntracts are expected to b -Bygpiecesne — — — he Mexico City Hitlerites 
it : —. . ; ports, with possibity ot Conn ako Tracy aS Wm. Allen White ‘:s: esrceics. ‘army authorities ce Panic 8 Nabes Showing 
round Radio Lap res Susiood for couple he sponsorship. 20th’s “Man I Married’ 


in Hollywood for couple of pects to tne sponsorsnip 








weeks last winter but studios weren't Hollywood, Dec. 17 One was the funeral parlor slant 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. interested in him at that time and Spencer Tracy gets the title role Death and army morale are not nec- eee 
Etherized exploitation of filmusi- | he left without a nibble. Screen test in ‘Sage of Emporia,’ the biography’ essarily pals. A second reason fot ; Mexico City, Dec. 17. 
i Cals, which has confounded the had been arranged for month ago of William Allen White, at Metro. cancelling is that the president, C. Nazi rowdyism again panicked 
; cinema’s master minds since the full , but had to wait until a broken nose Studio recently bought the screen’ E. Butterworth, of the undertaking audiences in film theatres here over 
import of the music fight has been | Conn received in a fight with Lee rights and William Rankin did a firm. is a cantain assigned to the ,the weekend. The Hitler followers 
driven home to the industry’s top Savold healed. story treatment. | Wasnington National Guard. invaded eight nabes during the 
execs, may be partly salvaged by a screening of ‘The Man I Married’ 
Plan hatched at 20th-Fox by Darryl ~~ aaa a i aaa KS | (20th), anti-Nazi film, and released 


Oo: 
a 


Zanuck. Idea is to pick two or three | 


e 7 a é 9 tear gas and itching powder while 
numbers that may be presumed to | over f é a 0- ISIC ar they hn puted: ‘Heil Hitler. _ Smash 
achieve hit proportions, build a short way er ee ee ee 


Sand lire Ioq hefore — Sas 
around each ditty and release them if oclums ‘Hee Setore the arrives 
2 : . . , . , . . . o nalice A rnithariti. non —" 
in advance of the filmusical from Stories in this issue of Variety pertaining to the —Westinghouse cancels ‘Musical Americana’ but cane ak Rai keane: oan Gar aie 
‘ Shee : nort 7 ey were pair r th 
Which they are taken. ASCAP-BMI situation include, among many others: emphatic denials of ASCAP cause are made (page 1 report that they were paid by the 
: ne N: legatior 
Studio figures on a double benefit, 23) va ees 
. un > in »9 , 6 This is the wand antian % 
en the advance consciousness | Consent Decree’ (page 24). ——Wayne King song-title-picking program for site te _ in horiomi Roe the it 
3 » | ; ; aan . . : 2 tierites against a picture here in i 
of the tune on the patron and the —Metro hasn’t formally signed with ASCAP but Lady Esther is cancelled (page 23). pas ee eae — itm 
8pool acting as trailer Each reel | .: ? : 5 1 two week irst one forced the | 
; s ing as a traiier. macn reei is expected to (page 7). —ASCAP-BMI press front (page 25) - . > ‘Dp ’ i 
will be given enough production pr : sis y yanking of ‘Pastor Hall’ after four 
¢ Value to warrant its booking as a | —Coca-Cola transcriptions will continue to use —Authors League sees essential issue of who con- days and is preventinggthe picture 
musical short. ! ASCAP numbers (page 23). trols copyright involved (page 24), i being shown here any further, 
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riars Sat. Nite Boys Hurl Gne = 
Of Those ‘Tributes’ at Ben Bernie 


scaicsntaiitsaitiiaiaiion + 





Margie Hart to Personal 
In Court on P. A.’s Suit 


Margie Hart, stripper, was ordered 
to appear for examination before 
trial in N.Y. supreme court Dec. 20 


By JOE SCHOENFELD 
Ben Bernie, on the eve of his de- 
parture for a run at Victor Hugo's 
on the Coast, was tossed one of the 


Friars Club’s traditional Saturday 


nights ( 14) which per usual was | in connection with Edward Jaffe’s | 
more ribbing than testimonial. $75,135 suit against her. Justice 
Bernie admitted in his inning at the Ferdinand Pecora ordered the ex- 
end that he was strictly a decoy for amination and granted plaintiff 10 


days to file a bill of particulars. 
Plaintiff, a publicity agent, claims 
a contract with Miss Hart Aug. 8 
1939, for 50°. of her earnings. less | 
agent's fees in excess of $250. Con- | 


new members, but few decoys ever 
take such a double-barrelled batter- 
ing as he received. 

Al Jolson, Harry Conn, Max Gor- 
don and Bobby Clark, with the lat- 


ter evidently pulling his punches ‘act was breached July 26 by fail- 
somewhat hauled Bernie over the Ure to pay, plaintiff claims. On Aug. 


2, the stripper allegedly was earn- 
ing $350 weekly, today is earning 
$450, and will soon earn $750, plain- 
tiff claims. Defense is a general 
denial of all charges. 


coals. Bill Brandell, acting in the 
ebsence of both Abbot Milton Berle 
and the usual toastmastering Jay C 
Flippen, socked the maestro verbally 
and officially for the club; Ken Kling 
contributed a typical stag drawing 
depicting Bernie playing a new type 
violin; and Benny Davis 
of special lyrics to the tune of his 
‘Margie, which was a straight plug 
for both Bernie and the ‘Margie.’ 
Jolson, despite his infrequent ap- 
pearances as a speaker on a dais, was 
the early morning’s highlight. His 
gag on how and why he gave Bernie 
a job as soloist many years ago in 
Frisco is a classic, but not printable Nugent, a top performer and play- 
in a family newspaper. _wright for years originally wrote 
Jolson also told of his efforts to the tome as a private record of his 
sell the screen rights to ‘Wonder theatrical life to be passed on to his 
(Continued on page 52) |children and grandchildren, and de- 


J.C. NUGENT’S AUTOBIOG 
IS AN EXCELLENT BOOK 


J. C. Nugent's ‘It’s a Great Life’ 
(Dial Press; $3) is fresh off the | 
presses and rates as one of the best 





sang a set 





|a couple of fellow Lambs Clubbers 
| raved over the script. 


Linda Ware Warned | According to Nugent’s last para- 

. ° graph, the book was rattled off to a 

To Re Cautious On stenographer on the Coast in four 
Home-Town Personals 


days, which makes the excellent 

writing all the more remarkable. It’s 

a colorful, dramatic history, not only 
ee of Nugent and his late wife in the 
Detroit, Dec. 17. theatre. but of the theatre itself in 
15-year-old (Continued on page 21) 


INVOLUNTARY BIGAMIST 


—___——. 


MacMillan Jammed By 


Linda Ware, 
mount starlet, is doing plenty of look- 


Para- 





ing around before she pays another 
visit to Detroit, her home town. Last 


time she was in, during June, there. Mrs. 





was a riot at the city airport and Mrs. MacQuisten First 

she stood knee-deep in cops and | — 

process-servers sent there by her | Cleveland, Dec. 17. 

father, George Washington  Still- Aithough she has been married to 

wagon, who is seeking her custody. | John E. MacMillan, Hollwood singer, 
Linda now has written a letter | for two months, Mrs. Lillian Wylde 


to Circuit Judge Frank Day Smith 
asking his advice.whether she could 
make a personal appearance here 
shortly ‘without going through the 
trouble I went through last June.’ 
The riot at the airport was only aja 
small part of that previous visit 
(Continued on page 13) 


McMillan, former Clevelander, was 
put in the peculiar position of hav- 
ing two husbands as result of a 
divorce investigation made here. 

Odd situation was created when 
pleas judge set aside a 
divorce granted her in Octcber from 
Frederick Arthur Martin MacQuis- 
ten of London, England. It was ruled 
that she had not complied with the 


MRS. HARRY DELF, 37, il ng a year’s residence in 


and 30 


KILLED IN AUTO CRASH‘: 


commen 


equirl 
days in Cuyahoga 
invalidated the 


which de- 


eres A few hours after her divorce 
from MacQuisten, the 27-year-old 
Favetteville N.C se . é 
ayetteville, N. C., Dec. 17. woman was married to the singer 
Mrs. Jean Delf, 37, wife of Harry | and moved to Hollywood with him 
Delf, playwright and former stage . - 


comedian, was killed in an automo- a a e 

bile accident here yesterday after- Harry I ilcer May Head 
noon (Monday). Delf and their son Own New York Niterv 
and daughter were injured, as was | ? 
Mrs. Delf’s mother, Mrs. Sara Den- Harry Pilcer, repatriated Ameri- 
sen. Mishap occurred when their can juvenile. who first went to Paris 
car skidded on the wet road and,with the late Gaby Deslys in 1912, 


rolled over several times. may become the star of his own nit- 


Delf, 48. suffered serious chest in- ¢ry in New York under plans 
juries. His son, Harry, Jr., sus- | Monte Proser, with whom he first 
tained severe back injuries, and the | talked on the idea of doing an act at 
daughter, Enid, 11, received cuts of | the Copacabana, N. Y., may back 
the head, face and hands. Mrs. Dén- | him 
sen's knee was hurt. Proser’s idea is to get Jack Har- 

Among the shows written by Delf ris’ band from Ciro’s, London, and 
are ‘The Family Upstairs,’ ‘Sun latterly at the Stork Club, in N. Y 
Showers’ and ‘Six Feet Under.’ After | to round out the ‘continental’ flavor 
leaving vaudeville, he appeared in } 
the Earl] Carroll ‘Vanities’ of 1926 


and other shows. 


Soothing the Losers? 


Miami, Dec. 17. 
Hollywood Kennel Club has in- 
stalled a Hammond electric organ 
and novachord to provide music be- 
tween races for the new $30,000 club- 


Ruth Gordon’s 25th Anni 


Chicago, Dec. 17. house 
On Saturday (21), Ruth Gordon Twin organs being presided over 


here at the Selwyn in ‘Here Today,’ by Roy Parks and Richard Abbott. 
celebrates her 25th anniversary on marking first time such a combina- 
the stage. She will be guest of tion has ever been heard at a dog 
honor at a party at the Ambassador track. 


hotel after the show, with Lillian 
Gish, current in the Blackstone in 
‘Life With Father,’ acting as hostess. 

Alexander Woollcott has made a 
special radio transcription in New 
York of a 15-minute eulogy of Miss 
Gordon, with the speech to be heard 


Raft’s Vaude Date 


George Raft planes in from the 
Coast next week to do an eight-day 
persona] at the RKO-Keith-Boston 
theatre, Boston. Deal was set by the 


for the first time on Saturday night | William Morris office. 

over WBB"1, the Columbia station. Actor then goes to Florida for a 
on a program Known as ‘Celebrity | short vacation before returning to 
Circle.’ Hollywood 


hs, 


| cided to have it published only after | 


actor books ever written by an actor. , 


Being | 


' didn't 


Singing Commuters 
Boston, Dec. 17. 

Commuters awaiting trains at 
Boston & Maine Railroad's North 
Station will again join in Xmas 
carols beginning Dec. 18 for 
seven evenings, to be broadcast 
via WEEI. 

Last year 75,000 persons par- 
ticipated. Caroling is picked up 
and recorded at station and re- 
broadcast at 10:15 p.m. Del Cas- 
t and Elsie Robbins Gross 
alternate at Hammond electric 
organ, while Bill ‘Singing Cop’ 
Elliot leads vocalizing. 


( 
1] 
1110 








Q’Neill Legiter 


Basis for Serial 


InRadio Audition 


Transamerican last week recorded 
for agency audition a serialization of 
Eugene O'Neill's ‘Ah, Wilderness.’ It | 
would be based on the play and then | 
continue from there. Edith Meiser | 
did the adaptation and played one | 
of the principals. 

Other leads included Harry Carey, 
Frankie Thomas, Josephine Hull, | 
Mary Mason and Howard Freeman. 





Marx Bros. Together 
For Last Time in Next 
M-G Pic, Groucho Says 


Although the three Marx Brothers 
will make one more film for Metro 
next spring, following release of 
their ‘Go West,’ which has just been 
previewed, Groucho Marx states that 
the trio will be no 





more thereafter. 
He himself has a_e self-authored 
straight comedy (with Norman 


Krasna) he plans to produce and 
star in on Broadway in a year or so. 

Harpo Marx and Oscar Levant, 
in a gag panto musical routine, are 
primed for a concert tour, and Chico 
Marx isn't kidding about heading his 
own dance band. 

Groucho is currently holidaying in 
New York and Says he can get all his 

(Continued on page 13) 


FRED BATE DELAYED 


BY BOMB INJURY 


NBC's staff of European reporters 
is due for a _ general reshuffling 
within a week or 10 days Replace- 
ments for some of the 


: network’s 
broad h 


men 


br« ave been settled on but the 
jobs won't be officially closed until 
visas have been obtained for them. | 


Web realizes that some of the staff 
men have pretty punchy 
from the pressure of war, irregular 


rom 
hours that they keep because of the 


become 


American transmission time and lack 
of sleep and that lots of relief is com- 
ing to them. Fred Bate, head of 
NBC’s London staff, was to come | 
home for a Christmas vacation, but | 
it now looks as though the wounds | 
he received in a recent air raid will 
make it uncomfortable for him to 
travel over for another month or so. 





fred allen lowercases || 





new york. 
( VARIETY: 
am so busy i am barely getting 
the programs out every week and 
weeks, according to your 


would be better off if i 
make it. 

between the preparations for the 
picture opening [‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’], the 17th, trying to write a pref- 
ace for a book h. allen smith has 
written, and grinding out the weekly 
aspirin-bait for listeners i am doing 
16 and more hours daily. i am start- 
ing to look like the way a six-day 
bicycle rider feels on saturday morn- 
ing. 

a page-boy at nbe was fired today 
for humming an ascap tune in the 
gents’ room. wait till some of those 
singers try to sing a b.m.i. version of 
‘those songs my mother sang to me.’ 

am enclosing a little tobaeco you 
can give to jack norworth. he 
chews that ‘fancy-dan’ plug. i chew 
stuff, and respect to 


pedestrians i walk over to the east 
! 


me 
eritics, 1 


other out of 


\ 


iver, fred allen. 





FOPOOOFEOSSeseesoesses 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 
By Milton Berle 


SHE SESE SSE F ES ES SEPP POPPE PEPE OOE EGG G 4444444444444 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Drove down Hollywood Blvd. for two miles following a woman in a car 
who put her hand out at each corner. Finally discovered she was just 
drying her nail polish. 

Just found out what a talent scout is—a man who would help an old 
lady across the street-—if she had picture possibilities. 

Met an Indian brave on the Universal lot. 
column. He said, ‘Me not that brave.’ 
Albuquerque I won't buy a blanket.) 

Bruce (Lucky) Humberstone, my director in ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome,’ 
had dinner at my house. Showed him my family album and he wanted to 
know why there were no jokes under the pictures. 

A certain comedian has so many gold teeth in his mouth that he sleeps 
with his head in a safe. 


(Just for that, next time I stop af 


Broadway Dept. 

Lee Tracy opened in a play about Hollywood. (What, another?) It wag 
at the Guild theatre. The title was ‘Every Man For Himself.’ After read- 
ing the reviews they should have called it ‘Every Pan For Himself.’ The 
critics got together after the show and awarded it the Peeyewlitzer prize. 

A Broadway producer gave a chorus girl a fur coat for Christmas. It 
not only keeps her warm, it also keeps her quiet. 

Many New York night spots gave out their New Year's Eve prices early 
this year so the customers could arrange for a bank loan in time. 

Maxie Baer writes me he is no longer a comedian in ‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen,’ 
so I made him a promise that I wouldn't fight Joe Louis. 

‘North West Mounted Police’ was at the New York Paramount so long 
that the ushers were calling each other Renfrew. 

Hollywoodiana 

A patriotic quickie producer gave his latest picture to a soldiers’ train- 
ing camp. They threw it on the screen and used it for target practice. 

Humphrey Bogart has been in so many gangster pictures lately that he 


| now enters his house through the window. 


The stork is so tired of delivering babies to Bing Crosby that now he just 
flies over the house and whistles ‘Come and Get It’. 

Everybody in pictures has a stand-in. I'm different—I have a stay-in. 
After we finish shooting he stays to see that they don’t cut out my scenes. 

Had lunch at the 20th Century-Fox commissary today. Got a very fine 
steak, smothered with retakes. 

My brother caught a cold from looking out of the window. 
living next door was auditioning fan dancers. 

Had dinner at a drive-in last night. There was a mounted policeman on 
the corner. His horse neighed—and my steak neighed back. 

Music Dept. 

After the first of the year, due to the ASCAP-BMI situation, that pro- 
gram will henceforth be known as ‘The American Album of Unfamiliar 
Music’, 

Something’s wrong some place. The Duke and Duchess visit the United 
States and not one composer has written a Windsor Waltz. 

I'm worried. Suppose they don't let Uncle Don use his 
after Jan. 1? 


An agent 


theme song 


Radio Dept. 

George Washington (Lucky Strike) Hill sponsors both ‘Your Hit Parade’ 
and ‘Information Please’. Maybe the experts on ‘Information Please’ can 
tell him what’s going to happen to ‘Your Hit Parade’ after the first of the 
year. 

Heard a commercial on the air that was so good the announcer took six 
bows on punctuations alone. 

Nick Kenny has figured out a new way to get coast-to-coast plugs. He 
gets Martha Raye to sing his songs from the top of the Empire State 
building. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Ritz Bros: A Costello with two Abbotts...Martha Raye: Joe E. Brown in 
drag Gene Towne: Genie with the no-brown hair...Lana Turner: Sweater 
La Marr...Eleanor Roosevelt: Home, Home on the Train... 

Observation Dept. 

Judging by the way people drive out here everybody is auditioning for 
a stunt man’s job. 

For 364-days a year out 
hey become ‘dependents’, 

My brother is 


here they're ‘relatives’—and on income tax day 


+ 


the state of Kansas—I can't 


crazy about a girl who lives in 
see her for dust. 
Eavesdropped 


at the Rhythm Room: ‘He accomplished nothing and she's 


his inspiration.’ 


Eavesdropped at Dave Chasen’s: ‘When her brain is working it’s a vio- 
lation of the Child Labor Law.’ 
Whatever Became of———? 


Clark and 
McRae and 


Dooley and 


ad Cook 


saldwin 


Hawthorne at 
Bronson and 
Mervyn LeRoy 
Afterpiece 
to have Christmas dinner 


3ergman 
Mott 
Sales and Clyde Cooper 


Don’t know whether at Ciro’s—or buv a vacht. 


Doug Yates Matriculates | Dominguez Mex Orch 


| Enters U.S. If Petrilio 


Hollywood, Dec. 17 


Douglas Yates, son of Herbert Gi | ( Li h 
Yates, Republic board chairman, | ives t reen ig { 
ended his apprenticeship at the| — 
studio after 18 months and takes a} 


James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, is 
to be ted to § l 

l 


peclial 
permission to allow a unique Mexi- 


berth as assistant to Albert Cohen 
associate producer. 


reque 


trant 
hal t 


L. A. to N. Y. 


John Beal 

Lillian Berquist. 
Joseph I. Breen, 
Charles Bullotti. 
Johnny Burke, 

Ben Cohen. 
Norman Corwin. 
Everett Crosby. 
Donald Dickson. 
Tommy Dorsey. 
Richard Dwight. 
Francis Harmon. 
Hugh Herbert. 
Jock Lawrence, 
Arthur Lyons. 
Fred Mevers. 
George Raft. 
Charlie Ruggles. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Charles P. Skouras. 
Jimmy Van Heusen. 
Don Wilson. 
lerbert J. Yates. 


SAILING 
Dec. 14 ‘South American 
Don Francisc (Argentina). 


enter the United 
States under the auspices of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. Organization 
in question is the Dominquez Broth- 
ers, actually five brothers and six 
cousins, 

NBC will appeal to Petrillo’ on the 
issue of helping along Pan-American 
musical and cultural relations by 
permitting the Mexican talent to 
work here. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Eddie Cantor. 

Stephen Csillag. 

Allan Dwan. 

Jimmy Grainger. 

Paul and Grace Hartman 
Hedda Hepper. 

Johnny Hyde. 

Boris Leven. 

Leni Lynn. 

George Morris. 

June Pr-visser. 

Charles Sherman. 

Dinah Shore 

Eleanor Smit} 

Leonard Sp 


can orchestra to 








Tour), 


laace 
igpeisass. 


Asked him if he read my, 
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Libidolunes’ or a ‘Voluptalune”: 


lls You Everything 


+ 
vv 


Laugh-Meter Te 








It soon will no longer be necessary 
to go to a Marx Bros. comedy which 
neighbor Doakes has recommended 
only to find that you don’t enjoy it 
because it is not your type of humor; 
or find yourself howling like a 


hyena at a W. C. Fields opus while 
apparently no one else in the audi- 
ence finds it funny. 

Solution has been provided by a 
Minneapolis maker of precision in- 
struments for the U. S. Army and 
Navy. He has devised a twist on the 
standard ‘lie detector’ device—its 
real name is a psychometer—which 
classifies humor and reactions of in- 
dividuals to the various types. 

Idea—which isn’t on a commercial 
basis yet, but offers green fields for 
press agents—is that the outfit or- 
ganized by the inventor issues classi- 
fications of all comedies. Individuals | 
likewise get themselves classified. If 
their type matches up with the type 
of picture, answer is that it’s okay 
to pay your admish because you're | 
going to like it. If you're in classi- 
fication No. 7, however, and the film 
is Type No. 3—stay away. It means | 
you are a ‘voluptalune’ and the pic- 
ture is for ‘libidolunes.’ That's ter- 
rible. You won't enjoy a minute 
of it. 

Inventor of the gadget is Lee A. 
Watson, president of the Maico Co., 
Inc., which, in addition to psycho- 
meters, specializes in precision hear- | 
ing instruments and measuring de- 








vices. A former Rhodes scholar him- 
self, Watson has worked with sev- 
eral top psychologists in a serious 


classification of humor which sounds 
(Continued on page 55) 


Show Biz Yies In 
With ‘Star Spangled 
Bali’ at Hote! Astor 


Show business, from burley to/| 
opera, will play a major part in the 
first money-raising shindig for the 
William Allen White Committee to 
Defend America by Aiding the Al!- 
lies, Labeled ‘Star Spangled Ball,’ | 
it will be held at the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., Friday (20). 

Among the gadgets will be a'| 
thirst-quenching station at which 
bartenders will include a score of 
top names in entertainment; a Gypsy 
Rose Lee Room, presided over by 
the stripeuse, and a ‘Cabin in the 
Sky’ Room over which Ethel Waters 








Will reign. Orchs will be those of 
Eddy Duchin, Tommy Dorsey and 
Guy Lombardo. | 

Gypsy Rose Lee, in her sanctum, 
will be dressed in a star-spangled 
costume. One buck removes one 
star, etc. It’s a twist on the Star- 


Spangled Gals, who will dance with ' 
anyone who pins a star on them at 
$1 per star. 

Bartenders will include V 
Moore, William Gaxton, Eddie Can- 
tor, Jack Whiting, Raymond Massey 
Howard Dietz, Robert E. Sherwood, 


ictor 


Herbert Bayard Swope, Oscar 
Levant, Ed Wynn, Monty een 
and Deems Taylor. Mrs. Robert 


heru ; ; } 
Sherwood is chairman of the 
mittee in charge of the ball. 


| 
SUGGEST DOWNEY AS | 


com- 








damages as result of a motor col- 

NEW MEX AMBASSADOR lision last May, in which she sus- 
tained a brain concussion, fractured 

|ieg and cuts about the head and 

, on — |arms 

The t caper City, Dec. 17. | Singer declares the accident has 
Visit of vice-president Henry cost her $75,000 in salary and will 


Wallace was no wow as a di plo- 
matic triumph, but Irish tenor Mor- 
ton Downey, on his recent trip here, 
seemed to know all classes and fac- | 
tions and to be popular with all. 
His popularity with Mexicans was 
80 pronounced that it was jocularly 
Sugsested here he should be Jose- 
phus Daniels’ successor as American | 
ambassador, 

Downey clicked without speaking 
the lingo. He couldn't speak Span- 
ish, but he eould 
And they liked it here 


American 


iT 7 
sing 


Info-Maniacs 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

As a somewhat slight token of 
gratitude for Variety’s jabs at 
the quiz, the 1.Q., the pencil-and- 
pad programs, I give you as a 
blanket to cover both the pro- 
ducers and the listener-aficion- 
ados of these shows, the word, 
INFO-MANIACS. 

And for the givers-away, and 
the would-be receivers of some- 
thing for nothing over the air, 
the word, MANNA-IACS. 

Milton Wayne, 
Public Relations Bureau, 
Medical_ Society of the 
State of New York. 


$90,000 TALENT 
FUND FOR ARMY : 
CAMP SHOWS 








, York promi- 
nents is pre sently working on an idea 
to provide stage entertainment for 
soldiers in training in camps all over 
the U. S. Plan is to pool $50,000, 
which would be a sinking fund out 


of which performers would be paid 
for their services. 
Soldiers would pay nominal ad- 


missions for the shows, 
this going into the fund to keep the 
plan operating continuously 
non-profit basis, 

Idea gets around Theatre Author- 
ity’s nixing of free shows at 
camps, predicated on the fact that 
the camps are paying for pictures 
and charging the soldiers admission. 


STARS GET MESSAGE 
FROM BBC XMAS DAY 


Another of the British Broadcast- 
ing Co. programs from London of 
the ‘Calling All Stars’ type will be 
heard Christmas Day (25) via the 
BBC's shortwave at 8:15 p.m. New 
York time 

There will be references to or mes- 


sages for a lot of show people on 
this side, among them: 

Ronald Colman, Brian Ahearne, 
| Warner Baxter, Lawrence Tibbett, 
Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Dodie 
Smith, Oscar Bradley, Sam Harris, 


Moss Hart 

Steinbeck, Gilbert 
Miller, Fred Astaire, Al Woods, 
| Annie Laurie Williams, James Far- 
ley, Robert Benchley, James Thur- 
ber, Jean Muir, Sol Lesser, Darry] 
ZA an ud k 


Miiza Korjus Asks 1906 
For Career- Halted Crackup 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Miliza Korjus filed suit for $190.975 


George Kaufman, George 


Nathan, John 


cost more in the future, due to her 
inability to work. 


Augustin Lara, No. 1 Mex 
Composer, Enroute to N.Y. 


Mexico City, Dec. 17 


Mexico’s most famou: musical 
composer, Augustin Lara, leaves 
shortly for New York City 

He will make a visit of s 
WeeKS 


a 


| hands on 


the coin from | 


on a| 


army | 
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N.Y. PLAN T 
UP PIA all 


It Parallels Central Reading 
Service for Booksellers and 
Primed to Keep Story Dept. 
Overhead Down 


Db 


, om 











Cc 








MAJORS COOL 


potential story material for films by 
a central agency is being talked of 
in New York. Long-range possi- 
bility is that it would eliminate a 
large part of the work of the story 





department maintained by each 
major company. More likely, how- 
ever, if such a plan worked out, 


is that it would provide service for 
indie producers who cannot afford to 
|/maintain their own extensive or- 
ganizations to snoop out yarns. 
Idea, as broached to some com- 
sory is not a cooperative one, but 
ould be privately run, each sub- 
pace ell paying a yearly fee. The 
central agency would cull all new 
books, plays, magazine stories and 
any other material it could lay its 
published or unpublished, 
just as story departments do.* Each 
day the subscribers would receive 
synopses of the new stuff, plus an 
opinion as to what has picture value 
(Continued on page 55) 





| Howard Cullman Parlays 
1 Hit Legit Investment 
To Interest in 9 Shows 


| 
| 


With the idea of parlaying his 
profits on current attractions, How- 
ard Cullman, who has slices of two 
current attractions, has taken an in- 
terest in five new shows to be pre- 
sented on Broadway. Cullman, who 
is said to have made a fortune in 
tobacco, is head of the Port of New 


New plan to provide coverage of | 


| songs and tunesmiths. 





ilar 


| 


Joan Warner to Re-Stage Sponsored 


° But after the holiday 








York Authority which supervises toll 
bridge and tunne] He was re- 
ceiver for the Roxy theatre and con- 
tacts then made may have whetted 
his thirst for the stage 

Cullman has invested in idy in 
the Dark,’ being readied by Sam 
H. Harris, coming to the Alvin: | 
‘Old Acquaintance,’ presented by | 


Dwight Deere W man, opening next 
week at the Morosco: ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace,’ the debut presentation of 
Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, 
coming into the Fulton, and two pro- 
A ag of the Playwright First is 
‘Flig to the West,” opening at the 
Plymouth, ind the other s ‘The 
Talley Method,’ in rehearsal 

H theatrical ere therwise 
eall neclude f having 
piece of the f ympat of ‘Life 
Wit Fathe playing B 
(F e). Chicago a B Suc 
ce of that come ired Cul 
man expanding | tape invest- 
ments, which include the ccessful 
revi f ‘Charle Aunt,’ ¢ t 

Cu ar C ser s} nvest 
ments 1s J 3 f erly 
dramatic editor of the Times, N. Y., 
who is story editor for Paramount 
in New Yor! 


TIBBETT’S FULL SCHEDULE 


Expects to Do 45 Concerts, 13 Operas 
This Season 


Lawrence Tibbett, who resumes his 
singing career Dec. 29 with a guest 
appearance on the Ford program, 
scheduled for about 45 concert dates 
and 13 opera performances for the 
balance of the season. He also has 
two more dates on the Ford series 
and a tentative one on the Coca-Cola 
program with Albert Spalding and 
Andre Kostelanetz. His season con- 
tinues until] late May. 

Baritone was forced to cance! the 

4 if a 


i this 


Revue That Was Blitzed Out of Paris 





Xmas Psychology 
Detroit, Dec. 17. 
Patent medicine companies 
often lapse their radio an- 
nouncements temporarily a few 
weeks before the Christmas holi- 
days. The reason: they don’t 
like to talk, about people's ail- 
ments at a time they are feeling 
good, 





excesses 
people feel bad again. 








CROSBY'S 1756 


PER PIC DEAL 
WITH PAR 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Bing Crosby and Paramount : 





1, calling for three pictures a year 
for three years at $175,000 per pic- 
ture. Clause in the pact provides | 
that the crooner may do one outside 
film a year, to take the place of one 
film on the Par schedule, making it 
really a two-picture-a-year deal in 
case he decides to negotiate with an- 
other studio. His outside story must 
be approved by the home lot. 


Additional terms give Crosby the 
privilege of the final okay on his 


casting, directors, 
Deal means a 


Paramount yarns, 


minimum of $1,575,000 for the three- 
year term and whatever else he can 
collect above $175,000 per picture on 


his outside jobs. 
$60,000 Disk Deal 

Bing Crosby and Decca c! 

five-year recording deal 


osed a 
guarantee- 


ing the singer a minimum of $60,000 
a year and a percentage It is said 
to be the most lucrative recording 
deal ever made by an artist 

Old deal, which was torn up with 
two years still to go, guaranteed 
Crosby $40,000 a vea Percentage 


last 
$42,000 


cut on sales 
additi 


year paid him an 
ynal 


ANN CORIO ASKS KIT 
CORNELL A QUESTION 


Boston, Dec 17 
here with what she 
terms the ‘Hirst Theatrical Refu- 
gees’ this week, reveals she already 
has a week booked for her return 
to legit in ‘White Cargo’ at 
Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, Com 


Ann C 


r19, 


the 


next summer. 

Peeler, who made her bow in legit 
during the last strawhat seas and 
is plenty proud, demanded o Ye 
here Toes Kathe e 

N¢ booked f ne e! 


Berlin, Joan Crawford 
At Chicago Xmas Party 


Chicago, Dec. 17 
Chi Party 


Mayor Kelly’s 


istmmas 


year tomorrow (Wed.), will 
have Irving Berlin coming spe- 
cially from New York, and the Coast 


will be 
ford, 
from 
ance. 
Show, 
able 
cago, 
25.900 


represented by Joan Cri 
who has received permission 
Metro for the charity appear- 


iW- 


which will parade all avail- 
talent and orchestras in Chi- 
will perform before some 
in the Chicago Stadium 


Tilden’s Tennis Short 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

former amateur and 
ro tennis champion, returns to 
screen for the first 
as topliner in a net short at Was 


Bill Tilden, 
the 


time 


,/ 
vv 





Musical revue, sponsored by U. 8. 
luxury industries, is being by 
Joan Warner, American entertainer 
who returned last week from seven 
years in France. Miss Warner or- 
ganized a similarly-sponsored show 
in Paris and had it in rehearsal for 
almost three months when the blitz- 


set 





signed | 
a new contract, beginning next June | 


| 
| 


}as ‘Kundry’ 


krieg began on May 10 and a halt 
was forced. 

Twenty-eight-year-old femme pro- 
ducer-stripper scrammed from Paris 
the day the Germans arrived and 
rescued all the costume and set de- 
signs and the music for the revue. 
Her plan now is to enlist American 
manufacturers of the same_ type 
| goods as were represented in France, 
use the same libretto, designs and 
music, and put the show on here. 

Miss Warner had raised 1,000,000 
francs ($27,500, pre-blitzkrieg), a 
tremendous amount for a French 
j}show. She had spent about 350,000 
|francs of the money when the re- 
|hearsals had to be called off. Miss 
| Warner was doing the staging her- 
iself with a staff of top Parisian 
| names assisting her. Costumes were 
(Continued on page 55) 


62-YEAR-OLD DIVA’S 
$100,000 SUIT VS. COL. 


Minnie hitiaeeiiadiiiniaiie famous 
Wagnerian dramatic soprano in the 


early part of the century, filed suit 
Monday (16) in N. Y. supreme court 
against Cc’ bia Pictures Corp., 


seeking $106,000 damages for alleged 
unauthorized use of her picture in 
connection with ‘I'll Take Romance 
Suit was revealed by an order of 
Justice Ferdinand Pecora orderiig 
plaintiff to furnish a bond for costs. 

Plaintiff’s photograph showing her 
in ‘Parsifal,’ is the basis 
for the action. She is living in 
Milan, is 62, and made her debut 
in the U. S. as Brunhilde in 


‘Walkure’ with the Chicago Opera 
Co. in 1911, appearing subsequently 


with the Metropolitan and Boston 
companies. Columbia has entered a 


general denial to the suit 
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Proxy Fight Looms for Next Summer 
In RKO Plan to Retire Meehan Stock 


7% 
- 








Proxy fight looms when the new 
board of directors for RKO is picked | 
next summer and its personnel 
doubtlessly will decide how soon the 
Mike Meehan stock deal and other 
corporate revamping is accom- | 
plished. The proposed deal for 26,- | 
000 shares of Meehan’s Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum preferred apparently is_ 
cold until that time because the 
RKO directorate passed up the out. | 
lined corporate simplification plan 
at its last meeting. 

Present RKO board was named by 
the court to serve two years, with 








expiration of this term being next | 
July. Big fight between the various | 


financial groups in the company is 
expected to center around picking 
the new board, which now has 13 
members. 

Learned this week that a deal had 
been worked out whereby money 
would have been borrowed to han- 
dle the Meehan stock purchase and 
retire some $4,500,000 worth of B. F. 
Keith 6% bonds. Both deals, which 
would have simplified the RKO cor- 
porate setup, the announced inten- 
tion of the parent corporation, in- 
volves nearly $8,000,000 in loans. 
Part of this would have been cov- 
ered by a mortgage drawing 344% 
and a bank loan at 3%. 


of 3% on the Keith bonds and nearly 
4% on the KAO preferred shares. 


Although never officially revealed, 
$3.000,000 in the past was mentioned 
as the figure needed to handle the 
26,000 Meehan shares. 
the amount needed for loans on both 
deals indicate this is about the cur- 
rent price asked for block of K-A-O 
shares. Keith liens are listed on the 
big board but extremely inactive. 
Whole move to call in the bonds 
and preferred is predicated on a de- 
sire to take advantage of the pres- 


annual savings for the company. 
With the Meehan shares in the 
treasury, RKO would only have to 
pay 7% interest on some 15,000 
shares in the hands of the public. 


NEWSREEL THEATRES 








DeMille’s ‘Queens’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

‘Queen of Queens’ has been added 
to C. B. DeMille’s production sched- 
ule at Paramount. Follows ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ and ‘Rurales.’ One of 
his silent colossals was ‘King of 
Kings.’ 

‘Rurales,’ story with a Mexican 
background, follows ‘Reap.’ 

J. Robert Bren and Gladys At- 
water wrote the yarn and Theodore 





St. John and Alan LeMay are col- | 


laborating on the screenplay. 


LOEW B.0. POLL 
WILL CONTINUE 


Following up various polls that 








| have been made and the recent RKO 


|experiment of spotting its No. 1 fea- | 


'ture on duals at an earlier evening 


This would | 
have represented an annual saving | 


Revelation of | 


NIX NAZI PIX CLIPS 





Although German-made Nazi clips 
have been offered four newsreel the- 
atres operated by Newsreel Theatres, 
Inc., for the last two or three months, 
this group has refused to play them, 
fearing audience reaction. Even test 
showings of mild excerpts from the 
Nazi news, run recently at the 
Rockefeller Center house, were 
yanked after a couple of days’ show- 
ing. UFA is offering the newsreel 
but insisting, as the German govern- 
men vs has, that the clips must 
not be edited or a new sound track 
' 1 the materiel, made mostly by 
Nazi army cameramen. Three of the 
theatres are in N. Y.; the other is in 
Newark. 

Despite the fact that photographs 


* alwea 


received from Nazi Germany are 
printed in daily newspapers, man- 
agement of the Embassy believes | 


that motion pictures are much more 


realistic and would be resented by | 
Amer- 


the average theatre audience. 
ican newsreel editors for the most 
part have refused newsreel material 
shipped in by the German agency 
unless given full leeway to edit the 
clips as they see fit. 

By demanding this right, the 
newsreel eds believe they will be 
able to eliminate any propaganda 
matter. Anyway, the newsreel edi- 
torial staffs claim the dictation by 
the Nazi government representatives 
is adverse to the long-established 
‘free-press’ policy of the newsreel 
organizations, 


and trim. 


Powell Off Maxwell 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Dick Powell refused to waive the 
cointilt on his next option and puils 
out of Maxwell Hovse airshow after 








broadcast Dec. 26. Also off the show | 


at that time is Masry Martin, giving 
the piece a major comedy premise 
with the addition of Frank Morgan, 
who joins up Jan. 2. 

Only music on show will 
Meredith Willson’s orchestra, 


the 


be 


Early-in-the-war Nazi | 
material was employed only when 
the newsreel held the right to cut | 


| bingo, etc.: 


hour, Loew’s is seeking the answer 
to the double-bill problem as well as 
going to its public to get a line on 
star names most favored. 

Loew’s during the past week start- 
ed polling patrons at its newly- 


|opened American in the Bronx and 


plans doing the same in other the- 
atres on the circuit where duals are 
played. A special balloting form was 
printed, with patrons asked several 
questions. ' 

Fans are being polled on whether 
they prefer singles or doubles; 
whether they want screeno, banko, 
if they would like the 
main feature to go on at 9 or 10:30 
p.m.; and who is each patron’s favo- 


; | rite film star. 
ent ‘cheap’ money market and install | 


The results will be carefully sifted 
and studied in each house where the 
test is being made direct to the pub- 
lic, with the probability policies 
may be shifted in accordance with 
the voting, especially if overwhelm- 
ing in any particular direction. 

Several weeks ago RKO selected 
ithe 86th St. in the Yorkville section, 
N. Y., as a testing ground fpr differ- 
ent scheduling of the two features 
on duals there. The house threw in 
the No. 1 feature at the more con- 
venient hour of 9 to 9:30, with the 
second picture following that to close 
the house. 

Policy at the 86th St. is being con- 
tinued and- reported that the public 
seems to like the rearrangement of 
the schedules so that the principal 
film may be seen without getting into 
the theatre at dinner time or so late 
that patrons don't get out until mid- 


night. Because of the fact that busi- 
ness has improved at the 86th St 


the same may be done elsewhere. 

It is insisted in the trade, but usu- 
ally not on the exhibition side, that 
there are many persons who want to 
see only the No. 1 feature, skipping 
the lower-decker, 





Connie Bennett Seeks 
To Attach GB in U. S. 





A writ of attachment against the 


property of Gaumont British Pic- 
tures Corp. Ltd., by Patrick J. | 
Monaghan, assignee of Constance 


Bennett, for $31,487, was filed Mon- 
day (16) in N. Y. supreme court 
Actress assigned claim to Monaghan 
on Dec. 5. 

Miss Bennett sued GB in Cali- 
fornia, and on Feb. 1, 1938. received 
a judgment against it for $31.000 for 
breach of an employment contract 
made Dec. 4, 1935. The film 
pany appealed the decision 
was upheld Aug. 24, 1940, 


com- 
which 


Wilson Par Producer 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Harold Wilson inked a deal as as- 
sociate producer at Paramount under 
supervision of Sol C. Siegel. 
| Wilson formerly was a producer at 
20th-Fox. 


Par’s Film of Entire 
Football Game May 














| First film of an entire football 
game to be released to theatres was 
‘recently distributed by Paramount 
Newsreel as an experiment. It was 
released only in the territory where 
the game was played and its success 
is expected to result in making this 
a standard practice all over the 
; country next season. 
| Game was the Boston College- 


Holy Cross battle in Boston. Com- 
plete film ran slightly less than 
three reels, about half an_ hour. 


Sound track was made right from | 


the field as the game progressed and 
|the picture was in first-runs the 
‘opening show the following morn- 
ing. 

Growing demands by audiences for 
pix of their favorite contests led to 
the Par experiment. It’s not felt that 
there’s sufficient interest in any 
'games to release a complete version 
|nationally, but that there are a num- 
| ber of sectional games each year in 
which it might be profitable to re- 
lease pictures in two or three states. 


RIVOLI, N.Y., GETS RKO’S 
| KITTY, U’S ‘BACK ST.’ 


| The only ‘A’ first run in New York 
to be buying its pictures in the open 
market, the Rivoli has closed deals 
| with RKO for ‘Kitty Foyle’ and 
with Universal for ‘Back Street,’ 
with additional others expected from 





U later on this season. Deal for 
‘Foyle’ was negotiated by John 
Wright, managing director of the 


Riv, personally with Ned E. Depinet, 
v.p. of RKO. 


House opens ‘Victory,” which 
, Wright previously bought from 
Paramount, on Saturday (21), and 


from then on appears to be set on 


top-bracket features well into the 
spring. 

| One of the ace run houses of the 
country, the Riv’ has_ obtained 
lengthy and highly profitable en- | 


gagements out of ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ 
‘Beachcomber,’ ‘Destry Rides Again,’ 
‘Foreign Correspondent,’ ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ and others, leading various 
distribs to favor it for certain pic- 
tures rather than stage-show houses 
though the Riv gets the same scale 
of prices. 


Cobina, From Hossy Set, 


| Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

| 20th-Fox handed Ray McCarey the 
director chore on ‘The Cowboy and 
the Blonde,’ featuring Cobina Wright, 
Jr., and George Montgomery. 


Ralph Dietrich and Walter Morosco | 
divide the assocjate producer duties. | 


Howard Back at WB 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

William K. Howard was signed by 
Warners direct ‘Bad Men of 
Mis: scripted Robert Kent 
and Lester Cole. 

Howard’s last director job on the 
Burbank lot was ‘Money and the 
Woman’ after he had passed up the 
Knute Rockne picture as result of a 
‘disagreement with studio execs. 


| 
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Other News Pertaining to Pictures 





Oscar Deutsch resigns UA 
i aE en ae ee 
Radio reviews: Olivia 


Olsen 


Xmas boom for discs........ 


B'’way legits’ ‘suburban night’ pla 





Metro and Par join in Aussie fight 


deHavilland, 


‘ietro demands unlimtied sync rights 
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Set Vogue Next Year 


| Into 20th Hoss Opera 


—i, 


Femme Stars Beached by Taxes 





assiduously that they can’t leave 


borders. 


place in the world to be interned, 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 


Uncle Sam is playing host to two femme stars of Hollywood so 


the precincts of the United States 


unless they kick in with their income taxes for 1940. One of them 
headed for her native Canada on a war charity mission, was restrained 
from crossing the northern border by orders from the Internal Reve- 
nue Department. . The other, with a sailing trip through the Panama 
Canal in view, was cautioned to stay on dry land within the U. sg. 


The gals are free to leave the country any time they turn in their 
tax assessments, which neither of them is ready to do in a lump sum 
on short notice. They are practically interned in the U. S., the safest 


for the duration of the tax. 





Universal Asks 





Tenders for First 


Pfd. Stock: Simplify Corp. Structure 














20th Holds Johnson 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
20th-Fox handed Nunnally John- 
son a new two-year contract as as- 
| sociate producer and writer. 
Pact goes into operation when his 
present ticket expires next April. 


NAZI FILMS DO 














| 
| Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 

Blue Bird, St. Paul independent 
neighborhood house, is first Twin 

ity theatre to show German pic- 
tures, including features and news- 
reels from the Nazi distributors. 
Sandwiches them in at occasional in- 
tervals with regular American fare 
and tilts admission scale from 20c 
to 30¢ when it has them, children’s 
admissions remaining at a dime, 
however. 

Initial offering was ‘Soldaten Kom- 
eraden,’ with business reported ‘big’ 
and no disorder of any sort. Hiller 
Hoffman operates the theatre. 


Marvin Schenck to Dual 





| 
| 
' 


} 





In taking up duties as an eastern 
Metro representative on_ talent, 
working in with J. 
Robert Rubin and Al Altman, Mar- 
vin H. Schenck will also retain his 
|former post as special theatre 
partment representative and 
ant to C. C. Moskowitz. 
| Thus, no successor to Schenck will 
be named in the Loew operating 
post at the home office, nor is it ex- 


de- 


assist- 


pected that Schenck’s § additional 
talent work will require frequent 
trips to the studio. He is especially 
qualified as an expert on _ talent 


through having been an executive of 
the Loew vaude booking office for 
many years. 


| That Old Meanie Karloff 
| Afraid of B’way Audiences 


After scaring people from the 
jscreen for the past 10 years, Boris 
Karloff, who will appear in ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ comedy melodrama. 
told Howard Lindsay and Russel 


Crouse, who are producing the play, 
that he is frightened at the though: 
of appearing the footlights. 
He is not remembered having 
peared on Broadway before, but was 
with a Canadian repertory troupe 
before he went to Hollywood. Off 
the lot and stage he is one of the 
most quiet individuals, barely speak- 
ing above a whisper. 
| ‘Arsenic’ will open 
Jan. 6 at the Fulton, N. Y. Some 
seasons ago this same house had 
‘Dracula. in which Bela _ Lugosi 
chilled femme audiences as a neck- 
biter. He, too, is mentioned as re- 
turning to Broadway this season from 
the Coast. 


before 


ap- 


the week of 





| 


| ‘Mary’ to Be Tried Again 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
‘The Trial of Mary Dugan’ is sched- 





| uled as a remake at Metro, with La- , 


raine Day in the top role. 

Bayard Veiller’s play was filmed 
nine years ago as a Norma Shearer 
starrer. 


| On Theatres and Talent 


the corporate structure of Universa 
was set in motion last week when a 
special] meeting of the directors asked 
'tenders for its first preferred stock 
'and authorized the use of $1,000,- 
/000 for such purchase. Of the 
15,330 shares of this preferred issue 
| presently outstanding, the company 
| hopes to call in 10,000 to 11,000 shares 
iby means of the tender method. Lat- 
ter figure would mean an annual 
|saving of more than $92,000 besides 
wiping out approximately $70,000 in 
past due dividends owed by U on the 


Long-pending plan for yo em, | 





inviting tenders of 


stock. 
BIG IN ST | Universal is 
e these shares to be submitted to the 


|transfer agent before 2 p. m. next 
| Dec. 30, with delivery of and pay- 
ment for such stock as accepted to 
be made about Jan. 6, 1941. 


' Universal directors announced 
their intention of working out some 
new recap setup more than a year 
ago, but the market and company 
position apparently did not justify 
taking any action until now. Com- 
pany ultimately hopes to call in all 
first preferred and possibly one of 
the common issues, it’s reported, so 
that only one ciass of stock will re- 
main outstanding. This would enable 
U to save large sums annually on 
dividend distribution and _ interest. 
It also would place one class of stock 
in line to receive benefit of company 
earnings. 

The call for tenders explains that 
‘since the issuance of first preferred 
stock jn 1925, all sinking fund pay- 
ments thereon have been met up to 
and including June 30, 1941, except 
those for the years 1933 to 1939, both 
inclusive, when operating losses 
made such payments inadvisable. In 
view of current earnings, the com- 
pany feels that it can now make fure 
ther sinking fund payments. Such 
payments will be made out of capital 


surplus, since the company has no 
e-rned surplus. 

Universal reserves the right to 
reject any and £ =all_ offers. In 
this way it will be able to dictate 


whet price is considered equitable in 
nayment for the outstandi shares. 
The first preferred is callable at $110 
per re, and each share is in ar- 
rears about $65. If the average price 
paid to tenders is $100 per share, the 


noe 


sh; 


present amount authorized for han- 
dline this stock would mean that 
199000 shares would be redeemed. 


However, if the average runs at $86, 
hout 11,600 would be called in. 
Terder call explained that the first 

preferred stock acquired for the 1940 


sinking fund payments was bought 
for an average price of $86.81 per 
Sore, while the stock thus far pur- 
sed for the 1941 sinking fund 
payments was purchased at an aver- 
» nrice of $101.83 a sh2re 
‘Althouch the audit of the com- 
panv’s accounts for the fiscal year 
cneine Nov. 2, 1940. has not been 
completed,’ it further states, ‘it ap- 
from the compeny’s books that 
the net earnings after all charges, 


inc’'uding estimated taxes. were ap- 
nroximately $2,400,000. During the 
vear the company accumulated, and 
there is included in sich earnings, 
epproximately £390.000. which was 
blocked in Great Britain. The value 
of such pounds at the pre ent official 


rate of exchange is $1,560,000.’ 





Chas. Sherman’s U Pact 


Charles Sherman, w! ‘as done 
writing for a number of legit and 
vaude comics, has been signed to & 
term pact by Universal Pictures. He 
trained to the Coast last night (Tues- 
Gay) from New York. 

It’s understood Sherman will be 
assigned to scripts of pictures for 


Abt ond Costello and the Ritz 
Bros. Both teams are se‘ to make 


further. films for U. 
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UA PRODUCERS TALK ‘STRIKE’ 





= + 


H'wood Stills Run Dry 


Hollywood, Dee. 17. 

‘Lips that touch wine shall never touch mine,’ a maidenly slogan 
evolved in 1840, is being revived in 1940 in (of all places) Hollywood. 
The water wagon is trundling through the studios with Will Hays in 
the driver's seat, flicking his whip at convivial scenes in pictures. 

Official edict not only cuts all drinking bouts on the screen to a 
minimum, but eliminates all taint of rum from still pictures. Bottles, 
jugs, demijohns, steins, mugs, glasses and other drinking utensils are 
taboo. This means that film companies must make two sets of stills 
when liquor is involved, one for use as reference by the production 
department and the other, with all evidence of inebriety removed, for 
layouts in mags, newspapers and lobby displays. Under the new rule 
an actor can’t even pose with a glass on the table. 


Screen Spice, British Coin, Hays’ New 
Contract Coming Up Today (Wed. 


7‘ 
i 














Crackdown on any spice on the Remembered 
screen is expected to be one of the 
topics up for discussion when the 
Hays office board of directors meets New sound stage at Republic 
today (Wednesday). Joseph I. is officially titled ‘The Mabel 


\ Normand’ in memory of the ac- 
Breen, head of the Production Code| tress who starred there in silent 
Administration, is due in today from | _ pictures for Mack Sennett. 
the Coast and may attend the ses- —_ 
sion. Present prospect is that a 


resume of steps taken by the Hays UJ. 6. GE IS TOUCH 
office on the Coast towards toning 
down allegedly ‘rough’ material WITH SEAT TAX. 


(which is reported to have crept into 
Washington, Dec. 17. 


recent screen vehicles) likely ‘will be 
Smack-down by the Bureau of In- 


handed the directorate. Francis S. | 

Harmon, eastern PCA head, arrived | 
ternal Revenue last week cost Pietro 
Garofalo, president of the Cine-Lux 


back from the Coast last- Monday. 
Another vital matter set to come 
before the Motion Picture Producers 
and Distributors Assn. directors is 

Corp., of New York City, 

two months in jail and a deportation 
to Italy. 
Although he made returns to the 


the British frozen coin problem. It 
| Collector of Internal Revenues each 


has been handled in all intricate de- 

tails by Major Frederick Herron and 
month, the New York operator failed 
to remit admission taxes to the Gov- 


foreign sales chiefs for the past three 
weeks or more. But final decision is 
being left to the Hays directors, it 
ernment Said that he used the 
money to pay operating expenses of 
the theatre and corporation. 


is understood, because stipulations 

and varied clauses in the one-year 

PAR AND COL. IN RACE 8.8 0%¢.005"9 om 
sd forced against Garofalo for ‘em- 


pact have such far-reaching implica- | 
bezzling admission taxes 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

















collected 


asury De- 


tions 
All eight majors are covered by 
from his patrons,’ the Tre 
partment anno unced Commissioner 


the British contract for the year 
Guy T. Helvering. of the Internal 


(Continued on page 54) 
Revenue Bureau, issued a warning 
that ‘vigorous action’ is being taken 
against owners and operators of the- 
atres, cabarets, night clubs and othe 
places for chiseling on 
should be puid 


Paramount and Columbia are rac- 
ing to the line to get out shorts feat- 
uring moppet ‘Information Pleasers.’ 
Par last week signed with ‘Quiz 
Kids’ air show to use the name and 
tne kids heard on that program. Ink 
wasn't dry, however, and announce- 
ment hadn’t even been made public 
before a Columbia release revealed 
that studio's plans for a ‘Junior Quiz 
Parade.’ 

Par’s pact, it is understood, is for 
one short with options. It probably 
will be filmed at the Astoria, L. I 


8tudios during Christmas week, when 


amusement 
admission taxes which 
in to Uncle San 


Krueger Outfit to Make 


the participants are out of school Hollywood, Dec. 17 

It will be similar to the NBC radio John L. K eger Prod ons, ne 
show in every respect, with the three indie outfit, leased space on the Hal 
more-or-less regulars taking part, Roach lot to produce two pictures, 
Pius two additional youngsters se- first of whi Washington Cor 


fecled by Par and Lester Cowan, respondent 


owner of the show. not only for Leonard Ross 
brains, but for beauty. Krueger, who s understood to 
" . ’ - ™ _ anctarn +} ale tint ov 
Columbia is planning a series of have eastern backing, negou e 
‘ ; | Pry rele: > nie t 2oact na ne 
e short Format will be similar, fOr release ' e Roach bannet 


it understood, to the ‘Quiz Kids,’ through United Artists 
although the film probably will be = ‘ 
rehearsed. It is expected it will be 
made in. Hollywood with children 
Chosen there. 


U Execs Due East 


Matty Fox. Universal production 





Success of the ‘Quiz Kids’ show on exec. is due east next week to be 

shorts released by RKO has given New Year holiday. 
impetus to the Col and Par plans. | Fox will accompany home office 
Nate Blumberg and salesmanager 
Bill Scully, to New York. They have 

In H’ wood Auto Crash 1941-42 product. 
Coast Powwows 

.. " Hollywood, Dec. 17. William Scully, sales manager, 
“nest Kent, 58, superintendent of | and Joseph H. Seideln foreign 


the air and ‘Information Please’ in New York over the Cnhristmas- 
|toppers of the company, president 
Ernest Kent, 58, Killed 
Nl en , + ] e been in conclave on the Coast on 
Holiywood, Dec. 17. 
Maintenance at Fox West Coast, was distrib here from New 


head, are 


killed in an auto accident Sunday York fo: Universal production 
(15) in Hollywood. parleys. J. Cheever Cowdin is due 

He was a brother of Sidney Kent, in by plane today (Tuesday) when, 
president of 20th Century-Fox. jsession gets under way. 


$7, 000, plus } 


Two Pix on Roach Lot °: n “Great Dictator,” and 


—_—-- - —- - 


MOVE TO GUT 








Non-Partner United Artists| 
Producers Want a Better) 
Selling Deal — $65,000 
Weekly Nut in Sales Dept. | 





SETUP 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


‘Strike’ by United Artists produc- 
| ers, after completion of the output | 
due under the current season's ~" 
mitments, looms as a possibility. 

is understood that a number of g9 
owner-producers met last week 
discuss plans for coasting until 
gives them a more satisfactory bc 
tribution plan and devises means | 
whereby the producers are indemni- 
fied against losses on production 
costs. 


Meantime, deal was completed 
here between Robert Sherwood, in- 
die producer, and Elisabeth Berg- 
ner and her director-husband, Dr. 
Paul Czinner, to turn out two films 
for UA release. Miss Bergner has a 
distribution deal with UA, made 
when she was in Europe a number 
|of years ago, which has several pic- 
tures yet to go 





Sherwood provided the financing; 

Miss Bergner has contributed a play 
| which she recently purchased, ‘That 
| Was No Lady,’ and will work in the 
} pictures; and Czinner will direct. 
The trio will operate on a profit- 
{sharing basis. First pic will be 
| ‘Rings on Her Fingers.’ Sherwood 
| just wound up ‘Legacy,’ for Colum- 
bia release. 

Producers who are threatening 
stoppage of work contend that 
' UA should participate in financing 
of their product, as the company is 
showing a profit while the prospects 
| for indie film-makers are not too 
bright. They also feel that with UA 
having a distribution organization 
costing around $65,000 weekly to op- 
erate, and with distribution limited, 
domestic retrenchment should be in- 
voked to lower distrib costs. They 
figure they should obtain release at | 
a 20% charge until costs are out and | 
then UA should take more until 


both sides are even Present di 
tribution charge is 25%, with bon- 


Plan 


or lower 


uses under the Silverstone 
making reductions to 18% 
possible. 
Goldwyn, Chaplin, Korda 
Method of distribution charge sug- 
gested, it is said, would make pro- 
ducers happier and put them in 
i}more of a mood to continue thei 
| obligations. With owner Samuel 
rg marking time, Charles 
aplin isi appointed with return 
Alexander 
also displeased, non-stock- 


hol ats producers stress the point 
that they should be « idered on 
ne S f t ! ig ut é 1}0 
ty of UA p ct and b ging 1 
the majority of the gross 

Producers believe that with the 
owners inactive, they should weigh 
merits of demands of the others and 


permit Silverstone to revamp the 
SScke 


distribution setup in their favo It 


understood that Silve yne due 
here around Jan. 
| dies and owners and try to fend off 
| product stagnation. 
None of the indies, it is said, is 
readying production on pictures ton 
later than May delivery, with 


1 to meet with in 


Gabriel -ascal’s second English- 
made probably the last Edward 
Small is shuttering indefinitely, al- 


though working on script of Dumas’ 
‘The Corsican Brothers.’ His entire 
exec and working staff at General 


Service Studios will be through 
|around the end of the year, with 
| operations being carried on by a 
| skeleton crew. 





David O. Selznick’s plans are very 
indefinite. James Roosevelt, al-|! 
though holding three-year contract, | 


is not contemplating production be- 


yond his present ‘Pot o’ Gold’; Loew- 
Lewin have no future plans; Rich- 
} (Continued on page 21) 


| laying out 








Cold and Schlaifer's Status in UA 


DISTRIR pASTS May Be Affected; Producers Pressure 





P.A.’s Dream 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

‘Murder Among Friends’ at 
20th-Fox started Nov. 13 with 13 
principals and finished on Fri- 
day, Dec. 13, with plenty of woe 
between the two unlucky dates. 

Shooting was halted several 
times when Ray McCarey, Sid- 
ney Blackmer, Marjorie Weaver, 
John Hubbard and various mem- 
bers of the crew were stricken 
with flu. 


= 








vv 


Switches in major executive posts 
in United Artists’ sales department 
are anticipated shortly. Arthur W. 
Kelly, recently named vice-prez in 
charge of sales, will continue in that 
office, but changes are contemplated 
among his immediate subordinates. 


Harry Gold and Jack Schlaifer, 
salesmanagers of eastern and west- 
ern divisions respectively, will be 
principally affected. Gold is under- 
stood to be in the position of having 
lost the good will and cooperation of 
some of UA’s producers. 

Schlaifer hasn't been in good 
| health for almost two months and is 





now resting up in Atlantic City. He’s 
ah’ E k 4 been at his desk occasionally recent- 
ly, but his department has been 


- LOEWS COMMON 
EARNINGS 


Although Loew’s earnings state- 
ment for the fiscal year ending ast 
Aug. 31 is not expected to be ready 
until late this week at the earliest, 
Wall Street hears that the company 
| will show around $4.70 per common 
share, against $5.37 in the previous 
fiscal year. Despite this dip, finan- 
cial circles claim that Loew’s earn- 
ings presently are running approxi- 
| mately 50% ahead of last year, with 
the first quarter ended last Nov. 30 
expected to show more than $1 per 
common share, against 7lc in the 
preceding fiscal first quarter. 





| Favorable feature of Loew opera- 
' tions to bankers is that the company 
apparently has been building up its 
cash balance, with nearly $28,000,000 
reported on hand the first of this 


| month as compared with about $17,- | 
This has | 


060,000 in August last year. 
been piling up from surplus earnings 
and the cash written off the income 
aceount for depreciation and other 
special reserves. Along with this 
there has been no increase in the 
funded debt in the past year. 
Reduced Overhead 

Another favorable angle, from the 
banker viewpoint, is that Loew’s has 
reduced studio 
this year, and currently is reportedly 
able to make a first-class feature for 
considerable less than a year ago 
It’s reported th where Loew’s was 
$2,000,000 a year ago fora 
single feature the tudio now i 
geared to make successful boxoffice 
films for less than $1,000,000. Com- 
pany admittedly is counting heavily 
on profits starting early in 1941 from 
the general release of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ at considerably reduced 
rentals 

While the company is assuming a 


operating overhead 


realistic attitude toward losses in 
the foreign market income from 
,oew’'s circuit operations are credit 
ed with running nearly 7% ahead of 
last year Where Loew’s is reputed 
to have obtained around $5,000.000 
from Great Britain operations in the 
vear ended last Oct. 31 tt may secure 
little more than $3.000.000 in the 
forthcoming per} rd Ev en that 
amount may be shaved if bombing 
necrease in England But the com- 
pany has already reflected this de- 


ciine in exp¢ rt revenues, 
allocating only 25°. of film costs 
against foreign business instead of 
35% as formerly done early in 1939. 

Loew’s directors voted an extra $1 
divvy melon on the common stock at 
the meeting held last Wednesday 
(11), as well as the regular 50c divi- 
dend. This makes $3 that the com- 
pany has paid or declared for pay- 
ment this year on the common. Both 
the $1 extra and regular 50c is pay- 
able Dec. 31 to stock on record Dee 
20 


currently 


Markey at Col. 


Hollywood, Dec. 17 


virtually running without him under 
the supervision of his assistant, 
Seymour Poe. Schlaifer, neverthe- 
less, has also done several special 
jobs for Kelly recently, and Kelly 
has repeatedly maintained to the 
press that the western division man- 
ager will remain with the company. 

Until the switch of Kelly from 
foreign to general salesmanager, Gold 
‘and Schlaifer held cooperative 
autonomy, being responsible only to 
Silverstone. This grew out of a de- 
sire to hurt neither man by elevat- 
ing one above the other to the post 
of g.s.m. No other company divides 
the country in two as UA does and it 
is thousht likely that this bisection 
| may now be ended. 

There was general dissatisfaction 
with the division of the sales depart- 
ment and Gold was on at least two 
occasions—one only a few weeks be- 
fore Kelly’s appointment—on the 
verge cf being named sales chief. 
Something, however, arose each time 
to prevent it, the last being the de- 
mands of a number of producers for 
Kelly. It is understood that Walter 
Wanger and Edward Small were 
particularly active in seeking a 
change. 








COL’S ‘SPECIAL’ SALE OF 
‘ARIZONA’ BRINGS BEEF 


{ 
Columbia’ 
selling ‘Arizona’ as a special, instead 
of on its regular contract, has caused 
a squawk from Allied States Asso- 
ciation. “Organization maintains that 
Wesley Ruggles picture was prom- 
ised on Col’s 1939-40 schedule and 
there is no provision in the exhibi- 
tion contract for its being sold as a 
pecial 

Sidney E. Samuelson, an exec of 
both Philly and National All ed, in 
a letter to Col rye n ! .b? 
Montague, declared ‘Columbia’s fai l- 
ure to deliver the Renan last sea- 
son led exhibitors to believe that it 
would be on the 1940-41 contracts 
and many signed up in that belief.’ 

Series of 11 questions is asked in 
Samuelson’s letter, including: 

Is the picture to be roadshown? If 
‘Arizona’ is excluded from current 


contracts, will Col ask more for it 
than is stipulated to be paid for pic- 
tures in the highest backet in said 
contract If Col asks as much or 
more for ‘Arizona’ than is stipulated 
to be paid for pictures in the highest 
bracket, will Col recognize the right 
of its custome) to cancel out an- 
other picture the highest bracket? 


Will Col demand orr quest that ex- 


hibs increase admission 


_ Seiter’s U Dual Deal 


Hollywood, Dec. 17 
William A. Seiter inked a deal to 
produce and direct two features for 
Universal. 
Currently Seiter ; directing 
Deanna Durbin in ‘Nice Girl’ on the 


same lot 


WB Renews Grainger 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Edmund Grainger tract as as- 


, 
s cont 


Gene Markey is at Columbia to sociate producer was renewed by 
initial a three-picture deal. Warne 

Lead th his own yarn, ‘The ‘Current production 1olce is 
Great Laa*® 4 ckou 
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FINANCING MAY BECOME 


TOUGHER 


FOR INDIES AS RESULT OF DECREE 








An Indie Pic, Packaged with Four Others, May or 
May Not Come Off So Well on Distribution 
and Money Also May Be Tied Up Longer 





Financing fears have already been 
felt because of the new system of 
selling which goes into effect on the 
1941-42 season, with sources declar- 
ing that Wall Street and cther finan- 
cial circles are indicating an early 
dubiousness about the changeover 
for the industry. Individual pro- 
ducers may be seriously affected, 
with one of this group stating that 
already they are leery downtown 


about putting up money and are 
starting to ask questions. 

Outside producers no doubt will 
obtain release the same as in the 
past, before the financing is up, but 
what appears to be causing worry is 
whether or not a film company may 
be able to dispose of an outside- 
made film as profitably, in the event 
it isn’t socko. Another angle, in the 
event an outside-financed film is a 
hit, is whether or not it may suffer 
by being packaged with four clucks, 
thereby greatly reducing its market 
possibilities. 

These are all contingencies, how- 
ever, and if a producer getting 
money fer a picture turns up with a 
‘dog,’ it might be carried through to 
better results than now when can- | player contract. 


cellations exist. That could occur in | Metro signed Al Siegel as vocal 
the event the poor picture was coath. . 


grouped with one or more good ones | 
which every exhibitor would want. | 

So far as the producer himself is | gp e * 
concerned, his worry is to avoid bad | M 
pictures but on top of that he also | é ove 
may face another problem. Regard- | 
less of the merit of the films he has | e ° 
made in the past, the financing ele- | 
ment is seemingly concerned over | 0 Smiss 
the time it will take to get the 
money back. This is no less im- e 
portant to the film companies using 
their own dough, e e omp alin 
it is expected that every company 
will attempt to produce further; United Artists, Universal and pos- 
ahead so that a substantial backlog | sibly Columbia will ask federal 
of film will be on hand for screening | Judge Henry Warren Goddard in 
as well as packaging. |New York on Jan. 7 to dismiss the 

After grouped and screened, time | amended complaint against them on 
will then be consumed in the nego- | the grounds that the complaint con- 
tiations between buyer and seller | tains much superfluous material, and 
which in some cases may take weeks | fails to state a definite cause of ac- 
or months if obstacles on deals are | tign against any of the three non- 
encountered. After that, then it is a 
question of playoff and collections, | 
further delaying the time when the 
money will come back on _ the 
original investment. 

Producers releasing through 
United Artists, Columbia and Uni- 
versai, who are not party to the con- 
sent decree, may have less trouble 
getting the necessary financing but 
this is also a question pending actual 
operation of the new selling system 
for the other five majors. As com- 


paniés, UA, Col and U may or may 
not have advantages, a question 





Studio Contracts 


' 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Superior court approved Martha 
O’Driscoll’s minor contract with 
Paramount. 

Andrews Sisters signed by Univer- 
sal for three pictures a year. 

Leonard Elliott inked actor pact 
at Universal. 

Alberto Vila drew player ticket at 
RKO, 

Warners bought Hattie McDaniel’s 
contract from David O. Selznick. 

James Anderson drew an actor 
ticket at Warners. " 

20th-Fox picked up Laird Cregar’s 
option. 

John Howard inked Columbia con- 
tract. 

Leni Lynn signed to a player pact 
at Republic. 

Elaine Morey drew a player ticket 
at Universal. 

Metro signed Jeanette Bate as 
dancing instructor for young play- 
ers. 

Warners handed Jack Carson a 

















So that packages of five can be 
made up for the best possible results, 








theatre owning companies. 

An affidavit of Edward C. Raftery, 
attorney for UA and Universal, states 
that ‘the complaint in its present 
form as against the latter three non 
theatre-owning defendants contains 
references to the theatre-owning dis- 
tributors plus all the allegations of 
their theatre monopolization. It is 
in no way a plea setting forth 
a controversy between the Govern- 
ment and the non-theatre owners. 
The Government should be com- 
pelled to set forth the alleged con- 
which can’t be answered now. fo ree Beeerntey B veristeg or 

Columbia is expected to join in 
this plea. It has been learned that 

| James V. Hayes, head of the consent 


Hawks Quits ‘Outlaw’ James V, Hayes, head of the consen 
. " |decree department of the Depart- 
After Tiff With Hughes ment of Justice, and principal author 


of the consent decree, has left the 
ey film suit, and is now engaged in a 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. food case, in which Hayes’ former 
Howard Hughes, producer of ‘The head, Paul Williams, is prosecuting. 
Outlaw’ for 20th-Fox release, took Stephen Doyle, special assistant to 
over command of the picture follow- the attorney general, is now in 
int resignation of Howard Hawks, | Charge of the film suit, but whether 
orivinally signed for the job under a | Hayes will return to try the suit 
salary and percentage agreement. against Columbia, UA, and Univer- 
Hawks pulled out when Hughes in- , Sal has not yet been decided: 
sisted on a picture budget of $1.500.,- 
000. which, Hawks contended, would 
have reduced the chances of realiz- | 
inz on a percentage basis, 
Director is considering assignments 5,700 
at three other studios. One of them | 
is the Jesse L. Lasky production, | 
‘The Story of Sergeant York,’ at 
Warners. Hughes will handle ‘Out- 
law’ personally. 


Colbert’s New Par Deal 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Claudette Colbert was signed for 
two more years at Paramount under 
a deal calling for one film a year. 
Two more pictures are still to be 
made under the old pact. 

Next is ‘Skylark.’ slated to start in 
January with Mark Sandrich as pro- 
ducer-director. 








LOEW’S BONUSES 


Employees to Share 


Xmas Melon 


in 





At board meeting of Loew’s yes- 
terday afternoon (Tues.) approval 
| was given to Christmas bonuses in 
which approximately 5,700 employees 
of the company will participate. 

Employees earning up 
week will be eligible. 
{the company a year will get two 
| weeks’ salary except that the total 
will not exceed $50, while those with 
Loew’s six months will receive one 
week’s extra salary but not to ex- 
ceed $25. 

Paramount is reported planning 
an extra week’s salary for all of its 
employees on the payrolls up to $50 
a week, 








# 


The Relic Parade 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Universal’s scouts are prowl- 
ing junk yards and rental mar- 
kets to load up on ancient jal- 
Opies, such as the Pope Toledo, 
Stoddard Dayton, Stevens Dur- 
yea, Winton and other relics of 
the early gasoline age. 


The old rattlers will be re- 
vamped as mechanical extras for 
the Vanderbilt Cup race in ‘Back 
Street.’ 





to $40 a} 
Those with | 








$50-Per-Day Fees 
F or Arbitrators 





Arbitrators sitting on film cases 
|arising out of the consent decree 
jare not going to get fat on the fees 
‘they will receive for their time, and 
the $50 per day specified in the de- 
cree itself will be very rare. 

Entirely on its own initiative, the 
American Arbitration Assn. is lay- 
jing plans to set a scale of fees for 
arbiters that will drastically hold 
down the cost of hearings, thus 
| greatly lightening the burden on the 
distributors and exhibitors who will 
| have to share equally in bearing that 
overhead. 

Action of the AAA is taken inde- 


pendently of the Department of Jus- 
tice but it will advise with D. of J. 
attorneys on this, as well as other 
matters relating to the consent de- 
cree, as they come up. Reports two 
weeks ago were that the D. of J. 
favored a sliding scale on arbiters, 
|with pay to be in accordance with 
length of hearings, importance of 
cases considered, etc., but stated in 
| Washington then that any such plan 
'was up to the AAA. It is now 
ilearned that the AAA has deter- 
mined on such a course and will 
severely hold down the fees the ar- 
biters on the various 31 film boards 
|panels will be paid. 
| While in some exhibitor circles ex- 
ception has been taken to the costs 
theatre operators will have to stand 
under arbitration, it is 
that the AAA itself has received no 
protests from exhibs but is anxious, 
however, to keep arbiters from get- 
ting rich off the industry. 

The AAA, of course, had no hand 











in the drafting of the decree but was | 


not pleased with the clause under 
which arbiters would receive up to 
$50 per day for hearings for a day 
or any part thereof. Its displeasure 
stems partly from the fact that hun- 
dreds of persons are seeking to get 
on the panels because of the pay pos- 
sibilities, but more largely because 
arbiters of the AAA are not paid 
anything in settling disputes of any 
other industry using the association’s 
machinery. It has over 7,000 arbi- 
trators on 
dustries. 
Unofficially it is felt in the trade 
that if it takes an arbitrator only 


a half hour or so to hear a case. he | 


shouldn’t be paid $50. Also that if 
an arbiter at that scale sits on a 
case five or six days, a total of $250 
lor $300 would seem excessive. Fees 
of $55.000 for the three members of 
;the appeals board sticks, however. 
| J. Noble Braden, executive secre- 
tary of the AAA and exec director 
.of the 31 arbitration panels to be 
‘set up for films, will work out the 
fees that are to prevail for arbiters 
in these tribunals when he -returns 
to New York Jan. 5. 


Jinxed All Around 


| Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Jeffrey Lynn drew a _ suspension 
from the Warners payrol] 
refusal to play the male lead in 
| ‘Jinx Woman,’ a remake of the old 
Bette Davis starrer, ‘Dangerous.’ 
Studio is figuring on dropping the 
picture from its production schedule 
Jas result of casting difficulties. 
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To Be Whittled 


understood | 


its panels for other in- | 


for his | 


Of People and Places 


By THE SKIRT 





Best dressed woman of the week: 
MYRNA LOY 
‘Third Finger, Left Hand’ 
Capitol, N. Y. 











Myrna Loy in Long Coats 

At the Capitol theatre is another of those wacky comedies, called ‘Third 
Finger, Left Hand.’ Myrna Loy is the heroine, and, as always, is Myrna 
Loy. Dolly Tree dresses this miss and does very well by her. As the head 
of an establishment Miss Loy appears first in a nicely tailored suit made 
with a belted coat. A suit of a checked silk is worn with a hat that looks 
like a basket of cherries, handle and all. House coats are Miss Loy’s long 
suit; she always shows something different. One is especially good-look- 
ing. Of a light material, it has a yoke back with full shirrings. The front 
has wide pockets. A formal evening gown is of the halter type in white 
with lovely draped skirt. A black velvet suit sports four white bows down 
the front, the hat matching as to bows. A checked jacket is worn with a 
plain skirt. A hat of the beret type has one quill. There are several small 
hats. 

Little Bonita Granville, grown to quite a young miss, is nice in a party 
frock of white tulle over rustling taffeta. She wore several one-piece 
shirtwaist dresses all well tailored. 





The Ballet—Beautiful but Dusty 


The theatrical season, well launched, is now perfect with the Ballet 
Russe (Original) housed at the 51st Street Theatre, per S. Hurok, the ballet 
monopolist. Saturday matinee generously attended by children. ‘Carnival’ 
is very gay with pierrots, clowns and the girls in yellow and white ballet 
dresses. Some are in three-ruffled costumes with long white panties show- 
ing. Hair worn in long curls is covered with poke bonnets. The ‘Valse 
Noble’ has as soloists Miles. Golovina, Leskova, Obidenna, Popova, Razou- 
mova and Svetlova. The males are Alexandroff, Ismailoff, Matouchak, 
Orloff, Runanine, and Toumine. Extra soloists are Miles. Couprina and 
Melnikova and Mmes. Macaieff and Nicolaieff, 

‘The Firebird’ is beautifully done with Tamara Toumanova as main toe 
mistress. Mlle. Toumanova is an exotic brunette and wears, for this num- 
ber, a short ballet costume consisting of pink and white feathers with gold 
bodice. Her pink tights show the effects of a very dirty stage. The twelve 
girls in with bare feet suffer also from the stage. Their bare feet were 
black. The robes were Russian in design of white with gold embroidery. 
Tamara Grigorieva has the lead and is also in the Russian tunic. The 
‘Spectre de la Rose’ number has Irina in a white dress made simply with 
full skirt and high waist bodice. Roman Jasinsky flys through the window 
with the agility of Nijinski. 

The final ballet, Prince Igor, is beautifully staged with all the old mag- 
nificence. 








Lamour Versus Jodhpurs 


The Paramount tearly show on Wednesday) audience in raptures over 
Rosemary Lane. This young woman wows in a manner not often seen. 
Just wouldn't allow Miss Lane off the stage, in spite of the fact that Henny 
Youngman is on the stage also. Youngman, with his well-known foolish- 
ness, had to take a back seat. Miss Lane sings song after song and her 
infectious laugh is good to hear. Her gown is a full-skirted affair of an 
ice blue shade. The skirt is of a material that looks like satin and silk 
forming a plaid in the ice shade. The bodice is silk made perfectly plain 
with tiny sleeves and the only trim is a row of diamond buttons down 
the front. 

The film is nice simple opus called ‘Moon Over Burma,’ starring Dorothy 
Lamour. As a cabaret singer Miss Lamour wears the usual ruffled skirt 
opened down the front. It is dotted in large spots and has a velvet hip- 
line. Midriff is bare and the bolero top is heavily embroidered with white 
beads, while the throat has rows of the same beads. There is a white 
tailored suit with patch pockets, and a halter type sunsuit of white also. 
In tropical countries white dominates and all the simple one-piece dresses 
are of this color with but one exception, when a print is substituted. 

Doris Nolan, the only other woman, is in tan jodpurs with white shirt 
and a white suit followed by a long white gown trimmed with jeweled but- 
tons, 





Slimmer and Taller 

Madame Sonia Rosenberg had her midwinter showing recently. She’s 
made clothes for important women of our stage for the last 35 years. She 
has the knack of making fat women look slimmer and short ones taller. 
That is the secret of her success and another thing is that her clothes don’t 
yo out of style. 

In the new collection the medals went to the evening frocks, that is 
where Sonia shines. Some are form fitting, one in particular of white 
erepe had double bands of red and purple running from neck to hem. 
Another black tight skirt had a peplum bodice of solid jet. But it was 
the buffants that caught the fancy of the room full of women. One silver 
| Jame was a four-way dress. The beautiful model appeared in the dress. 
| Jt was at first a silver lace skirted dress with bolero. Off came the lace 
| skirt and was a straight lame gown with bolero, and discarding the bolero 
it was a lovely evening decolletage, then the lace skirt was thrown around 
the shoulders making an entrancing cape. Many of the gowns were em- 
broidered in silver and gold and an accordion pleated dress of chiffon was 
sprinkled in diamond studs. 

The sports clothes for Florida were particularly lovely, for the most 
part consisting of one piece dresses with long cloth coats. One black dress 
had an intriguing collar of white embroidery. 

In the gathering were Dorothy Hall, Pauline Saxon, Brenda Dolin, Mrs. 
Rose Gershwin, Mrs. Marvin Schenck, Mrs. J. Lubin, Madge Kennedy and 
Mrs. George Washington Kavanaugh with her daughter, Mrs. Warner. Mrs. 
Kavanaugh told an interesting story of her famous chinchilla. She bought 
It from an ex-sweetheart of a king for $60,000. Tiring of keeping the coat 
in a vault, Mrs. Kavanaugh has built a refrigerator vault in her own home 
| for her furs, 





Mrs. Leslie Carter’s Story 

Palace had “The Lady with the Red Hair.’ To the passersby it prob- 
_ably means just another picture, but to oldtimers it means the life of Mrs. 
| Leslie Carter. Although Miriam Hopkins as the star does a swell synthetic 
job, she hasn’t the glamour of the woman she is picturizing. Claude Rains 
however does catch the spirit of David Belasco, especially in the years 
when the famous producer had snowy locks. Helen Westley is an ideal 
theatrical boarding housekeeper and Laura Hope Crewes in a mother role 
does her stint well. The clothes worn by Miss Hopkins are of the period 
(early '90’s). Milt Anderson did the clothes and he utilized yards and yards 
| of lace. There is hardly a costume worn by Miss. Hopkins that didn’t have 
| some sort of lace trim. Materials ran to the silk variety. In the zenith 
of success, the star does wear some very beautiful evening clothes. Don't 
know if lame was a material of those early days but lame does play an 
important part in some of the picture version dresses. 

Moire silk is true to form. Miss Hopkins’ hats are either sailor or the 
huge affairs turned up at one side showing the high hair comb now back 





4 ~ ’ : . -+rancely 
again today. Laura Hope Crewes’ two evening wraps are strange!) 
familiar. Perhaps she or someone else has worn them in other picture 
especially the ermine stoll and black velvet coat with ermine collar. 
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Philadelphia Variety Club's Shindig 


Voted a Slightly Colossal Wow 





By JOHN C. FLINN 
Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 


Patriotism and preparedness shared 
the spotlight with charity and help 
for under-privileged American chil- 
dren at the eighth annual Variety 
Club banquet, Tent No. 13, which at- 
tracted a capacity crowd of 1,000 
showmen and their friends to the 
ballroom of the Bellevue-Stratford 
on Thursday (12). Postmaster-Gen- 
eral Frank C. Walker, charter mem- 
ber of the local club unit through 
his years as an executive 
Comerford theatre circuit, was the 
guest of honor, sharing the head- 
liner place with Jay Emanuel and 
Dr. Leon Levy, retiring and new 
chief barkers, respectively. 

From the social viewpoint the af- 
fair was among 
events of its kind in theatrical cir- 
cles of the past decade. Guests in- 
cluded state and city officials and 
executives from every film company, 
theatre organization and_ radio 
group. The New York contingent 
numbered several hundred. 

John H. Harris, of Pittsburgh, 
founder of the Variety Clubs and 
national barker, was seated at the 
head table and at his own 
was not included among the speak- 
ers. But he failed to escape from 
the attention which his charitable 
work and leadership focused on him. 
U. S. Senator James J. Davis turned 


the spot on Harris by recounting 
the incident of 16 years ago when 
a group of Pittsburgh theatre men 
adopted and undertook sponsorship 
of a foundling baby girl who was 
found in the Sheridan theatre. On 
this rock of kindness the Variety 
Clubs, Yow numbering 24 in leading 
key cities, were organized. Dr. Levy 


announced at that the 
will take 
of the 
funds 


Springs Foundation. 


the dinner 
Philadelphia organization 
over the entire responsibility 
President's birthday drive for 
for the Warm 


Check for $2,000 was handed to Alex. | 


ander J. Stoddard, superintendent of 
schools, for special equipment in the 
S. Willis Martin Orthopedic School 
for children. 

Shindig started with a bang when 
guests were seated at two long dais 


tables. During table service Benny 
Fields emceed from a full stage at 
one end of the ballroom Accom- 
paniment to numerous acts and spe- 
cialt was provided by Benny 
Meroff’s band. Latter put in a full 
evening as his own unit closed the 


show with 25 minutes of fooling 
Among guest entertainers were Vin- 
cent Lopez, Peter Lind Hayes, Ed- 
mund Lowe and Ann Dvorak, the 
Roxyettes and others. 

Ben Bernie was toastmast ter, han- 
dling the lengthy program’ with 
much skill. In addition to the chief 
guests, speakers included Harold G. 
Hoffman, former governor of New 
Jersey; John B Kelly, democratic 
leader of Philadelphia: Spyros 
Skouras, head of National Theatres; 
Major-General Clifford H. Powell. of 
Camp Dix, N. J., and Senator Dav 

Jack Beresin was chairman of the 
general committee. His co-worker: 
were David E. Weshner. entertain- 
ment; Ted Schlanger, dais; Earle W 
Sweigert, reception; Edward Callow 
publicity; Hilleary Brown, tickets; 
Charles A. G Odwin, printing; Ben- 
jamin Fertel. dinner and Milton 
Rogasner, seating. 

Out-of-town guests included Bar- 


ney Balaban, Joseph Bernhard, Ned 
E. Depinet, James R. Grainger, Ar- 
thur W. Kelly, Louis Krouse, Abe 
Montague, William F. Rodgers, Wil- 


liam G. Van Schmus, Herman Wob- 


ber, Bob O'Donnell, Steve Broidy, 
Max A. Cohen. Tom Connor, Harry 
Gold, Leonard Goldenson, Rube 
Jackter. Carl Lesserman, Jules 
Levey, M. A. Lightman, Leon Netter, 
John G. Paine, William Sussman. 
J. J. Unger, 


Louis Weinberg and 
Robert Weitman. 





Dinner wound up about midnight. 
arty . . 
Party ended with late winter sun- 
rise, 

Bert Stearn Installed 
Cleveland, Dec. 17. 

er stall ation of Bert M. _ Stearn a 
Variety Club's sixth chief 


of the| 


the outstanding | 


request | 


banquet for other new officers for 
the 1941 season last Saturday (1 ) 
at the Hollenden Hotel was the big- 
gest shindig of the year for the 
Cleveland tent, magnetizing nearly 
200 theatre men and out-of-town 
film execs. 





Gran Heads Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Dec. 17. 
L. F. Gran, head of Standard Thea- 
tres Co. has been, elected chief 
| barker of the Variety club, succeed- 





ing Oscar E. Olson, business man- 
ager of Motion Picture Projection- 
|ists’ union, Local No. 164 (AFL), 
| (Continued on page 21) 





| 
‘St. Louis Suburban 
Nabe Stenched; IATSE 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 

The stenching last week of the 
Ozark, in Kirkwood, residential sub- 
|urb, marked the first trouble since 
Sept. 1 when approximately 100 
members of IATSE, Local No. 143, 
began a house-to-house canvas to 
25,656 residents 
Webster Groves to tell their side of a 
dispute with the owners of the Ozark, 
Osage and Kirkwood theatres, 
cated in the two towns. On Sept. 1 
the owners of the cinemas refused to 
sign a new wage contract 
would have put two instead of one 
projectionist in each booth. The 
union men were replaced by non- 
union workers and the picketing be- 
gan. 

Last week while 600 payees were 
watching ‘He Stayed for Breakfast,’ 
some one broke a quart bottle that 
had been wrapped in paper and rags 
and which contained stench 
The customers did not tarry for the 
rest of the program. 

Robert Thomsen, business repre- 
sentative of Local No. 143, 
claimed any knowledge of the stench- 
-ing. He said members of the Local 
decided to personally tell their story 
to each householder in the two 
communities. They 
Thomsen said, that the 
were locked out, that all other 
flicker theatres in St. Louis County 
employ two men in each booth, and 
that two-man operation in St. Louis 





union men 


is mandatory by ordinance as a safety 
| 


measure 


Denies Any Knowledge 





RACKET fH CHARGES B&K. Consent’ Finally Settled; Will 
Now Conform With Major Decree 


PRUBED BY 0.0. 


Inquiry Around 1937 Strike, 





vestigation 


—_———--—— 


QUESTION IATSE 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Los Angeles city and county au- 
thorities are making a combined in- 
vestigation of asserted labor racket- 
eering in the film industry to de- 


termine whether there is sufficient 
evidence to warrant placing it be- 
fore the new Grand Jury. The pre- 
|liminary inquiry 
around the 1937 studio strike and 





| several labor deals that have been 


made since the walkout ended, par- 
ticularly the takeover of local unions 
iby the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. 





| the office of District Attorney 
in Kirkwood and | 


lo- | 


fluid. | 


dis- | 


are explaining, | 


Several studio members of 


known to have been in contact with | 
John 


Dockweiler. Others have been ques- 
| tioned by Wallace N. Jamie, special 
investigator for Mayor Fletcher 


Bowron and who was instrumental 
in uncovering the San Francisco 


| poiice graft. 
which | 


New York and Chicago angles also 
are reported being checked with 
reference to long distance telephone 
messages and telegrams from prexy 
George E. Browne, of IATSE, and 
other officers of local unions here. 
Affidavits have been taken from of- 
ficials of the telephone company 
and of both wire services. It is 
understeod these pertain to mes- 
sages relative to the takeover when 
the International grabbed control of 
Technicians Local 37, 


It is understood th 
rell, 
ing Picture Painters Local 644, will 
be questioned or has already been 
asked about an offer of $55,000 in 
connection with demands of the 
Studio Painters. Sorrell scorned any 
deal 15% wage 
increase 

The 
has been 
inquiry, 


at Herbert Sor- 


sted on a 
for his members. 
Department Justice also 
active in making a separate 
but have been cl 


xia -ienmd 
aiiu 44191 
of 


Se- 


(Continued on page 52) 





with N. Y., Chicago Angles 
Also Scrutinized — Dep’ t| 
of Justice Making Own In-| 





| Theatres, 
is being ceniered | 


the | 
| IATSE, as well as other crafts, are 


expelled many | 
members and then scuttled the union, | 


business representative of Mov- | 





Rained Out 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Heavy rains have put a damp- 
er on all outdoor film production, 

This is seen as the start of the 
rainy season, so exterior shooting 
has been postponed for weeks. 








Midwest Circuit’s 
Conspiracy Suit Vs. 


Co-op Comes to Bat 





Detroit, Dec. 17. 


Pending in the Federal court hire 
for some time, the suit of Midwest 
the circuit operated by 
Raymond Schreiber, against the Co- 


operative Theatres of Michigan, 
{charging them with conspiracy, 
finally has come to trial before | 


Judge Frank A. Picard. 
The suit originally was filed over 


a year ago but preliminary ma- 


neuvers, which included postpone- 


| ment of the trial on July 18 and later 


|in September when the court ruled 
the suit would take too long on the | 


| busy summer docket, has thrown It | 


back 
have been 


to now although both sides 
contending they were 


| ready to go to trial. 


In their opening statement, Schrei- | 
ber’s attorneys declared that the | 
extensive Cooperative had used its 
weighty buying power to prevent the 
plaintiff from getting pictures, in 
violation of the anti-trust laws. 

In the defense statement the posi- 
tion was taken that the Federal 
Court does not have jurisdiction as 


Interstate commerce is not involved | 


—the both companies operating in 
Michigan—and thus there could be 
no violation of the Federal anti-trust 
laws 





Brooklyn Folly’s Suit 
examine Edward 
Haines and Harry 


Application to 


Schnitzer, Roy 


Decker, of Warner Bros., before trial | 
will be made to the N. Y. federal 
court today (Wed.) by the Folley 
Amusement Holding Corp. in con- 
nection with its anti-trust action 
igainst all the majors, Republic and 
Monogram 

Action seeks damages of $750,000 
for allegedly puttir the Brooklyn 
Folly theatre out of business by 


i denying it product. 
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Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Consent decree case involving Bal- 
aban & Katz and the eight major 
distributors, which has been hanging 
fire in Chicago since 1938, was-finally 
settled last week. Of the 11 defend- 
ants charged with violations of the 
Sherman anti-trust act and of the 
1932 consent decree, eight were dis- 
missed of these charges and three 
were fined. 


Balaban & Katz Corp. was fined 
$5,000 and costs. B. & K. Manage- 
ment Corp .was fined $2,500. and 
Paramount Pictures, Inc., fined $2,500, 

Charges were dismissed against 
Barney Balaban, Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures, 20th Century-Fox, RKO Radio, 
Universal, Loew’s, United Artists and 
Vitagraph. 

Three corporations which were 
fined accept the decision nolle con- 
tendre, which means that there will 
be no further consent. The only 
stipulation is that all present consent 
decrees affecting the companies will 
| be modified to conform with the re- 
pet consent decree entered into in 
New York. 


Decree Dates to 1932 


Chicago consent decree had been 
set up in 1932 before Judge Charles 
|E. Woodward, the same judge who 
|sat in om the present case. Judge 
| Woodward at that time found them 
| guilty of conspiracy to monopulize 
|and restrain interstate commerce in 
the distribution of exhibition of mov- 
ing pictures in violation of the Sher- 
man anti-trust act. Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office in 1938 filed charges 
against the defendants, claiming that 
they were violating that 1932 consent 
decree and were coercing independ- 
ent theatre owners. 





Entire case was referred to Mes- 
ter-in-Chancery Edgar Eldredge, who 
rade the recommendations. 

In general the Chicago consent 
| decree will be revised to fit in with 
the New York decree with one im- 


| portant exception, and that is that in 


Chicago an independent circuit, even 


though having more than five thea- 


inde- 
per- 


be considered an 
exhibitor, and thus 
mitted to enter a complaint. In the 
east any exhibitor, whether affili- 
ated or not, is considered a circu't if 
he controls more than five theatres. 


tres, will 
pendent 


° 
UA, U and Col. End Fight 
To Call Off Govt Suit 
The expected explosion of legal 
argument by attorneys for Columbia, 
United Artists and Universal failed 
to come off this week, as on Friday 
(13) the three majors withdrew their 
applieation to stay the Government 
from proceeding with its three suits 
against independent circuits and the 
majors. The three smaller majors 
had been sveking to stay prosecution 
of the Schine, Griffith and Crescent 
until such time as the Govern- 

st them in 


al ; biggést case again 
NW. Y., had been decided. 

Much oratory had been wasted in 
the Federal court at a previous h 
ing before Judge H¢ Wa 
(Goddard on Dec. 5 to show the court 
the impossibility of attempting to 
(lefend all actions together, ven 
two at a time. The court w L 
pressed, and ordered Robert L, 
Wright, special assistant to the at- 
forney general, to see Thurman 
Arnold, and get a listing from the 
attorney-general of the time the suits 
were to be tried. Depending on the 
declarations of Arnold, the court in- 
dicated that while it would not order 
the other suits to be held up, it 
would grant additional time for 
preparation to the three majors. 

On Thursday (12) the majors 
the U. S. got together with the 

partment of Justice agree 
form the three companies of the 
order in which the suits would be 
tried, and also agree to try them in 
an orderly fashion. Thereupon oa 

majors withdrew their obie ns, 
Suit was put over to Jan. 7, one yee 

three majors have until Jan. 10 to 
ask for bills of particulars, and until 
Feb. 5 to file ans to the new 
complaint Tria! is exnected to get 
nder way by April, 1%41. 
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8 EXPLOITATION 


‘Santa Fe’ Junket Costs WB $30,000, — 


VARIETY 
Condon, Braden Paving 


Wednesday, December 18, 1910 


Brazee Displaces Jack Keegan as WB 





_— 











Friday 13th Jinx Hits New Mex. Preem 





The Way for ‘Fantasia’ 


Advance men for his advance men 
were started on tour by Walt Disney 


Wisc. Theatre Head; Exchange Briefs 








+ last week to plug ‘Fantasia.’ Three- + 
month round of the first 30 cities in ; : 
By ARTHUR UNGAR Road Company Preem which the musical fim will play was | CLIFF LEWIS EAST ON Jack KeezanMilwaukee. Dec. 17. 
Santa Fe, Dec. 17. | begun by Richard Condon, Disney Jack Keegan, district manager of 
Se ; a et ne A Warner Bros. Wisconsin theatres, 
Warner's pilgrimage to Santa Fe Redlands, Cal., Dee. 17. publicity director, and Frank Braden, 


from east and west of some 250 play- 


ers, newspaper folk and studio execs Santa Fe, N. M., of ‘Santa Fe . ; of WB Venetian, Racine, Wis., and 
,ded here Sunday morning (15).| Trail’ had an ultra-modest rival Bros, circus in the spring. Cliff Lewis is coming east in Jan- | Marcel Brazee, formerly of Chicago, 
— : : . a al for ine | t} ing of R * blic’ Condon and Braden will be hitting r 4 will b laced i ome | who recently handled the Racine 
Weather here was unusual for w € here in the opening of Republic's some enete eenthle & Seet a mane ua y on “ il e piace in some house, moved into the job Keegan 
western group, which had to trail Texis Terror, a run-of-the- iz : a. Ree aneiean din tee in | capacity, as yet not worked out, in| heid as state chief. 
through snow and slush, but the| range action picture with Don | 0@'ore Fania “ae om, than | Commection with exploitation for 
eastern gang pronounced it as the| Barry in the saddle. a, ps hee ani ian joer Paramount. Detroit's Building 
usual thing and were somewhat | Entourage invaded the citrus - k neh pr comiiiiiee. Soe Matter is to be discussed with Detroit, Dec. 17. 
cramped in their endeavor to enjoy| town by bus. as long as the boxollice bears UP. | Lewis when Bob Gillham, director of] Both new building and remodeling 
mountain sunshine that they had ex- | While out, Condon and Braden will | publicity-advertising at the home of-| continues heavy here. The Presi- 
pected. not only do press-agenting, but look fice, goes out to Hollywood. Gillham, | dent, nabe owned by Bernard A. 
Opening festivities began when P Sh d A d over possible theatres. Long-distance | meantime, is giving consideration to} Brooks, will have new sound and 
east met west at Lamy and jour- ress, ove roun job by the pair of p.as is said by exploitation expansion essential to | projection equipment. He also is 
neyed together into Santa Fe on Fri- | | The Will C h the Disnev office to be an attempt = next year’s selling under the con- —" a new house in River 
day the 13th. The expedition wound | n atres, l atc clear me vo —e gd ee | sent decree. The Oliver, recently taken over by 
up in a blaze of glory the following | , ° Re Oe & "ete y Lewis last week was replaced at! Moule & Newman, will also be re- 
night with the world premiere of | Pix on Studio Screen city where it is currently playing. the studio as publicity-advertising | modeled with new front and mar- 
‘Senta Fe Trail.’ | director by George Brown. He was | uee. Also redecorated was the 
More than 20,000 people lined the | a | ¢ ; formerly in charge of advertising at etroit, owned by M. Fine and Max 
streets of this town to watch the } Hollywood, Dec. 17. KITTY FOYLE BRUSHOFF | the home office. Spot for him east ———. ee ee ee 
galaxy of stars and players taking | Film critics from now on will pre- lon exploitation, whatever it will be, | Detroit. the Television, a built 
their bows on the ‘covered wagon’ , yijew motion pictures in the privacy BURNS UP WB IN PHILLY will in no way affect the status of | for Saul Sloan. Nearby Melvindale | 
platform between the Alley and of studio projection rooms instead Alec Moss. also will get a new house, starting in ? 
Lensic theatres, oposite each other, sists oe 


Warners’ ultra-big premiere in 








of mingling with the public in thea- | 


who's doing the special chore before 
he returns to p.aing the Ringling 











PAR EXPLOITATION 


located in Milwaukee for last decide, 
has been transferred to management 





the spring, the Mel being put up by 


while Rudy Vallee m.c.'d a street tres) New system was adopted by | Philadelphia, Dec. 17. ame * ‘ — noe lp trea sind rig 
ad i ike get by ag in the the Producers Association to expe-| Officials of the Stanley-Warner | Flight Command § Air on Ry Fy 300. tr be Hor OW.” 
Varner Iand cruise, us Was aNn-' dite work for members of the dail Co. are burned at the brushoff they r - oe ‘ ‘ 
other of those WB trips over the y a - ¥ Keeler is constructing. 


Sonta Fe, where the comforts of all 
were the first consideration and the 
excheauer going for some $30,000. 

It was 60 hours of continuous 
merriment for the visitors and the | 
guests who arrived here to partici- 


press and trade papers. 

Under the old order the preview- 
ers were often lost in the shuffle 
while non-press observers grabbed 
the choice seats. 

Another reason for the shift is an 


got from RKO when they asked that 
members of the cast of ‘Kitty Yoyle’ 
be sent here for the world premiere 
of the film at the Boyd Dec. 27. 
With huge trainloads of stars 
coming to preems in whistle stop 





Christening Runs Into 
Gob of Dirty Weather 


Washington, Dec. 17. 


. 
Schine’s New Oswego House 
Buffalo, Dec. 17 
Schine Circuit uncurtaining 
new house at Oswego Xmas Day. 
Ben Wolf, Metro auditor, will be 
on duty at the local M-G Exchange 





its 





; vie estimated saving of $80,000 through towns in the past, they feel that for the next two months 
oe me eS ee Annie Oakleys hitherto bought by RKO’s turndown is an insult to a| Ultra-ultra in promotion was| Bob Conlin being succeeded at 
= ogo —— S Me eit the studios. Under the theatre pre- city the size of Philly, especially | achieved Sunday (15) when Metro) Hipp by Norman Freeman. 
wound up with a grand farewell view system the operators turned with a film that has had the bally- | appropriately christened its new pic,| Paul Schlageter leaving Shea's 
party on the 14-car special that the 


California contingent lived on dur- 


ing its stay here. 
Santa Fe was all 


set for driving 


over 400 tickets to the studios for the 
added attraction but the producers 
had to lay it on the line for 400 
more at full admission price to take 





hoo and buildup of ‘Kitty 
(Much of the action in the picture 
takes place here). 


Foyle.’ | 


‘Flight Command,’ by hiring a Penn- | 
plane to) 
| ferry a group of newsmen to Kitty | 


sylvania Central Airlines 


Hawk, N.C. 


Buffalo for other work, succeeded by 
Robert Sherk. 

N. Dipson’s Bailey’s new manager, 
M. Meyer, succeeds Don Harpule, 


| 

Friday 13th jinx away immediately Gare of friends. relatives and other < RKO told all or earned bags mae Ba bse = me “ee i | who has joined Navy. 
after the arrival of the guests, so in °° % — — . é ~ sige Brescen stars could be sparec because ey | cessful airp ane igh Paap en er- Schine closed the James, Syracuse. 
the Plaza Square they had a gigantic Camp fohowers. Publicity observers | were tied up on new pictures at tained the passengers with-a special _ Leo Murphy has left Pam-o-Film 

ee we i ha ‘Rasey Man? usure the cost at $160 per preview present. The much-awaited preem | showing of the film aboard the air- Exchange to represent Alexander 
—s wa gage mentee ‘oo Avra for approximately 500 public screen- has boiled down to a contest for the | liner te and Previews in Buffalo terri- 
a eady P ir . a ee ee ‘ies - fae <a } 2 ory. 
Errol Flynn could put his torch to the oe eee SRsOrtIOR of Philadelphia's Kitty | First hitch encountered was due Schine’s Rialto of E. Rochester 
kindling, Olivia De Havilland be- Foyle’ by a jury, on which Christo- | to the weather, which prevented the | now being handled by John F. Al- 
came ill on the train, could not be GABE YORKE MAY GET pher Morley, author of the book | ship from landing on the sandy | cock formerly of Ashland, O., who 
at the ceremonies and after spending =h aves ~ on which the film is based, is €X-| North Carolina shore, Plane was | Succeeds William C. Brimme basatah 
couple of hours in a local hospital pected to serve. The gal will be) routed, instead, to Pittsburgh. With a Renpened tne Walden, 
was rushed by plane to Los Angeles. | UA EXPLOITATION POST en On 6 MONE OF the spots men- | fourteen guests aboard, P. C. A. ex- ane Canter adds third lnk -to 
Bob Taplinger acted as escort and | tioned in the book, and will “attend | oiteq every effort.to make the in-| his chain by taking over the Hux- 

aes the opening with a member of the : = 


returned via plane late in the after- 








novation a success. The first ‘air- 


ford, Skaneateles, formerly opérated 


noon, Then May Robson was also! G. S. ‘Gabe’ Yorke is understood | S°C!@! set. showing’ of a major motion picture , by_C. Huxford. 

effected by the altitude and was sent | to hold the lead in consideration for | ‘ : was m.c.’d by an official of Metro. | 7 5 ee re now ee ag 

to Albuquerque. Jules Buck, a news | post ex itati anag W | B 1 4 0 ” i ets IY uddy Freeman, formeriy wit 
» a 1  s Ss pe ' of xploitation manager of rig ey uys Guests of the airline and the film S(t. Miheates and Gerrecuse thea- 

cameraman, got a touch of flu and| United Artists. Spot will be va- ? ’ company were impressed by the) tre organization ; 

—_ ge to a — i cogge ap cated Jan. 1 when Monroe Green- Ducats to Piu ‘Baines’ stunt. Agreed, however, that the| Matthew Wind replacing Vernon 
ait got a bit of a cold, too, retired thal moves up to the pub-ad direc- g subject matter of the picture was| Bundrock on the staff of Shea's 

to his stateroom and headed for | tor job from which Lynn Farnol has oem not exactly appropriate. Buffalo Art Studio. . 

Hollyw ood. That was all before | resigned. Hollywood, Dec. 17. Taking off from Washington, the! , Samuel Yellen is taking over 
Tio Coco’ went up in flames. There 


were no other ill omens. 


| Yorke is now doing exploitation | 


Pyramid Pictures, RKO and the 


airliner ran into rain and fog. Hair- 


booking duties of Dipson Theatres 


ror r UA ij idwes Yo | wy: : : during the army service of William 

ics dace Sear tid, neds work for UA in the midwest. He’s | Wrigley gum outfit closed a $280,000 raising shots of planes falling in Saasen . " 
receptions, Indian dances, band sf swing age iy ne deal to ballyhoo the picture, ‘Scat- | flames, parachutists bailing out and| Jimmy O'Shea, son of Metro's 
certs and a Grande Costume Ball at eae. f * inate studios, ad) tergood Baines.’ Money represents | other spectacular air-catastrophies E. K. O'Shea, member of Shea's 
S ¢ rs Ve Ss < é manager } lic . anager } met Ral . : 4 2 > -] arwvie -4 fF , atte ling 
~-0g Sa -—leaaepar ye iad penyser Se F anager of Fox, pu licity manager | the cost of 1,400,000 admission tick- | were less appreciated than they | Buffalo s¢ rvice staff while attending 
‘ ; : Pivite este of Fox and Fox-West Coast theatres, | ets to be distributed by Wrigley to ; ay - .| St. Joseph’s College here, now re- 

stars and visiting players took bows Bie) | might have been in the safe confines | ~';. 

ars and visiting players — S. | p.a. for Fox first-runs on Broadway, | gum dealers throughout the country. of an F street theatre | Siding at the Buffalo A. C. ' 
Town had that 1860 spirit in costume, advertising manager for the Roxy! ‘Scattergood’ is currently in work is ccnp Senate and Marlow, forme: y 
4 ft a t ~ t ‘cas! ‘ YT y . : ” PY sy > y 4 se ed « 4 k \ } 
etc.. and it fitted the occasion per-| theatre, N.Y., and head of the Ad-|at the RKO-Pathe studio with Guy Too Realistic | operated by M. Konczakowski, will 


fectly. 
Saturday the mob went to an alti- 
tude of some 9,000 feet at Hyde Park 


| vertising Advisory Council 
Hays office. 


of the 


Kibbee in the title,role. Pyramid is 
producing for RKO release. 





To some of the flying scribes, the 
realism was a bit overdone, because 
of the situation and the weather. 


henceforth be bannered unde 
tion of Mac-Alt Amus. Co 
Opening of Warners’ new Babock 


Opera- 





le of | ¥ a — — Wellsville was heavily attended 

Ski lodge, where they had a Ski-ball ‘ > Others complained that the small | by Sie. dietten 

oe eee te ee Seer oy ae ae: screen which had been installed fell —— 

Santa Fe Sports winter club. After- oris Orres in hgs down. that the Hehts went out at! Mrs. Purdy’s Setback ; 

iy seis g — nd oo one point, that the sound effects were Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 17 


after which a ceremonial dance was | 


so loud at first that they nearly ‘blew 


Suit to void lease of Strand to 
H. G. Carroll Theatre. Inc., was dis- 


indulged in by the Indians at St. ! : ’ ee pemengers Cut of the pine. missed last week by Supreme ours 
Francis auditorium. Later. of course, Or In Other Words He $s Ballyhooing His Own More squawks —— ‘registered | Justice Benn Kenyon, wine ned = 
_ , ee when the sound track flivvered com-| complaint failed to state fact suf- 
there was a parade around the thea- Fil ° l inhale anand th fect of the! ficient for legal action. Justice 
(Continued on page 53) limusica paStesy, a ing ee oo | Kenyon gave Mrs. Florence L. Purdy 
ees ace old-time silent films—without bene- | : ; te ag hes 
cece caneeeeice ae —_ , |of Ithaca, 20 days to amend her 
fit of sub-titles. 


WB Hooks Up Marine 
Corps for Historical Short 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
WB landed special tieups with U. 
§. Marine Corps and local recruit- 
ing station for its historical short, 
*March On Marines,’ last week. Ob- 


Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 

| All things considered, ‘the standard 
of motion picture quality is high, but 
if Hollywood producers would only 
| realize that the United States covers 
something more than the distance 
between Ciro’s and Chasen’s in Hol- 





lywood, films would be even better,’ 
in the opinion of Boris Morros, Par- 


| tragedies. ‘There’s a tendency in 
Hollywood to make war and anti- 
Nazi problem movies, but this trip 
convinces me that this is all wrong, 
and that’s the message I’m carrying 
back to the Paramount Jot,’ asserts 
Morros. 


Picture quality is improving and 





Most of the picture, however, was 
enjoyed and appreciated. Grousing 


finally was confined to the fact that | 


cigarettes were not allowed, for fear 
of igniting the film. Another beef 
was recorded when the plane failed 
to land at Pittsburgh because of 
weather conditions. 


} complaint. 

Mrs. Purdy sued as a minority 
| stockholder of the Estate of Kate C. 
Curtis, Inc., owner of the Strand. and 
alleged her brother and two sisters 
conspired with Carroll through or- 
ganization of the Carroll corporation 
with interlocking directorate to lease 
the theatre for inadequate considera- 
tion. 

Benjamin J. Farber, 


attornev for 


tained lists of all men in Marines will continue to improve, Morros Despite red many stomachs, inter- | Mrs. Purdy. said she would peal 
from this district and then addressed | 2Mount producer, feels, as advances are made in tech- rupted continuity of the fim and Fuitice Weapon's valing 61 file an 
the following postcard to their Here on a tour of leading cities in | nique, skill grows with experience failure to put down at any of the amended complaint, 
parents: connection with trade and press | and more and more of the best minds specified destinations, passengers ag 

‘Dear Friend—Because your son Showings of his current release, ‘Sec- are enlisted for the photoplay art. stated they had enjoyed most of the Singelow in Seattle - 
is serving his country in the U. S, ond Chorus,’ Morros expressed the |While many bad pictures still are | Picture. Film showings on regular ; Seattle, Dec, 1%. 
Marines, you will be particularly in- belief that better pictures will even- | turned out. the quality of production trans-continental flights were pre- aden, vig errs Goliea hk “tist eyes 
terested in seeing ‘March On Ma- tuate if other producers will follow today is the highest in history, and | dicted, with one observer comment- | Denver to Seattle United Arties «xe 
rines.’ a thrilling picture in tech- his lead and feel the national pulse it will climb further in succeeding ing that double-features might be) ot a 


nicolor now playing at the Stanley. 
It shows real Marines at work and 
at play and perhaps your son is in 


it.’ 








by contacting exhibitors, salesmen, 
branch managers and the lay public 
first-hand to learn what they want in 
screen entertainment and to study 
their viewpoints and reactions as 
well as to give ‘the American scene 


years. he thinks. 
The cutting off of the European 


; markets may turn out to be a bless- 


ing in disguise for the film industry 
and, in the long run, create the 


used by the coast-to-coast bus ser- 
vices to while away the hours. 
Guests were buoyed up for the 
occasion by a blowout at the Ward- 
man Park hotel before the group 


who moves to S. F. 


Caldwell’s House 
Toledo, Dec. 17 
Walter S. Caldwell, 10 years mun- 
ager of Loew’s Valentine here, and 
for the past two months affil.ated 





’ ine aan ereetoct Senaetrs in its history for — ed on get Walter Pié- | with Loew’s Stillman, Cleveland, has 
Fred Bartow’s Par Berth ‘:,27%°ve"" exhibitors as well as producers, | eon, star of the picture, was in| Tecigned to become’ president and 
s own talks with exhibitors, ex- Morros believes. charge. | managing director of Esquire Thea- 
_— change men, taxicab operators, ‘It will cause producers to concen- Washington preem of the film was tre, Inc., company formed to operate 
shicago, Dec. 17. clerks, etce., during his current trip, trate on the domestic market, and | staged at the Capital last night, the new Esquire theatre. The 1,000- 
Fred Bartow has been elevated to have convinced him that in these there is no ceiling to that market,’ | (Tues.), preceded by a banquet at ; Seater will open Feb. 1. 
publicity chief for all Paramount present troubled times the general declared Morros. ‘As times become 


distribution in this territory. 


run of people want music and com- 


better and purchasing power grows, 





the Carlton hotel which was flung 
by Howard Dietz, Metro’s advertis- 





Roy, Curley Uppeu 


rt f i+} i i . : Albany, N. Y., Dec. 17. 
Bartow, formerly with Metro, edy in their films, he says. On every the domestic market will expand by | ing head. Gen. George C. Marshall, | Andy ee Ree? been transferred 
i ‘ few weeks at j } jec]s : ae —— é 7 * : ‘ a A J tlds ae pak " 
joined Par fe Ww weeks ago handling sone he de ; lares, he has found ade- leaps and bounds. And better pic- army chief of staff; Admiral Harold | from “‘managership of WB Strand ‘ 
special exploitation on ‘Northwest mand for the so-called ‘lighter pic- | tures built solely for domestic con- | Stark, chief of naval operations, and here to Stcntey, Utica. toking the ; 
Mounted Police’ in Michigan and , tures’ and an aversion to propaganda, sumption will stimulate the boxoffice |other notables were at t*> head! place of the Jate William A. Haynes 
Wisconsin. problem and sociological dramas and , immeasurably.’ | table. (Continued on page 53) 
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Santa Good to Chi Turnstiles: 
‘Alley’-Kitty Carlisle Peppy 366, 
‘Annie -Vaude $16,000, H.0.s Forte 


v 





Chicago, Dec. 17. 

Despite the shopping duties, the 
public is finding time to patronize 
the theatres, and the grosses for this 
pre-Christmas season are better than 
they have been in years. There can 
be no real alibi, except product, for 
any theatre failing to make the 
grade as the fans indicate a perfect 
willingness to buy entertainment as 
well as Xmas presents. 

‘Tin Pan Alley’ looks to be a 
bright money-maker. Started out in 
excellent fashion in the big Chicago 
and headed for a happy gross de- 
spite any and all seasonal opposition. 

Palace theatre has just about 
switched to a Tuesday get-away day 
policy. Again opens a new pair te- 
day. © Double 
Dick’ with 


‘Hit Parade’ 


tion here. 


Plenty of hold-over films around | picture. 


the downtown area. ‘Escape’ goes 


into its third week at the UA, and | split with ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), ‘Ladies 
‘Arise My Love’ takes a third ses- | Live’ (WB) and ‘Lion Wings’ (UA), 
| light $1,000. 


gion also. ‘Nellie Kelly’ goes into 
a second loop week, as does ‘The 
Letter.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Arise Love’ (Par). Third loop 
session and headed for okay $4,500, 
after taking neat $6,000 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — 
Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and stage 
show headed by Kitty Carlisle. Pic- 
ture is up the alley for the general 
fans, and selling ducats to the pace 
of $36,000, brilliant at the season. 
Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB), sagged 
somewhat after strong start but 
wound up smartly enough at $33,- 
800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—'‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). Here from 
week in the Roosevelt and going for 
$4,000, mild. Last week, ‘Zorro’ 
(20th), finished three loop sessions 
to meek $3,800. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Girls 21’ (Col) and vaude with Ha- 
waiian Show and Aunt Jemima. 

atisfactcry $14,000. Last week, 
Dulcy’ (M-G) 
peo plus George Givot and 

nita Louise, $15,400. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep). 
week, ‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Sandy 
Man’ (U), $8,300, poorest film show- 
ng in some time. 








is headed by ‘Bank | Love’ 
coupled. | (Select), 
House has been pushing along on |‘Laddie’ (RKO) and ‘Meet Missus’ 
fine handling by the RKO organiza- | (Rep). 
|highbrow support of the Paderewski 





} 
| 


{longer than in 
| has 


and Johnny Davis | 


Open today (Tuesday). Last | 


|ping all the play 
|dented buying spree. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65-_ 


75)—‘Letter’ (WB). Moved here 
from the Chicago and will manage 
$8,500, good. Last week, ‘Nellie 
Kelly’ (M-G), snagged fair initial 
week money at $8,200. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and vaude 
With Will Osborne band. Combina- 
tion is attracting profitable coin at 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Kit Carson’ 
(UA) and John Boles heading vaude 


bill, came in with $14,700, fair 
é€nough. 

_United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
85-55-65-75) — ‘Escape’ (M-G) (3d 


wk.). Norma Shearer-Robert Tay- 
lor names on the marquee have been 
pulling them, and will garner $7,500, 
good coin for a third week at the 


time. Last week, exceptionally fine 
$10,000. ‘ 


OMAHA NOT WORRYING; 
‘WESTERNER’ OK $8,800 


Omaha, Dec. 17 

Annual holiday slump not as ap- 
arent as former years, although all 
ouses will take it on the chin in 
varying degrees from now until 
Christmas. ‘The Westerner,’ with 
Dancing on a Dime’ for second fea- 
ture, ‘will give the Omaha the out- 
Standing gross of the week with 
@round $8,800. 
«Orpheum will do second best with 
Dr. Kildare’s Crisis’ and ‘Argentine 
oe and should roll up around 


’ 





Estimates for This Week 
Qmaka (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
esterner’ (UA) and ‘Dancing 
ime’ (Par). Fair $8,800. Last week, 
itter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Our Town’ 
(UA), good $9,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40 )— Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G) and 
Argentine Nights’ (U). Light $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) 
$0.00 Street Memories’ (20th), 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col) and 
Lone Wolf Date’ (Col). Light $5,000. 
Last week, ‘East River’ (WB) and 
Queen Destiny’ (RKO), only fair 
$5,500. 
‘ State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
Next Time Love’ (U) and ‘Moon- 
light Sonata’ (Select), split with ‘Fu- 
itive’ (U), ‘Leather Pushers’ (U) 
and ‘Laddie’ (RKO). 
not so good. Last week, ‘Hired 
Wife’ (U) and ‘What They Wanted’ 


’ . 


| Adams 


| New 


| wav’ 


} 


| 


(RKO), split with ‘Meet Missus’ 
(Rep) and ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), strong 
$900. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
—Men Against Sky’ (RKO), ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Hired Wife’ (U), 
split with ‘Mexicali Rose’ (Rep) and 
‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO), and 
‘Durango Kid’ (Col), ‘Lion Wings’ 
(UA) and ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB). 
Slow $600. Last week, ‘Border 
Legion’ (Rep), ‘Killers Wild’ (Cap) 
and ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep), triple, split 
with ‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) and 
‘Girl Havana’ (Rep), and ‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB) and ‘Wings Navy’ (WB), 
fair $700. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950: 300; 600: 25)—‘Next Time 
(U) and ‘Moonlight Sonata’ 
split with ‘Fugitive’ (U), 


Fair $1,100, due mostly to 


Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ (U) 
and ‘What They Wanted’ (RKO), 





‘SINNERS’ S0-S0 
$15,000, DET. 
STALLS 


Detroit, Dec. 17. 
This town's picture héuses can’t 
play any longer against the com- 
petition they’re getting from the de- 
partment stores. The blitz—delayed 





most years—finally | 
with the Christmas 
shopping which is breaking all 
records, being 25% above what it| 
was in the boom year of ’29. 

Motor companies have handed out 
lavish bonuses to the auto workers— 
$40 to $60—but the stores are cop- 
in the unprece- 
However, the 
theatre men aren't sobbing the blues, 
not when biz has continued good to 
mid-December, two weeks longer 
than it usually held up. 

Three houses, Michigan, Fox and 
United Artists are offering new 
double bills—the toppers, respective- 
ly, ‘The Letter,’ ‘Seven Sinners’ and | 
‘Go West’—but are due for an awful 
drop Both the Palms-State and 
are carrying on, which is 
fiving four weeks (long for the first- 
runs here) to ‘North West Mounted’ 
and ‘Tin Pan Alley.’ 

With Christmas coming along on 
Wednesday, it is going to mean some 
unusual days for the runs _ for 
Detroit’s houses which usually open 
on Friday. Michigan’s current bill 
will go 12 days to Christmas, then 
switch to new films for five, and on 
Year’s Eve come up with a 
stage show. Fox will carry its pres- 
ent bill a week, bring in a new pair 
for four days, and Christmas open 
with a stage show which will be 
carried through New Year’s Eve. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 30-40-55) 

‘Tin Pan Allev’ (20th) and ‘Give 
Us Wings’ (U). Former picture now 
is in igs fourth week here. havina its 
first two sessions at the Fox. ‘Give 
Us Wings’ has renlaced ‘Charter 
Pilot’ (20th) which was on _ fast 
week’s bill. Nothing more than 
$4.500. poor, looked for after last 
week's good $7,000 

Fox (Fox-Mich (5.000: 30-40- 
55 )—‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Jennie’ 
(20th). Probably can’t quite struggle 
un to $15,000 under present con- 
ditions. Last week. ‘Angels Broad- 
(Col) and Paris’ on 
stage, okay $20,000. A slice was taken 
out of this when Fox and Michigan 


come on 





gan) 


(@s-- 4, 
Hireets 


|interchanged shows for the Old 
Newsboys benefit which took in, 
$9200. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4000: 
30-40-55)—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Can- 
itain Caution’ (TA). Sluggsish $14.000 | 
in prosnect. Last week, ‘Burma’ 
}(Par) plus Bob Chester orchestra 


fair | 


‘and ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ 
Around $800, | 


and Frances Langford on stage, good 
$19.000. 


Palms-State (United Detroit) 


(3.000: 30-49-55) — ‘North West 
Mounted’ (Par} and ‘Night Earl 
Carrolls’ (Par). This makes two 
weeks here after two at Michigan. 


May go nder $6,000 after last week’s | 
nice $9.000. 

Wnited Artists (United Detroit 
(2.000: 30-40-55)\—‘Go West’ (M-G) 
(M-G). Hopes 
aren’t ahnve mild $8000. Last week 
‘Red Hair’ (VR) and ‘Reuters’ (WB) 
game fair $8,000. 


T 
| 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 19 


Astor—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(10th wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(6th wk). 


Capitel—‘Dr. 
(M-G) (18). 

(Reviewed in Variety Dec. 4.) 

Criterion—‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) 
(18). 

{Reviewed in Variety Oct. 30) 


Globe—‘Here Comes the Navy’ 
(WB) (21). 


Music Hall—‘No, No, Nanette’ 
(RKO). 


Paramount—‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) (17). 


Rialto—‘Ellery Queen, Master 
Detective’ (Col) (18). 

Rivoli—‘Victory’ (Par) (21). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Roxy—‘One Night in the Trop- 
ics’ (U). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 6) 

Strand—‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) 
(20). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Week of Dec. 26 


Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(1lth wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(7th wk). 

Capitol—‘Comrade X’ 
(25). ss 

(Reviewed in Variety Dec. 11) 

Criterion—‘Little Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G) (25). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 20) 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(28). 

(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 30) 

Music Hall — ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 27) 

Paramount—‘Love Thy Neigh- 
bor’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘San Francisco Docks’ 
(U) (25). 

Rivoli—‘Victory’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Roxy — ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) 
(26). 

(Reviewed tn Current Issue) 

Strand—‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 


Kildare’s Crisis’ 


(UA) 


(M-G) 











WEST’ 106 BEST: 
IN PUNKO 
CINCY 


e Cincinnati, Dec. 17. | 
Proverbial Xmas quiet is silencing 
front-line cages currently. For fresh | 
releases the only b.o. stir is at the | 

\ - | 
Albee, where ‘Go West’ is fetching 
okay returns. Grand, Lyric and Shu- 
bert are doing pratsies with ‘Escape 
to Glory,’ ‘Melody Ranch’ and ‘Trail 
of Vigilantes,’ respectively. 

Tie-up of trolley and bus lines, 
servicing across-the-river’s Kentucky 
cities of Covington, Newport and 
other suburbs, for past week, due to 
differences between two unions for 
dominance of operators’ representa- 
tion, hurt first-run theatres along 
with general biz, yet reacted in favor 
of nabes. 

Estimates for This Week 








Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— 
‘Go West’ (M-G). Okay $10,000. 
Same last week on ‘Nellie Kelly’ | 
(M-G). 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50) 


‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). 
Albee for second week. 
Last week, ‘North West Mounted’ 
(Par) (4th wk) at 42-60-cent scale, 
fair $3,500 to make a total of $32,500 
on four-week run. 
Family (RKO) 
‘Fargo Kid’ (RKO) 
Cargo’ (Ind), split with 
Desert’ (Mono) and ‘Melody 
light’ (Rep). Average $2,000. Ditto 
last week for ‘Villain Pursued’ 
(RKO) and ‘Street Memories’ (20th), 


Switched from 
Slow $3,800 


(1,000: 
and 


15-28) 

‘Dangerous 

‘Drums 
Moon- 


divided with ‘Mummy's Hand’ (U) 
and ‘Pony Post’ (U). 
Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— | 


‘Escape Glory’ (Col). Poor $3,500 
Same last week with ‘Hit Parade’ 
(U). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500: 33-40-50)— 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). Holding for 
second week after initialing at Albee. 
Okay $4,000. Last week. first of sec- 
ond run, big $6500. Pic pulled a 
wham $16.000 in first week at Albee. 


Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 33-40-50)— | 
‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) Flonno $2.,- 
500. ast week, ‘Letter’ (WB) (2d 


run). bad $2000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 42-60)—‘Phil- 
adelphia Story’ (M-G) (24 wk). Ex- 
cellent $9,500. Last week (1st), socko 
$16 000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 32-40-50)— | 
‘Vigilantes’ (TT) Fair $3.500. Last 
week, ‘Great Profile’ (20th), season’s 
worst at $1,700. 


|$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ 


| (WB). 


lonly $6,500 on six days, weak. 


Pre-Xmas N. Y. Spotty; Bagdad 2d 


OK $70,000; ‘Burma’-Herbeck 326, 
‘Escape -Himber 216, Both Good 


'Tis the week before Christmas 
and Santa Claus is in there pitching 
but he isn’t knocking Broadway box- 
offices entirely galley west. A few 
are resisting the old guy with the 
whiskers in a satisfactory manner. 
In other spots, however, the ushers 
are shooting craps in the aisles. 

‘Thief of Bagdad,’ in its second 
week at the Music Hall, lost some of 
its early speed but will finish all 
right at approximately $70,000. ‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ and ‘The Letter,’ latter | 
with Ozzie Nelson and Humphrey 
Bogart, are also holdovers, both 
shows being in their fourth stanzas. 
Roxy will hit $25,000 with ‘Alley,’ 
while the Strand should do in the 
neighborhod of $26,000, in each case 
a pretty strong challenge to Xmas 
shopping. 

The Paramount played ‘Road to 
Burma’ 6% days, closing the theatre 
down at 5 p.m. yesterday ‘(Tues.) to 
sell seats for the special premiere at 
8:30 of ‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ with | 
Jack Benny and Fred Allen making | 
personal appearances. House did! 
$32,000, good enough for this time of 
year, with ‘Burma’ and a stage show | 
consisting of Ray Herbeck, Rosemary | 
Lane and Henny Youngman. | 

Capitol today (Wed.) brings in| 
‘Kildare’s Crisis’ after a slow week | 
of less than $20,000 with ‘Third! 
Finger.’ They’re also passing up the 
Rivoli, which on its second week 
with ‘Little Men’ will be lucky to} 
top $5,000, verily brutal. House 
opens ‘Victory’ Saturday morning | 
(21). 

‘Dictator’ went off sharply at the $2 
Astor, last week (8th) getting less | 
than $10,000, but is picking up aj} 
little currently on the 9th week, | 
$11,000 being in on six days. ‘Fan- | 
tasia’ is continuing in high gear at | 
the Broadway. On its fourth week | 
the Disney picture got $24,000, only | 
around $5,000 below capacity. Orders | 
for seats over the holidays are heavy. 

‘Hullabaloo’ went into the Cri- | 
terion today (Wed.) after a sad week 
with ‘Gallant Sons,’ only $5,000. ] 

The State is fighting the season in | 
pretty good shape with ‘Escape’ and 
Richard Himber, but if the show was 
in at any other time it would be get- 
ting much more than the $21,000 in- 
dicated. 

‘Dispatch From Reuters,’ once 
scheduled for the Strand, isn’t going 
so well at the Globe but it is being 
held three extra days to bring the 
house back to a Saturday opening. 





On the week ending last night 
(Tues.) ‘Reuters’ managed only 
$7.000, considerably under expecta- 


tions but profitable for the theatre. | 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012: 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) | 
—‘Dictator’ (UA) (10th week). Be- | 
gins 10th week today (Wed). For | 
the six days on the ninth stanza up a 
notch to $11,000. Ful! prior week 
(8th) was less than $10,000, only 
about 50% of capacity. 

Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
(Disney) (5th! 
week). Holding up stoutly, last week 
(4th) having been $24,000. A big ad- 


vance sale over the holidays re- 
ported. 
Capitol (4.520: 28-44-55-85-$1.10)— ! 


‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Opens here |} 
this morning (Wed.) after a highly 


| disappointing week with ‘Third Fin- | 


ger’ (M-G), this side of $20,000. In/' 
ahead ‘Monte Cristo’ (UA), $20,000, 
also away under hopes. 

Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65 )—‘Hul- 
labaloo” (M-G) moves in_ today 
(Wed.). ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) any- 
thing but gallant at the b.o., sad 
$5.000. ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), behind 
that, got $8,500. good. 

Globe (1.180; 25-35-55)—‘Reuters’ 
Below expectations at $7,000 
on week ending last night (Tues.), 
but will be retained three additional 
with ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) 
ue) booked for Saturday (21) 
‘Blackout’ (UA) went 11 days, get- 
tine $11.000. good 

Palace (1.700: 28-35-55) — ‘Suez’ 
(WB) and ‘Michael Shavne’ (20th) 
both first run, dualed. This double- 
header opens today (Wed). ‘Seven 
Sinners’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Bank 
Dick’ (U) (1st run) brought oke 
$8 200 Preceding that bill ‘You'll 
Find Out’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Lady 


days 


freis 


|Red Hair’ (WB) (list run) grossed | 


Paramount (3.664: 35-55-85-99) — 
‘Love Thy Neighbor’ (Par) and 


Tommy Dorsey had a special 8:30 | 
ovening last night (Tues.). ‘Road to | 
Burma’ (Par) and Ray Herbeck, | 
Rosemary Lane, Henny Youngman, | 
on 61% days, okav $32,000. Fifth week 
of ‘Mounted’ (Par), with Herbeck, | 
Miss Lane and Red Skelton. $33.000, 
swell for that far down on the run. 
Radio Citv Musie Hall (5.960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65) — ‘Thief of Bagdad’ 
(TTA) and stage show (2d-final week) 
Hit $82000 for a good first week, 
but lagging on holdover to $70,000. | 
On the 14 days, however, a pretty 
nice nre-Christmas business-grabber. 
‘No. No. Nanette’ (RKO) reaches the 
screen here tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Rialto (750: 28-44-55) — ‘Ellery 
Queen’ (Col). Following a highly 
successful 12-day run with ‘Trail of | 


i week, 


| biz. 


Vigilantes’ (U), ‘Queen’ brought in 
today (Wed.). ‘Vigilagtes’ got $11,- 
000, big, on first week wind additional 
$6,000 on extra five days. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99)—‘Little 
Men’ (RKO) (2d-final week). 
Booked because nothing else avail- 
able, this picture is one of poorest 
ever played here; first week under 
$10,000 and second (current) lucky 
if more than $5,000. ‘Victory’ (Par), 
which house bought some time ago, 
but did not want to sacrifice through 
an earlier date, opens Saturday (21) 
for Xmas week. P 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85 )—‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th) and stage show 
(4th-final week). Bucking things 
well, probably $25,000 this week, its 
fourth and last. The third week 
was $31,000, the second $45,000, and 
the first a smash $55,000 for a total 
on the 28-day engagement of around 


$156,000, socko. ‘One Night in 
Tropics’ (U) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) 
—Escape’ (M-G) (2d run) and 
Richard Himber. At $21,000, ok. 


but combined draught of the picture, 
which is big all over the country, 
and the Himber band would be hit- 
ting much higher if it wasn’t the 
week before Christmas. ‘Long Voy- 
age Home’ (UA) (2d run) and 
Jimmie Lunceford, Marty May, Vass 
Family on stage got $20,000, pretty 
good for this show. 


Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Letter’ (WB) and Ozzie Nelson 
(4th-final week), in addition to 


Humphrey Bogart and Mayo Methot 
(2d- final week). Good showman- 
ship putting in Bogart and Miss 
Methot, plus other acts, for last two 
weeks of ‘Letter’ and Nelson; last 
stanza (3d) a strong $35,000, while 
this week (4th) it will be about 
$26,000. Total on the extremely 
profitable run nearly $150,000. ‘Santa 
Fe Trail’ (WB) and Abe Lyman 
constitute the Christmas show, open- 


| ing Friday (20). 





TIN PAN, $9,000, 
BEST IN L'VILLE 


Louisville, Dec. 17. 

‘Tin Pan Alley’ is garnering shekels 
in first-rate fashion this week at the 
Rialto, and is the only pic in town 
which will grab any coin of im- 
portance. Xmas shopping is the main 
item on Fourth street currently, and 
with weather continuing favorable 
biz in department stores and other 
retail establishments is decidedly on 
the upbeat. Pic houses are not ex- 
pecting much play until after Christ- 
mas Day, and no special exploitation 
efforts are being expended. 

‘Philadelphia Story,’ on ho. at 
Loew’s State, is making a fair show- 
ing. Other houses are going along at 
a moderate pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1.400; 15-30-40)—‘You’ll Find Out’ 
(RKO) and ‘Street Memories’ (20th). 
Not looking for any hefty gross on 
the Kay Kyser nic. Indications are 
for medium $1,600. Last week, ‘Arise 
Love’ (Par) and ‘Night Farl Carroll's’ 
(Par), satisfactory $1.700. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-95) 

‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Kit 
Carson’ (UA). Good afternoon trade. 
but slow at night. Grabbing some of 
the downtown shopners and riming 





at alright $1.400. Last week. ‘Brigham 
Young’ (20th) and ‘Public Deb’ 
(20th), verv good $1.600. 

Loew’s State (T.oew’'s) (3.100 15- 
30-40 ’)—‘Philadelnhia Story’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
Current stanza pointine to okay 


$6900. follovzing last week’s splendid 
$10.000. 

Mary Anderson (T.ibcon) (190M. 15. 
30-40 )—‘Lady Red Hair’ (WB) 
shopping and interest of public in 
the approaching holidav are having 
an adverse effect on this sinele. Tn- 
dications point to fair ¢2 800. T.-st 

‘South Suez’ (WB), alright 
$3.000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (2400: 15- 
30-40)—‘Tin Pan Allev’ (20th) and 
‘Muresr New York’ (20th). Onened 
vlenty strong, and garnered nice re- 
turns on first three days. Rainy Stun- 
day and Xmas shopving in stride 
again Mondav (16) held down antici- 
pated take. Evervthing ennsidered. 
looks like excellent $9NNN Last 
week, ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) and 
‘Street Memories’ (20th), medium 


¥Y¥mas 


| $6 000. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1 400: 15- 
20-40)—Trall Vigilantes’ (U) and 
‘Sandy Man’ (U). Brace of so-so 
programmers. combined with an- 
proaching holidav season, not noint- 
ing to anvthineg 'n the way of biimner 
Licht $2.500. Last week ‘Nicht 
Tropies’ (WU) ard ‘Devil’s Pipeline’ 
(U), fairish $2,700. 
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‘Xmas -Woody Herman 196, Philly; 
‘Go West’ $13,000, Dietrich $12,000 


r 








Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 

(Best Exploitation: Boyd) 
Theres very little to crow about | 
with fresh product and holdovers | 


ng an equal pasting this week. | 


ettl 
bt the newcomers ‘Christmas in 
July’ plus Woody Herman’s orches- 
tra on the Earle stage are getting 
top money. In second place is ‘Go 
West’ at the Stanley. ‘Seven Sin- 
ners’ and ‘No, No Nanette’ are run- 
ning neck-and-neck for show money, | 
but not much of it. 

Best exploitation trick of the week 
was the airplane wedding stunt 
ballyhooing the opening of ‘No, No 
Nanette. A couple, whose names 
were culled from the marriage li- 
censes, were taken above the clouds 
in a TWA plane and spliced by a 
city magistrate. The proceedings | 
were aired via WCAU and got 
plenty of space in the dailies. The 
stunt simulated the climax of the 
film. The couple were given a $100 
wedding present and a honeymoon 
trip to New York by RKO. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Dime’ (Par) showed a bit. 
strength at $6,300, good for this time | 


of 


of year. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) and regular 
stage bill. Slow going in face of 
Christmas rush, $5,200. Last week, 


| ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U) plus vaude, $6,- 


000. 


‘West’ Lukewarm 
$10,500, Pitt. Dull: 
Mounties H.0. Big 











Aldine (WB) (1,303: 35-46-57-68) 
—Voyage Home’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Dropped to poor $6,500 for its sec- 
ond voyage, after a fair $10,000 for 
its opener. ‘Thief of Bagdad’ (UA) 
opens Thursday (19). 

Arcadia (Sablowsky) (600; 35-46- 
57)—‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Okay $3.400 for round two, 
after profitable $4,000 for first week 


of second run. 
(2.560; 35-46-57-68 )— 


Boyd (WB) 
Nanette’ (RKO). Good exploitation, 


but unable to withstand drag of pre- | 


Yule lull. Will net a fair $12,500. 
Not in same class, however, with 
swell $14.500 for second ride for 
‘Letter’ (WB) last semester. 

Farle (WB) (2.758: 35-46-57-68-75 ) 

‘Christmas July’ (Par) with 
Woody Herman orchestra on ‘stage. 
Nut has been shaved here in line 
with conditions, but combo will 
bring a bright $19,000, plenty on the 
black ink side. Last week, ‘Bank 
Dick’ (U) with stage show topped 
by Vincent Lopez’ band, slumped 
after good beginning pallid 
$17,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423;- 35-46-57-68) 
*Seven Sinners’ (U). Dietrich’s lat- 
est effort will have a tough struggle 
to break a sub-par $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) ended 
a two-week try with a zingy $14,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Letter’ (WB) (2d run). Move- 
over still snagging a nifty $4,400. 
Last week, first run showing of ‘Bit 


to 


of Heaven’ 
$3.000. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) (2d run). 
Plenty tuneful yet, with bullish 
$4,600. Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G), netted a poor $3,600 for sec- 
ond run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Go West’ (M-G). Getting top 


coin in straight pix field with par 
$13,000. 
$10,000 for second try. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 
‘South Suez’ (WB) with ‘Informa- 
tion, Please. Not hit so bad with 
$4,900. Last week, ‘Here Comes 
Navy’ (WB) revival, rousing $5,200. 
‘“Galiant Sons’ (M-G) opens tomor- 
row (Wed.). 


‘WEST’ HELPED BY SABU 
P.A. TO $7,000, K. C 


17. 


35-46-57) — 


Kansas City, Dec. 

Attractions are none too strong, 
but all have more than average 
drawing power. Still it avails little. 


Midland gets he nod the week 


fay 
LOL 


with ‘Go West’ the leader, but get- | 


ting help from dual partner, ‘Gal- 
lant Sons.’ A ong day personal ap- 
pearance by Sabu, exploiting the 
forthcoming ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ on 
Saturday with three shows built the 
matinee. 

‘Trail of the Vigilantes’ is 
something of an impress 


making 
on day and 


dated in the Fox houses, but other 
houses are taking it calmly. ‘Reu- | 
ters’ will hold only six days at the 
Newman as house is gradually 
changing opening days to comply 
with a Dec. 23 opening on a Cab 


Calloway stage show. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 


‘Vigilantes’ (U). Doing as well as 
can be expected. Fair, $5,800. Last 
week, ‘Night Tropics’ (U) was a 
largo movement at $5,000, combo. 
Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-28-44) 
—'Go West’ (M-G) and 


Sons’ (M-G), with p.a. of Sabu on particular strength in the bookings. | ¢5 999. cwell. 


Saturday. Biz fairish, $7,000, a low 
week here. Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ 


(M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col), |dimes take a jong time piling up. | gay. 
. | ‘Til We Meet Again,’ in the Varsity, | er 


$8.000. : 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Reuters’ (WB). Will hold 
only six days. Trade is light, and 
short week will wind up around 
$5,200. Last week, ‘Arise Love’ 
(Par) (2d wk), good $5,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—East River’ (WB) and ‘Dreaming 
Loud’ (RKO). Slow $5,000. 


_ | ‘Blackout’ 


Last week, ‘Arizona’ (Col), | 


‘Gallant | 


Pre-Xmas lull has set in, and only 
pix holding up are two third-week 
| holdovers, ‘North West Mounted Po- 
|lice’ at Warner and ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
'at Senator. They're faking the play 
| away from the new films entirely, 
‘and both of them will stick for an 
| added stanza. Otherwise, biz is off, 
| and plenty. 

‘Go West’ at Stanley getting slight 
| attention, while ‘Little Nellie Kelly’ 
at the Penn is doing only fair, but 
moves to the Ritz for h.o. since it’s 


Pitisburgh, Dec. 17. | 


“ALLEY” $15,000, 


ing a full week, and drawing around 
$1,000, nice. Last week, ‘Arizona 
Frontier’ (Rep) and ‘Konga’ (Col), 
| split with ‘Colorado’ (Rep) and 
| ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep), slim $700. 
Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
(1,503; 10-25-40) — ‘Vigilantes’ (U). 
!Amounts to meeting the Christmas 
clump half way. Will tilt to down- 
side slightly, $3,000. Last week, ‘Tin 
ten Alley’ (20th), strong $4,500. 





Nebraska ‘J. H. Cooper-Para- 
mount) (1,236; 10-20-25) — ‘Jennie’ 
| (20th) and ‘Reuters’ (WB). Pretty 


| fair $1,900. Last week, ‘Margie’ (U) 
|and ‘Youth Served’ (20th), creditable 
$2,000. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 


(1,884; 10-25-40) — ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
(M-G). Light $3,200. Last week, 
‘Christmas July’ (Par) and Rose 


Bow] Revels unit on stage, fair $3,800. 

Variety (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(1.100; 10-20-25)—‘Angels Broadway’ 
(Col) and ‘Girls 21’ (Col), split with 
‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Date’ (Col). Poor $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col) and 
‘Won't Talk’ (Col), so-so $1,500. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Meet Again’ (WB). Held 
back too long to make the grade very 
well. Will do about $2,300. weak. 
Last week, ‘What They Wanted’ 
| (RKO), couldn’t get above $2,100, 
weak. 








D.C. GROSSES 
SPOTTY 


Washington, Dec. 17. 








| figured that'll do as good as an aver- 


|}age twin bill week before Yule. 
|Fulton yanking ‘Argentine Nights’ 
j}and ‘Diamond Frontier’ after five 


| bad days and Ritz is merely keeping 
| its franchise with ‘Mexican Spitfire 
/Out West’ and ‘Thinking Out Loud.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
| Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 25-40) —‘Ar- 
gentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Diamond 
Frontier’ (U). 
ennui for this one, and it comes out 
| tonight (17) after five slim days for 
(UA). Around $2,200, if 
\that. Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) 
| stopped at $3,300. 
| Penn (Loew’s-UA) 


|50)—‘Nellie Kelly’ 


(3,300; 25-35- 
(M-G). Present 


|pace indicates only around $11,000, | 


{just fair. Last week, ‘North West 
| Mounted’ 


(Par) (2d wk.), great 
| $15,000. 
| Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—’Spitfire’ 


| Virtually a vacation for the ushers 
|and house staff, ‘cause nobody’s com- 
(ing in.’ Will be lucky to wind up 
| with $1,000, brutal. Last week, ‘Let- 
| ter’ (WB), very good at $2,800 after 
| having played previous weeks at 
| Warner and Stanley. 

Senator (Harris) 
|—Tin Pan Alley’ 
| Still going strong. House had ‘Es- 
cape to Glory’ (Col) skedded for 
|'Wednesday (18) but set it back at 
|}last minute and decided to carry 
| ‘Alley’ through until Xmas. Musi- 
cal should grab $4,800 for current 
stanza, and that’s not hay here. Last 
week, $6,000, very good. 
| Stanley (WB) (3,600; 
‘Go West’ (M-G). 
tices for the newest Marxer, 
isn’t likely to make more 
featherweight dent. Barring sharp 
drop, which may materialize with 
close approach of holiday, should get 
* about $16,500, not so very good. 
| House opens ‘Santa Fe Trail’ (WB) 
|Friday (20) and expects to run. it 
through to New Year’s Eve. Last 
| week, ‘Road Show’ (UA) went to 
| pieces after big opening, credited to 


(1,700; 25-35-50) 
(20th) (3rd wk.). 


Lukewarm no- 
and 
than a 





fine campaign, and finished miser- 
ably at $9,500. 

| Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-60)— 
|‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (3rd 
|wk.). DeMille click moving here 
after big fortnight at Penn, Pound- 
ing on the door of a Warner record 
for a third-week picture. Getting 
at least $10,000, wonderful Stick: 


until Xmas and then probably moves 
to Ritz. Last week, ‘Hullabaloo’ 
(M-G) and ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G), in 
doghouse at $3,000. 


Snow Blots Out Lincoln; 
‘Bitter Sweet’, $3,200, N.G. 


Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 17. 
Bad weather, heavy snow, and 
|mearness of the holiday season put 
| brakes on the normal flow of money 
| this week. Losses outweighed gains 

'the length of the amusement belt. 
| On the other hand, there was no 
| ‘Bitter Sweet’ moved at a slow pace. 
|‘Trail of Vigilantes’ got kids, but 


ihas even played second run in the 
| territory, but this is the first time 
| here. 
Gene Autry’s ‘Melody Ranch’ was 
| stretched to a week in a normal 3-4 
day house. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Colonial TMonroe-Noble-Federer) 


a 


Nothing but public | 


25-35-50) — | 


Two big vaude spots, which usual- 
ly lead town, are both way o%, but 
straight pic spots are at least up to 
average. Tops is ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
at the Palace. ‘I Want a Divorce’ 
follows at Capitol, Loew’s vauder, 
and ‘East of he River’ is third at 
|Earle, WB vauder. 
Frank peddling of 
| Vigilantes’ at Keith's 


‘Trail 


as 


of the 


ing over-it, is giving Franchot Tone’s 
shoot-em-up surprisingly good take, 
proportionately better than anything 
but ‘Tin Pan Alley.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


| Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—"Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
vaude. Paltry $13,000. Last week, 

i‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G), slirred io 

| passable $15,000. 

| Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44)— 


| ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 


(U) brought a punk| (RKO) and ‘Thinking Loud’ (RKO), | downtown after good week at Capi- 


tol. Heading for fair $4,000. Last 


week, ‘Zorro’ (20th) (2d run), ditto. 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66 )— 
|*‘East River’ (WB) and_ vaude. 
Light $10,500. Last week, ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U), light $11,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 


‘Vigilantes’ (U). Franchot Tone 
western satire getting 
solid $7,500. 
(RKO) 
days. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Letter’ 
(WB) (2d run) (2d wk). Third week 
downtown holding to good 
Last week, same pic collected hand- 
some $7,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 39-55)—‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th). Leading town 
with okay $15,000. Last week, ‘Arise 
Love’ (Par), average $14,500. 


in 
surprisingly 
Last week, ‘Little Men’ 
took floppo $4,000 for six 


“UBERTY’ FAIR $4,000 


Memphis, Dec. 17. 
Kris Kringle is the big competish 


in town this week and there ain’t a 
| boxoffice line in sivht. Looks like 
one of the vear’s dullest. 


Loew’s State has ‘Land of Liberty.’ 
and the Warner is showing Wanger’s 
‘Long Vovage Home’ as the only two 
full-week program Both are under 
par, but perl joing better than 
managements anticipated. 

‘Tin Pan Alley’ is o.k. for a five- 
day holdover at T.oew’s Palace. The 
New Malco whacked up a fortnight 
among attractions, all to only 
| fair money 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2.600: 10-33- 
44) — ‘Land of Liberty’ (M-G). 
Critical hosannahs help this one 
plenty, but still will only be good for 

|fairish $4.000 at most. TLast week. 
‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). $2.500. weak. 

Warner (Warner) (2300; 10-33-44) 
|—‘Voyage Home’ (UA). Another 
ithat rated hoonla notices and will 
jharely manage $4000. Last week. 
| ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (reissue), 


neo 
aps 


four 


| New Malco (Lichtman) (2.800: 10- 


| 33-44)—'Anveds Brondwav’ (U). three 
and ‘Little Bit Heaven’ (U), 
with Gloria Jean in person, three 
|davs. Looks like onlv $3,000. poor. 
| for week. Last week. ‘Fscane Glorv’ 
| (Col), five days, and ‘Far! Carroll's’ 
'@ ar), three days, $6,000 for eight 
| days, fair. 

Loew’s Palace (Toew) (10-33-44)— 
i “Tin Pan Allev’ (20th) (2d wk). Five- 
'dav h.o. should nab close to $3,000. 


(10-22-33 )— 


Last | (750: 10-15)—‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) | Lact week R000. great. 
week, ‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Dancing | and ‘Murder News’ (Mono). Garner- | 


Strand (Lightman) 











western, | 
with all critics apologizing for rav- | Trin 
| $4,500 on latter. 





$5,000. | 


IN SLACK MEMPHIS 





Frisco B.0. Way Down: ‘Go West’ Plus 
‘July, $12,000, ‘Bank Dick,’ 66, All N.G. 





‘Dancing Dime’ (Par), 
‘Slightly Tempted’ (U), 
and ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U), two 
days. Rating good average week at 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Ride, Tenderfoot’ 
(Rep), three days; ‘Margie’ (U), two 
days, and ‘Meet Wildcat’ (U), two 
days; $1,700, good. 


‘Vigilantes -Vaude 
$12,000, Cleveland; 


three days; 
two days, 





Marxes Sour 7146 





Cleveland, Dec. 17. 

Half of the downtown houses are 
trying to duck a tough pre-Christ- 
mas week with holdovers and by 
shoving up openings for next stanza 
several days to get a better break. 
Not very effective, since spring-like 
weather ~minus snow is _ playing 
havoc with both theatres and de- 
partment stores. 

By backing ‘Trail of Vigilantes’ 
with Three Stooges and Frances 
Langford on stage, Palace is doing 
okay. Hipp’s kept ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
three extra days, which were worth 
it, to give ‘You'll Find Out’ a Tues- 
day (17) start. Ditto for Allen, 
which is also riding ‘Mark of Zorro’ 
along for three more mild days. 
‘North West Mounted Police’ going 
stronger on third frame at Stillman, 
but ‘Go West’ is goose-egging it for 
the State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Zorro’ (WB). Merely fair, even in 
10 days. Not quite $6,000, splitting 
current week with moveover on 
Pan Alley’ (WB). Probably 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Tin Pan Alley’ (WB). Staying 
three additional days, adding up to 
nice $15,000 for 10 days. ‘You'll Find 


| Out’ (RKO) date advanced to Tues- 


day (17). 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Vigilantes’ (U) with vaude. Good 
balance in bill and much liked; $12,- 
000 all right for economical show. 
Last week, ‘South Suez’ (WB) and 
‘Scandals’ unit, which took a pan- 
ning, still managed to collect pleas- 
ant $14,500. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Go West’ (M-G). Marx Bros. 
skidding at this stand to brutal $7,- 
500. ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) didn’t do 
any better last week. - 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—North West Mounted’ ‘(Par). 
On third week, fine $4,500, after a 
swell $7,500 for second frame. 





‘PHILLY’ H.0. $11,500, 


‘DICK’ OK $6,200, PROV. 





Providence, Dec. 17. 

Pre-Christmas lull seems to be set- 
ting in hereabouts with not too high 
grosses, though ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
at Loew’s in second week, and ‘Bank 
_— at RKO Albee holding fairly 
well. 

The Fay’s chain, which Monday (9) 


was robbed of its weekend receipts | 
amounting to about $4.000 in a dar- | 


ing daylight holdup of Manager Al 
Clarke of the Majestic and an usher, 
has eliminated future such 
do the 


company to 


Stolen money was insured 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
i‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Streets Cairo’ 
(U) Paced at fairly good $6,200. 
Last week, ‘Long Vovage’ (U) and 
‘Wildcat’ (U), nice $7,200 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39 
50)—‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (re- 


issue) and “Tugboat Annie’ (WB) (2d 
run). Holding own for good $3.500. 
Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) 
and ‘Street Memories’ (20th) (2d 
run), nice $3,800. 


Fay’s (Indie) (2.000; 15-28)—‘Texas | 


Terrors’ (Rep) and ‘Couldn’t Say 
No’ (WB). Fair $3,000. Last week. 
‘Murder New York’ (20th) and ‘Trail 
Blazers’ (Rep), okay $3.500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Jennie’ (20th). 
Weak $5,000. Last week, ‘Red Hair’ 


(WB) and ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), 
meek $4,500. 
State (Loew) (3.200: 44-55-65)— 


| ‘Philadelphia Story’ (M-G) and ‘Gal- 
| lant Sons’ (M-G) (2a wk). 


: Pix built 
steadily and earned holdover, which 
promises nice $11,500. Last week, 
swell $17,500. 

Strand (indie) (2.000: 28-39-50)— 
‘Christmas in Julv’ (Par) and ‘Meet 
Missus’ (Rep). Slowed to walk for 
so-so $4,500. Last week, ‘Arizona’ 
(Par) and ‘Riondie Cupid’ (Col) (2d 
wk), nice $5,500. 








| brought 


eC occur- | 
rences by hiring an armored ag 
transporting. 








San Francisco, Dec, 17. 

With Christmas shopping toppin 
last year by 20%, film oe gy aw 
runs and nabes alike, are experi- 
encing the worst biz in years. It’s 
bad even for the traditionally bad 
pre-Xmas weeks, with one Market 
street deluxer hitting an all-time low 
with a matinee gross of exactly $67 
one day this pall 4 

Another last-run house on the 
same stem reported the poorest night 
in the history of the house Thurs- 
day (12), 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)—‘Go 
West’ (M-G) and ‘Christmas in July’ 
(Par). Pitiful $12,000, which is tin- 
off to conditions. House Moreaily 
would get $18,000-$20,000. Last week, 
‘Little Nellie Kelly’ (NM-G) and ‘Dr. 
Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G), did as well 
—— be expected with $14,000 in 
till. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Convoy’ (RKO) and _ vaude. 
Well sold, but more people looking at 
military bally outside than viewing 
screen inside. Slim $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Argentine Follies’ on stage 
plus ‘Remedy for Riches’ (RKO), fair 
$12,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-40-50) 
—Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Give Us 
Wings’ (U). Plenty tough sledding, 
probably as little as $6,000. Last 
week ‘Escape Glory’ (Col) and ‘Mar- 
gie’ (U), just as bad. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- 
50)—‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Tug- 
boat Annie Sails Again’ (WB). Press 
pannings won't help any; dismal $9,- 
000. Last (3d) week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
(20th) and ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ 
(M-G), faded away at $8,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Little Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and 
‘Dr. Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G) (move- 
over). Average $5,000. Last week, 
moveover of ‘Lady Red Hair’ (WB) 
and ‘East River’ (WB), fair $4,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 30- 


40-50)—‘Kit Carson’ (UA). Nicely 
sold but generally panned. Maybe 
$8,000. Last (4th) week, ‘Great Dic- 
tator’ (UA), $7,000. House claims 


$65,000 gross on four-week run, con- 
siderably more than credited. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) 
—Texas Rangers’ (Par) and ‘Earl 
Carroll’s’ (Par). Lucky to scrape 
through with poor $8,000. Last week 
‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) (revival) 
and ‘Always Bride’ (WB), lasted only 
six days, getting only $8,000. 





‘Vigilantes’-‘Heaven’ 
Helped to 736 Via 
Jean P.A., Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 17. 

The big 3,100-seat Indiana decided 
to turn the cash register over to 
Santa Claus until after Christmas 
and shuttered Thursday (12) for 
two weeks. Ordinarily, with only 
three houses in the downtown area 
in the running, other wickets would 
be getting heavier traffic, but not 
this week. Circle, with ‘Trail of the 
Vigilantes’ and ‘Little Bit of Heaven’ 
in Gloria Jean for three 
days of persona] appearances to 
help swell the take, but even so biz 
is only average. 

Loew’s is mild, dualing ‘Long 
Voyage Home’ and ‘Hullabaloo 
Lyric {is perking up over recent 
weeks, but still under good band- 
show averages with Ted Weems or- 
chestra on stage and ‘She Couldn't 
Say No’ on the screen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Vigilantes’ (U) and ‘Bit of 
Heaven’ (U). Average $7,500, with 
personal appearances of Gloria Jea 
over weekend upping biz during 
three days of her stay by about 
$1,500. Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
(20th) and ‘Murder New York’ 
(20th) (2d wk). good $6,300. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25- 
30-40). Dark until New Year's 
week, Last week, ‘Letter’ (WB) 
and ‘Nobody's Sweetheart’ U), 
weak $6,100. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 
—‘'Long Vovage’ (UA) and ‘Hulla- 
baloo’ (M-G). Poor $5,600. Last 
week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (Col), good $8,200 

Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB) and Ted 
Weems orchestra on stage. Night 
business okay, but matinees off be- 
cause of seasonable shopping. Fair 
$11,500. Last week, ‘South Suez’ 
(WB) and ‘Hollywood Hotel Revue’ 
on stage, carmine $8,000. 





25-30-40) 





Back for an Encore 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Linda Darnel! teams up again with 
Tyrone Power in the forthcoming 
20th-Fox production, ‘Blood and 
Sand.’ 
Pair played a romantic duo in ‘The 


|Mark of Zorro.’ 














Wednesday, December 18, 


1940 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


11 





Total Mpls. B.O. $2300, Despite 


7 New Pix; Escape Best at $7,000 








Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 

More imminent approach of Christ- 
mas, adverse weather and generally 
unfavorable business conditions are 
pushing box-offices further into the 
doldrums. Total loop takings cur- 
rently will fall far below respectable 
proportions. _ The aggregate prob- 
ably will be less than what a single 
one would reach with an ace attrac- 
tion in a normal period. af 

Little fault can be found with 
such pictures as ‘Escape,’ ‘Mark of 
Zorro’ and ‘Lady With Red Hair,’ 
present leaders, but they are falter- 
ing in the face of the tough going. 
Each will wind up with a mild gross. 

For the first time within recent 
memory there’s nary a single hold- 
Counting the Aster’s pair, no 


over. 
less than seven newcomers are on 
display. : 

Winter’s early severity means 


greater fuel expenditures. Accord- 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week........... $1,342,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
| a # 





Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year.. .. .$1,295,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 164 theatres) 








“ALLEY” $17,000 


HUB FAIRLY 





ingly, many budgets must be revised 
in such a manner as to cut down on 
entertainment appropriations. That's 
hurtful to the show houses. 

Stage shows are conspicuously ab- 
sent this week, but Gene Krupa is 
underlined for the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— | 
‘Murder New York’ (20th) and ‘Girls 
91’ (Col), dual first-runs. In for five 
days. with fair $1,000 indieated. ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart’ (U) and ‘Street 
Memories’ (20th), also dual first-runs, 
opened Tuesday (17). Last week. 
‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and ‘Sandy Man’ 


(U), dual first-runs, light $900 for | 
five days. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 


84-44)—Red Hair’ (WB). Light $2,- 
600 in prospect. Last week, ‘Arise 
Love’ (Par) (2d wk), light $3,000 
after mild $6,000 first week at State. 
Esquire (Berger) (290; 28)—‘Leop- 
ard Man of Africa’ (Indie). Ex- 
ploitation possibilities being utilized 
to the fullest. But light $700 looks 
about tops. Last week, ‘Test Pilot’ 
(M-G) (reissue), poor $400 in five 
days. 
Gopher 


(Par-Singer) (998: 28)- 
‘Cherokee’ (Par). Not cutting much 
ice. Headed for light $1.800. Last 
week, ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), $2,000, 
light. 

Orpheum 
39-44)—‘Zorro’ (20th). 
against merited turnstile reward 
Will be lucky to hit fair $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Burma’ (Par) and Jan Garber 


(Par-Singer) (2,800: 28- 
Odds heavily 


orchestra, Billy Gilbert, etc. on 
stage, $12,200, fairly good. . 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—'Escape’ (M-G). Much praise 
heaped on this one. Accordingly, 
indicated $7,000 will spell disap- 
pointment in capital letters. Last 
week, ‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G), $5,000. 
bad 

Uptown (Par) (1.200: 28-39) 


‘What They Wanted’ (RKO). In for 
five days and, in first neighborhood 
showing, is en route to mild $1.200. 


‘City Conquest’ (WB), first neighbor- | 


hood showing, opens Wednesday 
(18). Last week, ‘Argentine Way’ 
(20th), first nabe showing, $2,500 
good 


World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350 
28-39-44-55)—‘Walt Disney Festival’ 
(RKO) (reissue). Exciting some in- 
terest and may reach good $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Night Train’ (20th), $1,- 
400, light. 


‘LETTER’ H.0. 7G, MONT’L 


‘Red Hair’ Pretty Good $5,000—Rest 
in Xmas Doldrums 


Montreal, Dec. 17. 


Pre-Christmas doldrums and lots 
of second-runs makes current week 
pretty mediocre. Repeat of ‘Leiter’ 


tops the list with $7,000, which will 
be very good for season. Balance so- 
so, but good enough for year’s worst 
show week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55 )—‘Red 
Hair’ (UA). Fair $5,500 in sight 
Last week, repeat of ‘Arise Love 
(Par), good enough $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) 
. (20th) and ‘Youth Served’ 
(2d wk). Not liable to gros 
more than $4,000, so-so, after good 
$7.000 last week 
: Loew’s (CT) (2.800: 30-40-60)- 
Letter’ (WB) (2d wk). Very good 
$7,000, after surprisingly good $10,000 
last week, | 
ae rineess (CT) (2,300: 25-34-50)— | 
Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Five Peppers’ | 
(Col). Poor $3,200. Last week, | 
Christmas July’ (Par) and ‘Dancing 
Dime’ (Par), faded to $2,500. 
: Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
Voyage Home’ (UA) (2d wk). Very 
disappointing $2,500 last week, with | 
flop to $1,000 in sight currently. 
Cinema de Paris (France - Film) 
(600; 25-50 )—Le Jour s’Eleve.’ Point- 
repeat at ee $1,500. Last week, 
$1100 avalcade d’Amour,’ fair 
: St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 25- 
34)—“Neuf Celibataires’ and ‘Martini 
Sec.’ Week before Xmas will pull 
Vis down to poor $3,500. Last week, | 
ed and ‘Grey contre X,”’ weak | 


2 
Yo, 


srr ’ 
4,0TTO 
(20th) 


STEADY 


—_— —_ 


Boston, Dec. 17. 
Matinee grosses are being dented 
noticeably by the Christmas shop- 


ping competish, but night trade is 
holding fairly well for this season. 
Orpheum is topping the town this 
week with ‘Nellie Kelly’ on a dual. 

‘Tin Pan Alley’ is under expecta- 
tions at the Met, and ‘Bank Dick’ 


|coupled with ‘Blackout’ is wheezing 


at the Memorial. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
— Pride of Bowery’ (Mono) and 
‘Meet Missus’ (Rep), with Jimmie 


Lunceford unit on stage, four days; | 
and ‘Seven Sinners‘ (U) and ‘Triple | 
| Justice’ (RKO) 
| days. Will flirt with okay $8,500. Last | 


(both 2d run), three 
week, ‘Fargo Kid’ (RKO) and ‘Pep- 


pers Trouble’ (Col), with stage show | 


four days; and ‘Rain’ (UA) and 
‘Hell's Crossing’ (UA) (both re- 
issues), three days, $7,500. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 35-44-65 )— 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par) and 
‘Youth Served’ (20th) (both contin- 
ued run from two weeks at Met) 
Around $7,000, very good. Last 


week, ‘South Suez’ (WB) and ‘Street 
Memories’ (20th), $4,000. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55) —‘Bank Dick’ (U) and 
‘Blackout’ (UA). Although ‘Dick’ is 
getting top billing, the underdog 


‘Blackout’ is grabbing off best press 
mention and word-of-mouth. Combo 
will take only a tepid $10,500. Last 
week, ‘Little Men’ (RKO) and ‘Night 
Tropics’ (U), never had a chance, 
only $10,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and 
‘Murder New York’ (20th). Good 
$17,000. Last week, ‘North West 
Mounted’ (Par) and ‘Youth Served’ 
(20th), second stanza, same, very 
good. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Crisis’ (M-G), holdover, two 
days; and ‘Nellie Kelly’-(M-G) and 
‘Escape Glory’ (Col), five days 
heading for healthy $18,000 
week, ‘Third Finger’ 


nabbed nifty $18,500. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 35-44- 
65)—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 


and ‘Youth Served’ (20th) continued 


run from Met. Will garner very 
good $9,000. Last week ‘Street 
Memories’ (20th) and ‘South Suez’ 


(WB), $6,000, n.s.h. 


Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44- 
50)—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Tugboat 
Annie’ (WB) (both 2d run). Okay 
for $4,500 Last week ‘Citv Con- 
quest’ (WB) and ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) 
(both 2d run), $4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 

“Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 
Crisis’ (M-G), two days’ holdove 
and ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and ‘Escape 
Glory’ (Col), five days. Heading fo: 
$14,000, good Last week, ‘Tl 


and ‘Kildare’ copped a 


Finger 
indy $15,400 


‘SINNERS’ SLICK $9,500, 
DENVER: ‘WEST’ FAIR 86 


Denver, Dec. 17 


Cold snap put the crimp in the 
grosses, but not too badly on the 
whole. ‘Seven Sinners’ and ‘Next 


|'Time We Love’ at the Denver top 


the list. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Let- 
ter’ (WB), after a week at the Den- 
ver. Still rating a nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th), good 


/$5.000, after a week at the Denver. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40) 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
day and date with the Rialto. So- 
so $2,500. Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G) 
after a week at the Orpheum, fai: 
$3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) 


(1.750; 25-35- 


/40)-—-‘Night Earl Carroll’s (Par). At 
' $4,000, fair for this time 


of 

Last week, ‘Christmas July’ 

okay $5,500. 
Denver (Fox) 


year. 
(Par), 


(2,525; 25-35-40) 


Last | 


and ‘Kildare’ | 


‘LETTER’ 24G, B’KLYN 


| ‘Reuters’—Hit Parade’ Nice $19,000 
—Skeds Reshuffled for Xmas 








Brooklyn, Dec. 17. 
Christmas shopping affecting biz 
at all downtown deluxers this stanza. 
Best of the lot is Fabian Paramount 
with ‘The Letter’ and ‘Meet 
| Missus.’ Fabian Fox is next with 
| ‘Dispatch from Reuters’ and ‘Hit 
| Parade of 1941’ on the screen. 
| Loew's Metropolitan opens today 
(Tuesday) with ‘Bitter Sweet’ and 
\*Sky Murder.’ RKO Albee also 
| ushering in new bill today. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
|‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th) and ‘Charter 
| Pilot’ (20th). Arrive today (Tues- 
| day ). Last week, ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) 
}and ‘Sandy Man’ (U), quiet $14,500. 


week, ‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and 
‘Red Hair’ (WB), good $18,000. 


Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50) 
|‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G). Open today (Tues- 
day). Last week, ‘Escape’ (M-G) 


and ‘Moon Over’ (UA) (2d wk), nice 
$16,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25-35- 
50—‘Letter’ (WB) and ‘Meet Missus’ 





(Rep). Satisfactory $24,000. Last 
week, ‘North West Mounted’ (Par) 
j}and ‘Father Prince’ (WB) (3d wk), 


| good $16,000. 

Strand (WB) 
'\‘Up in Air’ 
Sale’ (Col). 


(2.870; 25-35-40)— 
(Mono) and ‘Glamour 
Mild $4,000. Last week, 


| Plane Robbery’ (Col), ditto. 


‘XMAS’-SAVITT LEAD 





BALTO WITH $13,000 


Baltimore, Dec. 17. 
Holiday lull being felt here, but 
extra strong Sunday play proving a 
lifesaver all around. Of current 
crop, ‘Christmas in July,’ plus Jan 
Savitt and orchestra at the combo 
Hipp, is leading the parade. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44 )—‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). 
Holding rather fair gait to possible 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G), built to $10,200. 
Hippodrome’ (Rappaport) 
15-28-39-44-55-66) —‘Christmas 
(Par) plus Jan Savitt orchestra. 
Garnering a nice $13,000. Last week, 
‘South Suez’ (WB), thanks to Black- 


stone magic show, rosy $15,300. 


(2,265; 


July’ 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44 ) ‘Bank Dick’ (VU). 


Opens tomorrow (Wednesday) after 
a week of ‘Vigilantes’ (U) to steady 
$5,500. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 
44)—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th). Opening 
tomorrow (Wednesday) after three 
and a half weeks of ‘Tin Pan Alley’ 
(20th) to okay total of $21,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
55)—East River’ (WB). Some 
weekend trade to help toward $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Red Hair’ (WB), 
pointed somewhat at $7,200. 


‘GO WEST’ $4,700, ‘HAIR’ 
AG, PORT., NOT FORTE 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 17 
biz is lower than in the 
vears. ‘Go West,’ however, 
is managing a nice $4,700, while ‘Lady 
with Red Hair’ is reaping $4,000. 

H.o. of ‘Tin Pan Alley’ is good, 

Estimates for This Week 


15-28-35- 


\sSa- 


General 


ist tnree 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50 Land Liberty’ (M-G) and ‘Gal- 
int Sons’ (M-G). Fair $3,800. Last 
week, ‘Voyage Home’ (UA) and 


‘Blackout’ (UA), good $4,200. 
Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 


(1.500: 35-40-50)—‘No Time Comedy’ 
(WB) and ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). (4th 
wk). Average $2.200. Third weel 
plit time with stage unit ‘Little 
Foxes’: four davs went around $1,500 


Orpheum (Hamrick - 
1.801 35-40-50) ‘Tin Pan Alley 


(20th) (3d 


Evergreen 


(20th and ‘Caballero’ 
k). Still holdir 1 to good enoug! 
Paramount Hamrick - Everg 


ape Glory’ (Col) and 
(P $3.900, mild 
United Artists 
West’ (M-G) and ‘Kil 
Crisis’ (M-G). Good $4.700 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) 
ised a third week to good $3,800. 


(Parker) (1.000: 35 


tf) (;0 


Last week, 


‘‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Next Time 
Love’ (U), good $9,500. Last week, 
‘Letter’ aWB) and ‘Night Tropics’ 
(U), nice $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 

‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Gallant Sons’ 
(M-G). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
‘Little Men’ (RKO) and ‘Kildare’s 
Crisis’ (RKO), $7,500. a. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Here Comes Nevy’ (WB) and 
‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB). Very ac- 
ceptable $5,000. Last week, ‘Voyage 
Home’ (UA) and ‘Aunt Maggie’ 
(Rep), good $5,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 


day and date with the Broadway: 
plus ‘Devil’s Pipeline’ (U). Fine 
$2,409. 


the | 


‘Nobody's Children’ (Coi) and ‘Great | 


LA. Weather Helps Soggy B. 0.; 





Fox (Fabian) (4,098: 25-35-50)— 
‘Reuter’s’ (WB) and ‘Hit Parade’ | 
(Rep). Attractive $19,000. Last |! 





Marxes Okay $21, 


000, ‘Sinners’ 116, 


‘Amas Dualed, ‘Dick $8,800, 6 Days 








Broadway Grosses | 


Estimated Total Gross 
ee WOE, os kkoeccuse $265,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
0. a eee $246,000 | 
(Based on 11 theatres) 


‘NELLIE’ - McCOY 
136, BUFF. 
SWELL 


Buffalo, Dec. 17. 

Numerals at the b.o. are holding 
up notably in the face of ore of the 
toughest weeks on the calendar. 
With heaviest of competition from 
public’s shopping coming up, and 
with other tough opposition, includ- 
ing heavy five-day attendance ai ‘Ice 
Follies’ in new Municipal Auditor- 
ium, orchestral and concert spree 
due to interest in new Music Hall, 
Toy Fund and benefit shows and 
other what-nots, pic takings are con- | 
tinuing to ride along at neat clip. | 








| 


Clyde McCoy and ‘Nellie Kelly’ | 
{will hold up satisfactorily at the | 
Buffalo, with Laurel & Hardy at 


the 20th Century driving towards a 
healthy tally and the Marxes, 
usually on the mild side here, look- | 
ing hefty in ‘Go West’ at the Lakes, | 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 


' ‘Nellie Kelly’ (M-G) and Clyde Mc- 


Coy orchestra. Should punch in 
with oka’? $13,000. Last week, ‘Let- 
ter’ (WB) and ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G), | 
nearly $11.000, n-s.g. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 

‘Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 
Crisis’ (M-G). Building for maybe 
over $9,000, very good. Last week, 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) and .‘Murder 
New York’ (20th), spun the turn- 
stiles for nifty $9,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Let- | 
ter’ (WB) and ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) | 
(2d run). . Mild, probably around 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Tugboat Annie’ 


| (WB) and ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th), 


i 


soggy $5,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) 
—Next Time Love’ 
and ‘Sandy Man’ (U). 
spot this week with starvation $4,- 
500. Last week, ‘Girls 21’ (Col) and 
‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col), under an- 
ticipations, but fair $6,800 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000: 30- 
40)—‘Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO) 
and Laurel & Hardy Revue. Looks 
$12,000, plenty good. Last 
(RKO) and Woody 


tra under $10,- 


(3,300; 30-40) 
(U) (re-issue) 
Town’s worst 


like over 
week, ‘Laddie’ 
Herman orche 
000. 
Xmas Nicks Seattle 
° = 

‘Bank Dick’ Fair $4,400 

Seattle, Dec. 17 
are being hard hit by 
Christmas buying, now at 
its height and going stronger than 
has been noted in recent years. 
Only strikes in the lumber indus- 
are marring the local or state 
-nt picture, with defense 
increasing daily. 
plant w 
Jan. 1 


S0O-SOQO, 


’ 


Boxoffices 
7 


the usual 


+ 


A il] start 


and put 


rpoiane 

re-hiring men after 

on new mer 
Estimates for 


This Week 
Blue : 


Mouse (Hamrick-Eve 
30-40-50 I ipe’ (M 
( (M-G) 3d wk). 
oy S$? (if) QO} Vv 
ly $2,600 
Coliseum (Hamr 
1 ,90( 21-: 
(20th) at Rive End’ 
rur Big $4,000 in store. Last v 
‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Burn 
(Par) some, but still good 
$3,300 
Fifth 
green) (1,900; 


e f{ dant 


21-32) “Arge 


aown 


(Hamrick-Ever- 
30-40-50)—‘Tin Pan 
Alley’ (20th) (2d wk). Heading for 
$5,700, big. Last week, same opus 
landed solidly with very okay $7,300. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col) and ‘Glam- 
our Sale’ (Col), Good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Blondie Cupid’ (Col) and 
‘Won't Talk’ (Col), got nowhere with 


Avenue 


$3,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 40-50-65)—'North West Mount- 
ed’ (Par) (4tn wk). Still getting 
attention at $2,500. Last week, 
same film, $3,100, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50) ‘Bank Dick’ (U) 
and ‘Mystery New York’ (20th) 
Fair $4,400. Last week, ‘East River’ 
(WB) and ‘Red Hair’ (WB), very 


slow $3,800 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50) 


| shopping and a mild 


| —‘Seven 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 
Perfect weather conditions over 
the weekend helped slightly to over- 
come apathy prompted by Christmas 
flu. epidemic, 


| Consequently first runs are manag- 


ing to keep out of the red on this the 
notorious week before Xmas. 

But biz is nothing to crow over. 
Marx Bros, with ‘Go West’ are 
heading Loew’s State and Chinese 
for satisfactory $21,000 while Mar-‘ 
lene Dietrich in ‘Seven Sinners’ is 
giving the Warners Day-Daters so- 
so trade. “Paramount brought in 
‘Night at Earl Carroll's’ to help bol- 
ster, and will finish week with mild 
$10,000. ‘Bank Dick’ is being pulled 
at RKO and Pantages after six days. 
days. 


Paramount extended itself on ex- 


ploiting ‘Christmas in July’ and sent 
its house Fanchonettes parading 
through downtown streets for two 


days last week. Girls were garbed 
in summery Santa Claus attire and 
carried series of placards, gist of 
which was that they wanted Christ- 
mas in July. Stunt created some 
attention but failed to bolster box- 
office to any appreciable extent. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034: 
30-44-55-75)—‘Go West’ (M-G) an 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G). Debutted (14), and 
on week looks like okay $9,000. Last 
| week, ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and 
‘Charter Pilot’ (20th), on 10 day 
week, amassed comfortable $12.000. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
Sinners’ (U) and ‘Always 
Pride’ (WB). Just fair with $5,600. 
Last week, ‘East River’ (WB) and 
‘Bit of Heaven’ (U), slow $5,500. 
Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 44-55) 
‘Escape’ (M-G) (3d wk.). Doing 
good could be expected for 
week before Xmas, and will be 
satisfied with $3,700. Second stanza 
brought satisfactory $4,500. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Seven Sinners’ ‘Always 


(U) and 
Bride’ (WB). Looks like so-so $5,400. 


as as 


Last week, ‘East River’ (WB) and 
‘Bit of Heaven’ (U), not very hot 
at $4,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-44-55) 


‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Escape Glory’ 


(Col). Weak $4,300 in six days. Last 
week, ‘You'll Find Out (RKO) and 
‘Five Peppers’ (Col), just topped 
$5,300. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Christmas July’ (Par) and 
‘Night Earl Carroll's’ (Par), plus 
stage show. ‘Night at Carroll's’ 
rushed in (16) to bolster after 
‘Christmas’ started dismalty. Dual 
bill will be held through (20) with 
new screen and stage show opening 
(21). Looks like poor $10,000 on 
current stanza. Last week, ‘Dancing 


Dime’ (Par) with ‘Folies 
Stage,’ very di 
above $18,000 


3ergere on 
appointing at slightly 


RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)—~ 
‘Bank Dick’ (U) and ‘Escape Glory’ 
(Col). Will be iuey to hit $4,500 in 
six days Last wedk, ‘Find Out’ 

' (RKO) and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col), 
okay $6,100 

State (Loew’s-F-Wce) (2,414; 30-44- 
55-75)—Go West’ (M-G) and 
‘Dulcy’ (M-G) (Got underway (14) 
toward $12,000. Last week ‘Come 
rade X’ (M-G) and ‘Charter Pilot’ 
(20th). held 10 days for okav $17,300. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55)—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and 
‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) Moveover 
headed for $3,500 Last week (five 
davs), ‘Dictator’ (UA), ended three 
and a half weeks grind run. Third 
full week $4.500 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,414: 30-44-55) 

‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and ‘Charter 
Pilot 20 Heading for good 
$5 700 t) ve I ist f ] | mn 
Pat A] 20 rd d 
“Ne r Ke llv’ (M xs) fo total »f 
10 davs. f: $5.800. 

‘G l Wings’ (U) and leet 
Mi (Rep) | " of 
val Goo $5,000 Last week 

Margie (U) and ‘Leatherpu hers! 
(U) plus vaude, slow $4,300 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.039: 30-40-50)—‘Go West’ (M-G) 
and ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO). Fine 
$6,700. Last week, ‘You'll Find 


Out’ (RKO) and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO), 
$6,000, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 16-32)~ 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Great 
Profile’ (20th) (2d run). Latter film 
replaced after days with ‘Money and 


Woman’ (WB). Garnering around 
$2,300, okay. Last week, ‘Springs 
Parade’ (U) and ‘Flowing Gold 
(WB), five days, then ‘Gold’ res 
placed with ‘Haunted Honeymoo 
(all 2d run) to complete week of 
$2,100, okay 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
16-30) ‘Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) 
and ‘Frank James’ (20th) (2d run). 


All right $2,000. Last week, ‘Boom 
Town’ (M-G) (2d wk, 3d run),-$2,- 
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Lisbon Night Lif 
££ ontinued from page 1 

a babel of French, English, Spanish, | leave Broadway, and had to choose 


Polish, Belgian, Dutch, a smattering | 


of Portuguese and sign language. 

Liquor is cheap (Scotch highball 
24c, champagne cocktail 36c) and is 
virtually the only commodity in Lis- 
bon which is within reason. 

Each bar is crowded, in addition 
to patrons, with Les Dames, nom- 
inally hosteses but actually commis- 
sion girls, drink hustlers and just 
hustlers. It brought a nostalgic tear 
to my eye to watch these gals seri- 
ously ordering an ‘Americano’ when 
an American buys their drink, or an 
‘Inglatarre’ when an 
shells out, and then see the barkeep 
serve them the old standby of the 
clipjoints—lemonade with a slice of 
orange peel, for which the sucker 
shells out 10 Escudos (an Escudo is 
worth 4c). 

There are two joints with girl 
shows, the Arcadia and the Olympia, 
reminiscent of the 
sino—combo cafe and vaude show— 
with most of the performers native 
talent although at the suburban Ca- 
sino Estoril, with a gambling 
hookup, the Harmony Kings, Amer- 
ican Negro syncopators, are head- 
lined. But the native shows, to be 
super-polite, smell by comparison to 
Broadway stuff, and the atmosphere 
in both the Arcadia and the Olympia 
gives the impression the owners are 
just waiting for Arthur Ganger (the 
bar-fixture tycoon in New York) to 
come in and take inventory. 

As in the smaller bars, Les Dames 
lurk in the corners of both the Ar- 
cadia and the Olympia, and a solo 
guy or a pair of mopes coming in 
unaccompanied draw a flock 
harpies in fast, flying-wedge forma- 
tion that would scare hell out of the 
Chicago Bears. 

Portuguese Torch Joints 

However, these places do not par- 
ticularly cater to the native Portu- 
guese trade. The Lisbonites hit for 
a third kind of nightspot, known 
locally as ‘Fahdos cafes.’ A ‘fahdos’ 
can perhaps best be described as a 
torca song of the Fannie Brice ‘My 
Man’ or Helen Morgan ‘My Bill’ 
type, and in these dives the Lisbon 
revelers sit gloomily over glasses of 


native wine and listen to singing 
waitresses or regular professional 
warblers lament the loss of the one 


and only, accompanied by the tinkle 
of a piano or guitar. Has slight ap- 
peal, apparently, to foreigners, how- 
ever, as the atmosphere exceed 
ingly depressing. 

On the other 
tainment fen however, 
are doing a_land-office 
Seventeen good-sized and modern 
downtown movie houses, five | 
and vaudeville houses and an opera 
all are banging away with good box- 
offices, 
tive poverty of the large percen 
of native population, charge plenty 
at the gate. 

Ernie Pyle, of Scripps-Howard 
newspapers, and I went to see ‘Nin- 
otchka’ at the Sao Luiz (English 
dialog with superimposed Por 
guese titles) and paid only 40c apiece 


IS 


the enter- 
theatre 


busines 


side of 
e. 


egit 


tage 


tu- 


and in spite of the compara- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Englishman | 


old French Ca- | 


of | 


between Peoria and Lisbon, gimme 
Peoria. 





(Since writing this, George Lait 
scrammed to London, where he is 
now covering the British war front 
for International News Service.) . 


Linda Ware 
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which brought on a lawsuit in which 
the father’s attorney claimed that 
people had ducked out on legal serv- 
ice and Linda herself came close to 
being cited for contempt of court for 
failure to return and appear in the 
habeas corpus proceedings. The 
judge finally ruled that during the 
airport commotion there had not 
been jegal service on the youngster. 

In reply to the starlet’s query, 
‘Could my father bring about more 
trouble and detain me in Detroit or 
could the courts give me the priv- 
ilege of meeting my engagement 
there and then leaving”’ Judge Smith 
gave her a tip. 

He said that while he had dis- 
missed the previous proceedings be- 
cause of improper service, her father 
could again start proceedings to gain 
her possession. 

‘It would be best,’ he suggested, 
‘that you not come in to Detroit un- 
less you consult an attorney and 
through him seek a restraining order 
which would prevent your father 
from interfering with you while in 


| Detroit.’ 

If an injunction is obtained, it 
could restrain Stillwagon from in 
any way interfering with Linda's 
visit. For the last eight years Linda 
has been with her aunt and uncle. 


| ter-in-law 


|} against the uncle. 


Their possession of her became fur- 
ther complicated when in October 
her aunt started suit for divorce 
Technically, Mrs. 
Stillwagon, the aunt and sis- 
of Linda’s father, the 


Anna 


1S 


| legal guardian. 





| Marx Bros. 
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Broadway nostalgia out of his system 
intensive 


in two or three weeks of 
theatre-going, and then he’s ready to 
return to his gentleman-farming in 
Hollywood 

He motored east with his son and 
laughte1 The boy, intercollegiate 
freshman tennis champ, isn’t return- 
ing to USC, but will start writing 
around the film studios, 


For M-G 
Dec 


Marxes ‘Step’ 


Hollywood, is 


Marx Bros. use a department store 
as background for their Metro fea- 


ture, ‘Step This Way.’ 
Shooting starts early ir 
‘HEAVEN’ BOW 


Mexico City, Dec. 17 


1 February 


MEX’S 





for 10th-row center-aisle orchestra Warners hired the government’s 
seal ‘he mezzanine and boxes, Palace of Fine Arts (National Thea 
however, sell at $1.80, plus the tip for tre) here for the Mexican introd 
th who shows you to your n (12) of ‘All This and Heave 
seat and hands you a program Too.’ 
Muggs Certainly Do ‘Heaven’ the seco Ame? 

Other picture n town at the mo ) to ve Mex at 
meé t are A M nna M ilhe: I avorit "g eC Pa J 
(My Favorite Wife’), ‘Mulher« 
(‘The Women’), ‘Raffles,’ ‘O Leao dos |” 
Mares’ (‘Convoy’), ‘O Regresso de a: 
Frank James’ (The Return of Frank In London Studios 
James’), ‘Hollywood Hotel’ and the 
one which did my heart good to see, 
‘Bigamia’ (Too Manv Husbands’). London, Dec. 3 
with title credit for the screenplay Robert Newton being paged for 
Biven in Pertuguese to ex-Variety | lead in ‘Gift to His Majesty,’ second 


mugg Claude Binyon. 
get around. 


We muggs do 


All the legit and vaude is native | 


Portuguese or Spanish talent. Con- 
tinentally smutty, and the less said 
about it the better. 

Principal hangout for English- 
speaking travelers and visitors is the 
American Bar in the Avenida Falace 


vne 
hotel. Other pop spots for gringos 


are the cocktail bar and tea dansant | 


at the Hotel Aviz; the bar at the 
Hotel Europa; the Cafe Negresco 
(which reminds me of Toots Shor’s); 
the Imperial Bar and Freddy’s Res- 


on RKO’s program for this side. Les- 
lie Fenton directs. 


Warners will start ‘Atlantic Ferry’ 


second from its Teddi 
Margaretta Scott is thus far 
assigned. 


as ngton studio 
output. 


sole player 





British National’s ‘Love On The 
Dole’ untierway with Jessie Mat- 
thews in the lead. John Baxter 
| produces and directs, 


taurant Viennese where they special- 


ize in Wiener Schnitzel and Apfel- 
strudl., 


On the whole, however, if I had to 





Arthur Macrae, Cecil Parker, Ivor 
Barnard, Loueen McGrath and Man- 
ning Whiley signed to complete ros- 
ter of RKO’s ‘Saint’s Vacation.’ Pic 
stars Hugh Sinclair and Sally Gray 
Leslie Fenton directs, 
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Trio in Move to Balk Setup 
Whereby Film Booking 
Merger May Create Prod- 


+ 
+ 





Sydney Sets ‘Dictator’ 


Sydney, Dec. 17. 


‘The Great Dictator’ has been set 








uct Monopoly Down Under 


—U. S. Firms Interested in, 
20 Melbourne Nabes 


OPPOSITION 


METRO 


| 


Melbourne, Dec. 5. 


Metro and Paramount are em- 
phasizing their stand offering exhibit 
opposition to Hoyts-Greater Union 
Theatres in this zone when the lat- 
ter swing back into General Thea- 
tres early in 1941. Thus, M-G and 
Par join indie interests here that 





are fighting the threatened prod- 
uct tieup. 
Par quits its own show-window, 


the Capitol, as lease goes to Hoyts, 
which intends using the house as an 
acer in the merger setup, which 
will see several theatres booking for 
Hoyts-GUT. To offset this, Par 
clinched a major deal with Sir Ben 
Fuller on his re-entry into the pic 
biz via his renovated St. James, for- 
merly known as the Apollo, and used 
some years ago as an ace legit house. 

To keep pace with product out- 
lets, however, Par has come to an 
agreement with Metro to spot top 
Metro’s own show-win- 
dow from time to time, preeming 
firstly with ‘Northwest Mounted 
Police’ on extended run bid. Metro 
intends to sell a goodly portion of 
product also to Sir Ben Fuller, and 
the opposition setup as planned will 
be Metro-Par-Fuller against Gen- 
eral Theatres. 

Apart from the ace centers, Metro 
and Par are deeply interested in 
a pretty powerful Melbourne nabe 
setup of some 20 houses. Metro on 
solo operates six theat in the ace 
cities of Australia, and may expand 





Hrodiict in 
proauct in Ss 


"eS 


still further later under’ Bernie 
Freeman. Par'’s Sydney show-win- 
dow is the Prince Edward as con- 
trolled by the Carroll-Musgrave in- 


ly, Sit 
a Svdnev h 
former 
m, W 
Si 


he was loo 


Fuller 
having 
vauder to Snider- 

$-D yoked in 
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terests. Present Ben 
minus 
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Dean for ater 
with Hoyts. 
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UA NAMES KATZ 
Alfred Katz named 
ager in Japan for United 
Succeeds Joe Goltz, who become 
manager in China. Katz was man- 
ager for Metro in Poland for a num- 
| her of years. 

Goltz 


Nor 


general 


Artist 


moves jinto spot 


in Westwood, resign 


the 


vacated 


| by ed | 


(Tuesday ) 


to open here during Christmas week 
on Hoyts circuit. 

Terms call for 50% rental, no in- 
creased admissions and no double- 
feature playdates. 


OSCAR DEUTSCH 


RESIGNS UA 


ustralian Distribs Would Prevent 
Shortage of Films by Conservation 


—_— 


Sydney, Dec. 1. 
Gordon Ellis, general manager of 
British Empire Films, forecasts a 


‘conservation of product by distribs 


in 1941 to prevent a local shortage, 
following increased tempo of the in- 
ternational situation. Ellis likewise 
believes that the U. S. producers— 
B. E. F. handles Republic and Monoe- 
gram here as well as British mate- 


| rial—will cut down on quantity next 


year, boating across only quality 
product to offset exhibs’ rejection 


rights, and to escape any possibili- 


ties of pix being canned after pay- 
ing present high landing costs and 


other internal slugs. 
Major loop execs have suggested 


to distribs that product should be 
|} conserved almost immediately to 
|aveid any boating slipups in the 
event of the war extending to the 
Pacific. Like Ellis, they firmly be- 


(BRITISH) 


London, Dec: 17. 


Oscar Deutsch, Odeon circuit chief, 
resigned as a director of United Art- 





(ing to Teddy Carr, joint managing 
' director of United Artists here. He 
| retains hig holdings in UA, it was 
| stated. 





New York office of UA yesterday 
claimed to have no 
knowledge of Oscar Deutsch’s resig- 
nation from directorate of British 
UA organization. 


| Exhibs, 


Lenauer’s Catering Biz 


Jean Lenauer, formerly a N. Y. 
picture exhibitor, last week turned 
caterer and chef, opening Kitchen, 
Inc., on the east side of New York. 

He attracted attention in the for- 


eign film field by first showing 
‘Mayerling,’ ‘Carnival in Flanders 


and ‘Grand Illusion’ in this country 








at the Filmarte theatre, N. Y. | 
; London in Warti 
London, Dec. 3. 
Hyams Bros.’ three super cinemas, 
closed since blitz, reopening 
Kurt Joos, head of ballet company 
bearing his name, who played Lon 


don for several seasons and was in- 


terned some time ago, is to be re- 
leased. 
Claude Luxemberg organizing 


shows for the Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps. 
Sydney Torch, organi: of State 
Cinema, Kilburn, re 
ne seven y@ars ago, quit to join 
Royal Air Fo e and he 
ng a wirel operato! 
Lieut. Col. John MeGrath, for 
rl] general mar ; 3 t 
R yal, D V tl! to | ! 
NI ionnell from (¢( 
1 p 
John Woolf received p 
' y Ww . . f x . 
) W ea ( 
ve WJ lf } ) l tL? t* i 
As result of private ps ) 
of the Anglo-Polish Ballet compan 
there is a possibility company will 
be presented in the West End for 
hort run and then tour some key 
cities. Venture is said to be fi- 
nanced by a Polish business man, 


who has put up $12,000. 


Trade is full of story of old lady, 


not in the profession, who recently 
died and left Josie Collins $80,000 
Same lady is said to have left $2,000 
to Phyllis Dare. 

Jack Webb taking the Vivien 
Palmer show, recently at Imperial! 
theatre, Brighton, to do month’s sea- 


son at Prince of Wales. theatre, 
Cardiff. 
Tome Price, of the Foster office, on 


the sick list. 


| ° ° 
as possible covering 


| product flow 


lieve that distribs should adopt a 
policy to protect local exhibs as far 
1941. Charles 
Munro, Hoyts, for instance, told dis- 
tribs that his own loop would be 
prepared to run pix longer than 


| hitherto, taking a loss on the final 
| ists Corp., Ltd., last week, accord- | 


week if necessary, just so long as a 
could be adequately 
maintained. 

In some instances distribs stocks 
have gone dangerously low, and only 
the timely arrival of a boat from 
U.S. has saved the situation. Dis- 
tribs, according to many exhibs, ap- 
pear over-anxious to release product 
as quickly as possible following ar- 
rival. and seem content, presently, 
to let the future take care of itself. 
however, especially those 
controlling major loops, figure this 
policy as too dangerous under pres- 
ent wartime conditions. 


MORE LONDON LEGITERS 
SIGN UP FOR PROVINCES 





London, Dec. 3. 
Strawhat route, fashioned into 
money-colored verdancy by _ Sshitit- 
tered West End, gets additional ate 
tention with trek by more name 
thesps into those particular woods. 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd, is doing ‘On 


Approval,’ Frederick Lonsdale com- 


edy, with Dina Churchill and Parry 
Bart in the leads: O’Bryen, I t 
and Dunfee send the Alfred Dray- 
ton-Robertson Hare team to the 
north country with ‘Women Aren't 
Angels’: S. N. Behrman’s Broadway 
‘No Time for Comedy,’ with Diara 
Wynyard and Rex Harrison, is t 
for many weeks in provincial 
cities and will then cover troop 
camps 


French Director Esway 


YT ‘ e -. ‘. - 
In Nazi Prison Camp 
Lieutenant Alex dre E y, long 
prominent as a French film director, 
Irvin Marks, hi New York 
ent, from a Na prison « l 
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inate $ 32 

London, Dec. 3. 
Associated -rovincial Picture 
Houses, controlling 18 theatres in as- 
sociation with Gaumont-British. ane 


nounced net profit of $337,606 


year ended May 31 

Directors decided to pass up final 
ordinary divvy, in line with current 
procedure of operators over here 
during the war. Two percent ale 
ready has been paid on ordinary ¢} 


shares, 





Warner Bros. spending $400,000 on 


its new ‘Disraeli’ picture, biggest 
coin it has ever spent on an Eng- 


' lish-made, 


for 
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North, Central and South 


AMERICA” 


- President Roosevelt has designated “ 
today as o 


PAN-AMERICAN 
AVIATION DAY 
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\ 7 Ties that bind us together 


in the Americas were never 


closer. This is a day of hemispheric 
patriotism. | 
The motion picture industry plays : 
its part. As you read these words 
gallant pilots are winging their way 
through the air with prints of | 
i" FLIGHT COMMAND (the new 


‘it 


s 


® i] 
— & 4 
Ly 
ate i 
ag 
re 


van Speen 


eet i 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer picture star- 
ring Robert Taylor) to Toronto, to 
Washington, to Havana, to Mexico 
City and on down through the capi- 
tals of all Central and South Ameri- 
can countries. Banquets will be held 
preceding the simultaneous interna- 
tional preview. 

Watch for FLIGHT COMMAND! 
It is unquestionably a momentous 
achievement in the drama of the 
skies. Remember M-G-M’s “Hell 
Divers’? “Test Pilot’? : 

You'll never forget FLIGHT ? 
COMMAND. 7 a. 
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ABOVE: Newspaper advertising dramatizes an important film event from Coast to Coast! 


/ THIS AD APPEARED 
YESTERDAY IN 
43 NEWSPAPERS! 


Something new in launching a Film Premiere and of course M-G-M does 
it first! Direct box-office tie-up! Practical linking of a front-page story 
of national importance with M-G-M’s new giant entertainment! When 
“Flight Command” comes to your theatre it’s preceded by promotion 
that sells tickets in advance. Friendly Company, friendly to your box-office! 


With the gratefully acknowledged cooperation of the United States Navy, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer presents ROBERT TAYLOR in “FLIGHT 
COMMAND?” with Ruth Hussey, Walter Pidgeon, Paul Kelly, Shepperd Strudwick, Nat Pendleton. A Frank Borzage Production. Screen Play } 
by Wells Root and Commander Harvey Haislip. An M-G-M Picture. Directed by FRANK BORZAGE. Produced by J. WALTER RUBEN 
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- TOP 1940 STARS AND PIX. 


+—— 


claimed Chaplin as among their top | 





(Continued from page 1) 
cepted by ticket buyers without dis- 
gent. Showmanship, which is the art 
of converting amusement into cash, 
touched new peaks of ingenuity and 
management skill in separating the- 
atre customers from their currency. 

From its week-to-week boxoffice 
survey of first-run showings in 
leading key cities, its reports from 
nearly 200 correspondents through- 
out the United States, and discus- 
sions with qualified and informed 
industry executives, Variety has 
collated the year’s money record on 
outstanding film productions, stars 
and players and directors, 


The industry’s intake for the 12- 
month period was somewhat lessened 
from previous years, however, by 
reason of the disorganized foreign 
market, due to war conditions, and 
the competition of the national Pres- 
idential campaign, which seriously 
lowered receipts in October, usuaily 
a strong month for theatres. 


Out in front of the boxoffice pa- 
rade is ‘Gone With the Wind,’ the 
Selznick-Initernational film version in 
color of Margaret Mitchell’s best 
selling novel. It eclipsed in theatre 
revenues any film in the history of 
the industry, soaring to a gross that 
ultimately will be reflected in film 
rentals in excess of $20,000,000, a 
handsome return on a princely in- 
vestment of $5,000,000. Its earning 
potentialities by no means have been 
exhausted as it catches its second 


wind, so to speak, and begins its sec- | 


ond season of bookings, this time at 
the prevailing popular prices. 

Three other productions of out- 
standing audience appeal gave lustre 
to the year's financial record. They 


are ‘Boom Town,’ (M-G), co-starring * 


Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy, Clau- 
dette Colbert and Hedy Lamarr; 
Cecil B. DeMille’s melodrama of the 
Canadian constabulary, ‘North West 
Mounted Police’ (Par), and the film- 
{zation of Daphne du Maurier’s mys- 
tery story, ‘Rebecca’ (S-I). Each of 
the three should reach that 
would place any one of them at the 
top of an industry’s list for any nor- 
mal year. 
Feeling of Confidence 

As authenticated reports of box- 
office returns comes to the film pro- 
ducing colony from New York home 
offices, there is ample reason for the 


grosses 


general feeling of confidence that 
pervades Hollywood. The income 
figures supply the background for 
the annual recapitulation and esti- 
mate of the work and efforts of the 
creating branch of the industry. 
Trends of popularity and loss of 
public following are measured !n 


the cold, hard figures of public at- 
tendance. New assignments of stars, 
supporting players, directors and 
script-writers hinge on the record of 
experience. 
Hollywood today 
crossroad, contending with perplexi- 
ties which have been brought about 
by the serious depletions of foreign 
Tevenues, due to war _ conditions 
abroad, and the newly imposed sell- 


is at ancther 


ing conditions as outlined in the 
consent decree which has set up 
terms of an armistice between the 


industry and the Government in the 
anti-trust action. Former methods of 
Picture selling are abolished by the 
decree, which substitutes a five-pic- 
ture group plan in place of the long 
established seasonal blockbooking 
methods. In the future, Hollywood 
must turn out product that can stand 
On its individual, rather than collec- 
tive, merits. That is why the leaders 
here in all branches are in a huddle 
over the current year’s boxoffice re- 
turns. Today the heads of each stu- 
dio are eyeing their competitors with 
new interest. Drawing of 
players has taken on new signifi- 
cance. Directorial skill is in demand. 
The industry’s new sales plan more 
closely synchronizes with the pub- 


ability 


lic’s keen discrimination at the box- 
Office. 
Other Outstanders 
There are other outstanding pro- 


ductions of 1940 that are indicative 
of the Hollywood urge to make the 
Pictures bigger and better. The ulti- 
mate grosses on most of these are 
closely estimated, based on first and 
subsequent run returns over all sec- 
tions of the country. Some of them, 
however, that have been in release 
for less than two months are still 
too new for accurate appraisal. 

In the latter group is the Charlie 
Chaplin propaganda-farce, ‘The Dic- 
tator,’ which is showing at advanced 
Prices with varying success. Its real 
test at the wickets will come when 
it is generally released at regular 
admission prices, within the price 
Teach of the masses that always have 





favorites. 

In the listings, following the four 
already mentioned, ‘The Fighting 
69th’ (WB) is generally acknowl- 
edged as next in line. This picture 
proves again the value of timeliness 
of release, since it caught the full 
power of the public’s decision for 
national military preparedness co- 
incident with its release. It will 
stand as an example of smart show- 
manship, good script writing, splen- 
did exploitation and earnest and 
sincere playing. 

Metro’s ‘Strike Up the Band’ and 
‘Northwest Passage’ are high on the 
list of the year’s big grossers, and 
each is an example of surefire 
screen-fare. The former contains the 
potent combination of Mickey Rooney 
and Judy Garland in a filmusical 
which stresses youthful talent. The 
latter is an adaptation of the Ken- 
neth Roberts historical novel, which 
for some time was at the top of 
best-sellers. 


Victor Fleming (‘Gone’) 
Top B.O. Director 


Other films which reached wide- 
spread success are ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too,’ starring the dependable 
Bette Davis; ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ which 
Lis too new for any accurate estimate, 
but rates attention nevertheless be- 
|cause of first-run returns; ‘I Love 
You Again,’ which reunited William 
Powell and Myrna Loy as a comedy 
|team; ‘Grapes of Wrath’ (20th-Fox), 
perhaps the most widely discussed 
film of the year because of its frank 
approach to the social problems of 
the itinerant farm workers and by 
further reason of the wide circula- 
tion of the John Steinbeck book from 
whieh the picture was taken; ‘Arise, 
My Love’ (Par), romance against the 
European war background; and 
‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante,’ des- 
tined to surpass in popularity all 
other of the Rooney-Stone series. 

Additional important coin pictures 
of the year are ‘Ghost 
(Par), ‘My Favorite Wife’ 





‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ (20th- 
Fox) ‘Mark of Zorro’ (20th-Fox), 
and ‘Road to Singapore’ (Par). 
Victor Fleming, with his direction 


(RKO), 


of ‘Gone With the Wind,’ coasted 
easily as top money director of the 
year. A newcomer, Alfred Hitch- 
cock, moves into second position by 


reason of ‘Rebecca’ (S-I) and ‘For- 


eign Correspondent’ (Wanger), both 
made in Hollywood, and ‘Jamaica 
Inn,’ produced in England. 


With a script that was none too 
forte, but with acting talent that in- 
cluded Gable, Tracy, Colbert and 
Lamarr, the success of ‘Boom Town’ 
may be safely credited to the vigor- 
ous direction by Jack Conway. Pic- 
was a atly balanced job of 
weighing human drama against spec- 


iil 


ture ne 
tacle. 
De Mille’s ‘Mounted’ 

Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘North West 
Mounted Police’ is an example of ac- 
tion picture in a locale removed from 
the familiar western. plains, yet re- 
taining of excitement and 
big movement. It was DeMille who 
delved into the history books to dis- 
cover the little known incident of the 
Riel border rebellion, for an 
original screenplay that lacked noth- 
ing in suspense and surprise. 

John Ford rates high position on 
the year’s. directorial list with 
‘Grapes of Wrath,’ ‘Drums Along the 
Mohawk’ and ‘Long Voyage Home.’ 
Michael Curtiz is in select company 
with ‘Virginia City,’ ‘Four Wives’ and 
‘Sea Hawk,’ all Warner Bros. produc- 


tions. 


elements 


basis 


Irving Cummings at 20th-Fox had 
one of his most productive and busi- 
est vears, turning out ‘Down Argen- 
tine Way.’ ‘Everything Happens at 
Night’ and ‘Lillian Russell.’ At the 
Warner studio William Dieterle di-: 
rected ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet’ 


and ‘Dispatch from Reuters,’ and at | 


RKO he did ‘The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame.’ 

Many other directors had single 
efforts that were far above normal 


at the boxoffice. Victor Schertzinger 
returned to the topnotch group with 
two filmusicals for Paramount, ‘Road 
to Singapore’ and ‘Rhythm on the 
River.’ Preston Sturges, erstwhile 
scriptist, hit popular fancy with ‘The 
Great McGinty’ (Par), but was less 
successful with ‘Christmas in July.’ 
The year passed without a film 
from Frank Capra, who is just now 
putting the finishing tquches on ‘Meet 
John Doe’ (WB), which will not be 
released until after the turn of the 
year. 
Outside 


of Metro, 20th-Fox and 


Breakers’ | 
(RKO), | 
‘Knute Rockne, All American’ (WB), | 





Warners most of the companies 
found it a pretty tough task in cast- 
ing pictures with formidable box- 
office names. Metro, of course, is 
the ‘Gibraltar’ of creative and name 
talent. It traded considerable of its 
talent on the outside this year as it 
did in previous years and some of 
it again benefited greatly through 
, outside usage and will prove un- 
| usually valuable on the home lot in 
the future with possibilities its loan- 
out days or farming period are over. 
| With this edge Metro naturally had 
|the incentive and right to make the 
most costly of pictures, being in- 
sured on boxoffice value as well as 
| percentage’ terms. Warners and 
| 20th, though, not having as nearly 
large a cushion to fall back on, how- 
/ever, traded in spots with their own 
talent and managed to be able to 
cast their important pictures with 
|names that were receptive to public 
and exhibitor. 
Then, of course, all three com- 
|}panies went after the bigger free- 
lance star and feature names and 
| cornered most of them on group 


,picture commitments which kept 

| them off the general market. 
Paramount, fortunately, in some 

|respects was lucky through Bob 


Hope, Dorothy Lamour, Jack Benny 
| and Bing Crosby coming through, 
|especially the former two, with 
|Gary Cooper coming back to the 
'/ home lot for ‘North West Mounted 
| Police.’ Though casting problems 
for top names were encountered, the 
company managed to use some of its 
new talent which managed to dress 
|up production adequately. 

Too Few To Go Around 

| Columbia, RKO and the United 
| Artists groups of producers were the 
i hardest sufferers, especially during 
the past six months, for lack of top 
names on rosters or inability to get 
them for pictures. Some of these 
companies had to hold back import- 
ant production for considerable per- 
iods on this account until they could 


| 
| 


6 Top Money Directors 


Victor Fleming 
Alfred Hitchcock 
Jack Conway 
Cecil B. DeMille 
John Ford 
Michael Curtiz 





get personalities with potent box- 
Office value to fill the top name gaps. 

Universal was somewhat better 
fortified along these lines by being 
able to use the star talent it had 
already under contract, such as 
Deanna Durbin, Gloria Jean, W. C. 
Vields and Bing Crosby and also by 
rnaking package commitments on 
cast, directors and writers. This is 
setting to be a new method of pro- 


cluction for companies which have 
not sufficient top b.o. names on the 
roster for the bigger productions, 


and agents who have these packages 


have found this method of selling 
roost lucrative. These packages in 
some instances stand a studio from 
$150,000 to $350,000 Besides, the 
agents who sell them manage in- 
‘variably to fill the major portion of 
the balance of said package with 
their own clients. 


Budding Talent Had 


Chance to Blossom 
| With the big 
ralled, plenty of s 


names being cor- 
prouting talent had 


a chance to come to the horizon. 
Among those who made marked 


trides was Betty Grable, considered 
just an ornament or support in the 
past. She came through in great 
style at 20th-Fox Her first big 
chance came in ‘Down Argentine 
Way,’ with ‘Tin Pan Alley’ clinching 
a starring spot for her on the "40-41 
program. 

Mary Martin, who had been sort of 


under wraps at Paramount, 
forth in ‘Rhythm on the River,’ with 
her work in ‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ to 
be released warranting her 
being in stellar position cn the Par- 
| amount player list. 

Betty Field is another Paramount 
player the studio is bringing to the 


came 


soon, 


fore. Her first histrionic recognition 
came with her work in ‘Mice and 
Men.” Still another on the same lot 
is Ellen Drew. who will probably 
reach the starring bracket during 
1941. 

Martha Scott. who got her start 
with Sol Lesser in ‘Our Town,’ 


forged to the front quickly and did 
well in ‘Howards of Virginia,’ which 
earned her a co-starring part in 
‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ just com 


Jed 


pleted. 
lictor Mature, a juve who H 
Roach garnered, ives promise of 





being a big timer, getting co-star 
billing in ‘1,000,000 B. C.’ and ‘Cap- 
tain Caution,’ which landed him 
the lead opposite Ann Neagle in ‘No, 
,|No Nanette.’ Also from Roach lot 
jis a promising simportant person- 
‘ality, Carole Landis. 

A Family Affair Here 


| washed up, suddenly did a corking 
| job at Warners in ‘They Drive By 
| Night’ with result she is in demand 
while her husband, Louis Hayward, 
who first scored in ‘Iron Mask’ for 
| Edward Small, has climbed into the 


Ida Lupino, who was considered | 


! 


} 





who is making ‘Meet John Doe,’ for 
early 1941 release, on his own; Jesse 
Lasky, who will make ‘The Amazing 
Story of Sergeant York,’ and George 
S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, who will 
turn out‘ Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
from their co-authored Broadway 
hit of the same name. 

At 20th-Fox a deal was made with 
Howard Hughes for his forthcoming 
product and also with a package 
group consisting of Ronald Colman, 
Charles Boyer, Irene Dunne, Lewis 
Milestone and Anatol Litvak, with 
William Hawks handling the biz des- 


| star circle with his showing in ‘Son | tiny of the unit. 


of Monte Cristo.’ 


It is likely that most of these stu- 


Lana Turner, though not yet in the dios will add other indie-financed 
| star group, is getting careful groom- | producers to their releasing group, 
'ing at Metro which expects to add | figuring in that way that production 


| both her and Laraine Day to the|responsibility and burden will 


| Star contingent during 1941. 

Judy Canova, grabbed off by Herb 
| Yates for a couple of pictures, 
| proved an instantaneous fave, with 
|her first picture, ‘Scatterbrain,’ re- 
| sulting 
more for her during the coming year. 
| Lucille Ball, who was kicked here 
| and there during past three years 
|at RKO, proved to the studio that 
she is starring material in ‘Too Many 


|on the lot and which will elevate her 

| to the charmed circle. 

| ‘Rebecca’ was the making of Joan 
Fontaine as a screen personality, 
while Mary Beth Hughes, who had a 


| 


in studio planning several | 


be 
lifted from studio heads. 20th-Fox 
may add several by spring. 
Fat Quota from Radio 

Films drew some worthwhile per- 
sonalities out of the radio field dur- 
ing 1940. Abbott and Costello came 
to Universal, made one and just fin- 
ished another after star elevation. 


|Looks as though films will have a 
|} hold on their future entertainment 


| activities. 
Girls,’ ‘Dance, Girl Dance’ and ‘A | 
| Girl, A Guy and a Gob,’ just finished | 


Kay Kyser proved to be the leader 
of the radio band leaders. He made 
one toward end of 1939 which got 
most of its coin this year and just 


, completed his second, with RKO hav- 


bad start at Metro, then moved to! 


20th-Fox, where they say she is the 
nearest approach to Jean Harlow. 
Another gal on that lot who will 
| probably hit the star circle in the 
|coming year is Linda Darnell, with 
John Payne also being groomed by 
| Darryl Zanuck for stardom after his 
work in ‘Tin Pan Alley.’ 

Warners has a great star prospect 
in Ronald Reagan, who did fine 
work in ‘Knute Rockne’ and fol- 
lowed it up in ‘Santa Fe Trail.’ An- 
| other chap on that lot coming to the 
fore this year was Dennis Morgan, 
who has a great pair of pipes and 
| will fill the niche vacated by Dick 
| Powell when studio starts its musi- 
cal cycle. 

Metro ‘will probably give star 
rating to Walter Pidgeon, who had 
his washout period in pictures until 
he came under that company’s reins. 


Broderick Crawford 
Universal’s Big Hope 


Broderick Crawford is Universal's 
big hope, having done remarkable 
work in ‘When the Daltons Rode,’ 
‘Seven Sinners’ and ‘Trail of the 
Vigilantes.’ Also showing well dur- 
ing year were Dana Andrews, 
Ward Bond and Clayton Moore, who 
just got their start in feature parts. 
There were more original screen 
ries produced again this year than 
stage plays, with novel screen trans- 
plantation. Where producers stuck to 
the book as they did in ‘Gone’ and 


| 
ant. has found her niche at 


the 


+ 


‘Rebecca,’ it proved good b.o. sub- 
stance. The stage plays were few 


and far between in the lineup of the 
year, with a few getting better than 
average coin, 

With virtually every company, ex- 


cept Metro, throwing open its re- 
leasing facilities to outside or indie 
producers there were quite a few 
new contributors of screen fare on 
the year. United Artists augmented 
its ranks with Loew-Lewin, Jame 
Roosevelt and Richard A. Rowland, 
who will have product during 1941, 
while new in the ranks this year 
were Sol Lesser, and Ernst Lubitsch. 
Paramount, aside from having Harry 
Sherman making action and west- 
e! (‘Hopalong Cassidy’), added 
Boris Morros, who delivered ‘Sec j 
Cho Gene Markey is anothe! 

lie producer who recently joined 


that outfit. 
RKO Had Quite a Number 
RKO had quite a number. which 
included Towne and Baker, Harold 


Lloyd, Orson Welles, Boris Morros, 
Stephens - Lang, Votion - Coslow, 
Vogue Productions, Jerry Brandt’s 
Pyramid company, and Harold B. 
Franklin. William Hawks’ United 
Productions will do ‘Palm Beach 
Limited’ for RKO before settling 


down at 20th-Fox. 

Columbia had Frank Lloyd, John 
Stahl Productions, Charles Rogers, 
Robert Sherwood and Ben Hecht, 
wi latter and Lloyd the only ones 
delivering pictures this year. 

Universal had Harry Edington, who 
made one picture and then took an 
executive job at RKO; Jules Levey. 
who made ‘Boys from Syracuse,’ and 


Frank Lloyd, who will make a pic- 
ture for 1941 release. 
Warners took over Frank Capra, | 


ing further commitments with him. 
‘The Kyser plan was a good one, 
where he brought band in, took small 
coin allowance and percentage of 
gross, which proved profitable, net- 
ting him around $125,000 on his first, 
‘That’s Right, You’re Wrong.’ 

RKO grabbed another musicker in 
Bob Crosby, who just completed his 
first opus. James Roosevelt made a 
percentage deal with Horace Heidt, 
who starts now in ‘Pot O’ Gold’ (UA) 
release, while Orrin Tucker with his 
band and Bonnie Baker have a chore 
at Paramount. Others who hit screen 
from etherland were Ginny Simms, 
Andrews Sisters, Ezra Stone, Artie 
Shaw, who worked in ‘Second Choe 
rus’ for Boris Morros; Martha O’Drise 
coll, Lum ’n’ Abner, who had a star 
pic for RKO; Judy Canova, starring 
for Republic; Orson Welles at RKO; 
Barbara Jo Allen, the Merry Macs, 
and Fred Allen, co-starring with 
Jack Benny in ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ 
for Par. 

Robert Sherwood, who was a radio 
announcer, turned up at Columbia 
and just finished his indie-produced 


pic, ‘Legacy.’ He’s not to be con- 
fused, of course 


with playwright 
Robert E. Sherwood. ‘ 
Irving Reis has become a writer- 
director; Arch Oboler, who is also 
producing a radio show, first started 
cripting for films and will now di- 
rect one for Frank Lloyd, while Nor- 
man Corwin, who handled radio 
scripts, is on the RKO writing staff. 
Augmenting the present contingent 
radio talent are those recruited 
in the past from this branch of the 
entertainment field. Only stars who 
films lured from radio and currently 
away from kleigs are Burns and 
Allen, and Beb Purns. 


Par, 20th Heaviest 
Legit Borrowers 


Paramount and 20th-Fox drew 
heaviest on legit during the year. 
Betty Field made the best progress 
of the Paramount legit recruits. 
After being brought here she was 
loaned to Hal Roach for ‘Mice and 
Men,’ then came to the home 
lot Lillian Cornell came west to 
disport herself in ‘Quarterback’ and 
‘Dancing On a Dime,’ Eddie Bracken, 
who played in ‘Too 
Girls,’ was by Para- 
then ~O for pic 

‘ yet hr: 
parent lot. Le 


appeared in 


of 


back 


3roadway’s 
Many 
mount, loaned to RI 
ver of that play, but a 
done nothing on his 
Ernst, first , 
With Henry’ at the studio and is no 
doing a show in York, is ex- 
pected back for more screen chores 
there in the spring. 

‘rances Farmer came back from 
Broadway for a Paramount contract, 
worked in ‘Kit Carson’ for Eddie 
Small and then hopped back to New 
York for more stage work. 

Gene Tierney, brought in from 
New York: by 20th-Fox, gives 
promise of being the company’s best 
recruit from the stage. She appeared 
only in one pic, ‘Return of Frank 
James,’ but studio feels she speedily 
is headed for top of its player list. 
Dean Jagger came on for part in 
‘Brigham Young,’ and recently com- 
pleted work in ‘Western Union.’ 

Carmen Miranda also proved a 
great bet in ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
is now in ‘Road to Rio,’ which 
Continued page 18) 
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KITTY FOYLE 


Holly Dec. 1%. 


RKO release of I! Hemyetea pore 


w ood, 


* 


> 


~ a i mn 
/ 


' t . 105 MINS 


“= 
~?7 
L 


M eeeccees es ¢ 


in of Chmris- 
expound- 
hite-col- 


This is a film translati 
topher Morley’ s best-seller 
ing the romantic life of a w 
lar girl—her happiness and_ heart- 
breaks and final decision for lifelong 
happiness. Combo of book promin 
ene and strong appeal for women 
trace makes ‘Kitty Foyle’ a stron: 
grosser, espec ally in t 


- Ie ‘ 
1e major Kes 
Picture is 


unfolde” in retrospec 


from the time the forced to 
choose between two men-——one whom 
she madly loves, but cannot offer 
marriage, and the other waiting at 
church. Mirrered voice of conscience 
is utilize? to refresh memories of 
Kitty for her eventual decision. 

Th ec swines t! e 4 vs9s heck to 
Philadelphia, at time she falls mad- 
ly in love with scion of rich family 
on the other side of the tracks. Ro- 


mance proceeds apace. with girl fol- 
lowed to New York and married. Sud 
bovy’s straight-laced family provides 
disillusi@nment, separation and final- 
lv divorce. with “itty suffering 
double tragedy of her baby’s death 


and remarriage of husband in his 
own social set. Even then, she’s still 
in love, but when former husband 


returns with plea for reunion with- 
out marriage, Kitty’s inner voice de- 





cides the issue according to the best 
Hays code precepis 

Despite it ; episodic, and at times, 
vaguely-defined motivation oo 
on whole is a poignant and ‘dram: 
portr: ae of a typical Cinderella 
girl’s love story. Several per com- 
edy sequences interline the footage 
deftly written and directed. 

Ginger Rogers provides strong dra- 


matic pt 
aided bv 
two suit 
James Craig. 
quate for respective roles. 

Sam Wood’s direction provides 
good blending cf the romantic and 
tragic humaneless of the Morley tale; 
and Dalton Trumbo provides work- 
nan-like script which adequately 
presents the psychological undercur- 
rent of the book. Picture was given 
top production mounting. Nalt. 


yrtrayal in the title role. 
competent performances by 
Dennis Morgan and 
Balance of cast is ade- 


ors, 


SANTA FE TRAIL 


~~ se 
) 
f 





a 
. = 


og bet Oy 


f 


110 MINS, 


tet ty 


5 


Cee Ot et 


familiz westerr 
fashion t} thrilling saga o 
bitten U. S. army officers’ fight 
Wipe out John Brown's mai 
crew of Kansas abolition days. 
stacks up as an outstanding film 
Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, 
and Raymond Massey in the cast in- 
sure marquee pull once it’s estab- 
lished this isn’t just another Injun 
yarn. ‘Santa Fe Trail’ looks headed 
for top grosses and holdovers, with 
romantic angles further helping for 
femme trade. 

tory of six West Point graduates. 
assigned to the dangerous job of 
trooping out of Fort Leavenworth, 


} 4 
nara- 


to 
auding 


Entry 


and their efforts to round up John 
Brown’s abolitionist plotters, has 
been built into a swiftly moving 
yarn by director Michael Curtiz. 
Excuse for the film’s title comes 
from the secondary plot, whieh has 


o do with the building of a railroad 
from Leavenworth westward to 
Santa = 
Newly-made army 

their way to Leavenworth 

Tohn Brown's operations 
lted in the region beir 


officers learn 
on 


ave — 


the 





known as ‘bloody’ Kansas territory. 
There's a gun fight, a killing and 
escape of an abolitionist from the | 
train. The West Pointers find their 








job cut out for them, two new- 
comers, Jeb Stuart (Errol Flynn) 
George Custer (Ronald Reagan), 
being ened to guard a freight 
avan "From the bloody encounter 
they have with Brown and his rene- 
gade crew, the whole army troop 
fi s assigned the task of cap- 
turing him, ‘alive if possible.’ 

Some historians may find fault 
with the way John Brown is pic- 
tured as a fanatic, religious zealot. 
However, 1 is tempered, with ref- 
erences to his basie ideas on slavery 
1 U. S. being sound. Often made a 
villainous character, presence of 
Rader. his aide, who was kicked out 
of West Point, softens this because 
the ex-cadet always is more de- 
spicable. Scene where Brown frees 
the slaves through ‘the underground 
railroad’ also modifies the character 
Picture shrewdly does not take sides 
on the slave issue. 

Imposing list of historical figures 
are in the film, namely Jeb Stuart, 
George Custer, Robert E. Lee, Phil | 
Sheridan, Jefferson Davis, James 


Longstreet 
Director 


and George Pickett. 
Curtiz and Robert Buck- 


ner, original scripter, smartly never 
permit the John Brown character to | 
dominate Obviously a strong por- 
treyal in the hands of Raymond 
Massey, vet legiter, the audience 
always is more wrapped up in the 


carrvings-on of cavalrymen, the pur- 
suit of Miss de Havilland by Jeb and 
Custer, or the rugged comedy of 
‘Bie Boy’ Williams and Alan Bax- 
ter. 

Errol Flynn again measures up to 

is heroic assignment. It’s one that 
will win him plenty of new friends. 
Olivia de Havilland forsakes pretty 
clothes for most of this film, sport- 
ing cowgirl garb in the scenes about 
Ft. Leavenworth. 
makes 
film’s 


the John Brown role the 
outstanding characterization. 


Raymond Massey | 
| takeoffs 


Ronald Reagan is another who im- | 


presses. Van Heflin’s neat enactment 
of the arch-conspirator with Brown 
is steeped with villainy, and in sup- 
port, Gene Reynolds, as 
youngest son, Jason, does a trim bit 
of pathos in a death-bed scene 
Others featured include William 
Lundigan, as brother to Miss de 
Havilland, and Henry O’Neill, as 
their father. ‘Big Boy’ Williams and 
Alan Baxter, cowboys trying to crash 
the army, make a slick comedy team. 
Superb cameraing of Sol Polito, 
vith special effects by Byron Haskin 
and H. F. Koenekamp, plus the ex- 
cellent Max Steiner score, add much 
to production values. Wear 


FLIGHT COMMAND 


(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 





Metiro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Frank 
Borzage production; produced by J. Walter 
Ruben; directed by Borzage: stars Rober 
Tavlor tures Ruth Hussey, Paul Kelly 
Walt Pidgeon, Shepperd Strudwick, Nat 
Pendletor Screenplay by Wells Root and 
Commander Harvey Haislip » ased on the 
story Dh Haislip and Joh Sutherland 
camer Harold Rosson; spec fal effects 
Arnol Gillespie editor, Robert J Kern 
song es of the Fleet’ by J. V. M Elduff 

it. Comadr U.S.N Previewed Dec. 16 
ws L. A Running time, 113 MINS, 
Ein mn Alan Drake....«.; Robe Taylor 
Lorna Gary Ruth Husee 
i ( B G 
vi Pidgeor 
I R 3 
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( } oO ~ k Ix \ 
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B seees W l im = I ne2 
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Off ice? .ccces Pat Fl 
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Metro’s first 


public 


production 
airminded- 


De- 


Vai- 


Aimeci «\¢ 
imeda at f 


of 


cidedly 


racent 
resent 


ness defense preparations. 


timely it combines neat 
of fly 
squadron 


toy 
Ler sS 


ance "ing 


of 


aramati¢ 


crack 


maneuvers by a 
Naval airmen with Il: 
adventures aground, 


efforts of a n 


4u° 
ating on 


concentr 
come r T ) crash 


the closed circle 





Sustaining Ynterest throughout a1 
vell-spotted with exciting air 
quences, picture is a_ substantial 
£1 er for all runs 
Story of newly graduated air 
cadet from Pensacola getting an as- 
ment with the Navy fighting 
ron and battling through 
against adversities until final accept- 
ance by fellow flyers is not particu- 
larly fresh. ut the treatment of 
that basic formula takes many new 


twists in smooth script and direction 
to result in vividly interesting and 
dramatic entertainment. 

Robert Taylor is the newcomer 
who worked hard to become an in- 
sider with the sauadron. He assists 
Shepperd Strudwick, brother of the 
commander's wife, Ruth usser in 
perfecting a radio-beam fog-landing 
device. Strudwick crashes when at- 
tempting blind landing and Taylor's 
attempts to snap Miss Hussey out of 
her bereavement is misunderstood 
by other members of squadron. But 
things straighten out when Taylor 
saves the commander after the lat- 
ter crashes on an offshore island and 
brings him and other planes into the 
field safely, with the fog-landing 
device. 

Taylor has strong role to his pat- 


tern as the newcomer, and the cast 
is set up excellently throughout. 
Walter Pidgeon is excellent as the 
Sq adron comm inde Mi s Hus ev 
s fine as his fe id P Kells 


Brown’s | 


terest and excitement. 
| tography is 


Miniature Reviews 


Good 
or with 


‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). 
b.o. filmization of best-selle 
Ginger Rogers as Kitty. 


‘Sante Fe Trail’ (WB). Errol 
Flynn-Olivia de Havilland star- 
rer due for holdovers in most 
spots. 


‘Flight Command’ (M-G). 
flight aviation-romance 
starring Robert Taylor. 

‘Go West’ (M-G). Marx Bros. 
ride merrily through golden west 
for laughs aplenty. Good biz 
all bookings. 

‘Chad Hanna’ 
tures of a travel 
tury ago, in technicolor. 
erate b. o. 


Top- 
actioner 


for 


(20th). Adven- 
ing circus a cen- 


Mod- 


‘Victory’ (Par). Fredric March 
in film version of Jos. Conrad 
novel for class patronage. Mild 
entertainment otherwise. 

‘Play Girl’ (RKO). Entertain- 
ing programmer of gold-diggers 
on the prowl. 

Wolf Keeps a 
Weakest of the series 
but in 

‘Meet the Missus’ 
laugh-getting 


Date’ 
not 


‘Lone 
(Col). 
on cast, story. 


Mild 
the 


(Rep). 
addition to 








Higgins Family series 
Strudwick, Red Skelton and Dick 
Purcell are most prominent among 
the flyers assembled. 


Pictures of air shots and the land- | 


ing field were made with the co- 


|operation of the U. S. Navy at San 


Diego. 

Aerial sequences of flight forma- 
tions, target practices, landings and 
from aircraft carrier are | 
excellent and sustaining in both in- 
Aerial pho- 
some of the best seen 


in years. Walt. 


GO WEST 











Starring trio of Henry Fonda, 
(WITH SONGS) | Dorothy Lamour and Linda Darnell 
| might provide marquee values in 
Hollywood, Dec. 11. some locations. Color lifts pic to 
_Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Jack | above par rating for the general 
features ote Carell’ Dishes Lawhe: Wales | BBE 
eal? Wine Malek’ Wareat. Gases Se Chad Hanna (Fonda) is a semi- 
Edward Buzzell. Original screenplay by | lliterate stable boy along the Erie 
Irvir her. Songs, Bronislau_ Kaper, | canal in the Mohawk valley region. 
ae = ody Ls ~ yer: ee Enamoured of the gaudily-dressed 
ere ee sie Stoll Previewed at | circus rider (Lamour), he joins the 
Wes od \ ge, Dec. 10, 1940. Running | SMall one-ringer as a roustabout; and 
tir finds Linda Darnell along as a run- | 
S Marx | away from a whip-wielding father 
co ap Chad marries Miss Darnell, who has 
Ty Pieced ~ taken spot of chief equestrienne with 
Rye Wils ti Diana Lewis | the show, and in a brief reunion with 
Beecher .+. Walter Woolf King | Miss Lamour realizes he is really in 
Red™ | Baxter...eee teeeee Robert Barrat | love with his wife. Mixed in be- 
a eae fe seseeeceeeess June MacCloy | tween in liberal sprinklings are the 
Ra ad President George Lessey ' 
~ | vicissitudes of the circus in wading 
i ais \through financial, opposition and | 
The three Marx Bros. ride a/| other battles, including the death of 
merry trail of laughs and broad the main attraction, a man-eating 
burlesque in a speedy adventure) lion. 
through the sagebrush country. In the supporting cast are Guy 
Slaphappy and slapstick along the | Kibbee as the circus owner; Jane 
regulation lines for the trio, picture Darwell as his wife: advance man 
has many fresh situations for the! John Carradine; lion tamer, Roscoe 
Marxian antics, and is reminiscent | Ates; and opposition circus operator, 
of the early Marx picture hits un-| Ted North, Both script and direction 
der the Paramount banner several] | handle the yarn in the same leisurely 
years ago. In tune with present and rather uneventful tempo of Ed- 
1udience laugh requirements, ‘Go monds'’ tory, accentua s the intent 
West’ is geared for good biz gen-,°f the author along the n= 
erally. stead of swinging through to pointed 
tea 2 : dramatics and movement provided 
Fs er S a ght frame work on | by utilization of the picture ft rm. 
vnicn to parade the generally non- Walt 
ensical antics of the trio. Attracted , 
ttre 
to the wide open spaces by tales of a 
gold lining the street, Chico, Harpo VICTORY 
and Groucho get involved in owner- | 
ship of a deed to property wanted by | Hollywood, Dec. 12 
the railroad for its western exten- | Paramount release of Ante ‘ ! 
sion, and the action flashes through | p ” a vee 
as! ] L tatt } 2: fea ea S ( c Hard € 
typical dance hall, rumbling stage- | p { john Cromwe eenp : 
coach and desert waste episodes— | J I r sed ony hy Joseph 
with a wild train ride for a climax | \,°"'? ‘ om saver: 26M = 
1 S)} . re J h ¥ nerere- 
to outwit the villains. é Para T A De 
Material provided by tightly knit; !!. ‘40. Running time, 77 MINS 
script by Irving Brecher is topnotch, ao : Aad Rett . oid 
hile direction by Edward Buzzell! Mr. Jones.. 277777": ir ¢ © Hardwick 
macks over the gags and comedy | Ricardo.........000. J re | al 
tuations for maximum laughs. The Mr SCNOMDOIE. sceces n 
Marxes secured pre - production 7 re ene . a 
I 1uctioONn Vi ' ff z | 
audience reaction through tour of ) e 
key picture hous: trying out vari- | Mme. Ma ff oO 
ous sequences, which undoubtedly! Y*>% 
aided in tightening the ‘oaina and ~ 
dialog This fil ersion of J | Con- 
Antics of Groucho, Chico and rec eT rae ‘ . sidan 
Harpo are familiar to audiences. and es “of package da ae oi 
in this case the handle their ne pa rather fae with the pasic nove 
ments with zestful enthusiasm “for |! ment of the story seit. na ~~ all of 
utmost reaction. There’s a bill- Conrad’ . writings its main objective 
changing routine in Grand Central reg 9 pee ipl engi on Mal <a 
Station, wild melee and clowning in oe ae Coeenenars, ae a 
the falline stemercech. comedy | 2ccusing attention on the over-all 
pe ig aes ee ‘Y | dramatics of the tale. ‘Victory’ is a 
safe-cracking episode, and the train ; 


chase for a finish that winds up with 
the upper car structures dismantled 
bv the silent Harpo to provide fuel 
for the engine. It’s all ridiculous, 
but tuned for fun. 

Chico has a go at the piano for 


one number, while Harpo uses an 
Indian loom to strum ‘Land of the 
Sky Blue Waters.” John Carroll 
sings ‘Ridin’ the Range,’ a western 
number; and June MacCloy does a 
torcher, ‘You Can't Argue With 
Love,’ in the cabaret scene. 


In the supporting cast, Carroll and 
Diana’ Lewis are teamed for the 
light romantic interest: Walter Woolf 
King and Robert Barrat. are the 
typical heavies, and Miss MacCloy is 


the dance hall blonde. Picture has 
been provided with adequate pro 
duction mounting. Wait. 


CHAD HANNA 





(TECHNICOLOR) 
| Hollywood, Dec. 11. 
| 20th Century-Fox release of Nunnally 
| Johnson production, Stars Henry Ponda 
Dorothy Lamour, Linda Darnell: fe res 
Guy Kibbee, Jane Darwell, Jotin ¢ dine, 
|Ted North Roseve Ates, Ben Carter 1>j- 
jrected by Henry King. S« preenp! by Nur 
jnally Johnson from étory bs Ww slter PD. 
| Fadmonds; « era, Ernest Palmer Teel 
eolor assoctate, Ray Rennahan eslitc 
| Barbara Mclean reviewed in Stuctic 
| Projection toon Dec, 10, 0 Running 
i time, 86 MINS. 
ley ee Hienry Fonda 
| Aiea THOR. . ccccécasees l) hy I neur 
| CAPOLUMO. cccccceccoceseenree Linda Darnell 
POURED. . «sen cobens bees tauy Kibhbee 
i Mrs. Ht gue! IMO. cecccsoese Jat Ds ell 
} ishee seeedtesetean John Carradine 
POG BORON sc ccacvensecweas o* red North 
rere rrr Roscoe Ates 
Sn See. . pubdeeerneceeeres Ben Carter 
| Burke sees eed eeneséenees kr « Thomas 
iCigee. Frida. . .cccvecesseess Min llowland 
| Mr hada Tee ‘ Frank Conlin 
bP IOTO. ccnnced cecveneerenes Malwa Conrad 
PM Nc Acnaasuewe eed’ wee Elward Me Wade 
| Joe Dul Gb 6OO8 8266008 Kalwerd Mund 
} Pete Reatech sede eeeaws tier Davis 
| Budionsy ... cc cceeeeeeeeees ...- Paul Burns 
Mrs PROG a i.s05bbeue beaks Sarah Padden 
Pe. PADION cc cscckenenss Leonard St. Leo 
| Mire. POmplon .o6sccaves: Elizabei Abbott 
 } ae Tul Marshall 
| Mrs BONOG - 64.0060 ee eeeess Almira Sessions 
|} Landlady ..... eo Virginia Brissae 
} ‘Yr si eet la auto at Gt ; Jenks 
i uae hae as “ee Victor Kilian 
| Const D swessebosaeeens Louis Mason 
| Sheriff ‘jmpas sons ot Rae Middleton 


‘Chad Hanna’ is the film versio 
Walter D. Edmonds’  Satevepost 
serial, ‘Red Wheels Rolling,’ which 
became the book with the same title 


as that of the film following mag 
publication. Lacking sustained dra- 
matic interest for motion picture 
|purposes, it’s more descriptive of 
early 19th century Americana 
through the eyes of a roving wagon 
circus through upper New York 
' state. The narrative form = and 
descriptive technique employed 


| have been transposed to the film ver- 
sion, and moderate audience interest 
will be generated chiefly via the 
|colorful background of the period 


n of 


and the beauties of backgrounds with | 


the new Technicolor 


processing em- 
| ployed. Average biz 


is tndicated for 


ithe key solos and billtopping spots, 
with circusy exploitation possibly 


lifting grosses if deftly utilized. 





class production which will do ac- 
ceptable biz in the metropolitan 
keys; but the subsequent houses will 
have to depend chiefly on Fredric 
| March’s marquee strength. 

Story unfolds at a most leisurely 
pace, script deviating from regula- 
tion picture formula and tempo, and 
filled with long stretches of dialog 
to highlight development of charac- 
ters displayed. March is the recluse 
living on a small East Indian island 
seeking happiness away from the 
|} world. Under his protection comes 
Betty Field, a stranded musician, 
and when March finds himself fall- 
ing in love with the girl he prepares 


to ship her away on ai tradi ing 
schooner. Sir Cedric Mi irdwicke 
and his outlaw companions arrive to 
rob and kill March for } buried 
fortune. Dramatic conflict from tl 


point forward carries a strangely in- 
teresting quality, with March finally 
tovercoming physical fear for final 
disposition of his unwanted enemies. 


March capably carries the lead 
with restrained action to put over 
transformation of his origina] weak- 


ling, golden-rule character to one of 
strength, physically and mentally. 
Betty Field registers with an un- 
usual performance as the inglish 
girl musician who falls in love with 
the recluse. Her werk is stzndout, 
and she indicates further potential- 
ities. Jerome Cowan clicks with a 
meritorious performance as Hard- 
wicke’s Cockney assistant in out- 
lawry: while Hardwicke handles his 
assignment with usual ability. Bal- 
ance of exceptionally strong sup- 
porting cast includes Sig Rumann, 
Margaret Wycherly, Frit Feld, 
Lionel Royce and Chester Gan 
Direction by John Cromwell. in 
retaining all of the character etch- 
ings displayed in Conrad’s book, em- 
ploys a stagey technique with bur- 
densome dialog and slow pace until 
the final episodes, which pick up 
dramatic interest. If early portions 


of the picture carried same trend as 


the final sequences, picture would 
have greater chance for general 
audience reception. Walt, 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. 
RKO release of Cliff Reid production, 
est s Kay Francis; features z mes | on, 
Mildred Coles, Nigel Brus Miarzaret 
Hlamilton, Katherine I ain ler Directed 
by Frank Woodruff. Origina screenplay 
by Jerry Cady; camera, Nicho Musue- 
raca; editor, Harry Marker. Previewed at 
Pantages Dec. 8 1940. Running time, 
76 MINS. 
GFRCO occ ssescnveesecseecoese Kav Francis 
Tam DMB. icvece eeeeceereseses Jirme _ Ellison 
eR .cecsce coccccocccccces Mildres Coles 
me VIMEO co kcacacceees Nigel Rruce 
SOND cacecive eccceces . Margare iH ilten 
Mrs. Dice...ccessseces Katherine \lexander 
Van ...scccccscccccecee George P. Huntley 
Dan Shawhan cocccesee Kane Richmond 
Joseph Shawhan ...cece...-Stanivy Andrews 
Fred TOO. - ssanveeeed coos elmer lacksen 
Orchestra Conductor .. ss Marek Windheim 


Mederately racy and sophisticated 


in overall theme, ‘Play Girl’ is a 
good program piece of entertain- 


ment that can billtop in the second- 
ary first runs over the metropolitan 
circuits, and provide strong support 
for the duals generally. 
Kay Francis, restored to 
billing after several years in fea- 
tured slots, is questionable marquee 
lighting for solo runs and James 


solo star 


Ellison carries low voltage rating. 
However, combo of compact and 
smartly-dialoged script. plus spar- 


kling and fast-paced direction, 
carries the picture along fo1 
ing interest. 

Miss Francis {fs still the glamor girl 
who displays an eye-arresting figure 
in either negligee or smart fashions. 
In the story, she gaily admits age is 
advancing her to the matronly stage, 
and younger feminine charms are 
needed to snag the unwary males; 
but she’s still plenty poised and ate 
tractive regardless of story require- 


sustalne- 


ments. 

‘Play Girl’ is the tale of an at- 
tractive and shrewd = adventuress 
who taps loose bankrolls of unwary 
businessmen. In rolling them for 
coin to provide her life of luxury, 
she employs a deft technique that 
will be easily identified by sonhisti- 
cates. Finding her charms fading, 
she adopts Mildred Coles as a young 
edition to be trained in the wavs of 
easily parating the gullibles from 
their.gold bins. But the girl meets a 
Texas youth in the cattle business, 
and eventually tosses he reer 
overboard for a swing at } iness 
in the southwest. 

Picture is studded with numerous 
sparkling scenes and _ stretches of 
dialog, and despite the gold-digging 
tenor of the yarn thr t : 2 
never dins overboard 

Mi Francis 


capably handles 


role of the fading glamot 


comer Mildred Coles displays bot 
ability and youthful freshness in 
abundance, and looks like a good 
prospect for developing. Ellison is 
the Texas cowboy, while Margaret 
Hamilton provides muct nacko 
comedy as Miss Francis’ maid. Nigel 


Bruce scores consistently as a p? 
cipal victim of the ") 
ers: while Katherine Alexan 
prominent in a brief seque: 
finish. 


Lone Wolf Keeps a Date 


feminine 





r f | 
du 1 Ie «s Warr \\ 
ces J rected } w. 
stor und sa play Ss Earl 
Fenton; based on works by [ou loseph 
Vance; camera Barney M ] 
Richard Fant] sound George Coope!l 
Reviewed Variety Lincoln d ] Run- 
ning time: 66 MINS. 
EAMMVOTE cicccccetdesevees Warre Willis m 
PREM . 6.065040660668000% I nees I son 
el) re ere rere ree B e Bennett 
Jamison os 6eeeeese Er lore 
CAME. icbsbeccevesseseryas a hurston Hall 
BO so ak0 bcs cR0neseren sess Je Prouty 
POMORD: 6.05.50 06464600 00550 ..Fred Kelsey 
BBGT cc ccdisonsccetacceecss Don Beddoe 
Lee , eccccccceccecece Les - Matthews 
CRIA. cc cdcasdndeseneeysces Edward Gargar 
MEGRBIER .ncccccccce ecoececoes Eddie Laughton 
Mrs, Colby...ccccscoscccccees Mar Servoss 


Warren William middle-aisles be- 
tween the police and the underworld 
in the interests of the righteous 
again in ‘Lone Wolf Keeps a Date 
Title has a suggestion that he gets 
entangled with a femme, but as! de 
from aid to Frances Robinson, who 
is in a bad spot, he emerges roman- 








tically unscathed to go on with the 
Col series indefinitely, if that’ s the 
The Louis Joseph Vance tales 
la always been better that 1 aver- 
age entertainers among < p | 


(Continued on page ¢- 
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Directed by ALEXAN DER HALL 


Produced by William Perlberg « Based upon the play by Edwin Burke 


as produced by Fatterson McNutt © Screen play by George Seaton, Ken Englund, P. J. Wolfson 
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finishes shortly. Zorina, now in a 
Broadway musical, made one on the 
lot. Charlotte Greenwood, after an 
Australian tour, 
screen 
Zanuck banner, getting a term con- 
tract after her recent effort in 
"Young People.’ 
way on the lot is Laird Cregar, who 
just started work in ‘Hudson’s Bay.’ 

Raymond Massey came on for the 
lead in ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ and 
then went over to Warners for part 
fin ‘Santa Fe Trail,’ just released. 
Also for pictures Broadway fur- 
nished Ruth Gordon, with studios 
desirous of getting her to stay here, 
especially Metro. 

Desi Arnaz, who came out with 
New York stage troupe of ‘Too 
Many Girls’ to do screen version, is 
a picture fixture, having been signed 
to a termer at RKO as well as being 
married to an RKO star, Lucille 
Ball. 

The other Broadway recruit on 
this lot is Alberto Villa, now work- 
ing in ‘They Met in Argentina.’ 

Sylvia Sidney’s Return 

Warners brought Sylvia Sidney 


back to screen for one picture, and | 


also has another stager in Richard 
Ainley, who worked in ‘The Lady 
with Red Hair.’ Universal signed 
Carol Bruce and is awaiting assign- 
ments as soon as she can get away 


from ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ the 
Buddy De Sylva show in N. Y. 
Jimmy Durante returned from 


Broadway to the cinema and made 
‘Melody Ranch’ at Republic. He may 
do a couple more on that lot. 

There is not much new talent in 
the extra ranks. With Central Cast- 
ing pruning the list and studios also 
holding down production volume to 
small groups of extras on interiors, 
there have been none of those flash 
star potentialities coming from these 
ranks. 


Clark Gable Best Bet 


For Metro at the B.O. 


Metro, of course, has the most im- | 
posing lineup of stars and feature | 
players in the industry. Great portion | 


of its players who may not be in- 
cluded in this listing are those who 
are being groomed for special parts 
and work in musicals. Studio does 
more toward training its raw mate- 
rial before screen work than any of 
the others here. 

Clark Gable, naturally, is the stu- 
dio’s top bet. His work in ‘Wind’ 
and ‘Boom Town’ makes him the top 
money getter on the lot, taking the 
honors away this year from Mickey 
Rooney and James Stewart, who 
held them last year. Spencer Tracy 
crept to the fore in the star aggrega- 
tion this year due to ‘Boom Town’ 
smash, placing him closest to Gable 


and a bit ahead of Mickey Rooney. | 
Wallace Beery showed up very well | 
this year, climbing near the top spot | 


which he occupied a number of 
years ago with Judy Garland and 
Myrna Loy, latter co-starring with 
William Powell, next in b.o. im- 
portance. Norma Shearer’s solo ap- 
pearance was in ‘Escape,’ co-starred 
with Robert Taylor, a big grosser. 
Jeanette MacDonald and 
Eddy co-starred in ‘Bitter Sweet,’ 
currently released with insufficient 
returns to warrant classification. 
They appear also in ‘New Moon.’ 
Hedy 
made good strides during the year. 


Also doing well in star ranks, but | 


mostly off the home lot, was Rosalind 


Russell, with Greer Garson and Lana | 


Turner coming along nicely. Stars 
on the lot who did no chores for 1940 
release were Greta Garbo, Robert 
Donat, who is in England, Katharine 


Hepburn and Marx Bros. 

Lew Ayres heads the featured | 
contingent, taking top rank away | 
from Lewis Stone, who held it last 
year. Topping the femme group of 


supports is Laraine Day, who came 
to the fore virtually overnight in 
‘Foreign Corsespondent.’ 

Melvyn Douglas, who stars else- 
where, has proven a great featured 
bet here, with Ruth Hussey also com- 
ing to the front fast during the year 
end being groomed for co-starring. 
Walter Pidgeon also showed to good 
edvantage on the year as did Ann 
Rutherford, John Shelton and Vir- 
ginia Weidler. Balance of the play- 
ers are of the topnotch support group 


vyhose status varies little from year | 
to year, being in the character class. | 
group | 


Younger contingent of this 
showed no unusual signs of progress 
in their studio rating. 


Flynn, Bette Davis 


Head Warner List. 


Warners’ top coin-getter 
the year proved to be Errol] Flynn. 
He had the virile type of productions 
that were massive and costly and all 


returned to the 
and did several under the} 


Fresh from Broad- | 








| 





proved to be okay in the b.o. cate- 
gory which jumped him from third to 
No. 1 place this year. He supplanted 
Bette Davis, who comes in close to 
James Cagney, second in importance 
'on the lot. Miss Davis, of course, is 
top of the femme contingent here. 
Edward G. Robinson moved ahead 
of John Garfield on the checkup, 
with Pat O’Brien doing okay though 
off the lot now, and Humphrey 
Bogart increasing in importance with 
indications he may garner a position 
close to the top of the star aggrega- 
tion in 1941. Ida Lupino, who hit 
strong with one picture and got co- 
star billing, stands high so far as the 


/exhibs are concerned and leads a lot 
/of gals who have had plenty of pic- 





tures under their belt during current 
year on the lot. 

George Brent, of whom much was 
expected, did not fare so well with 
his screen efforts while Ann Sheri- 
dan, who was on the road to im- 
portance, lost her value with sus- 
pension and studio cutting its ex- 


METRO 


Stars 


CLARK GABLE 
SPENCER TRACY 
MICKEY ROONEY 
JAMES STEWART 
WALLACE BEERY 











Nelson | 


Lamarr and Ann Sothern | 


during | 


JUDY GARLAND 
MYRNA LOY 

WILLIAM POWELL 
NORMA SHEARER 
ROBERT TAYLOR 

HEDY LAMARR 

ANN SOTHERN 

{ JEANNETTE MacDONALD 
) NELSON EDDY 

JOAN CRAWFORD 
LIONEL BARRYMORE 
ROSALIND RUSSELL 
GREER GARSON 
ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
LANA TURNER 
ELEANOR POWELL 
EDDIE CANTOR 

FRED ASTAIRE 
MARGARET SULLAVAN 
*GRETA GARBO 
*ROBERT DONAT 
*KATHARINE HEPBURN 
*MARX BROS. 


—— 





* Made no picture during 1940 
for release prior to Dec. 1, 1940. 


Featured 


Lew Ayres 
Laraine Day 
Melvyn Douglas 
Lewis Stone 

Fay Holden 
Ruth Hussey 
Frank Morgan 
Walter Pidgeon 
Donald Meek 
George Murphy 
Ann Rutherford 
John Shelton 
Virginia Weidler 
Rebert Young 
Billie Burke 
Conrad Veidt 
Charles Winninge: 
Rita Johnson 
Nat Pendleton 
Lee Bowman 
Lynne Carver 
Sara Haden 
Douglas McPhail 
Reginald Owen 
Cecelia Parker 
Judith Anderson 
John Carroll 
Bonita Granville 
Dan Dailey, Jr. 
Ian Hunter 

Ann Morriss 
June Preisser 
Phil Silvers 
Dennis O’Keefe 
Florence Rice 
Helen Gilbert 
Edward Ashley 
Tom Conway 
Philip Dorn 
Felix Bressart 
Virginia Grey 
Diana Lewis 
Virginia O’Brien 
Larry Nunn 
Eugene Reynolds 
Chill Wills 
Marjorie Main 
Mary Howard 
Kathryn Grayson 
George Lessey 
Shepperd Strudwich 
Robert Sterling 
tTony Martin 
tMaureen O’Sullivan 
tJohnny Weissmuller 
tHenry O’Neill 








+ Under contract but did not 
appear in pictures released dur- 
ing the year. 


ploitation and publicity on her. Jef- 
frey Lynn, who graduated from top 
featured spot to star group, did okay 
in his initial efforts on his own. Paul 
Muni, though off the lot, was rated 


Stars 
ERROL FLYNN 
JAMES CAGNEY 
BETTE DAVIS 
EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
JOHN GARFIELD 
PAT O’BRIEN 
HUMPHREY BOGART 
GEORGE RAFT 
IDA LUPINO 
ANN SHERIDAN 
PRISCILLA LANE 
OLIVIA deHAVILLAND 
GEORGE BRENT 
JEFFREY LYNN 
WAYNE MORRIS 
PAUL MUNI 
MARJORIE RAMBEAU 
MIRIAM HOPKINS 
MERLE OBERON 


ROSEMARY LANE 
*SYLVIA SIDNEY 








Featured 


Ronald Reagan 
Alan Hale 
Brenda Marshall 
James Stephenson 
Claude Rains 
Donald Crisp 
Eddie Albert 
Frank McHugh 
Jane Wyman 
Dennis Morgan 
William Lundigan 
Fay Bainter. 
Dick Foran 
Henry O'Neill 
Arthur Kennedy 
George Tobias 
John Litel 
Anthony Quinn 
Albert Basserman 
William T. Orr 
Lee Patrick 
John Ridley 
Margot Stephense 
Elizabeth Earl 
Lya Lys 
Nell O’Day 
Sin Diggins 
erbert Anderson 
George Reeves 
Frank Wilcox 
Robert Prins 
Geerge Hay wood 
Elizabeth Sifton 
Jan Clayton 
David Bruce 
Elisa Basserman 
Peter Ashley 
Bruce Lester 
De Wolf Hopper 
Lee Bennett 
Mary Brodel 
Richard Ainley 
Mary Cheffey 
Joan Leslie 
Ann Edmonds 
George Campeau 
Alexis Smith 
Michael Harvey 
Cornell Wilde 
Suzanne Carnahan 
Mildred Coles 











*One pic 
during 1940. 


deal. No release 








on one picture which was not so 
forte for the b.o. 

Ronald Reagan, so-so in the fea- 
tured group last year, jumped to the 
fore in 40 and gives promise of fol- 
lowing in Lynn’s footsteps on the ’41 
list as a star. Reagan’s last effort, 
‘Santa Fe Trail,’ will prébably be 
the medium to bring about the climb. 

Alan Hale, one of the older char- 
acter actors of the industry, is 
econd in line at the b.o. due to type 
of parts he has been playing, with 
the femme top feature spot going to 
Brenda Marshall. In this group there 
are many of the old screen standbys 
as well as new talent but none cut- 
side of William Lundigan showed 
any quick progiess. Studio has a 
great many of the young girl con- 
tingent that it is grooming. How- 
ever, during past year many of the 
old standbys on lot such as Pat 
O’Brien, Paul Muni, Rosemary Lane 
of the star division, and Frank 
McHugh, Fay Bainter, Lya Lys, 
Allen Jenkins have left the lot. 


Power Tops at 20th; 
Studio’s New Talent 


Tyrone Power repeated this year 
as top b.o. attraction for 20th-Fox. 
With Shirley Temple having made 
only one picture and out of the fold, 
Alice Faye jumped to top rung of 
1importance among the femme star 
contingent. 


Stellar list on the lot has decreased 





a bit since last year with such names 
as Warner Baxter, Loretta Young, Al 
Jolson, Claudette Colbert, Ritz Bros. 


my 


\ 


Tierney, Virginia Gillmore and Mary 


Randolph Scott, 


and Gracie Fields now absent. Nancy 
Kelly, who was in this group, was 
relegated to the featured division. 
Henry Fonda, new in the fold, 
cashed in on couple b.o. pix as did 
Don Ameche, both up in the top- 
money group. Jane Withers was just 
as consistent this year as last and 
proved a worthwhile coin-getter for 
the studio. However, with the short 
array of stars the company has in 
comparison with previous years the 
studio seems to have no waste of 
investment in this class. 


There has also been a curtailment 
at the studio in the roster of feature 
players with the cut considerable 
from last year. Binnie Barnes, who 
led the group during ’39, is out. Prom- 
ising for importance during coming 
year in femme contingent are Gene 


Beth Hughes. In the male section, 
the parade is led by Jack Oakie and 
cinema. veterans, 


ture assignments with many of them 
away on general freelance during 
past few months. Studio in its 
| economy move has only carried on 
|term those feature people essential 


PARAMOUNT 


Stars 


GARY COOPER 

BING CROSBY 

JACK BENNY 

BOB HOPE 

DOROTHY LAMOUR 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
RAY MILLAND 
MADELEINE CARROLL 
FRED MacMURRAY 
RONALD COLMAN 
TWILLIAM BOYD 
CHARLES LAUGHTON 
VIVIEN LEIGH 

DICK POWELL 











with John Carradine also garnering 
important rating for his characteri- 
zations. 


‘B’ leads and also on loanout for 


Lynn Bari, who has been doing 








20TH-FOX 





BARBARA STANWYCK 
BOB BURNS ’ 
DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, J 
GEORGE BRENT 

JOAN BLONDELL 
GLADYS GEORGE 
WAYNE MORRIS 





+ Starred in ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ 
series produced by Harry Shere 





Stars 


TYRONE POWER 

ALICE FAYE 

HENRY FONDA 

DON AMECHE 

JANE WITHERS » 
SONJA HENIE 

SHIRLEY TEMPLE 

CESAR ROMERO 

JOAN BENNETT 

SIDNEY TOLER 

JOHN BARRYMORE 
ZORINA-RICHARD GREENE 


Featured 


Linda Darnell 
Jack Oakie 
Randolph Scott 


man, 


Featured 


Paulette Goddard 
Ellen Drew 
Akim Tamiroff 
Lynne Overman 
Richard Dix 
Robert Preston 
Charles Ruggles 
William Frawley 
Basil Rathbone 
Jackie Cooper 
George Bancroft 
J. Carroll Naish 
Brian Donlevy 
Preston Foster 
William Henry 
Allan Jones 





Betty Grable | 
John Carradine 
Mary Beth Hugh« | 
Richard Greene 
Lloyd Nolan 

John Payne 

George Sanders 
Lynn Bari 

Marjorie Weaver 
Virginia Gillmore 
Chariotte Greenwoc 
Nancy Kelly 

Joan Davis 

Gene Tierney 

Jean Rogers 

Dean Jagger 

Mary Healy 

Arleen Whelan 
John Sutton 

Chris Pin-Martin 
Alan Curtis 

Ben Carter 

Robert Conway 
Lynne Roberts 
Monica Bannister 
Jane Darwell 
Dorris Bowdon 
Robert Shaw 








co-starring parts, is a 


Robert Paige 
Carole Landis 
Anthony Quinn 
Jerry Colonna 
Eddie Anderson 
Russell Hayden 
Patricia Morison 
J. Farrell MacDonald 
Victor Jory 

Jean Parker 
Andy Clyde 
Judith Barrett 
John Miljan 

Don Wilson 
Gertrude Michael 
Muriel Angelus 
Lillian Cornell 
Marjorie Gateson 
Albert Decker 
Ida Lupino 

Andy Devine 
Gene Lockhardt 
Virginia Dale 
Beity Field 

Otto Kruger 
Biliy Lee 
Elizabeth Patterson 
William Holden 
Bonita Granville 
John Arledge 
Ralph Bellamy 


t likely top- Pau! Kelly 
notcher for casting at the studio dur- Doris Nolan 
| ing the coming season. Among rest Una Merkel 
of newcomers, studio likely will William Demarest 
garner a few other prospects who 


|may prove potent for stellar roles. 


| Gary Cooper Returns To 


|topnotch b.o. 
| Crosby 


Par as Its Money Ace 


Paramount’s old standby, Gary | 
Cooper, came back to the home lot 
and proved himself the company’s 
magnet, with Bing 
and Jack Benny holding 
their own, while Bob Hope sprouted 





}up suddenly with his last two pic- | 


j}also proved 








tures and gives promise of being the 
lot’s biggest attraction the coming | 
year. His radio work and personal 
appearances have been great aids to 
Hope in his climb. Also stepping out 
to rank as top femme star was Dor- 
othy Lamour, who besides choring 
on the home lot did good b.o. duty 
at 20th-Fox. 

Ray Milland, new in the star camp, | 
most promising, with 
Madeleine Carroll also gaining mo- | 
mentum in her appeal to the ticket | 
buyers. Claudette Colbert had only 
one picture, ‘Arise My Love,’ on the | 
lot during the year. Plenty of ‘out- | 
side’ picture stars and co-stars were | 
brought in this past year. One of 
best money makers company has an | 
investment in is the ‘Hopalong Cas- 
sidy’ series made by Harry Sherman | 
with William Boyd starring. Studio | 
likely will add couple of contract | 
stars from feature ranks during com- 
ing year, 

Paulette Goddard ‘proved a sur- 
prise in the feature ranks, topping | 


} 


the list this year and headed for | 


| 
| 
} 


Cenrad Nagel 
Gilbert Roland 
Nick Foran 
Alan Mowbray 
Edgar Kennedy 
Florence Rice 
Raymond Walburn 
Ernest Truex 
Dennis O’Keefe 
Jean Cagney 
Ezra Stone 





——- 





to general production, dropping the 
occasionals and using them or other 
freelancers. However, in list that it 
has, the upper group has been and 


still is valuable as support for ex- 


| ploitation, especially Akim Tamiroff, 


Lynne Overman, Charles Ruggles, 
William Frawley, Brian Donlevy, 
|Preston Foster, Patricia Morison, 


William Henry and Robert Paige. 

Though the feature list here {fs 
Jengthy, it has been whittled more 
than 50% during the past six 
months. 


Ginger Rogers Again 
Leads RKO Roster 


Ginger Rogers with ‘Primrose Path’ 
and ‘Lucky Partners’ to her year’s 
credit, and ‘Kitty Foyle’ ready for 
release, continues as the top coin 
magnet for RKO, with Charles 
J.aughton leading the maie division 
as result of ‘Hunchback of Notre 
Dame’ and ‘They Knew What They 
Wanted.’ Studio, which has single 
and two-pic commitments with stars, 


. . i } _ eo “Ore its 
stardom in "41. Ellen Drew also will | as a great many freelancers r) a 
change her designation upward in listing. Carole Lombard workec ee 
‘41. Balance of feature group has | ‘lusively on this lot during ‘40, while 
> it ~ + 12F . sage Pf 
been on the lot for one or two pic-| (Continued on page 20) 
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‘FOUR MOTHERS’ 


PRISCILLA LANE: ROSEMARY LANE 
LOLA LANE GALE PARE... 


CLAUDE RAINS - JEFFREY LYNN EDDIE ALBERT 


May Robson « Frank McHugh « Dick Foran 


Original Screen Play by Stephen Morehouse Avery 
Suggested by the Book, ‘Sister Act,” by Fonrie Hure 


Directed by WILLIAM KEIGHLEY 
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Top 1940 Stars and Pix 


Continued from page 18 











| number of potent star names who 
will meet their obligation mostly for 
late 40-41 and °41-42 pictures. 
Broderick Crawford heads the 
featured contingent on the lot and 
will likely get co-starring roles next 


Cary Grant and Irene Dunne got, tures go up. to come into the hit year. Mischa Auer is also another 


rating on a single opus. Lucille Ball 
crept up in her star rating as did 
Anne Shirley, with Kay Kyser also | 
proving himself of value in selling | 
celluloid. Tim Holt did westerns | 
for the studio while Leon Errol and 
Lupe Velez chored in action series. 
Jean Hersholt rating is okay on the | 


RKO-RADIO 


Stars 


GINGER ROGERS 
CHARLES LAUGHTON 
CARY GRANT-IRENE DUNNE 
CAROLE LOMBARD 
JOEL McCREA 
RONALD COLMAN 
ANNA NEAGLE 
KAY RYSER 

ANNE SHIRLEY 
MAUREEN O’HARA 
LUCILLE BALL 
RAYMOND MASSEY 
JEAN HERSHOLT 
GEORGE O’BRIEN 
LUPE VELEZ 

LEON ERROL 

LEE TRACY 

GENE RAYMOND 
GEORGE SANDERS 
TIM HOLT 

*ORSON WELLES 
*CHARLES BOYER 
*JEAN ARTHUR 


oo 


* Made no pictures here for 
1940 release. 














Featured 


Randolph Scott 
Adolphe Menjou 
Thomas Mitchell 
Ray Milland 
Louis Hayward 
Wendy Barrie 
Brian Aherne 
Freddie Bartholomew 
Fay Bainter 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Marjorie Rambeau 
Harry Carey 
Charles Winninger 
Anita Louise 
Peter Lorre 
Dorothy Lovett 
Linda Hayes 
Virginia Vale 
Barbara Read 
Patric Knowl’ 
Kent Taylor 
James Ellison 
Alan Marshai 
Ann Miller 
Richard Carlson 
Edna Best 
Desi Arnaz 
Joan Carroll 
Charles Lang 
Jimmy Lydon 
Adele Pearce 
Ray Whitley 
John Archer 
Jack Oakie 
+Phyllis Brooks 
tSiene Hasso 
tMichele Morgan 
tLinda Winters 
tEmmett Lynn 
Kay Francis 
tAlberto Vila 
tTerry Belmont 
tSusan Fox 
tPamela Caveness 
tRenee Haal 
tDick Hogan 
tJane Patton 
tCharles Quigley 
tElaine Shepard 
tRobert Weldon 
tJoan Woodworth 
+Betty West 
+ZaSu Pitts 
tEdna Mae Oliver 
+tCharles Coburn 
+Ruth Warwick 
+ Players under contract 
used in 1940 releases. 


not 





_- 





‘Dr. Christian’ series, with George 
O’Brien, who gave up the horse stuff 
during the year, proving a good in- 
vestment for the company. Maureen 
O’Hara also seems oke, as does Anna 
Neagle. 

Feature roster here is consider- 
ably limited, with studio getting in 
top names for main support as can 
be seen from listing of these play- 
ers, who are top-bracketers and also 
capable of co-starring or starring on 
their own. 


Deanna Durbin Continues 
As U’s Bread-Butter Star 


Universal’s prestige and bread-and- 
butter star, Deanna Durbin, still 
manages, though costs on her pic- 


class with her pictures and be an 
advantageous cog in the company’s 
selling set-up. 

Marlene Dietrich, who has done 
two pictures on the lot, also is good 
in the prestige division with her 
‘Destry Rides Again,’ released late 
last year, and ‘Seven Sinners’ cur- 
rently, having been the means of 
reviving b.o. interest in her. 
Rosalind Russell and Brian Aherne 
did good work on the lot with a 
single task, and Bing Crosby again 
proved a profit-maker with his single 
pic. Gloria Jean’s b.o. value im- 


| proved during the year, as did that 


of Baby Sandy. W. C. Fields and 


| Mae West were a good combo in one 


and Fields, on his own in ‘Bank 
Dick,’ got off to good first-run start. 
Abbott and Costello, added to the 
Universal starring group, did oke on 
first chore, as did Ritz Brothers and 
Andrews Sisters, who did one to- 
gether. Hugh Herbert is starring in 
the ‘B&B’ division, with studio get- 
ting good results in the minor mu- 
sical title product, too. Richard Ar- 
len-Andy Devine action pic combo 
is plenty oke, as are the Johnny 
Mack Brown westerns. Studio had 
commitments for this year with a 


UNIVERSAL 


‘Stars 


DEANNA DURBIN 

MARLENE DIETRICH 

ROSALIND BUSSELL 

BRIAN AHERNE 

BING CROSBY 

GLORIA JEAN 

W. C. FIELDS 

MAE WEST 

RITZ BROS.-ANDREWS SIS- 
TERS 

EDGAR BERGEN 

RICHARD ARLEN 

ANDY DEVINE 

BABY SANDY 

ABBOTT & COSTELLO 

JOHN MACK BROWN 

HUGH HERBERT 

JOHN BARRYMORE 

DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, JR. 

BOB BURNS 

*FRED ASTAIRE 

*IRENE DUNNE 

*MARGARET SULLAVAN 

*LORETTA YOUNG 

*“CHARLES BOYER 

*SIGRID GURIE 

*DANIELLE DARRIEUX 








* Under contract, but no pic- 
ture releases during 1940, 


Featured 


Broderick Trawford 
Mischa Auer 
Andy Devine 
Allan Jones 

Joe Penner 
Martha Raye 
Irene Hervey 
Brian Donlevy 
Franchot Tone 
Peggy Moran 
Robert Cummings 
Margaret Lindsay 
Vincent Price 
Virginia Bruce 
Warren William 
Tom Brown 
Constance Moore 
Nan Grey 

Boris Karloff 
Anne Nagel 
Butch & Buddy 
Kathryn Adams 
Shemp Howard 
Robert Stack 
James Craig 
Fuzzy Knight 
Sam S. Hinds 
John Howard 
Luli Deste 
Philip Dorn 
John Sutton 
Helen Parrish 
Anne Gwynne 
Lewis Howard 
Jeane Kelly 
*Roy Harris 
*Charles Lang 
*Kay Leslie 
*Marie Montez 
*Nell O’Day 
*Nina Orla 
*Carol Bruce 
*Jerry Marlow 
*Kenneth Brown 
*Bob Baker 
*Harry Stafford 





*Harris Berger 
*Charles Duncan 





* Players under contract, but 
no screen credit on 1946 releases 





potent support factor who gets gen- 

| eral all around use and top billing 
lin the musical B’s. Studio has quite 
|a stock list with possibilities of some 
of them such as Peggy Moran, Rob- 
ert Cummings, Vincent Price and 
Robert Stack being given more im- 
portant roles the coming year. Other 
portion of feature list was confined 
to one-pic assignments. 


Cary Grant and Jean 
Arthur Tops at Col. 


Columbia, which is not overloaded 
with star power, had as its leader 
Cary Grant with Jean Arthur a 
close second. Most of the other stars 
used on the lot were on individual 


COLUMBIA 


Stars 


CARY GRANT 

JEAN ARTHUR 

MELVYN DOUGLAS 

ROSALIND RUSSELL 

RAY MILLAND 

WARREN WILLIAM 

FRED MacMURRAY 

CONSTANCE BENNETT 

JACK HOLT 

PAT O'BRIEN 

BRIAN AHERNE 

LORETTA YOUNG 

JOE E. BROWN 

MARTHA SCOTT 

PENNY SINGLETON-ART 
LAKE-LARRY SIMMS 

DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, JR. 

CHARLES STARRETT 

BILL ELLIOTT 

SONS OF THE PIONEERS 

*IRENE DUNNE 

*JOAN BENNETT 

*JOAN BLONDELL 

*RANDOLPH SCOTT 











* Made no pictures on lot dur- 
ing 1940 release period. 


Featured 


Rita Hayworth 
Ralph Bellamy 
Rochelle Hudson 
Boris Karloff e 
Edith Fellows 
William Holden 
Three Stooges 
Frances Robinson 
Evelyn Keyes 

Iris Meredith 

Peter Lorre 

Walter (Dub) Taylor 
Glenn Ford 

Bruce Bennett 

Joan Perry 

Evelyn Young 

Linda Winters 








picture commitments, 
from other studios and appear on 
other programs which gives them 
all around b.o. value. 

Last picture Joe E. Brown made 
for Dave Loew was released on the 
folumbia slate and proved a money- 
maker. 

The Singleton-Lake-Simms combo 
is a steady coin getter, with radio 
having helped their screen rating 
und picture importance. Also val- 
uable as action stars are Jack Holt, 
in pictures made by Larry Darmour 
for Columbia release and Charlie 
Starrett, in westerns, and Bil’ El- 
liott, action series star, who studio 
has under contract. It had several 
name stars with commitments for 
1940 who will work off their obliga- 
| tions during ’41. 


Rita Hayworth led the feature con- 


or on loan 





|tingent on femme side and Ralph 
| Bellamy topped the males. Most of 
| ° 

| feature group here are important to 


| the program, with Edith Fellows and 
| Three Stooges especially helpful 
with their product. 

Studio, not having an abundance 
of stellarsfeature stock players, has 
mostly single commitments for pic- 
tures outside the bread-and-butter 
group that are made by Irving Bris- 
kin. 


UA’s Star Swapping 
Assists Its Producers 


United Artists had eight producers 
contributing product during 1940, 
Nith return to the production fold of 
Charlie Chaplin. Most of the UA 
group have a limited starring and 
contractual group of players, which 
some .interchange with others, or 
those whom they get on single pic- 
| ture assignments. 

Chaplin, for his picture, 
Dictator,’ co-starred Pa 
dard nself. 


the 





‘Great 
ulette God- 

This picture of 
may be the top 


wants : 
Wwitn ni 


40 releases 


UNITED ARTISTS 
Chas. Chaplin Prod. 


Stars 


CHARLIE CHAPLIN 
PAULETTE GODDARD 





Featured 


Jack Oakie 

Billy Gilbert 
Reginald Gardiner 
Henry Daniell 
Emma Dunn 








money getter for the company on the 
year’s product, but will come far 
short of expectations. 

Sam Goldwyn, who turned out 
only the ‘Westerner,’ utilized his b.o. 


has a top femme star in Vivien 
Leigh, who worked opposite Clark 
Gable in ‘Gone’ and had ane 
other good combo in Joan Fone 
taine and Laurence Olivier, who ape 
peared in ‘Rebecca.’ Edward Small’s 
star development of the year wag 
Louis Hayward. Small also developed 





SELZNICK-INTERNAT’L 


Stars 


VIVIEN LEIGH 
*CLARK GABLE 
LAURENCE OLIVIER 
JOAN FONTAINE 
*INGRID BERGMAN 


Featured 


Hattie McDaniel 
Ona Munson 
George Sanders 
Alan Marshal 











Sam Goldwyn Prod. 


Stars 


GARY COOPER 
*JON HALL 
*DAVID NIVEN 
*ZORINA 


Featured 


Walter Brennan 
Fred Stone 

Doris Davenport 
tAndrea Leeds 
tVirginia Gillmore 
tDana Andrews 








* Made no pics on home lot 
during 1940. 

t Were on loanouts to other 
studios, not used by Goldwyn, 
during 1940. 











attractions, Gary Cooper and Walter 
Brennan, while he loaned out two of 
his others, Zorina and Jon Hall, with 
David Niven, having gone into the 
British army after finishing ‘Raffles.’ 

Alexander Korda had Merle 
Oberon and Sabu starred in his pic- 
tures during the year and brought 
to Hollywood June Duprez, who 
likely will find a niche with one of 
the studios for permanent domicile 
here. She is a daughter of the late 
Fred Duprez, American vaude star 
who went to England years ago. 
Sol Lesser has a_ potential star 
in Martha Scott, while Hal Roach 
has a trio of b.o. bets in Victor Ma- 
ture, Carole Landis and John Hub- 


Alexander Korda Prod. 


Stars 


MERLE OBERON 
SABU 

*VIVIEN LEIGH 
*LAURENCE OLIVIER 








Featured 


June Duprez 

John Justin 

*Did not appear in 
pictures released during 1940. 


Sol. Lesser Prod. 


Featured 


Martha Scott 
Thomas Mitchell 
William Holden 
Fay Bainter 
Frank Craven 
Stuart Erwin 
Beulah Bondi 


Hal Roach Prod. 


Stars 


VICTOR MATURE 
CAROLE LANDIS 
LAUREL and HARDY 
JOHN HUBBARD 


Featured 


Leo Carrillo 
Adolphe Menjou 
Burgess Meredith 
Charles Bickford 
Mary Astor 

Betty Field 

Verree Teasdale 
Lon Chaney, Jr. 
William Gargan 
*Marjorie Woodruff 


Korda | 











* Not used during 1940 release | 





| 
season. 








'bard, whom he gave co-starring 
honors. Roach also has a prospect in 
a new girl, Marjorie Woodruff, whom 
he has not yet used in pictures. 

Selznick-International, of course, | 


*Made no pictures for S-I 
during 1940. 


Edward Small Prods. 


Stars 


LOUIS HAYWARD 
MADELEINE CARROLL 
JON HALL 

JOAN BENNETT 
VICTOR McLAGLEN 


Featured 


Brian Aherne 
George Sanders 
Lynn Bari 
Olympe Bradna 
Frances Farmer 
Ward Bond 
Dana Andrews 
Florence Bates 
Clayton Moore 


Walter Wanger Prods. 


Stars 


JOEL McCREA 
JOAN BENNETT 
GEORGE RAFT 


Featured 


John Wayne 

Thomas Mitchell 

George Sanders 

Laraine Day 

Herbert Marshall 

Lloyd Nolan 

Walter Pidgeon 

Ian Hunter 

Note—No pictures were made 
for 1940 release by Globe Pro- 














ductions (Jas. Roosevelt), Loew- 
Lewin and Richard A. Rowland, 
therefore listing is eliminated. 





— ++ 





Jon Hall, on loan from Goldwyn, in 
two pictures. Walter Wanger has as 
top money getting star, Joel McCrea, 
his other star combo being Joan 
Bennett and George Raft in one pic- 
tur. For his two big pictures of the 


|}year he used top feature names of 


b.o. value in the cast without star 


| designation. 


Karloff and Bickford 
Fit Monogram Groove 


Monogram, with its virile pro- 
gram, has two perfect starring assets 


MONOGRAM 


Stars 


BORIS KARLOFF 

CHARLES BICKFORD 

JACKIE MORAN 

MARCIA MAE JONES 

FRANKIE DARRO 

TEX RITTER 

JOHN KING 

MAX TERHUNE 

RAY CORRIGAN 

JEAN PARKER 

KEYE LUKE 
Featured 


James Newell 
Grant Withers 
Marjorie Reynolds 
Leo Gorcey 

Jack Randall 
Bobby Jordan 
Milburn Stone 
Slim Andrews 
Mantan Moreland 
Martin Spellman 








- Se es = ye 
in Boris Karloff and Charles Bick 
ford, who turn out two or three pic- 
tures a year on the lot. For its own 


contractual star group best coin- 
getters’ are the juveniles, Jackie 
Moran and Marcia Mae_ Jones. 
Frankie Darro is also oke with his 
series while Tex Ritter tops on 
the horse oprys, with the King-Ter- 
(Continued on page 22) 
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$30,000 Before Bway Prod., $4500 For 
Play's Rights After Its N.Y. Flop 








Columbia Pictures saved itself 
better than $25,000 by its inability 
to get together with Milton Lazarus, 
author of ‘Every Man for Himself,’ 
on participation in backing the le- 
giter. Col bought screen rights to 
it last week for $4,500 after it closed 
following only three performances 
on Broadway. 

Col, in its negotiations with Laza- 
rus on the Coast, before the show 
opened, had offered $30,000 for a 
piece of the legiter plus screen 
rights. Lazarus refused. 

‘The Dead Take No Bows,’ mystery 
novel, was purchased last week by 
20th-Fox for $3,500. It was authored 
by Richard Burke and will be pub- 
lished shortly. Curtis Brown agented. 





Hollywood Buys 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Richard Collins and Paul Jerico 
sold ‘That Was No Lady’ to Paul 
Czinner for production as a United 
Artists release. 

Metro bought 
Have Happened in 
Daniel Fuchs. 

Paramount acquired ‘Buy M> That 
Town,’ by Harry Gourfain and Mur- 
ray Goltinoff. 

Metro acquired ‘Mama’s Angel,’ by 
Angna Enters. 

Garnett Weston and Robert Shan- 
non sold ‘The Great Train Robbery’ 
to Republic. 

20th-Fox purchased ‘The Dead 
Take No Bows,’ by Richard Burke 
and Stanley Rauh. 


‘Strange Things 
Brooklyn,’ by 











Variety Clubs 

















Continued from page 7 =——mcmeu 


who had been under fire in his own 
organization for his social affiliation 
with the men who pay the salaries. 

H. J. Fitzgerald, head of the Fox 


theatres in Wisconsin, was named 
assistant chief barker, and Al D. 
Kvool, top man for the Warner- 


Saxe houses, was chosen second as- 
sistant. Ben Miller, legal rep for 
varied theatre interests, was elected 
secretary, and Art Schmitz, mana- 
ger of the local RKO office, was 
made treasurer. 





Kenneth Collins Inducted 
Indianapolis, Dec. 17. 
Kenneth Collins, manager of the 
Indiana, was installed Friday 
as chief barker of Tent No. 10 of Va- 
riety Club to suceed Marc Wolf. The 


local barkers threw a dinner at the | 


Claypool Hotel, guests of honor pres- 
ent being Johnny Harris of Pitts- 
burgh, national chief barker, and 
Bob O'Donnell of Dallas, Texas, na- 
tional asst. chief barker of the Va- 
riety Clubs of America. 





Hicks Heads Balto Variety 


Baltimore, Dec. 
Local Variety Club elected new 
officers and board last week with 
Bill Hicks succeeding Lou Rome as 
Chief Barker. Other officers include 
Nick Weems and Eddie Perotka, as- 
sistant Chief Barkers: Joe Grant, 
treasurer, and Barry Goldman, sec- 
retary. Board members include 
Bernie Seaman, Lauritz Garman, 
Eddie Sherwood, Frank H. Durkee, 
Elmer Nolte and Rodney Collier. 
Rome remains on board ex officio. 
Following banquet and dance in 
February club will sponsor this 
year’s Preakness Ball following the 
running of that historic race at Pim 
lico Will devote all income to 
charity fund. 


17. 





Feting John S. Allen 
Cincinnati, Dec. 17 

A testimonial dinner for John S. 
Allen, Chief Barker-elect of Variety 
Club Tent No. 8 and newly ap- 
pointed manager of the M-G ex- 
change in Washington, will be held 
Saturday (21) in the club’s Nether- 
land Plaza quarters. 


Office of chief barker of the Cincy | 


tent for 1941 will be filled by Bill 


Oney, head of Monogram’s Cincy | 


exchange, who was elected first as- 
sistant chief barker. 





Lehman Prez of Buff Tent 


Buffalo, Dec. 17. 
_ Sydney Lehman, local United Ar- 
tist branch manager, was elected 


Chief Barker of the Buffalo Variety 
Club for the coming year, succeed- 
ing Robert T. Murphy, chief booker 
of the Shea circuit. Other officers 
are Stanley Kozanowski, Rivoli, first 
assistant chief barker; George F. 
Hanny, Capitol, second assistant: and 
Ww. E J. Martin, reviewer Buffalo 
Courier-Express, secretary and treas- 
urer, 


(13) | 
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SPG, N. Y. UNIT, WANTS 
ARTISTS IN AS WELL 


Following conclusion last week of 
informal hearings befor: the Na- 
tional Labor. Relations Board, the 
Screen Publicists Guild, New York 





hearings within the next couplé 
weeks to determine what shall con- 
stitute »argaining units at the vari- 
ous companies. Employers have in- 
| dicated their opinion that artists are 
not eligible, while SPG maintains it 
should represent all creative em- 
ployees. 

Joseph Gould, of United Artists, 
was nominated for SPG prez last 
week by acclamation. He has no 
competish for the post. Nomina- 
tions were also made for other of- 
ficers, with elections to be held in 
January. Ralph Morgan, former 
prez of Screen Actors Guild, at last 
week’s nominating meeting, promised 
the publicists the support of film 
players in their effort to obtain shop 
contracts with the distribs. 

Final informal hearing at the 
NLRB last week was with Universal, 
which has only five employees in the 
New York press department. Charles 
Kramer, Labor Board examiner, made 
sarcastic comment on the film com- 
panies at the hearing, declaring there 
were only two problems to be settled, 
one valid and one invalid. First, he 
declared, was how to define a unit, 
and second was the producers’ un- 
| willingness to furnish the Board with 
_information, ‘which seems to me to 
| proceed from a desire to delay.’ 

















Lawrence Coordinating 


Films’ Co-op With Greeks 





Jock Lawrence, new publicity 
| chief for the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn., is in N. Y., to act as 
|co-ordinator of film industry effort 
in the Greek War Relief campaign. 
He was picked by Sam Goldwyn, 
head of Coast charities activities, to 
tie in Hollywood with the eastern 
division. 

| Actual Greek War Relief drive {is 
'not set to open until later this winter 
but the industry is formulating plans 
|for active participation. 


Al Cohen Preps Pair 


Hollywood, Dec. 
Cohen, recently 





We 


Albert J. 


to a producer post at Republic, is 
| hustling preparations on two fea- 
| tures for a simultaneous start. 

| Films are ‘Rookies Roost’ and 


+ ‘Babes on Broadway,’ a musical in- 
tended to showcase young talent at 
the Valley studio, 





‘SIS’ OUT FRONT 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
‘Sis Hopkins’ was shifted ahead of 


| ‘Puddin’ Head’ as Judy Canova’s next | 


|acting job at Republic. 
Filming starts the first 

January, with Robert North produc- 

ing and Joseph Santley directing. 














————— = 


UA ‘Strike’ 


eee ONtinued from page 5 








|ard Rowland’s pact does not go be- 
jyond ‘Cheers Miss Bishop,’ now 
completed; Sol Lesser and Ernst 
Lubitsch have nothin 
slates and Korda is likely to 
on ‘New Wine’ because of 
trouble; and Walter Wanger is 
| working on a story of American 
| pilots in the RAF, but has no defi- 
nite production plans for it or be- 
yond it. 

| UA Meeting ‘Routine’ 

| United 
New York yesterday (Tuesday) was 
|said by Murray Silverstone to have 
been ‘routine.’ Board voted Christ- 


for 


tnT} 
Stall 





mas bonuses to all domestic em- 
ployes except top execs. Arthur 


Kelly, v.-p. in charge of sales, will 
work out terms of the bonus, Silver- 
stone said. 

Attending the meeting were Sil- 
verstone, Dennis F. O'Brien for 
Fairbanks estate; Charles Schwartz 
for Charles Chaplin; James Mulvey 
for Samuel Goldwyn; Steven Pallos 
for Alexander Korda: Herbert Maas 
for Mary Pickford: and Edward C. 


| Raftery, secretary of the co: 


unit, will be the subject of formal | 


RKO INTERESTED 
IN NO. 2 CINEMA 


upped | 


week in 


, 
on their | 


story | 


Artists board meeting in | 


--, Busy Fingers 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Busiest writer in Hollywood ts 
Dalton Trumbo, who has five 
| stories and scripts in work in 
five studios. 

Scribe is doing the screenplay 
on ‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ at 
Metro; his novel, ‘The Remark- 
able Andrew,’ is in the writing 
mill at Paramount; his screen- 
play on ‘Kitty Foyle’ is done at 
RKO; ‘The Man With the Shovel’ 
is being readied at 20th-Fox, and 
‘The Doctor’s Husband’ is being 
prepared by Wesley Ruggles at 
Columbia. 











A second picture house, as called 
for in the large Parkchester (Bronx) 





|development, will probably not be | 
RKO | 


| built for another year or so. 
is reported interested in getting the 
operation of the theatre and has 
opened discussions in that direction. 

Loew’s deal with the Parkchester 
development is for only the Ameri- 
can, which opened two weeks ago. 
It’s a 2,000-seater. 

There are between 15,000 and 20,- 
000 people in the development al- 
ready, it is said. 





Interstate’s Expansion 

Brownsville, Texas, Dec. 17. 
Interstate Amus. Co., of Dallas, 
will build one of the largest business 
| buildings in the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley it was made known here after 
a deal had been closed for a large 
lot in the business district here. 
Plans call for a building to house a 
theatre, stores and offices, costing 
$350,000. 


the proposed building was said to 
have been $27,500. 





2 More Texas Drive-Ins 

Dallas, Dec. 17. 
Construction will be started within 
| 10 days on two drive-in theatres han- 
| dling between 500 and 600 automo- 
biles, one to be located on the North- 
west Highway near Hillcrest and the 
| other on the Fort Worth Highway on 
|top of Chalk Hill. Underwood & 
| Ezell are Texas franchise holders for 
| drive-in theatres; also Republic dis- 
tribs here. 





Edwards’ Latest 
Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
New El Sereno theatre opened in 





the town of that name by James 
Edwards, Jr., owner of the Cameo 
which belongs to the Edwards cir- 
cuit in the same neighborhood 
House seats 850. 

Construction of a new 900-seat 
theatre in Santa Monica will be 
started Jan. 2 by Burke & Bayliss, 


perators of the Tivoli and 
Sawtelle. 


current op 


AYii9o rt? ir 
NUart In 


West Toledo’s New 1,700 Seater 
Toledo, Dec. 17. 
Associated Theatres Corp., Cleve- 


| Jand, has taken a 25-year lease on a 
|1,700-seat theatre being built as part 
lof a $500,000 commercial develop- 
ment in suburban West Toledo. 

Berenson’s New House 

New Orleans, Dec. 17 

|} Berenson’s Theatres purchased a 
‘large site in Gretna, La., across the 
Mississippi from this city, for a new 
theatre to seat 1,000 persons. 


New Rules Curb Benefits’ 
_ ‘Abuse’ of Film Players 


Hollywood, Dec. 17 


Regulations have been set up by 
the Screen Actor’s Guild, Theatre 
| Authority, Association of Motion 
Picture Producers and the Motion 


Permanent Charities Com- 
mittee, to protect actors from con- 
flicting and unauthorized demand on 
er time. 

Players 
pear on 
proved 
producer to 
under contract, 


charities committee. 


Picture 


be forbidden to 
shows unless ap- 
by Theatre Authority, the 
whom the player is 
and the permanent 


will 
charity 


ap- 





TRAVIS HEADS PATHE LAB 
E. M. Travis is to be the new 
president of Pathe Laboratories, 
succeeding O. Henry Briggs. Latter 
has resigned to take a new 
outside the lab yratory field. 
Trav been in 


a Si bane ty } 
Pathe ory in Holly a. 


position 


charge of the 





Wisc. Theatre Delegation in March E 
To State Capital for Solution to Tax 
Problems Arising From Giveaways 





75 DETROIT CINEMAS 
GO DARK ON XMAS EVE 


Detroit, Dec. 17. 

At least.75 of this town’s theatres 
will go dark on Christmas Eve, with 
more probably joining the citywide | 
move launched by Co-operative | 
Theatres of Michigan. The organ- | 
ization polled not only its member- | 
ship but outside houses on the idea | 
of taking the day off when biz 
doesn’t amount to shucks anyhow. It 
seemed to be the opening that most 
of them were waiting for since the | 





| 75 houses responded that no matter | 


what the rest did they were shutter- 
ing. 

With that number going down, it 
was expected that a large number 


|of others would follow the example 
| figuring that it might be a good-will | 





jand half for damages. 


gesture. To stay open might invite | 
criticism if the guy down the street | 
closed. 





Lenser Sues for Time 


Under 40-Hr.-Wk. Law 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Mervyn Freeman, camerman, filed | 
suit for $15,744 in the U. S. District | 
Court against Pathe Newsreel. Half | 
the amount is claimed for services 








Complaint | 


| was filed under provisions of the 40- 





Th iderati a , | hour week, established by Fair La- 
e consideration for the site of | 


bor Standards Act of 1938. 

As a member of Cameramen’s 
Local, 659, Freeman charges he 
worked 1,275 hours from Oct. 24 
to Dec. 17, 1938, and 748 hours from 


Dec. 18, 1939, to Aug. 16, 1940, there- 


by entitling him to overtime com- | 
| pensation. 





| 
| 
| 
| 


2 From Columbia, RKO’s | 


‘Smith’ Into Music Hall 


t 
| 
| 


Milwaukee, Dec. 17. 

Fighting against the imposition of 
back income taxes amounting to 
many thousands of dollars, a repre- 
sentative delegation of theatre men 
will go to Madison, Wis., Thursday 
(19) to meet with the Wisconsin 
state tax authorities in an effort to 
iron out the difficulties that have 
arisen as the result of a ruling dis- 
allowing the deduction of money 


| paid out to theatre patrons as prizes 


in Bank Night, Banko, Screeno, 


'Hollywood and similar business stim- 


ulants. 


Harry Perlewitz, business manager 
of the Independent Theatre Protec- 
tive Association of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan; J. N. Blatchford, 
financial man of the Fox Wisconsin 
theatre group; A. D. Kvool, head of 
the Warner-Saxe theatres; Charles 
W. Trampe, exchange and theatre 
owner, and their legal reps all will 
join in the trek to the state capital. 


Although no estimate has been 
made of the amount of money in- 
volved, it is admittedly huge, for 
hundreds of houses throughout the 
state were dishing out the coin to 
lucky patrons over the long period 
the games were permitted to flour- 
ish, and many theatre men claim 
they will be utterly ruined finan- 
cially and forced into bankruptcy if 
the state is permitted to go through 
with its plan to collect. 


Chains as well as independents are 


|included in the state’s tax offensive 


which has been launched in ample 
time to prevent pleading of the 


statute of limitations, and their legal 
reps and 


accountants are in close 
huddles trying to figure out what 
it’s all about, how deeply they are 
in and the possibility of finding loope- 
holes through which to wriggle out 


Film Scribes Talk Suit 
Over ‘X’ Clause on Credits 
17. 


with 
at- 


Hollywood, Dec. 
are threatened 
action if they persist in 


Producers 
egal 


The Music Hall, N. Y., has closed | taching ‘exhibit X’ rider to contracts 


for ‘Arizona’ and ‘This Thing Called | with 


Love’ with Columbia, as weil as for 
‘Mr. and Mrs Smith’ from RKO. 


|‘Philadelphia Story’ (Metro) goes in 
|Thursday (26) and will be held over 


New Year’s. 

Present booking schedule is to play 
‘Arizona’ after that, then ‘This Thing 
Called Love’ and ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ in that order. 


e . > 
Finally at Rainbow’s End 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Beset by multiple difficulties since 
last July, the James Roosevelt | 
(Globe) production, ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ | 


went before the lenses at the RKO- 
Pathe studio with James Stewart and 


Paulette Goddard in the top roles 
and Horace Heidt’s orchestra fea- | 
tured. 

Henry Henigson is supervising 


the production job while Roosevelt 
is in training with the U. S. Marine 
Corps at San Diego. Picture is for 
United Artists release. 


But Free and Easy 
1, Dec. 17 
‘But the “lesh is , a tale with 
an English was added to 
Metro’s remake schedule with a new 
title, ‘Free and Easy.’ It was filmed 
eight years 
Eddie Buzzell is 


background, 


avo 


slated as director. 


DE TITTA ON COAST 
Hollywood, Dec. 47. 

Arthur De Titta, former represen- 
tative for Fox-Movietone News in 
Paris, took over the job of Pacific 
Coast supervisor. 

Jack Darrock, his predecessor, 
moves to New York as supervising 
assistant on short subjects under 
Truman H. Talley. 


VAQUERO’S GIDDYAP 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Cesar Romero started riding in 
‘Ride On, Vaquero’ yesterday (Mon.) 
ahead of time because of a sudden 





shift in the 20th-Fox production 
chedule, 

Change was necessary to make 
Romero available for the start of 


‘Great American Broadcast’ in Janu- 
ary. Otherwise ‘Broadcast’ would 
I I ed to March. 


t > 
- ww OK }4\/ 


anel ur 
| @iita iivwr 
boy wonder as an underling. 
| faux 


members of Screen Writers 
Guild. Scribes are being furnished 
with a standard form of protest to 
be attached to the studio agreements 
they sign. 

Guild contends the producers’ 
move to strip it of authority to de- 
termine screen credits violates both 
SWG agreement and National Labor 
Relations Act. Legal action will be 
taken only in the event producers 
decline to continue present arranges 
ment in neg pact, 


itiations on new 


Brent’s No Can Do 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

George Brent was signed for the 
top male role in the Sam Bischoff 
production, ‘We Dare Not Love,’ at 
Columbia. 

Ernest Vajda {is scripting 
Edward Grant’s story, 
into work in January. 


James 
which goes 








e 


of the country back in 
the closing years of the last iry. 


Much of it can med inspira- 





Nugent's Autobio 


—=continued from page 2=— 








the tank owr 
cent 


pe tel 


tional to present-day actors, whose 
complaints about current hardships 
in getting a foothold in the theatre 


sound |jike a bed of roses in compari- 


son to what the Nugents were origi- 
nally up against. 

| Nugent digresses frankly on his 
troubles with Keith-Albee because 


of his activities in the White Rats 
back in 1900, a fighting speech before 


| the then newly formed organization 


resulting in his being blacklisted by 
K-A. Equally frank is his descrip- 
tion of his first meeting with the late 
Irving Thalberg, when he was rushed 
by Metro from the east as a writer, 
hr 
Another 
him followed shortly 
thereafter, he chronicle he 
mistook Mrs. Thalberg (Norma 
Shearer) for a girl he had seen in a 
fashion short. 
As an afterpiece, Nugent includes 
several articles he wrote for Variety 


pas by 
when 


vears ago. These were w.k. in the 
trade and, as Nugent point out, 
might make a good book in them- 


1 
celyves 


a 


ood rere 
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Allied States Info Dent. Reports 


20th-Fox Closed Largest Number — 


Of 40-41 Deals; Leads With 13.79, 


Twentieth Century-Fox has closed 


@ larger number of contracts for 
1940-41 product than any other dis- 
tributor, according to reports sub- 
mitted by exhibs to Allied States 


Association Information Department. 
Second Allied analysis of exhibitor 
pacts with distribs, issued last week, 
also reveals: 

1. More than 612% of exhibs had 
made no deals at al] for 1940-41 pro- 
duct as of the end of November, 
when the reporting period closed. 

2. Exhibs have yet to buy 32.2% 
of the product they need to run their 
theatres this season. In other words, 
only enough for eight months of 
operation has been purchased. 

2. Most exhibs are paying the 
Bame or less than last year for pix 
on flat rental and guarantee con- 
tracts. 

4. Of all pictures sold, slightly 
more than 12% are on percentage, 
slightly less than 88‘. on flat rental. 

5. Distribs assertion that their na- 
tional policy forbids selling all-flat 
rental contracts is exploded, as every 
company but Metro has made such 
deals. All-flat rental pacts figure to 
42% of the total sold, while 58% of 
contracts contain some percentage 
pictures. 

6. Universal sticks least closely 
to its announced sales policy, Metro 

ticks most closely. Going up the 
scale from U. to M-G the order is 
Columbia, RKO, 20th-Fox, Warner 
Bros., Paramount. Not announcing 
any sales policy in advance were 
United Artists, Republic and Mono- 
gram. 

7. Metro is all 


most lenient of 


companies in allowing cancellations; | 


VA is least lenient. Col., RKO and 
U ‘generally restricted the exhibi- 
tors’ right to cancel.’ 

8. ‘Shorts are stil] being forced— 


relentlessly—by Fox, RKO, Metro, the 


WB, U, Par and Col in the order 

nNamed...nearly 47% of all short 

subject contracts nationally were 

forced and in one territory the fig- 

ure reaches a monumental 75%. 
WB and RKO No. 2-3 


Allied Information Department re- 
ports 20th-Fox has sold 13.7% of all 


! 
} 


of features required for a year’s op- 


eration by theatres reporting, AID 
discloses that 67.8% of produced | 


needed has been bought, 32.2° has | 
not been bought. 

Of all flat rental pacts inked, 
21.67 provided for more coin than 


last year, 59.9% were for same or 
smaller amounts than 1939-40. Mono 


did worst in getting increases, only | 


7 9OC° 
(6 6¢ 


of its pacts being on that basis. 
Universal was best, grabbing tilts 
from 38.2% of the exhoibs from 
which it got deals. Other companies 
in order of success in snaring in- 


creased rentals were RKO, 7.5%; Col, | 


9.86; Fox, 14.2%; UA, 16.2%; 


WB, 


26°: Par, 27.5%; Rep, 28.4%; Metro, | 


33.3%. 

Metro got the highest number of 
percentage pictures per. contract, 
averaging 11 (this is an actual num- 
ber, not a percentage). Fox was 
next with 6.6 pictures on percentage 
in each pact; WB had 5.1; Par, 4.7; 
Col, 4; U, 3.7; RKO, 2.9; UA, 2.6; 
Mono, 3, and Rep. 2 

Of all percentage pictures sold, 
31.5% are in the 40% bracket, 51% 
in 35% bracket and 17.5% in all 
oiher brackets. Metro is 
the hghest number of its percentage 


| pictures in the 40% bracket, almost 


half of them (46%) being in that 
class. U is selling only 1.8% of is 
percentage pix in the top bracket, 
while Mono and Rep have none. 

Of the total number of percentage 
pictures sold, 31.1% have guarantee 
provisions and 53.2% are on a pre- 
ferred playing time basis, 





Law’s Coast Berth 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Albert J. Law, for the last 11 
years assistant U. S. attorney general, 
has been named general counsel for 
Pacific Coast Conference of 
Theatre Owners. 
He conducted 
here of major 

Government. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
‘Her First Beau’ new tag for ‘June 


the investigation 
distributors for the 





contracts reported by the 10 top | Mad’ at Columbia. 


companies. Next 
12%, then RKO, 


is Warners with 
112%; Par, ii%; 
Metro, 10.9%; Universal, 10.8%; Co- 
lumbia, 9.9%: UA, 8.9%; 
6.2%, and Monogram, 3.4%. 
Taking as 100% 


TE 


Republic | 


‘Bad Man’ became ‘Pancho Lopez, 
the Bad Man’ at Meiro. 

Republic switched from ‘Arkansaw 
Judge’ to ‘Arkansas Judge,’ 

Lightning Strikes the Citadel’ is 
release tag on ‘Gangs of Kansas City’ 


the total number at Republic. 
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The WALT DISNEY. 
STOKOWSKI Triumph 


antasia 


In Technicolor & RCA Fantasound 


TWICE DAILY at 2:40 & 8:40 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 


E&BROADWAY THEATRE 
$3rd St. & B’way—Ci 6-5353 
THIA PICTURE CANNOT BE SHOWNJIN ANY 
OTHER THEATRE WITHIN 100 MILES OF N.Y. 





His newest 
and most 
baffling case! Ciet Street 


“DR. KILDARE’S CRISIS” 
Lew Lionel 
AYRES s BARRYMORE 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Vroséway 


York Theatres 
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selling | 





OPENS FRIDAY, DEC. 20 
ERROL FLYNN 
OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND 


In a New Warner Bros, Hit 


“SANTA FE TRAIL” 


with Raymond Massey 


Ferson ABE LYMAN 


and His Californians 


STRAND B’way & 47 St. 














B WAY & 
47th St 


RKO PALAC 


Week Beginning Wed., Dec. 18 
SOUTH OF SUEZ 


BRENT 
‘James Mtephenson - 


—AND— 
Private 


MICHAEL SHAYNE }rivate | 


Marjorie Weaver 


Brenda 
MARSHALL 


Geo. Tobias 


Lioyd Nolan - 











Starts Thur., Dee. 19 
Dick Ellen 
POWELL DREW 
“CHRISTMAS 
IN JULY” 


Last Times Wed. 
“ESCAPE” 


Norma Robert 
SHEARER TAYLOR 


In Person 
Maxine Sullivan 
John Kirby 


In Person 
Richard 
HIMBER 














RADIO 
Crry 


MUSIC HALL 
"NO, NO 
NANETTE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions | 











OPENING SAT., DEC. 21 
“VICTORY” 


LAST $ DAYS 


“LITTLE MEN” 


UNITED 
ARrisrs RIVOLI Brggtysy, 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIONITE SHOWS 











| PARAMOUNT 



















TIMES 
SQUARE 


Jack | In Person 
gerd TOMMY 
ALLEN DORSEY 
“LOVE THY and Band 
NICHOLAS | 
NEIGHBOR” BROS. 


Midnite Screen Shows 
a a a i a ad 


Repartee 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
Indie exhib, who has Para- 
mount exclusively in the dis- 
trict was smacking his lips over 
the biz North West Mounted 
Police’ is doing at Penn down- 
town. He was allowing as how 
the DeMille hit would pull him 
out of the red for the season 
and turned to his friend and said 
‘Don't you wish you had that 
picture, pal?’ 
The other guy snapped back, 
‘Say, I'd settle for its trailer.’ 


"40 Stars, Pix 


tes Continued from page 20 























hune-Corrigan trio doing almost as 
well with their new series of sage- 
brushers. Keye Luke, who played in 
the ‘Chan’ series at 20th-Fox, is now 
| doing his own Chinese starring 


series, first two of which have been 
most satisfactory. 


all types of production and gets from 
10 to 15 picture assignments on the 
lot a year. 


Autry Leads the Herd 
In Rep’s Western Pix 


Republie, which has been branch- 


ing out in better quality production | 


‘during past few years, had its best 
‘year in 1940. Its casts were more im- 
posing and its dependable — star 
money-getters did not slacken in their 
| grossing capabilities. Gene Autry, the 
,topper, has hit into the ‘A’ house 
field in key centers and aided by his 
radio strength may be in position 


that Tom Mix occupied years ago at | 


Fox of playing the select houses. 
John Wayne, a Republic star who 


worked off lot more than on, is the | 


prestige asset of the studio and help- 

| ful to product, it uses him so far as 
possibility of top bookings are con- 
| cerned, Also important is Judy 
| Canova, who is in on term star deal. 
| Other series stars who are coming 
through in goad style are Roy Rog- 
ers, Don ‘Red’ Barry, a new acquisi- 
tion, and the Three Mesquiteers 
(Robert Livingston, Bob Steele, 
Rufe Davis). 

George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, who has 
|; been in feature division, is moving 
| into the co-star category on the 
| Rogers pictures for 1941. --Most. of 
}name stars and feature players. used 
| by studio except the Gleasons, who 
| retired from the ‘Higgins Family’ 
| series, are in on one-picture commit- 
ments, 

} 
| 





REPUBLIC 


Stars 


GENE AUTRY 
JOHN WAYNE 
JUDY CANOVA 
ROY ROGERS 
BOB LIVINGSTON 
CLAIRE TREVOR 
DON ‘RED’ BARRY 
CHESTER MORRIS 
GLEASON FAMILY 
LLOYD NOLAN 
EDMUND LOWE 














ductions, but this one is below the 
usual level. It’s hoked up to the 
extent that the wherefore of the hoke 
is more mysterious than the mystery 
on which the story is stapled. 

Procession of events from 
opening credits is promising: Ha- 
vana, a beautiful girl with a package 
of money totalling $100,000, the Lone 





troduced in three minutes. Then 
comes explanation, wherein tedious- 
_ness develops. The gal, Frances 
Robinson, is trying to get her boy 
friend out of the clink. He, Bruce 


| he had nothing to do with. William 
{and Eric Blore, his clever, but comi- 


cally criminal valet, set about cor-|there was aitch to pay. 


rection, which involves them with 
Don Beddoe’s gang, really guilty of 
j the ‘napping. 

| Blore and William snare all the 


| performance plaudits, but Miss Rob- 


|inson gives an attractive, as well as 
{capable account of herself. 


has to be content with script 
crumbs. Police by-play, for laughs, 
| finds Thurston Hall straighting for 
| two clowns, Fred Kelsey, the dumb 
flatfoot type, and Jed Prouty, a srnall 
town gendarme with a fetish for 
| salutes and sirens. 
| Writers in this case 
| were the biggest trouble. 


evidently 
\ Evidence 
_indicates they were labored for de- 
| livery of a picture ahead of a dead- 
| line, and did just that. Sidney Sal- 
| kow gets two credits, typewritorial 
j}and for direction—a strike and a 
| ball. Art. 


MEET THE MISSUS 


Republic release of Robert North produec- 
tion, Stars ‘The Higgins Family’ 
|}coe Karns, Ruth Donnelly, Spencer 
| ters, George Ernest, Lois Runson), Di- 
|; rected by Mal St. Clair. Original screen- 
| blay by Val Burton, Ewart Ad ti 
j; lor Cavan; camera, Ernest Miller; 
| Ernest Nims. At Paramounat, 
| Week of Deo. 12, 1940. 
64 MINS. 

Clie. ee ... Roser 
Lil Higgins 
ct errr 
Sidney Higgins...... 
a 
P WIGOW JORGE: ck ccccavaes ccs 
i. eae Seren 

| Johnny Williams 
} Shillingford 
| Millie Lou 
ipa Godfrey 


(Ros- 
Char- 


imson, Pay - 
editor, 
Brookly n, 


Running time, 


Spencer 
-...George Ernest 
Lois Ranson 
Polly Moran 
Astrid Allwyn 
\lan Ladd 
Treevtyer ts ti Harry Woods 
Ann Seese 


Pe COREE Cand dws Harry Ty 


| Dear Mabel: 
It’s just like I told you after I 
seen that Higgins family the 


| time, they can. get themselves_into 
more trouble in an hour 


ler 


| of Mussolini’s generals in Greece. | 
| Sometimes I think they even get into | 

too many headaches, because they | 
they | 


Start getting me dizzy, but 
have a nretty good sense of humor 


honest I do, Mabel. 

That family this time, baby, was as 
funny as I’ve ever seen them, al- 
though, like I said, those Hollywood 


son and Taylor Cavan, who run their 
lives, got them in and out of a few 
too many scrapes for my blood pres- 
sure. like them just a 
calmer. 

Ya know what happened? 
the Higgins kid who looks like a 
Ernest, went and lost a pack of 
bonds he was supposed to deliver. 
Sid was goin’ to jail sure unless Joe, 
hig old man (he’s another dead- 
ringer for a movie guy, Roscoe 
Karns) could raise 5,000 bucks to 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 16; 


Lone Wolf Keeps a Date, 


| Moran’s. 


the | 
| could ret 


| tangle with romance and discovered 
Wolf, and a gang of hoods—all in- | he faced a breach-of-promise suit. 





Bennet, is bastilled for a kidnapping | in jail. 


: sie There's | 
Featured group here is utilized in not much for Bruce Bennet, who | 


last 


than one | 


and I get a mild laugh out of them, | 


fellas, Val Burton and Ewart Adam- | 


little | 
Sidney, | 


fillum actor I think is named George | 





——— 











pay the cost of the bonds. The only 
| way to get the dough, the whole 
| family decided, was to marry off 
| grandpa (Spencer Charters’ double 
i this time) to a rich old widow with 
|a hatchet-puss as bad as Polly 


| Just after 
note 


erandpa wrote a hot 
to the widow, Joe found he 
the dough from a bank. 
Grandpa tried to get out of the 


Joe decided to steal grandpa’s note 
from the widow’s apartment, got 
himself all tied up by mistake with 
a nifty-looking Astrid Allwwn-type 
tootsie across the hall and landed 
Ma Higgins, who reminds 
me of Ruth Donnelly, wouldn’t be- 
lieve Joe wasn't unfaithful and 
A million 
|other things happened every time 
you thought it was all straightened 
out, Mabel, but they finally found 
| the bonds and everything was okay, 
Mal St. Clair, who pulls the 
| strings on the Higginses like a Holly- 
wood director does on a cast, sure 
keeps them movin’ fast. They're a 
| likeable lot, though, and I guess 
| you'll see 'em soon in your neck of 
|the woods, where they’ve always 
been a lot more popular than wit! 
those smarties downtown. Love an 
kisses. Herb. 


THEATRE MAN’S $500 
LEGACY FOR ‘KINDNESS’ 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 

Kindness shown a guest in a Coe 
lumbus hotel when he was clerk four 
years ago was responsible for Chese 
ter Vickery, treasurer at Loew’s, in- 
|heriting $500 from a comparative 
|stranger. Last week Alonzo Tuttle, 
|dean of the Ohio State University’s 
|law school, died and bequeathed the 
dough to Vickery for ‘his kindness 
and consideration.’ Vickery said he 
didn’t recall showing any special at- 
tention to Tuttle. 

‘On the contrary, it seems he was 
always doing something for me, like 
giving me books and tutoring me,’ 
‘said Vickery, who met Tuttle several] 
times on visits to Columbus after 
leaving the hotel for the Loew’s or- 
ganization. Vickery came here about 
two years ago from Loew’s Penn in 
Pittsburgh. 

















NEW. YORK’S 
Most Convenient Addresg 


Central Park, with its many 
opportunities for recreation, i 
at your doorstep... ang 4 

midtown is within easy walk- 
ing distance. Rates from $3.50. 


CENTRAL PARK WEST AT GIST STREET 
NEW YORK : 
Richord M Toohill, Mgr 
































RICHARD CROMWELL ~ 
WEAVER BROS, & ELVIRY 
Featured | To The 

Smiley Burnette . e 

George ‘Gabby’ Hayes || Motion Picture Industry: 
Jimmy Durante ; 
ae Baker | 

Yharles Bickford 

Johnny Downs The undersigned are the sole and exclusive 
Ruth Terry owners of all distribution and exhibition rights 
ewe Satan | P ae A the motion picture entitled 
Frances Langford . 

June Store 

pehens hoieene NOTICE and WARNING are hereby given 
Ann Miller thet any exhibition, distribution or other deal- 
eet enon Ing with the said motion picture “ECSTASY” 

will be a violation and infringement of the 

Rufe Davi | 

aseas tenet | property rights of the undersigned; that the un- 
Bob Sieele ersigned will hold strictly accountable in 
pig Frecusg damages any and all parties whomsoever who 
Masthya Mare attempt or participate in such wrongful and 
Wela Davies unlawful exhibition, distribution or other deal- 
Patsy Kelly Ing with the said motion picture entitled 
Jerry Colonna “ECSTASY.” 
Dennis O’Keefe 
Roscoe Karns : 
Rai Benasity Dated: December 11, 1940. 
a Charters 
Mary Boland 
Hugh Herbert MICHAEL M. WYNGATE, INC. 
Claire Carlton 
Jacqueline Wells MAX WEINGARTEN 
Raymond Hatton 230 Central Park South, 
Duncan Renaldo 
Mary Lee New York, N. Y. : 
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COCA-COLA DISCS STAY ASCA 





Wayne King Orchestra Show, Using “rELIY PATE ores, 


ASCAP Song Titles, Off Air Jan. 25 





Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Wayne King orchestra show for 
Colgate’s on Columbia at present, 
goes off the air with the program 
of Jan. 25, the agency and sponsor 
letting the option time pass last 
week without pick-up. 

This is figured to be primarily a 
cancellation as an effect of the ra- 
dio-ASCAP ban. While not ac- 
knowledged as the actual reason for 
the demise of the show, the program 
is tied in too closely with songs not 
to be affected by the ASCAP ban. 
Program plot is based upon awards 
of diamond rings to persons sending 
in titles of songs which are arene 
associated with their private tives. | 
These songs are generally ASCAP | 
tunes, with few of them in public | 
domain. 

Sherman & Marquette agency has 
no plan for replacement for this 
show, but understood considering 
possibility of selling Colgate a dra- 
matic show. 


BERNARD SCHUBERT 





Bernard L. Schubert has_ with- 
drawn from the Phillips Lord radio 
program office where he was sales 
manager. He has established him- 
self in New York as a package pro- 
gram specialist. His first independ- 
ent deal is with Lennen & Mitchell 
for ‘How Did You Meet?’ which starts 


Jan. 1 on the NBC red for Wood- | 


bury Soap. 

A combo soap opera and audience 
participation formula, the Schubert 
sale is for one part of the former 
Woodbury Playhouse set-up. Tony 


Martin and Dave Rose from Holly- | 


wood hold the early part, 8-8:15 


p.m. and then the New York part 
follows. 





Jim Cox in U.S. Army, 
Handles Public Relations 


Atlanta, Dec. 17. 
Jim Cox, former assistant manager 


at WATL, Atlanta, barely settled in 
his new post as Promotion Manager 
of WING, Dayton, Ohio, when he 


received orders to return to Atlanta 
for active service with the Army 
Cox, who holds a commission in 


the Infantry Reserve, was assioned 


to duty as Public Relations Officer 
for Fort McPherson, Ga., just outside 
Atlanta. 


FORHAN’S BUYS HEATTER 


Modern Industrial Bank (Local) Re 
leases Gabber for Mutual Web 





Forhan’s takes over sponsors —_ of 
Gabriel Heatter Monday ights 
starting Jan. 6 for a Mutual Pre 
Show is now bankrolled over a 
New York. by Modern Indigtt 
bank. Latter outfit is purely a loc: al 
institution. Is voluntarily freeing 
Heatter so he can accept Forhan’s 

Liberty mag, which sponsors Heat 
ter’s series Thursday and Sat 
nights, has increased the network 
and renewed the show for 26 more 
weeks, 


urday 








Corwin’s 1941 Series 


Norman Corwin, who went to the 
Coast suddenly last week on an RKO 
scripting assignment, is due back late 
next month to begin a new series 
ang CBS, to be called ‘26 by Cor- 

in 

He also gets time to plane back 
to New York to direct a revival of 
his ‘Plot to Overthrow Christmas’ on 
Columbia Workshop next Sunday 
night (22). He'll fly west again im- 
mediately after the broadcast. 





John Lord Booth, owner of WMBC. 
Detroit, made his bow on the air last 
week when he spoke for three min- 
utes at a station celebration in honor 
of Hyman Altman, for 12 years on 
the studio staff and manager of one 


of its fo 
foreign hours, 





' WGAR's Fancy Murals 





Maury Condon, of WGAR, 
Cleveland, was in New York last 
week to shepherd Leonora Fees 
of the Cleveland School of Art 
around Radio City, CBS, Mutual 
and other radio centres. 

Reason: WGAR is having a 
radio montage type mural 
painted into reception foyer of 
its new studios and wanted artist 
to have lots of mental impres- 
sions of broadcasting biz to draw 
upon, 


PALMOLIVE 10 











| 





F. Ward Wheelock has become the 
|new agency for the Palmolive Soap 
account. Move over of the business 


| Palmolive advertising appropria- 
tion is figured to be at least $2,000,- 
000 a year. Eight or more agencies 
had a bid in for the account. 


RUFUS MADDUX JOINS 





| Trenton, Dec. 17. 

| Rufus C. Maddux, of Princeton, 
managing director of the New Jer- 
sey Council, the State’s Promotion 
Agency, will leave the State service 
to become vice-president in charge 
of sales of WOR, New York. No 
successor has been appointed to re- 
place Maddux, who steps in at WOR 
for Frank Braucher, resigned. Mad- 


idux’s appointment is effective Dec. 
23. 

Maddux, 35, has been associated 
with the New Jersey Council since 
Sept. 1, 1938, a year after the agency 
was formed. For seven years pre- 
viously he was with the New Eng- 
ind Council official development 
organization of Six New England 
governors He was graduated from 
Washington and Lee in 1925 and 
later attended Harvard School of 


Business Administration. 





FW. WHEELOCK 


WOR AS SALES MGR. 








|} age account, declared Monday 


NO ALTERNATIVE 


D’Arcy Agency Emphasizes | 
Conviction That First Duty 
Is to Protect Client’s Suc-| 
cessful Formula — N et- 
work Problem Is 
thing Else 








Some- 





BMI URGES CASE 





Coca-Cola will go on recording 
| music in the repertoire of the Amer- | 
ican Society of Con:posers, Authors 
and Publishers regardless of what 
| turn the battle between radio and 
ie American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers may take. 
F. W. Coste, v.p. of the D’Arcy 
agency’s New York office, which su- 
pervises the radio end of the bever- | 
(16) | 
when questioned by Variety that he 





i; had thoroughly explored the ques- 


icome to the conclusion that 


OPENS OWN OFFICE from Benton & Bowles takes effect | 
i Jan, 1. 


tion of material availability and had 
if the 
transcription series (‘Singing Sam’) | 
which Coca-Cola dealers are now fi- | 
nancing on 220 stations is to continue { 
to be successful it must be free to 
draw its music:‘from all sources, in- 


cluding ASCAP. 


Many stations now running the 
| Coca-Cola transcription have ad- 
| vised D’Arcy that they are not re- 
newing with ASCAP after their 
present contracts expire Jan. 1. Of- 
ficials of Broadcast Music, Inc., have 


also sought to impress upon the 
agency the folly of continuing to 
record ASCAP music since over 450 
stations have subscribed to BMI’s 
repertoire. There was even talk 
among these BMI officials of calling 
on the Coca-Cola account in At- 
lanta to state their case, but up to 
the end of last week this project had 
not been carried out, Coste stated. 
He himself just returned from At- 
lanta. 

In explaining how Coca-C 
on the music si 
scribed the acc 


ola stood 
tuation Coste de- 
dunt and agenc: 


being innocent bystanders. Both 
were trying, as far as the transcrip- 
tion series was concerned, to main- 
tain a position of neutrality The 
transcriptions, he said, were pro- 
vided by the Coca-Cola Co ut 

station time was Pi iid for by the local 


bottlers. The series has been on the 


(Continued on page 30) 





(Deny That Westinghouse Cancels 


~~ 


Because of ASCAP or That Alien 


Tunes Trip Up ‘Musical Americana’ 





Non-Ulcerous 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Kraft Music Hall triumvirate, 
Carrol] Carroll, Joe Bigelow and 
Bob Brewster, labored far into 
the night to trim the script’s 
overage. They were still nine 
minutes away when the phone 
rang. It was Preston Sturgis 
begging off from his guest spot. 

Trio thumbed through his 
sides, clocked at exactly nine 
minutes. The mass exodus was 
only a matter of seconds. 


UNION OIL 











DROPS MUSIC 





Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
After several years on Coast net- 
works with musical shows, Union Oil 
has switched over to straight dra- 
matics, taking an NBC-packaged pro- 


gram titled ‘Point Sublime’ and using | 


Clif? Arquette as a crossroads store- 
keeper, philosopher and fixer. 

Program is being written and di- 
rected by Robert Redd. 


ANACIN, BISIDOL 
IN PACIFIC SHIFT 


So that Anacin’s ‘Easy Aces’ will 
immediately follow Bromo Seltzer’s 
Ben Bernie shows NBC is arranging 
to switch the former program from 








9 to 9:30 p.m. on the Pacific blue 
link. Bisidoil’s ‘Mr. Keen’ stanza, 
which is spotte’ after ‘Aces’ and be- 
longs to the same account, will be 
shifted at the same time. The new 
schedule will be ‘Aces,’ 9:30-9:45, and 
‘Keen,’ 9:45-10 p.m. 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, agency 
yn the ‘Ace s’ and ‘Mr. Keen’ shows, 


had filed an 
work against its spotting of another 
headache remedy account in the 
nabiad preceding ‘Aces,’ 


, ; 
objection with the net- 
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No event since the outbreak of 
hostilities between the broadcasting 
| industry and the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
has brought the controversy into 
such dramatic focus as the cancella- 
tion by Westinghouse of its ‘Musical 
Americana’ program on the NBC- 
red as of Jan. 16. It is one of two 
cases where the performing rights 
fight now at its crescendo has been 
linked to the exit from radio of an 


important account. Other case is 
| Wayne King (see separate story). 


Mixed reasons are attributed to 
the cancellation. Fuller & Smith & 


Ross, agency on the account, de- 
clared Monday (16) that the de- 
cision to take the program off the 
air had been made because the 
various divisions in the Westing- 
house manufacturing combine pre- 
ferred to go in for direct product 
promotion during 1941, instead of 
continuing their cooperative support 
of the NBC (Raymond Paige) pro- 
gram, which is strictly promotional 
in intent. Other sources hold that 
Westinghouse had suddenly decided 
to get out of what looked to become 
a muddled and irritating situation. 
|The account, according to these same 
sources, got a foretaste recently of 
the complications that might develop 
when the program could no longer 
choose material from the ASCAP 
repertoire. 





agg 





Rehearsal Uproar 


In compliance with NBC’s order 
barring all ASCAP music from its 
| facilities as of Dec. 23, Fuller & 
Smith & Ross got the program’s cast 
together and sought to select a non- 
ASCAP line of numbers for the Dec. 
26 broadcast when the demurrers 
started to break. Jessica Dragonette 
(is to be the guest star for that par- 
ticular occasion. She had picked 
on ‘Siboney’ for her tune and the 
agency told her it would have to 
be ‘Practice Makes Perfect.’ Miss 
Dragonette, it is reported, said it 
would have to be ‘Siboney,”’ an 


ASCAP number, or else. Raymond 
Paige, the program’s conductor, is 
ilso reported to have protested. The 


Dec. 26 will be an all-ASCAP lineup. 

Fuller & Smith & Ross, 
ing the cancellation, stated that the 
cost of the ‘Americana’ series is split 
up among the multiple product pro- 
ducers in the Westinghouse setup 
and that the program is in charge 
of a committee representing these 
divisions. Agency tagged as base- 
less the report that the cancellation 
order had been inspired by A. W. 
Robertson, chairman of the Westing- 
board, had 
heard about the shutdown 
on ASCAP material Also denied 
agency report that 


since the standard composition in 


in explain- 


‘ 1- — 
house after the latte 


pl oposed 


by the was the 


the Broadcast Music repertoire were 
overwhelmingly of foreign origin, it 
vas decided that the erie could 
not make use of these and at the 
same time retain its title of ‘Musical 
Americana.’ 

Big Biz Ties? 

Sources outside the agency further 
pointed out that it was to be ex- 
pected that Westinghouse because 
of its past and present business kin- 
ship with RCA and NBC would not 
be inclined to admit that it had 
withdrawn from the network pro- 
graming picture as a result of the 
ASCAP situation. The agency itself 


described this suggestion as absurd 


since the ASCAP controversy had 
in no way figured in the cancella- 
tion. Another angle about the 


withdrawal involves a Christmas 
gift that Westinghouse has already 
begun to send out to its trade. This 
gift consists of an album of recorde- 
ings made by Paige for Victor. 

Cancellation will mean loss of eme- 
ployment for 61 musicians. The 
hookup over which the program is 
carried comprises 88 stations. The 
series started Jan. 25, 1940. 
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| POSSIBLE WISCONSIN ‘CONSENT’ BY ASCAP 
+ AUGURS TRUCE WITH DEPT. OF JUSTICE 





| ° ° 
Pretty Obscure Just Now But ASCAP Board Expects Martin Block Discs Set 
to Hear Terms in a Week—No Peace with Radio But Not Cutting Until 


Now in Sight 


_ 


It’s been officially conveyed by 

SCAP’s special legal emissaries to 

Jashington that ‘a good deal could 
be worked out’ on behalf of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers from a ‘con- 
gent decree,’ as and when it happens. 
But what the specific proposals will 
be nobody at ASCAP knows or can | 
discuss because, to quote a music 
gan, ‘when the old Victor Talking | 
Machine Co. ran into a proposed con- 
gent decree, what they said at first, 
end what we finally saw on paper 
were two other fellers.’ 

Neither John G. Paine nor Gene 
Buck, ASCAP g.m. and prez, will 
talk, simply saying ‘no comment.” 

However, it’s no secret within 
ASCAP board circles that Herman 
Starr, a Warner Bros. director and 
vice-president, head of the WB 
music publishing subsidiaries, and 
ehairman of ASCAP’s radio negotiat- 
{ng committee, had called in his 
own personal attorney, Milton Dia- 
mond, to go to Washington for Dey . 
of Justice parleys. Diamond took 
along Lieut.-Governor Charles Po- 
letti of New York State, who is 
special counsel to Diamond, Rabin, 
Bodein & Mackey, to the capital. 
ASCAP’s regular attorneys, Schwartz 
& Frohlich, collaborated with Dia- 
mond and Poletti. 

Up to the Board 

It’s expected that the 
eonsent decree’s provisos will be in 
ghape for presentation to the ASCAP 
board by the end of this week or 
the forepart of next week. 

Tin Pan Alley (which is strictly 
non-lawyer) opinion that a con. nt 
4s ‘a confession of guilt’ is brushed 
off by ASCAP legalites who state 
that it’s merely ‘a definition of what 
ig the legal method of doing business.’ 

The consent-decree reports veer 
from Washington to New York to 
Wisconsin where the latest tactical 
move is supposed to take place, pre- 
@icated on ‘an information.’ 

Whether a consent would insure a 


proposed 


broadcasters ‘peace’ by Jan. 1 is 
doubtful, although admittedly it 
would remove many of the radio 


men’s arguments against ASCAP. It 
would then resolve itself down to 
whether the broadcasters’ real atti- 
tude is that they want to get along 
with the Society, or that they’re just 
gtalling to circumvent a_ financial 
situation. 

Wisconsin decree is 
specifically provide for a change in 


reported to 


the self-perpetuating board setup of | is sche oo — aa . samme pi — - ——— 7 
Both Sides Kling ‘Insincere’ Charge 
When Per Program Payoff Comes Up 


ASCAP; and (2) revise the ‘proba- 


tionary’ period for new ASCAP 
gsnembers. 
BMI Downcast? 
At Broadcast Music, Inc., the staf 
employes were reported downcas 
in contrast to Sidney M. Kaye's at- 


titude that ‘the consent more or less 
gives up everything we were after.’ 

One source within ASCAP inti- 
mated yesterday (Tuesday) that the 
O@rganization’s directors, after two 
days of meeting, had come around to 
the viewpoint that the decree as sug- 
gested by the U. S. Department of 
Justice would go a long way toward 
strengthening ASCAP’s position in 


the fight with broadcasters 


other quarters in ASCAP are hold- 
ing that no sort of consent decree 
can be beneficial to ASCAP since by 


its very -ceptance ASCAP would 
admit, what it has always denied, 
that it has been operating in viola- 
tion of the anti-trust law. 

ASCAP directors have been ‘dd- 


vised’ that by yielding to the reforms 
asked by the Department of Justice 
they would be in a stronger trading 
position in dealing with the broad- 
easters. It has also been hinted that 
ig ASCAP goes through with the 

roposed legal bath it would be free 

t serve as a major factor in the 
event the same department of the 
Government sought to start any ac- 
tions involving the networks and 
Broadcast Music, Inc. Assurance has 
also been given these directors that 
ASCAP’s internal integrity would 
mot be imperiled by a decree, even 
though certain reforms in its con- 
Gtitutional and by-law = structure 
were made. 

ASCAP officials have now fully 
reconciled themselves to entering 
1941 without having closed a li- 
@ensing agreement with the net- 
works. They feel convinced that so 


ee 


much emotion has crept into the 
broadcasters’ views on the issues 
that a cooling-off period will have to 
prevail before both sides can sit 
down and settle the controversy. 
Some important broadcasters them- 
selves, off the record, are inclined to 
the same estimate. 


Demand ASCAP Changes 
Washington, Dec. 17. 
The clouds of propaganda and self- 
interest obscure the facts with re- 
gard to the reported consent decree 
between ASCAP and the Department 
of Justice. It seems fair to state 
that there are almost no facts. Just 


} rumors, 


Desire to avoid a trial with ASCAP 
is acknowledged by the Department 
of Justice. Its attorneys are de- 
scribed as insisting that sweeping, 
basic changes in ASCAP’s medus 
operandi will be the ‘consent decree’ 
price of any end to the recently 
renewed attempt to outlaw what the 
Federal officials feel are illegal prac- 
tices. The conditions now being dis- 
cussed are tough, although it is not 
believed the Government will go as 
far as the broadcasters and hotel 
proprietors would like. 

Abandonment of the blanket li- 
censing system is said to be getting 
serious consideration. The suggested 
agreement reportedly will involve a 


wholesale revision of the free meth- | 


ods, with per-piece charges and 
clearance at the source promised, 
along with a promise there will be 


no discrimination between different 
classes of licenses. Whether the 
Justice Department will insist on 


making ASCAP change its internal 
organization was not certain, with 
conflicting rumors being bandied 
arpund but most observers dubious 
tat the Federal men care much 
about the way the revenues are split. 


Offers Arbitration 
The American Arbitration Assn. 


late yesterday afternoon (Tues.) of- | 


fered its services and facilities to 
ASCAP and BMI through inclusion 
in any agreement that may result 
in the form of a consent decree or 


other means of reaching accord on | 


a code regulating trade practices. 

Telegrams were sent to 
Buck, president of ASCAP and to 
Neville Miller, president of BMI, by 
Lucius R. Eastman in behalf of the 
AAA. He is the association’s chair- 
man of the board, 


One aspect about the controversy 
between the broadcasting industry 
and the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors § and 
which seems to 


have made a deep 
impression on the curiosity of -ad- 


Publishers 


vertising agency execs is the talk 
about a licensing agreement based 
Strictly on a per program, or 
measured service, plan. What the 
agency men want to kn 

whether a plan of this sort has ever 
been devised and advanced by either 
ASCAP or the broadcasters. 

The argument for a per program 
method for collecting on performing 
rights was first advanced by the 
broadcasters in 1935 by James Bald- 
win, then managing director of the 


National Association of Broadcasters. 
A new contract was up for negotia- 
tion at the time and while Baldwin 
had the smaller indie broadcasters 
strongly in favor of some such plan 
it got little or no encouragement 
from the networks. In the interven- 
ing year a _ substantial percentage 
of indie broadcasters continued to 
argue for such a device, but no one 
officially became articulate about it 
until earlier this year when Neville 
Miller, the NAB’s president, began 
; to allude to the topic in his pre- 
|liminary exploration meetings with 
| ASCAP spokesmen. 
| Perhaps the most pertinent rea- 
ison why the two camps have never 
got anywhere on this subject is that 
one took the position that the other 
by subdivision just how this was to 


Gene | 


ASCAP Situation Clearer 





Martin Block is signed to resume 


turning out transcribed versions of , 
York, Make-Be- | 


his WNEW, New 
| lieve-Ballroom record show for Na- 
| tional Biscuit Co. Bread. 
‘air on an unnumbered group of sta- 
i tions beginning Feb. 1. 
they were aired on 21 outlets. 

Block won't begin recording until 
| Jan. 1. By then a better picture of 
what recorded songs his sptels can 
call for will be obtainable. 
ured the current radio-ASCAP im- 
passe will be clearer by then. 
| §hows are put together by record- 
ing Block's commercials and accom- 
panying the transcriptions with a 


list of the popular records he names | 


as about to be played. Discs are then 
turntabled manually. 





LORD & THOMAS 


$29,000,000 
GROSS 


Lord & Thomas agency yesterday 
(Tuesday) disclosed to the trade that 
its volume of business in 1940 was 
between $29,000,000 and $30,000,000. 
Information was tied in with a state- 
ment that the agency will pay all 
employees earning less than $5,000 a 
year a Christmas bonus of half a 
month’s salary. 

Agency also figures that barring an 
emergency it should do at least as 
much in billings during 1941. 





George Fisher’s Marrow 


Marrow Oil returns to radio Jan. | 
6 with a daytime series on Mutual. | 


It will use George Fisher, the Don 
Lee Network’s film chatterer, on a 


schedule of three times a week 
| (12:30-45 p.m., EST), 
Hookup will consist of 42. sta- 


tions, 


WSPD, Toledo, O., is planning to 
move from its present quarters in 
the Commodore Perry Hotel to a 
building owned by the Fort Indus- 
wy Co, 
| 


party should do thé devising. The 
NAB has never, according to 
ASCAP, submitted a plan of this 
type, but when there have been 
across-table discussions, ASCAP 
laims, no two broadcasters seemed 
to ive the same ideas as to what 
the formula should be. 

ASCAP’s ‘Ifs’ 

ASCAP states that it would have 
no objection to a per program plan 
if one an be evolved that would 

(1) 3e practical; 

(2) Assure ASCAP a fair break: 

(3) Guarantee hone accounting: 

(4) Provide opportunity to really 
audit broadcasters’ books. 

ASCAP has argued that it would 
prefer to have radio submit the 
plan, because if ASCAP works it out 
the plan would be open to much 
criticism from the broadcasters as 
‘just another ASCAP contract.’ The 
broadcasters have held that since 


ASCAP is the seller it is incumbent 
upon that organization to do its own 
fashioning of a per program plan. 
To this ASCAP has retorted that it 
has already submitted the type of 
contract it prefers and figures most 
practical, for all concerned and that 
if the broadcasters have a counter 
formula it is up to them to come 
'forward with it. 

ASCAP has also expressed itself 
as dubious about the sincerity of the 
per program advocates, according to 
ASCAP. Whenever they have been 
asked to sit down and state para- 
gTaph by paragraph and subdivision 





ASCAP beaten’ by the networks. 





Platters , 


Last year | 


It's fig- | ASCAP’s assistance, the League would undoubtedly start off by trying to 
Tentative plans have already been discussed for 


prominent writers to use their professional skill and their names to educate 





Although it has not been asked to help and has no immediate ideas 
subject, the Authors League of America ‘will never stand by 


———— 


Authors League Is Pro-ASCAP 3 


+++ 


on 
and se@ 


Besides the fact that most of the top 
songwriters are members of the League, the author organization is 
concerned with the fundamental issues at stake in the ASCAP-BMI battle, 
League members are watching the situation warily. 

The question has not been officially considered by the League council 
but it has been discussed at length by the leading authors and songwriters. 
According to those authors who are most familiar with the subject, the 
real crux of the ASCAP-radio struggle is the control of copyright of crea. 
tive material. And as that is and always has been the most vital concern 


vitally 


of the League, its members are determined not to allow any major changes 


the interests of copyright holders. 


co-operatively. 


in legal precedent or trade practice in that regard without objection. 

ASCAP and the League seek from different points of view to protect 
Two organizations have to a consider. 
able extent an interlocking membership and they have usually worked 
They differ in that the Authors (and the Dramatists 
Guild) exclude producers, whereas ASCAP includes publishers, 


Authors League members figured that one of ASCAP’s weaknesses hag 


always been its public relations. 


Until recently the Society made little 


| effort to gain public understanding or goodwill, so it made many enemies 


and frequently got a bad press. 


rectify this situation. 


I 


the public about the issues of the dispute and to publicize ASCAP’s cause, 
League leaders are fearful that a knockout victory by the networks 


f and when they were to come to 


might seriously jeopardize the rights of all authors in ownership and con- 


trol of copyright. 


mit the producer to held it. 


nical stumbling block, it is believed 


to go out on a limb for either side. 





numerous dramatic programs. 


advantage, would take a hand. 


J J. Shubert Holds Back | 
Stoltz Tunes Pending 
Music Fight Settlement 


Until the ASCAP situation adjusts 
itself, J. J. Shubert is withholding 








the publication rights to Robert 
Stoltz’s ‘Night of Love’ operetta 


which Rowland Leigh adapted. It 
was originally ‘Tonight’s the Night,’ 
Kungarian play, now musicalized. 

Shubert doesn’t want to be 
'mied by radio exploitation, hence the 
decision for publication will come 
after Jan. 1, 


Fort Worth. KGKO program 
dept. hired Ernest Tubb, billed as the 
Smiling Texas Troubadour 
heard at 7:15 a.m. daily. 


and 


operate the discussion would be di- 
verted to other alleys of disagree- 


ment. ASCAP thinks that the 
blanket licensing agreement which it 
has again made available to broad- 
casters is the simplest and most 
direct for both in auditing, adminis- 
tration, etc. It further pointed out 
yy Tt t rganization that were a 
per program ba adopted thins 

would become hig! ly comp! cated 
since there would have to be special 


ala . ~ 
scales of prices for various types of 
mitiisiec 


Never Sincere? 


The broadcasters contend that 
ASCAP has never been sincere about 
entering nto any serious liscus- 


sions about a program plan and that 


if ASCAP were willing to apply it- 


self to working out an equitable, 
practical system along that line it 
could’ do. he selling of  per- | 


forming rights is ASCAP’s business 
and not the broadcasters and ASCAP 
could easily borrow and adapt 
similar systems used in other coun- 
tries. As for the broadcasters hav- 
ing been giveri a chance to sub- 
mit’ their preference for the new 
contract, the NAB recalls that at- 
tempts of its president, Neville Mil- 
ler, to get together with Gene Buck, 
|ASCAP prez, last spring proved 
fruitless and that the contract now 
available tg broadcasters was some- 
| thing that was drawn up exclusively 
‘by and within ASCAP and offered 
to broadcasters with a ‘take-it-or- 
| leave-it’ attitude. 


WOR MOVING 





Ever since its formation, the League has worked to 
improve copyright conditions for writers. 
right to hold copyright to his plays in his own name, rather than to per- 
Great progress in this regard has also been 
made in the book and magazine publishing and in the film and radio fields, 

In any knockout of ASCAP League members say they would immedi- 
ately have to move in and form an alliance with ASCAP. The 10-year 
contract ASCAP has with all its writer-members would be merely a tech- 


It has established the author's 


AFRA Is Neutral 
The American Federation of Radio Artists, which also has an interest in 
the ASCAP-BM1 situation, has apparently decided not to make any move 
for the present. Several of the union's leaders have discussed the matter, 
it is known, but have declined to reveal their attitude. 
derstood that the performers figure they are not vitally enough concerned 


However, it is une 


It is expected that a number of singers will lose employment as musical 
shows go off the air, but that actors may gain added work on the more 
Undoubtedly the union will keep in close 
touch with the situation and, if the prospect of turning matters to its own 


es 


ON THE MAP 


WOR is slated to become a strictly 
New York station instead of contine 
uing to have its call letters identified 
with Newark, N. J. Tipoff on the 


| move is seen by the trade in the sta- 


sty- | 


tion’s new between programs’ slogan, 


| ‘This is WOR, Mutual’s key station 


for New York and New Jersey,’ 


Ted Streibert, WOR'’'s v.p.-general 


manager, when asked _ yesterday 
(Tuesday) whether the new com- 
munity identification was settled, 
said that he had no comment to 
make, 


KIRO Program Director 
Says Public Domain In 
Swing Form Saves Coin 


Seattle, Dec. 17. 
3iggest local switchover to BMI 
from ASCAP is the musical show on 
KIRO from stage of the Paramount 
theatre, in Hamrick-Evergreen chain, 


Tommy Thomas, program director 
for KIRO, directs orchestra, back- 
grounding ‘talent quest.’ Since BMI 
set-up, Thomas states he has been 
able to cut arranging cost on his 
how to one-fifth of former e 

ture. He claims BMI 

finest in industry, that the J 
Sears series of sweet swing of Pub- 
lic Domain classics precludes neces- 
sity for special arrangement for hi 
tage show. His band consists of 
usual rhythm section, harp, five 
brass and five sax. 

Max Dolin orchestra on same sta- 
tion is still dishing out ASCAP 
music, but has been notified only 
non-ASCAP music must be used 


after Jan. Ist. 





WMEX, WHDA, BOSTON, 
SIGN WITH ASCAP 


Boston, Dec. 17. 
Two Boston ragio stations, WMEX 
‘and WHDH, have just signed ASCAP 
contracts, but will m 4 e no state- 
ment until Jan. 1. 


Saskatoon, Sask.—Ted Schrader, of 
the CFQC publicity department, has 
left for Montreal ane th British 
i Jnited Press. 
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ASCAP Propagandizes Balto Area 





Frederick Station Signs Up in Blare of Publicity— 
. Says It Will Invade Nearby Big City 


By HOWARD BURMAN 
| 
Frederick, Md., Dec. 17. | 


Marking its advent as a full time 
station on 500 watts and the subse- | 
quent agreements to sign up with | 
ASCAP, WFMD here put on a mu- 
sical festival that turned out to be 
one of the biggest shindigs in the 
annals of this town of 16,000 popu- 
lation in the heart of Maryland. 

Marshalled by A. P. Waxman, 
ASCAP press agent, and headed by 
John G. Paine, the Society’s gen’l 
mer., a large group of songwriters 
put on a two-hour public broadcast 
from the main dining room of the 
historic Francis Scott Key Hotel, 
with an array of state dignitaries on 
hand. Press of Baltimore and Wash- 
ington was liberally represented as 
well. 

John Paine, in his 
marks, stressed the 
Key angle in connection 
‘Star Spangled Banner,’ pointing to 
the importance of a nation’s music 
to its morale and mentioning in con- 
nection ‘There Will Always Be An 
England’ as_ another 
example of his premise. 

Staged by R. H. Burnside, with 
Isham Jones handling a local musi- 
cal combo and fluently and adroitly 
emceed by Dr. Sigmund Spaeth, the 
doings got under way with orches- 
tral renditions of the national an- 
them, ‘Maryland, My Maryland, 
‘Stars and Stripes’ and a pot pourri 
of Victor Herbert melodies. 

Signature Ceremonies 
The ceremonial of signing the new 


opening re- 
Francis Scott 


outstanding 


contract was spliced in with Bob 
Longstreet and A. V. Titmore, sta- 
tion directors, penning the docu- 


“ 
men 


! along with J. G. Paine. In 
his remarks following the formali- 
ties, Titmore stated that he had care- 
fully watched and studied the pres- 
ent ASCAP-NAB battle and felt that 
in obligation to his license from the 
Federal government which called 
upon him to serve the listening pub- 


lic, he could not deprive his sta- 
tion’s listeners of the music such as 
was being dished out on the pro- 


gram at hand He said, ‘A modern 


with the | 


radio station must not take away, 
but give as much as possible’ and 
mentioned the possibility of not be- 
ing able to perform such numbers 


+ 


as ‘The Rosary,’ ‘The Rugged Cross,’ | 


‘Happy Birthday’ and several others. 

After a presentation of an elab- 
orate desk set to Paine, the program 
continued in rising climax with 


Dave Stamper playing ‘Sally Come | 


Back,’ Johnny Mercer singing ‘Jeep- 
ers Creepers,’ ‘You've Got Me This 
Way,’ and ‘Lazy Bones’; Sigmund 
Spaeth doing some tune detecting: 
Jean Schwartz, ‘Bedelia’ and ‘China- 
town’; Arthur Schwartz, ‘Dancing in 
the Dark’; Joe Howard, ‘I Wonder 
Who's Kissing Her Now,’ a riot; the 
orchestra in some Gershwin tunes; 
a brace of piano selections by Belle 
Fehnstock; Charley Tobias, ‘Trade 
Winds’; and as a strong clincher, 
Otto Harbach reciting the lyric of 
‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,’ and Os- 
car Hammerstein, II, doing likewise 
for ‘The Last Time I Saw Paris.’ A 
rousing close had everybody pitch- 
ing in with ‘God Bless America.’ 

Event served to bring to the fore- 
front many angles of the present 
war of music to the citizenry here- 
abouts. ASCAP’s A. P. Waxman ex- 
plained this to the hilt. 

Armed with the rights to ASCAP 
tunes, WFMD plans to enter the 
nearby metropolitan Baltimore area 
where all the stations are network 
nd tied to BMI. Has already ne- 
gotiated with several niteries for re- 
mote pickups after dark. Until cur- 
station signed off at sun- 





+ 


‘ent setup, 
wn, 
Another new entry into Baltimore 

field. WITH, set to go on 250 watts 

by Tom Tinsley within the month, 
hasn't yet determined its course as 
to music. 


MA PERKINS’ PIES 
Albany, Dec. 17. 
‘Ma Perkins,’ one of the daytime 
serials for housewives, (Procter & 
Gamble) is now part of the name of 
lo baking concern. 
arter has been ‘issued in Al- 
bany to Ma Perkins Pies, Inc. 
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The HOW and WHY of BMI 


Flashes From the Front 
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ack upon Radio as an advert! 





the astounding etrides mide in increasing 
ted in a flood of applications for BMI 


ere are giving an inepiring demonstretior 


o their loyalty to the industry ard the principles for which it stants 
in this fight against the music monopoly. Maybe ASCAP'S attack 
backfired -- who knows? 

TODAY'S st before filing this ‘grem' advises fram New York are to the 

COUNT 433 effect that a al of 530 broadcasters are pleiged eigned 
BMI and e als ications ere arriving in every mil, Thet's 
progress ij J 

WHO SAID ASCAP'a oft repeated complaint that radio kills sheet musto sales 
ta refuted by the BMI experience. Popularized almost exclusively 

3 by Radio the sheet music sales of BMI tunes topped 26,000 last veer 

SALES ? and over 4,000 Orchestrationea were solé, There is Radio's ansver 
to another ASCAP canard. 

TS ASCAP According to RADIO DAILY there is a plan afoot to divide ASCAP 

ON THE RUN 7? into three camps in crder to escape the monopoly charge. Rumor 
has it thet Mills, Buck and Paine, respectively will head the 
three camps, That's intereeting - if true)! 

TAVERNS , More than 100,000 taverns, hotels and night clube have mide an- 

HOTELS AND nouncement of their intention to play BMI music. As a result 


NIGHT CLUBS 
WITH BMI } ! orchestrations. 
MARKS TUNES 
TO BE 

RELEAS $33 


will be made evailabdl 


orchestra leaders are 
That's more progrees!!} 


flood in 


fl ing BMI with requests for music and 


Shortly 6,000 songs from the recently acquired Marks catalogue 


to BMI subecribers. In eddition severs 


thousand recoris of music from this splendid catalogue will be = 


the disposal cf BMI member Stations. 


RACH DAY BRINGS EVIDENCE OF GROWING STRENCTE - VICTORY IN THIS 


FIGHT TO SECURE FREED 


OM FROM THE MUSIC MONOPOLY LS IN SIGHT. 


re 


LINES MUST BE MAINTAINED AND MADE STRONGER. IF YOU ARE IW BMI-- 
0.x. IF YOU ARE NOT IN - NW IS THE TIME TO GET ABOARD. 


Read — Think — Act New! 


favoritism 


TANT oll oT 
IN FULL GALL 


ASCAP and BMI Each Ap- 
peal to Public Opinion As 
the Fight Goes On Behind 
the Scenes—The Prize Is 
$75,000,000, or More, in 
Next 10 Years 











ACCENT ON TACTICS 


The music war between the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers and most of the 
Ameri: 


try is now but 13 days away from 


‘an radio broadcasting indus- 


the Jan. 1 deadline, after which 
radio is not licensed to play ASCAP 
music and ASCAP is not in a posi- 
tion to collect performance fees. 
The fight just now is one of tactics 
and strategy—but it is likely to pro- 
duce final results (see other stories 
this issue of VARIETY) perhaps not 
originally anticipated by either side. 
Meantime, as of this moment, the 
fight has two main fronts—(1) the 
partly unseen front of which Wash.- 
ngton is the pivot, and (2) the pub- 
licity front. 


Over the past months 
radio ry and the music per- 
formance society have d yvered 
certa sore points’ which are per- 
sistent]; jabbed with publicity 
nee 77 

ASCAP’s most sensitive point— 
that A sCAP itself ] a private club, 
t l full of inte if bicKer- 
ng, SUS] jistrust and cl ges of | 


BMI’s most sensitive point—that 
the radio networks which foster 


BMI are actual or potential monopo- | 


lies spreading out to dominate not 
yniy broadcasting, but phonograph 
liscs, music publishing, talent book- | 

thing east of 


ing, concerts and everythin 


the 
T of the pub t f t are 
4 t 
the ) pl Mu O of 1 € € 
cel I ed to tl trad 1 the 
orld at 1 e. One is ; N-A-B 
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apathy 
Eventual Deal Expected 

With only 13 days to go the state 
of mind of the broadcasters is still 
arent confidence that they 
are on the right track and that com- 
promise would be Sut 
deal with 


sim? 
l i 


one of ap 


weakne 
ASCAP 
1941 is well ad- 


some ey 


perhay 


vanced till eems generaliy§ e) 
pected Efforts to get behind the 
present poker-faced attitude to 
eventual expectations suggest that 
the average radio man now follow 
about this line of reasonin: 

(1) The previous state of radio be 
ing at the absolute mercy of ASCAP 
ie int able and must be ended 

(9 T . 





MUSIC WAR’S PRESS FRONT 





Webs Give Sponsors ASCAP Assurance 


Advertisers Told That Broadcasters Will Carry the 
Fight’s Risks 





> ey 


Dailies Play It Up 


An idea of the wide public in- 
terest in the ASCAP-broadcast- 
ers fight is gathered by spokes- 
men for both factions who were 
rather amazed at the news serv- 
1 New York papers want- 
so much on ,the subject. 

ASCAPites, BMIites and 

ae 


thers wanted to know why, the 


reporters stated, ‘We've been in- 
structed by our city editors to 
get S Mu as ISS e on this 


ight and to make it a running 


story, every day if possible.’ 





fore the psychologically 
moment is bad business. 


right 


(3) The right moment is not yet 
clear. 

(4) BMI must be a permanent in- 
stitution, 

(5) ASCAP music is useful and 
desirable at the right terms and in 
good time—both terms and time be- 
ing carefully not given, if known. 

Rough-and-Tumble Battle 

And so -there is every prospect of 
the showdown coming. Because the 
broadcasters, in general, seem to 
want it to come. And the publicity 
front will get progressively hotter 
Especially if the songwriters carry 
thei pect 


-and-tumble, ideas of picketing 


stations and networks, with piano- 
playing pickets installed in trucks. 
ind other tactics of this same general 
kind. (See story in adjoining column 


of ASCAP'’s participation in Frede- 


stylar ¢ » * 
acular, not to say 


| Several advertising agencies have 
| advised their have 
been assured by NBC and Columbia 
that the latter are prepared to fur- 


clients that they 


tion warranties in connection with 
all musical numbers certified as clear 
of ASCAP claim after Dec. 31. In 
yould assume 
the cost of defending, as well as pay- 

‘ q | ; 


aar l- 
LWOrKS 


this way the ne 


the damages awarded 





il iV 
fringement suit stemn gy from such 
etwork copvright clearances 


What caused some of the agencies 
to get jittery was the report in the 
trade that Ed Harvey, of Hearst Ra- 
dio, Inc., had in checking the certi- 
fied list issued by Broadcast Music, 
Inc., found 60 numbers that belonged 
to ASCAP. The Hearst stations were 
later informed that BMI was in 
agreement with 30 of these and that 
corrections would be forthwith sent 


out to BMI subscribers. 








rick, Maryland, propaganda 
monies as a concrete example.) 


cere- 


In providing a free course in copy- 
right and performance fees for the 
publie, the inevitability of attracting 
Government, and perhaps Congres- 
sional attention, 


both sides 


is not overlooked by 
Nor is the possible beare- 


ng of the ASCAP fight upon other 
radio-hostile movements unsuspected, 
This is a struggle for big money— 


not $7,000,000 or $8,000,000 this year, 
‘ In other words, the 
’ to p iblie 
opinion in an issue involving perhaps 
$75,000,000 in the decade to come. 


appeal 


- 
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HAS ANYBODY 
HERE SEEN 


Kelly 


cw were 


maUNCIY QuCOnT 


- wiweet & SOnd 

















SONGS OF ERIN BOYCOTTED BY C.B.S.,N.B.C., M.B. S. 


New York --- These songs and their writers are on the blacklist of 


BS, NBC and MBS, 


boycotted beginning New Year's Day. 


They ané hundreds of ot 


her popular Lrish songs will be 


The Broadcasting Barons who control the air, have jointly organized 


their own msic publishing company, Broadcast Musie Inc. (Ht), which will 


have s monopoly of misic on the air, beginni: 


Under the HMI system Irish 


Jamary lst. 
music will be replaced by Nazi and 


Fascist songs through recent deals "not disapproved" by the Hitler and Mussolini 


propaganda ministries, which regard misic as their most subtle weapon. 


The firms involved include 


Verlag, Breitkopf & Haertel, Schott’ 


Tne American Society of Composers, Authors ani Publishere 


Philnarmonischer Verlag, Scuubert haus 
Soehne ané G, Ricordi. 


ASCAP), 


whose writers are being blacklisted, was organized 25 years ago by Victor 


lerbert, Join Philip Sousa, Gene Buck 


and other outstanding composers aod 


authors to protect songwriters from exploitation by big business. Its 


membership includes many of America's 


most famous creators of msis, 
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BMI HAS 541 © 
SUBSCRIBER 
STATIONS 


Broadcast Music, Inc., now states it 
has 541 subscribers. Of this number 
86 are pledges who are not yet on 
the line with their cash but expected 
lin the next fortnight to take full 
‘status as subscribers. Since the pub- 
lication in early December of BMI's 
/own Official list the following sta- 
| tions have signed up for BMI serv- 
| ice: 

KRMC, Jamestown, N. Dak. 


26 RADIO VARIETY 


JOE REICHMAN’S MUTUAL DANCE PERIOD 
POINTS UP SHOWMANSHIP VALUE TO BM 


Flashy Piano Holds Program Together — BMI’s ‘BROADCASTER CALLS 
‘There I Go’ in Two Forms Within 10 Minutes— ASC AP SLUR OFFSIDE 


Other Aspects of Improvisation to Meet Crisis 
+ Louisville, Dec. 11. 


| Editor, VARIETY: 
In the flood of propaganda which 
comes in with the mail man every- 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. ‘day from ASCAP, it seems to me | . . 
BMI music has placed num- | that some recent releases by ASCAP Neville Miller Tells 
bers in two more pictures. ‘have reached a new low in false in- 
Three go into Horace Heidt’s | sinuations. 









‘Glad’ 


Spokesman for E. B. Marks 
expressed himself as ‘glad’ he 
made the BMI deal, adding that 
the reports of an ASCAP ‘con- 
sent decree’ will mean the end 
of any further music publishing 
acquisitions by BMI. 

He also observes that it can 
very well mean a Jan. 1 ‘peace’ 
in the ASCAP-broadcasters’ mu- 
sic battle, since the Dept. of Jus- 
tice would expedite so-called 
‘more equitable terms.’ 

ASCAP board met all day Fri- 
day (13) and Monday (16) on the 
‘consent.’ 
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BMI Screen Deals 


By ABEL GREEN 
Perhaps the best half-hour dance 
| program with 100% BMI music, or 
more strictly non-ASCAP tunes and 
arrangements, was unfolded Sunday 

















ye ated 


ae yar 


night from 10:30-11 p.m. via Mutual 
by Joe Reichman from the Essex 





‘Pot o’ Gold.’ 
One in Monogram’s ‘Her First 
Romance.’ 














Reichman scintillated with a dance 











In particular, the broadcasters, I 


| believe, resent the insinuation con- 


tained in the latest ASCAP blurb 











and ‘Non-ASCAP Rates’ 


Worcester ‘We've Already 
Won Fight with ASCAP’ 














cording Machines 


WBML, Macon, Ga. 
KRLD, Dallas, Tex. 
WIND, Gary, Ind. 

















m4 . Y. It proved that skillful 
ES souss, ° t radio show- | /that all the Irish songs are being WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 
& arrangement and expert radio s boycotted by radio in favor of Nazi ee oe WKNE, Keene, N. H. 
bi manship—considerably of the latter | . and Fascist songs. It seems to me rid , th WNLC, New London, Conn. 
| —could safeiy skirt the needs of, pie ers | that these ASCAP tactics are identi- gee ae rao - Z e WMFF, Plattsburg, N. Y. 
1 7 4 « icte i ational Association of Broadcasters, <MPC. Beverly Hills, Cal 
, but it also opens up cal with those of the dictators in a ssoc KMPC, Be } . Cal. 
A ASCAP music P ll Germany and Italy who have de- told the District 1 group of the or- | KORN, Fremont, Neb. 
aN other avenues of thought al exe creed the nationalism of music, and | ganization in convention _here last | WAYX, Waycross, Ga. 
zf trate that, at best, this is a makeshift ust lar | indeed even consigned to the bonfire | week that he was confident the | KWFC, Hot Springs, Ark. 
4 or emergency device. 'the compositions of respected Ger- preme had on — with the KORE, Eugene, Ore. 3 
ey : : i P . sers 9 se ican ociety Oo omposers, Toled ' 
a y the man and Italian composers who hap mer : WTOL, Toledo. 
4. Without, however, it Clie ame * pen to be a bit Jewish. Authors and Publishers. The con- WAGA. Atlanta. 
By merits of ASCAP's music advantages alnst | Radio has never been a snob as Vention went on record with a re- WORD, Spartanburg, S. Car. 
att or otherwise, Reichman, generously | respects the nationality of music or | quest to the Broadcast Music, Inc., WREN, Lawrence, Kans. 
a heralded over the ether by his bill- | composers, or will it ever be. Radio to guarantee all music which will be | WCoy, Montgomery, Ala. 
ing as ‘the Pagliacci of the piano,’ will continue to play, whether | played after Dec. 31 to prevent in- KCKN, Kansas City, Kans. 
made his Steinway dexterity stand h ee | ASCAP functions or not, the beauti- | fringement of copyrights. WBIM, Danville, Va. 
him in good stead where BMI mu- NBC apie viedo: . taining band | ful gems of German, Italian, English | Miller asserted record companies WFTM, Fort Myers, Fla. 
sic didn’t quite sustain the situa- | Might assign to wor py fter 80d French music which were/are using an increased number of | WAKR, Akron, Ohio. 
tion. pickups — pen ange ad -s0 npn created long before the ‘reign of ter- | BMI hits. Juke box makers are co- | KMTR, Los Angeles. 
True, it called for reprises of his | the Jan. hae Tey es ‘chon wae | ror’ began. .| operating with us closely, as well as KLPM, Minot, N. Dak. 
‘Variations in G,’  self-composed ment wi oo 12) | There are plenty of good old favor- | transcription firms. Advertisers and | KFBC, Cheyenne, Wyo. 
ai thematic, and a double-order of |°@led into meeting Thuresay , | ites of American, Irish, English, Ger- | band leaders are with us. And so is| WDOD, Chattanooga. 
et ‘There I Go,’ perhaps BMI’s No. 1 and told that a sharp eye would »€ | man, Italian, and other nationalities | labor—for it is realized that the plan | WNBZ, Saranac Lake, N. Y. 
Pi song since its inception. ‘Go’ was required to detect infringements ON | which will take the place of the high- 'has put musicians back to work. | WCBT, Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 
Fy ' ‘ange. | ASCAP music on band programs and | priced ASCAP selections Jan. 1. The | pay] , artford. | WSLS, Roanoke, Va. 
ie; first rendered in concert arrange ld i : ; aul Morency of WTIC, Hartford, ‘ 
e shemt which. fa the midst of a dance |that they would be held in some reat difference now is the new sup- regional director, presided at the all- | KEUB, Price, Utah. 
hed, program was unorthodox and must | ™easure _Tesponsible in avoiding | ply of music that broadcasters will | gay session and also was optimistic. KTRI, Sioux City, Ia. 
E24 é a 4 Peewer complications with ASCAP. put out will be from the hearts and| 17, : KGGM, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
= have slowed the dancers to a stand- Discussions were led by Cy Lang- - : “ 
Pe still. This was admitted later in the It was explained that if enough history and folklore of all nations lois of Langworth ae am rte KVSF, Santa Fe, N. Mex. 
* half-hour program by the announcer | Violations managed to creep into re- and will not represent simply the nentest eat fwd nar aagP es _ KVGB, Great Bend, Kans. 
our ‘ : a at te : , |Scription making; Roy L. Harlow of ane? rhasans é 
who stated that the dancers stood |mote programs the resultant infringe- | commercialization of a sentiment by ashen Wenham meh. am thation anaes WKEU, Griffin, Ga. 
around ‘entranced’ by Reichman’s | ment suits might be heavy enough to somebody from Tin Pan Alley. | tors: oman © McCray ce WIC: WEED, Rocky Mount, N. C. 
concert version, but now he will | embarrass the network. At $250 per yd ‘war of ee Santtend om copyrights: end Cart KINY, Juneau, Alaska, 
1 rhyth ange t, which | outlet, the legal forfeit to ASCAP for | anda that is now in full swing, we | py,” . = otats WAIR, Winston-Salem, N. C. 
piay a yon ey = Ware [ee : petaikte rork | Should certainly guard against such | Haverlin of New York, BMI station- WMFJ, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
he did. misuse of its copyrights, the networ cemett thebemeein thet Sani one relations manager, on station rela- | WGBL Ser: P 
- : t43 surd sg ts a Né Sex ° . | *BI, Scranton, a. 
Bhembes pester wed pny ane one sage = Fascist music will replace American | tlons, | WBAX, Wilk oie tre, P 
, | capitulating in its battle with ASCAP SCIS s pie ‘ . e h y foe 3AX, ilkes-Barre, Pa. 
Rhumbas also came in double- ae ths > weight of the fines rolled | Selections. mong others attending were:| KLCN. Blytheville, Ark. 
‘ a ‘ | by the very weight o e fine : 
features. ‘Perfidia’ (actually South- | S alata thend senate S. A. Cisler, | Sherwin Greenlaw and Earl Clement,| WMBO, Auburn, N. Y. 
Music’s contribution to the BMI | pe, oe ees ea eng eae len General Manag WLNH, Laconia, N. H.: John Mc. | "Madison. Wis 4 
oe SaeeS GOeeEs - find outlet over a considerable num- CneTe: FaNaSer, : as ae on | ee OR, Wie. , 
galaxy) was a demonstration of the | , pa Station WGRC. Namara, WBZ-WBZA, Boston and WLBZ, Bangor, Me ) 
low : pa | ber of transmitters in the NBC chain. | Springfield: Del Castil; a let as tial Mapeat 
slower-type rhumba; thence came a A ; aesnant ———— — | Spring ; Del Castilio, WEEI, Bos- WEMP, Milwaukee. 
faster-tempoed Cuban _ concoction | RUNES Here SONS GORRNETIEN, | jton; James T. Milne, Charles H WKIP. Poughkeepsie, N. Y 
(Incidentally, BMI will more peaong | however. Any band guilty of having | ASCAP OFF | Wright and James Morgan WEI I. WLEU a ' eepsie, I é, 
ally, é : - ; . ce : an, shal, | sEU, Erie, Pa. 
hold its own in the Latin-American fact wth peaedl ee ni win New Haven; Paul Pelletier and A. W WKAT, Miami Beach, Fla. 
cycle of dansapation, with or with- |) obo ped Sane NBC time for the | Marlin, WMAS, Springfleld; R. W.| KSCJ, Sioux City, Ia. 
out what the new E. B. Marks cata- | °° ay he a Davis and Ralph Kanna, WNBC,| WCHV. Charlottesville, Va 
log will contribute, for the broad- | duration of the fight with the ve | Hartford; Edwin J. and Gerald J.| wtrmc. oO vale Fla oe | 
casters’ music affiliate has a wealth | W7ters. When bandleaders | 4 Morey, WNLC, New London; Albert | WIRD, Tuse “a a. A] | 
f stuff ¢ Ralph Peer’s Mexican | Prised of that rule the spielers figure | W. Smith. WCHS. Portland: Walter J. > gt Mile bor tepals Ahalamtas 
ee Ae ee Kh Aj | violations will be few and far be-| aa te ea ween WILL, Urbana, Iil. 
and other Cuban and South Ameri- |,“ = Haase and Sterling V. Couch, WDRC, KGKY, Scottsbluff, Nebr. 
can sources). tween. | Hartford; Miss Mildred P. Stanton WSVA, Harrisonburg, Va. 
Reichman’s skill in Pee ' Following the action last week of and William H. Brennan. WORC. KOME, Tulsa, Okla. 
ship manifested frequently that he | Nary a BMI Squawk—WCCO NEC in setting Dec. 23 as the date | Worcester; Edward E. Hill, George es REA 
apparently gave this half-hour plenty | Minneapolis, Dec. 17. for all shows we be oe Saye a William T. Cavanagh, and 
of thoughtful preparation. For ex-| BMI music is getting a'tryout here. | 100%, Columbia on Tuesday © (17) }1 8s Katherine’ N.” Norston, WTAG, Fi id A . Chi F 
ample, his ‘Dark Eyes’ (‘O Chi/|For the past six weeks, more than , Under the signature of its executive Worcester; Jack Henry, WBRY, orl la Meeting icks or 
Chorni’) opener could or could not | 1,400 ‘Night Owl’ listeners have been | V-P. Edward Klauber wrote all ad- Waterbury and New Haven: L. H. . ° d | 
be an ASCAP arrangement so far as | hearing nothing but the BMI num-_ Vertisers that it ‘requested’ that Martineau and C. Glover de Laney, | BMI. Miller Heckie 
the public was concerned. And| bers «ver WCCO’s midnight ‘Night ASCAP music cease as of Dec. 26.| WIHT, Hartford; James L. Spates | 
many a layman must have thought | Owl Club’ broadcasts. ‘We believe we need a few days ex- | and Warren M. Greenwood, WHAI, | By ASCAP Attorney | 
4 he was hearing a fancy version of| Columbia station claims there has Perience to handle this problem’ | Greenfield; Creighton E. Bateleel and | . 
¢ ‘I'm Always Chasing Rainbows’ ex-| been nary a squawk to date. Klauber wrote. Philip C. Daniels, WGAN, Portland; ees 
cept that it was the original | Sa _At another point in his letter William W. Harvey and A. Brackett, | Miami, Dee. 17. 
Chopin’s ‘Fantasie Impromptu in F’ Jimmy Campbell Sanguine parte stated that it’s ‘clearly indi- WSPR, Springfield; Robert Donohue | Immediate signing of BMI con- 
from which Harry Carroll first Seattle, Dec. 17. cated that the monopolistic control and Rage _ Bloomberg, WLUH, | tracts by majority of radio stations 
‘adapted’ his ‘Rainbows.’ (This, too, Jimmy Campbell, song publisher of the society will be broken.’ He | Lowell; H. William Koster, WPRO, | in Florida, Georgia and Alabama 
seems to be BMI’s scientific approach | #9d_ writer from England, here | 4’SO stated that the program and Providence; John J. Boyle, WJAR, | was agreed to at annual district 
to previously familiar music: eschew- | visiting friends says ASCAP and copyright divisions of CBS were Providence; ie Allen, WFCI, Paw- meeting of National Association of 
ing the Tin Pan Alley arrangements, | BMI will kiss and make up before freely available to advertisers to | tucket; Irving Vermilya and Albert Broadcasters, held here this week 
‘ : ~ P — 4 : he . rs AT iM ae AUCASUETS, : . 2 
by harking back to the classic orig- the first of next month. oo aga conform their programs to | M. Horne, WNBH, New Bedford. Meeting was marked by frequent 
inals, giving it their own ee | eee is an affiliated member | *}€ Siuation. | y ~ |verbal exchanges between Neville 
ment, and thus skirting any techni- | mV sil’. | ae i ’ Miller, president of NAB, and I. T. 
cal infringements). — CRANEY IS DIFFERENT | ASCAP S DETECTORS Cohen, Atlanta attorney, represent- 
No ‘Jeannie’ : oo TA : ing ASCAP, Miller insisting that 
. Re: Name-a-Tune Montana Station Has ‘ASCAP Rates’ _— Deal for 200 Miller Tape Re- | Cohen discuss the music association’s ‘ 








arrangement of the prime strain 
from Tschaikowsky’s ‘Nutcracker 
Suite’ that will be an affirmative 
argument for BMlites that perhaps 
this will open up a new avenue for 
mass appreciation of heretofore little 
known but very fetching classics. In 
between Reichman culled from cur- 
rent BMI pops, 
Word’ and ‘Calling All Hearts,’ 
merely announced as new 
which, along with ‘There I Go,’ were 
deftly interspersed with the rhythmic 
arrangements of classical excerpts. 
Gloria Martin did the vocals well. 

It did prove that a maestro didn’t 
have to swing ‘Jéannie’ into extinc- 
tion, murder Strauss waltzes or give 


‘I Give You My |} 


ops | eeugr “ | 
dhe }music is in the Name-a-Tune con- 





New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Regarding recent story in VARIETY 


headed ‘100% BMI Dance Band Pro- 
gram Set for WJZ’... the program 
will not be 100% BMI music. It will 
be set up just exactly the same as 
any other musical program after the 
| first of the year. The only respect 
in which we are committed to BMI 





test. 
; This contest is not an ‘audience 
| quiz gag.’ BMI supplies us each 
| week with an unnamed tune without 
lyrics. It is played on the air and 


| the audience is invited to name the 
| tune. 


Just that and nothing more. 


out with barbarous arrangements of | The winning tune receives a prize- 


Stephen Collings Foster and Balfe’s 
‘I Dreamt That I Dwelt in Marble 
Halls.’ Unlike a previously equally 


ingenious dance program paced by | 


Ben Bernie, it also didn’t require the 
glib gab of a Bernie to offset any 


winning check outright and a copy- 
right interest for the life of the tune, 
not as you state ‘for 56 years, the life 
of the copyright.’ 

Frank Linder. 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn. 


ASCAP shortcomings. But it also | a 





Butte, Montana, Dec. 17 

New rate card put out by KGIR, 
which becomes effective Jan. 1, pro- 
vides different rates for commercials 
using ASCAP or non-copyrighted 
music. The station has signatured a 
new agreement with ASCAP but will 
not subscribe to Broadcast Music, 
Inc. 

Charge for a half-hour program 
| using non-copyrighted music will be 
$52.10, whereas an advertiser using a 
like period with ASCAP music wilil 
be billed $60. 








Spokane Already 100% BMI 
Spokane, Dec. 17. 

| KHQ and KGA, Spokane, are us- 

ing only BMI music on all local com- 

imercial and sustaining programs, in- 

| cluding transcription programs. This 

lis be Monday, Dec. 16. The change 


is being made now, according to 
| Earl Shinowski, musical director, in 
| order to facilitate the use of new 


| Deal for the use of 200 Miller tape 
recording machines has been made 
| by the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. The 
devices will be used to take pro- 
grams off the air after Dec. 31 for 
the purpose of detecting 
ments of ASCAP works. 

Distribution of the mechanisms is 
slated to begin Dec. 26. 





Tunes Cut Twice By NBC 

Apparently to prevent ASCAP 
tunes from being heard on one of 
its sustaining shows, NBC twice cut 
the ‘Hank Lawsen’s Knights of the 
| Road’ program off the air Monday 
| morning (16). Each time the break 
| was filled by a studio piano inter- 
|lude. No explanation or announce- 
iment was made. First interruption 
was after the opening notes of a 
| polka, the second after a bar or two 
of ‘Joy to the World.’ 

‘Knights’ is a hillbilly stanza orig- 





infringe- | 


with the broadcasting iIn- 
| dustry as a whole, and not with Ine 
Other speakers 
included Freeman Lang, president of 
Lang-Worth transcription = service, 
and F. W. Borton, operator of WQAM 
in Miami. Frank King, president of 
Florida Association of Broadcasters, 
presided over the three-day session, 
while staff of WDBO, headed by gen- 
eral manager Harold Danforth, were 
hosts. 

Florida stations were unanimous 
in deciding not to renew contracts 
with ASCAP after Jan. 1. Only 
broadcasters in Alabama and Georgla 
not signing on line were absentees. 


Miss Lewis Writes One 


‘Charms on Your Bracelet,’ new 
BMI release, has words by Welcome 
Lewis and Kay Twomey, with a score 
by Ernest Gold. Miss Lewis also col- 
laborated with Milton Shaw on a new 
patriotic tune, ‘Falk In.’ 


| relations 


dividual stations. 








lays open the thought how long can| John Royal, NBC vice-president, | arrangements by KHQ-KGA staff |inating at WTIC, Hartford, and Miss Lewis has a program, ‘Sing- 
this sort of ersatz music satisfy the | is back in New York City from his _ musicians before the ASCAP situa- |heard over the red (WEAF) net- | ing Bee,’ Saturday mornings over 


U. S. pop music palate, | Mexican visit. 


tion arrives at deadline, 


| work, 


| CBS. 
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CBS’ Contract For Mexican Stations ; 


++? 


Mexico City, Dec. 17. 

The following is the text of the 
contract the Columbia Broadcasting 
System is offering to owners of Mexi- 
can radio stations. 

The Caption 

Agreement between Columbia 
Broadcasting System, Inc., 485 Madi- 
gon Ave., New York, N. Y. (herein 
called Columbia), licensed to operate 
radio station (herein called 
the station) at full time on 
a frequency of ———— kilocycles 
with a power of watts. 

The Introduction 

Columbia is engaged in operating 
a radio broadcasting network in the 
United States of America and is con- 
structing two international stations 
each to operate with a power of 
50,000 watts capable of transmitting 
programs to the Station for rebroad- 
cast by it. All programs so broad- 
cast by Columbia are herein called 
‘international programs.’ Interna- 
tional programs for the broadcast of 
which Columbia receives payment 
from its client-advertisers are here- 
in called ‘sponsored programs,’ and 
non-sponsored international 
grams are herein called ‘sustaining 
programs.’ 

The Operator and Columbia recog- 











nizes that the audience regularly lis- 
tening to the station will be in- 


creased, and international goodwill, 
understanding and cooperation will 
be promoted if Columbia interna- 
tional programs, including programs 
specially designed and produced for 
the residents of the republic south 
of the’ Rio Grande River, are made 
vailable for exclusive rebroadcast- 
ing by the Station in the city in 
which the Station is located. Such 
international programs will include 
news programs and programs from 
the scenes of national and interna- 
tional events, presentations of music, 
drama and other entertainment from 
the principal centers of talent in the 
United States, informative, educa- 
tional and cultural programs of gen- 
eral interest and other programs of 
public acceptance and value. 
The Terms* 

Accordingly, it is mutually agreed 
as follows: 

1. Columbia hereby authorizes the 
station to pick up and rebroadcast 
all sustaining international programs, 
without charge, and sponsored inter- 


national programs for which clients 
may request broadcasting by the Sta- 
tion. Columbia agrees that it will 


broadcast an average of at least 
hours per weck of sustaining and 
sponsored international programs 
2. Columbia will continue the Sta- 
tion as the exclusive Columbia outlet 
in the city which the 


ram 


in 


Station is 
located and will so publicize the 
Station, and will not authorize the 


rebroadcasting of exclusive Colum- 
bia programs by any other radio sta- 
tion in that city, except in case of 
public emergency. The Station will 
operate the exclusive Columbia 
outlet in such city and will so pub- 
licize itself, and will not broadcast 
or rebroadcast anv programs re- 
ceived from any other United States 
radio station or network. 


as 


3. The Operator will rebroadcast 
Over the Station sponsored interna- 
tional programs, the rebroadcast of 
which may be requested by Colum- 


vhich may be picked uy 





t station during the time en 
the Station is licen ed to operate 
Colum! may make such interna 
tional p n vailable to the Sta- 
tion by means of recordin 1 the 
Station will broadcast such record- 
ings either in lieu of or in addition 
to the regular rebroadcast as re- 
quested by Columbia. The Station 


will not rebroadcast any sponsored 
program unless so _ requested 
Columbia. The Operator may 
quire Columbia to give not less than 
ten days’ prior notice of the com- 
mencement of sponsored interna- 
tional programs for new accounts 


by 


POL 
c 


for which Columbia may request re- | 


broadcasting by the Station. 
4. Columbia will pay the Opera- 


tor for the rebroadcasting by the | 
tation of sponsored international | 
Programs, or for broadcasting re- 


cordings of such programs as pro- 
vided in paragraph number 3. 
Payment to the Operator will be 
made by Columbia in United States 
Currency by check drawn on a New 
_—- bank and will be made within 
“0 days following the termination of 
Columbia's four or five weeks fiscal 





pro- | 


4444444444464 


| period, as the case may be, during 
| which statements of the rebroadcast 
of sponsored international programs 
| over the Station shall have been re- 
ceived by Columbia from the Opera- 
tor. The Operator will mail to 
Columbia weekly statements of all 
| international programs rebroadcast 
by the Station and all recordings of 
such programs broadcast at the Sta- 
tion, on forms to be furnished by 
Columbia. Where feasible, the Op- 
erator will make and transmit ace- 
| tate recordings of sponsored inter- 
national programs rebroadcast by 
the Station. 

5. The Operator will maintain and 
'operate the facilities of the Station, 
including receiving equipment as ap- 
proved by Columbia for the pick- 
up of international programs, in ac- 
cordance with the best practice in 


the broadcasting art and conduct of | 


the industry and in accordance with 
good engineering practice, and will 
have such license or other agree- 
ments as shall be necessary to en- 
title the Station to rebroadcast copy- 
righted material included in inter- 
national programs. 

6. Columbia shall not be respon- 
sible for failures or defects in trans- 
mission due to causes beyond its 
control. The Operator shall not be 
responsible for failures or defects in 
reception due to causes beyond its 
control. In case of failure or de- 
fects in transmission or reception so 
that clients may not be charged for 
sponsored international broadcasts, 


Columbia will not be obligated to 
make payment to the Operator. 
Neither part shall be liable to the 


other for claims by third parties or 
for failure to operate facilities if 
such failure is due to failure of 
equipment or action or claims by 
clients, labor disputes or any cause 
or reason beyond the party’s control. 

7. The obligations of the parties 
under this agreement are subject to 
all applicable laws, rules and regu- 
lations, present and future, includ- 
ing rules and regulations of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission of 
the United States, and of the appro- 
priate regulatory body of the coun 
try in which the Station located. 

8. If either party fails to insist 
ywpon strict performance of any of 
the covenants or conditions of this 
t, such failure shall not be 


1S 


acreemer 


+ 


ued 


constr as an eiection or as a 
waiver y condonation of any 
breach, or as a waiver or relinquish- 
ment for the future of any such cov- 


enants conditions 


or 
9. Any notice hereunder shall be 


ont to the parties at their respec- 
tive addresses hereinbefore set forth 
10. This agreement shall be gov- 
erned by the laws of the State of 
New York applicable to contracts 
fully to be performed therein, and 


this agreement is not subject to oral 
modification 

11. The term of 
shall begin « 
than 
such 


this agreement 
yn such date, not earlier 
September 1, 1941, on which 
international stations shall be 
licensed to operate with a power of 


50,000 watts, and the regulations of 





the Federal ‘ations Com- 
nissior } yperation as 
contemplate yreement, and 
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Banauet for Othon Velez 


Mexico City, 
A testimonial banquet is 
ranged for Othon Velez, general man 
lager of local radio station XEW 
(100.000 watts) by leaders of radio 
in Mexico as a homage to him for 
winning the Variety 1940 air show- 
manship plaque. 
The banquet is to be given during 
Christmastide. 


Dec. 17 


pyeing ar- 


Charlatans’ Happy Days May 
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Tidewater Pays for So. American 
_ Stations to Pick Up Shortwave For 
 Re-Broadcast Also for Spotlights 
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Be Nearing End If Trend . * 
Brings Results— Many Recipes Across the Seas 


Promoters Vie for Choice | 


Schenectady, Dec. 17. 
| The quarter-hour news summary 


Ida Bailey Allen’s recipes for {Prepared by ‘News-Week’ for Tide- 


Channels, But Blue Sky American dishes, which she airs water Oil and short-waved over 
Laissez Faire Seems © WMCA, New York, will be WGEO (General Electric) is to be 
| translated into Spanish, recorded a substitute for a musical program 

Doomed | by WMCA and broadcast to the gasoline concern has sponsored 
| South America by short-wave for South American DX reception. 

os | station WRUL, Boston, starting a ye aa buys yeti nt eo 

he wee ‘ in South America to announce its 

BRINKLEY OUT? ieee mee the United Spanish-language programs and also 
a Women of the Americas, a wom- purchases time, on a string of South 








Poo ii P en’s group pledged to promote American long wave stations, to pick 
Mexico City, Dec. 17. closer relations. up the Schenectady shots. G. M. 
There are unmistakable evidences ___|Basford agency handles the short 
that responsible Mexicans, and that | _wave business. 
includes the new Federal govern- | » | Same outfit directs the ‘American 
ment, are inclined to put through in Kid Refu ees DX Industries’ seties which Republic 
the near future a general house- Steel Company sponsors for South 
cleaning of Mexican programs. In |American listening. This latter has 
other words, a ‘reform wave’ may | _already been extended from 13 to 26 
sweep away the  radio-operated | Xmas Cheer To weeks. H. R. Webel, of Basford’s 
quackeries, numerology nests and export division, is in charge of both 
various other questionable broadcast Tidewater Oil and Republic short 
practices. This will be part, and only ee wave accounts. 
one part, of the present fight to get | British Parents Other Accounts 
the choice 1-A channels (800, 1050 i lla eae: Mi ei 


and 1090) and to completely revise 
the status quo in the ‘border station’ 
situation. 

The bargaining for the highly de- 
sirable border Class 1-A_ stations 
(capable of operating up to 200,000 


public, 
|hawk Carpet 


American Express and Mo- 
Mills are sponsoring 
|Spanish and _  Portuguese-language 
programs via WGEO and WGEA, 
American Express started its travel- 
ogues on the U.S. long before FCC 





Regina, Sask., Dec. 17. 
Evacuee children here, numbering 
about 150, are to be brought to the 


watts under the North American re- |CKCK studios here to record atch okayed commercial short wave oper- 
allocation treaty) is already engag- Sonal Christmas messages to theit ation. Until this was green lighted 
re € al) . ‘ - < : m ( a ? nis yas 7 4 od ~ 
ing the attention of many persons, | Parents back in England. In many oa es patios ronocth cshone saaeioih 
including Carr Collins of San cases the youngsters’ Canadian fos- * “ i id og ' =e 

a r LLins € . war ; 10 alr crec . 

. 2r-par y in the waxed 

t se ; ely the ter-parents will join ; 

secon m ag geo AP will | greetings, describing how the kids Mohawk Mills books radio and 
é s Dr. John R. Brinkley w & ’ ' ; : : Sargeras hie , F 
so tough r me retaining control | are getting along in Canada and | concert singing names to solo with 
av th time aining : ~ ene er Sere . teat ected | 
of ae time. on his Del Hio juice | describing their surroundings. Plat- | its 99-man glee club directed by 
giant. Under the new setup Mexican | ters will run about two minutes per Reginald Harris. William Steven, 
c . , . 4 


will solo on the next Mo- 
This 


baritone, 
hawk Mills program, Dec 


costs. 


side. CKCK will pay the 


ownerships are expected, with time : 
poet Figured the records can’t possibly 


29. 


blocks sold through brokerage s mR —— , . ne 3 
methods for English language pro-|get to England in time for Christ- |S 4 monthly program. Po als with 

10aS I MNBUSI mRUdaK , . ’ Sa os sr lar . - fi . S - 
grams. But the limitations on the mas, but possibly by New Year's other large corporations for sponsor 
ml alls. 2 i SELLE UAL . . 


wl ; I re in the works 
‘ ; Stes 7 7 broadcast ortions of SHip a in ~ . 
kind of commercials that promoters CKCK will broa ~ 


can exploit over the Mexican air is them as a special Christmas show. 3 Emphasizing culture and good will, 
; t —__— the sponsors’ only plugs are in the 
a y land Gesture form of sign on and sign off identi- 
Mexicans seem st last to under- aia ye rasa fication—a policy followed by GE on 
stand that their toleration of certain Cleveland, Dec iT ts own short wave stuff far 16 years. 
types of outlawed advertising ove! English parents whose refugee Officiais semetimes speak, but they 
the notorious border stations has children are in Cleveland may hear |. ay no direct spieling for their 
hurt Mexico as such. It is bad tour-; their youngsters voices ( hristmas companies or products. 
ist propaganda It hurts national eve by transcriptions of a WGAR a ii —— 
pre tige and hence affects national program and rebroadcast via short- ‘ 
pride. wave over WCBX, Columbia short- 
Many names are mentioned in Wave _ station The kids were CBS T () 5 W A Dp 
connection with Val US neg ytiatior brought to the WGAR studios, wnere 


+ 


The possible sale by Senor Rodri- their messages to their parents were 
Ad vv i Ja cal WY —7 ‘ A : r 
‘ ; . rt} reco! led | 

guez of the 1090 wavelength (south ; . 
if Sa Diego) is mentioned An Cables have been sent to the par- 
0 oan les l I nti } ‘ AN 

“WN r ants orr y ther C the time 
Ernest Westfried 0° New York is ©&M!S, inf eens orn of bac 
also mentioned. It is practically im- | 0! the broadcast. Show was pro- 
< » I ius i Lf i A ( iha ie css ae 
possible to run down some of the duced by Ted Hanna, WGAR assist- 
ISO ‘ i vy , hil ya 


ant news editor. 


CHILE 








deals, the principals and terms being 
shrouded in secrecy. 
It does appear, in connection with by Mexico and which have been 
the proposed ‘advertising ethics’ that banned by the U. S. Mexican law ee 
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NETWORK DISCOUNT SYSTEM CREATES 
FANCY AGENCY DEALS FOR NEW ACCTS. 





Value of Good Radio Time, Plus Savings Through 


Contiguous Programs, 


Agencies Leverage to Go After Others’ Biz | 





Report is circulating around the | 


ad agency field that a couple of its 
clan are making effective use of their 
control of certain networks periods 
jn soliciting new accounts. The 
charge made is that these agencies 
predicate their sales approach on 
the circumstance that by 
available one of two daytime pe- 
riods they already have under con- 
tract they can immediately effect for 
the prospective client, who happens 
already to be on the same network, 
a substantial savings in time billings. 

The fingerpointing agencies de- 
scribe the practice as something 
original in new account solicitation 
and they say they regard it as being 
as much off-base as trafficking in 
wavelengths. In this case the traf- 
ficking is done with periods under 
contract to another account in the 
same agency, and the evil, they say, 
is an outgrowth of the network 
policy which permits bulk time rates 
to accounts using four,or more quar- 
ter-hours a day. 

Following is how, say the finger- 
pointers, the agency already having 
several quarter hours on a network 
can make this a profitable advantage 
when soliciting an account. The 
prospective client has, for instance, 
four quarter-hours on the same net- 
work, but with three of them only 
adjacent to one another. In order 
to become eligible for the hour rate 
this account is required to have all 
four programs following one an- 
other. 

It happens that the agency on the 
make has two or three quarter-hours 
on the same network’s schedule and 
it knows that the client already in 


the house would have no objection | 
to moving one or two of these as | 


long as the rate isn’t affected un- 
favorably. It also happens that one 
of these quarter-hours is right next 
to the three quarter-hours of the 
prospective account. With this set 
of conditions prevailing, al] that 
would be necessary to create the 
ideal setup for the prospective ac- 
count is to switch the program in 
the adjacent fourth quarter-hour to 
the miscellaneous quarter-hour spot 
held by the prospective account. 

In that way the solicited account 
would not only have all its serials 
together but enjoy a_ substantial 
economy in network billings 
the period of a year. 


EDGAR GUEST BACK 


Creamery Sponsors—Eddy 
Pelletier Included 
Land o’ Lakes Creamery will go 
blue network Jan. 15 with a thrice 
weekly (4:45-4:55) series using Ed- 
gar Guest, Eddy Howard, singer, 
and Vincent Pelletier, m.c. There 
will be 19 stations in the hookup. 
Contract is for 39 weeks and 
Campbell-Mithun is the agency. 














H. S. HOOVER TO CROSLEY 
Akron, O., Dec. 17. 

Harold S. Hoover, since 1929 pub- 
lic relations director of the General 
Tire & Rubber Co., has accepted a 
similar post with the Crosley Radio 
Corp. at Cincinnati. 

Effective immediately. 


making | 


over 


Howard, 


Gives Fortunately Situated 
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Gives ’Em Color 


Bill Miller, of the NBC press 
department, promptly provided 
nicknames for the new NBC red 
and NBC blue program man- 
agers. They’re now: 

Red Carlin. 

Blueberry Hillpot. 











City of Miami Paying 
$1,095 Line Charges 
On NBC Town Hall Show 


Miami, Dec. 17. 

At request of Rev. Richard Evans, 
executive head of Florida Congress 
on Democracy, the Miami city com- 
'mission agreed this week to provide 
{$1,095 to cover wire charges for 
| originating NBC’s Town Meeting of 
|the Air in Miami’s Bayfront Park on 
|Dec. 26 Broadcast will initiate a 
‘three-day Congress on Democracy 
/here, and will probably have Dr. 
'Clarence Dykstra and Owen D. 
| Young as speakers. 
City Commissioner C. D. Van 
| Orsdel voted against appropriation, 
|on grounds prospective good pub- 
licity might backfire if it was rainy 
|or cold night of airing. 
| Bayfront Park ampitheatre is an 
| open-air horseshoe seating 8,000. 








Man Who Said ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ 
Didn’t Play Fair Dies 


Albany, Dec. 17. 


Cornelius C. Dumont of Albany, 
who figured in much publicized con- 
|troversy with the Tums radio pro- 
' gram, ‘Pot o’ Gold,’ died Tuesday 
| (10) in St. Peter’s hospital of pneu- 
monia. Almost a year has passed 
| since he demanded ‘$1,000 or nothing’ 
|from the sponsors of the program 
| after his name was selected from the 
| telephone directory and the number 
| was called over the radio. Dumont 
had recently moved and had been 
assigned a new number. Tums re- 
fused to pay off. 

Contending that he would have 
answered had the right number been 
| called, and that he was entitled to 





|the money, Dumont started legal 
proceedings but to no avail. Two 
|months ago he accepted the $100 


| check which Tums sends persons who 
| do not answer the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ call. 





Lew Lehr’s Miami Rest 


} 

Miami, Dec. 17. 

| Lew Lehr has been released from 

| hospital here, following his physical 

| breakdown. He will remain in Hol- 

| lywood for indefinite period as guest 

|} of Frank R. Dateman. 

| According to Dateman, arduous 
work connected with Lehr’s radio 
and film activities while continuing 
‘ Fox newsreel executive 





as a 


tered his health, requiring complete 


rest. 


~ Stella Dallas’ Settlement Pends 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert Bought Rights Through 
Air Features Which Got Them From Selwyn 





Suit of The Charles H. Phillips , 


Chemical Co., Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, and NBC against Air 
Features, Selwyn Co., Inc., Olive 


Higgins Prouty, and Samuel Gold- 
wyn will soon be settled, according 
to a stipulation filed in the Federal 
court Friday (13) by attorneys for 
Goldwyn. An application was filed 
in the court requesting a postpone- 
ment of the trial to April 10, 1941, 
in order to allow time to work out 


the settlement, which involved the | 


rights of ‘Stella Dallas.’ 

On April 27, 1937, Blackett-Sam- 
le-Hummert paid $3,300 to Air 
eatures for a year’s right to broad- 


cast ‘Stella Dallas” Air Features 
claimed to have acquired the rights 


from Selwyn, which in turn rep- 
resented the author, Miss Prouty. 
Program then went on NBC for 


Charles H. Phillips Chemical Co. On 
June 1, 1938, and on July 11, 1938, 
Goldwyn and Miss Prouty respec- 
tively notified plaintiffs they owned 
the rights to ‘Stella Dallas’ and 
threatened suit. The author then filed 
in the Federal court in Massachu- 
' setts. 

This action seeks to have the court 
decide who owns the rights, and to 


indemnify plaintiffs against any ac-» 


tion Goldwyn or Miss Prouty might 
have for damages, 


shat- | 


| SIX HOUR PROGRAM 





WLVA Raises $3,407 for Christmas 
Party to the Needy 





Lynchburg, Va., Dec. 17. 
Sixth annual WLVA Christmas 
party held Sunday (14) brought in 


| $3,407 cash and a mountain of cloth- | 


|ing, food, furniture and odds-and- 
| ends to be distributed to Lynchburg’s 
needy at Christmas. 

Appeal lasted six and a half hours 
with Revenue Commissioner Charles 
|C. MacLeod, who has a reputation 
as a wisecracking politician, again in 
| the role of master of ceremonies. 
During the entire period he kept 
up a running fire of gags, comment 
'and occasional song, resting only 
when volunteers sang or put on 
minute dramatic sketches calculated 
to bring in money. 
| One caller offered a gallon of 
|castor oil. MacLeod snapped it up 
| with the remark that with so muclt 
food it was ‘bound to come in handy,’ 





| 


BRANDTS RELEASE 
DINAH SHORE FOR LA. 


Eddie Cantor and the operators of 
the Brandt theatres in New York 
came to grips last week over the 
| services of Dinah Shore, singer on 
| the Cantor radio commercial. Con- 
| flict came about because Cantor is 
moving his show from N. Y. to Hol- 
|lywood and wanted to take the vo- 
calist with him when he leaves to- 
morrow (Thursday). However, she’s 
under contract to the Brandts for 
personal appearances 
the Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, and 
next week at the Windsor theatre, 
Bronx. Cantor’s first show from the 
Coast, Xmas Day, would air the night 
| the singer was finishing the Windsor 
stand. 
| Situation was compromised when 
| the Brandts agreed to release Miss 
| Shore from a half week’s work at the 
| Windsor. She'll play there until Sun- 
|day night (22) then take a plane to 
| the Coast to be on time for re- 
hearsals for the broadcast. Cantor’s 
shift west is for the holidays. 











Agency’s Priority Keeps 
Willson Out of ASCAP 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Meredith Willson’s application for 
a writer membership in American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers bounced back into his lap 
| last week when legalites ruled that 
| Benton & Bowles agency holds as- 
signments to his music. Willson has 
been musical director of agency’s 
produced Maxwell House Coffee 
time for the past two years and his 
contract was signed previous to 
sought-after admittance to the go- 
ciety. 

He has written original music for 
the airpiece and previously, while 
Coast music director for NBC, com- 
posed many originals. He 
scored Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The Great 
Dictator.’ 











SMALL TOWN CHARITY 


One Aspect of Christmas Observance 

By Station 

Tuscola, Ill., Dee. 17. 

‘Happy Christmas Club,’ innova- 

tion over WDZ here, is just winding 
up what will probably be an annual 
event. It consists of the station 
| gathering the names of handicapped 
| people in the area, then turning their 
| Cases over to volunteer ‘heralds’ who 
are responsible for seeing that each 
has a happy Christmas. More than 
250 names of handicapped people 
| were sent in. 
| George Moody, religious director 
of WDZ, carried out the idea on his 
‘Art of Living’ program. 





CONNIE BOSWELL GOES ON 


Connie Boswell] has been renewed 
;on the Bing Crosby-Kraft program 
| for a 13-week period effective Jan. 2. 
| Her initial contract covered only the 
final seven weeks of this year, 
| terminating with the Dec. 26 broad- 
| cast. 

J. Walter Thompson’s the agency. 


this week at | 


also | 


Raps Debutante ‘Actresses’ 


Chicago, 





Editor, VARIETY: 

I enclose a clipping which flaunts another fester on the neck of 
radio, all over three columns of the society page. This simply ducky 
young woman is one of the Junior League crowd who gather around 
a mike every Saturday afternoon at four o’clock at WBBM, and put 
on a turkey called ‘The Story of Constance Worth.’ 

It’s all for sweet charity, you know! The Council of Social Agencies 
sponsors the thing, and the dear girls take time out from their tea 
dansants and their bubble baths to emote on the radio, Donate their 
time and talents, too—isn’t it wonderful? 

Of course, there are dozens of professional radio actresses, clever 
and capable, who wonder how they’re going to pay their room-rent 
| and whether they will eat next week, but let’s not be ridiculous! 
| Each Junior League matron COULD hire a professional to do a role 
in the show, at scale prices, thus assuring a good performance and 
making her charity-impulse a practical thing. But we musn’t be too 
realistic, must we? 

So the plucky young professional girls in radio will go on, eating 
when and what they can in their hall bedrooms and tuning in on 
Saturday afternoons to hear the Gusha Girls from the Goldcoast doing 
their charity broadcast. 

Yours for Better Things, 
Chicago Radio Actor. 


‘Lou Cowan Works Out An NBC'S RED. BLUE 


_ Elaborate Dept. Store Tie | 


“For ‘Quiz Kid? Program. CQNFABS PEP UP 


Lou Cowan’s ‘Quiz Kids’ show for 
Alka-Seltzer starting around Feb. 1, 
will tie up with department stores New life has been injected into 
in key cities throughout the country | the formerly lethargic weekly pro- 
ito select each town’s’ smartest gram department meetings since the 
|moppet for appearance on the pro-| Red (Harvard) and Blue (Yale) 
'gram. It’s an extension of the idea | teams were segregated at NBC. New 
| that is now being experimented with | rah-rah spirit was illustrated when 

Phillips Carlin of the red network 


|in Milwaukee. 

Main idea of the scheme is to POPpped in on a blue network meet- 
| broaden the geographical base of the | 198 and wae ordered out ~ ha SPY. 
show, which since its start has orig- Other incidents of rivalry were re- 

ported. 


|}inated in Chicago and used local . tie weitt he held 
| kids exclusively. Department store h ete tangs wer an tae Daye 
re ° > ._2 res saays of a. ° 
| tie-up gives wide publicity and pro- erearer Ch suse 
. ‘ eae. . Blue rally will be Thursdays at same 
|motion to the ‘Q.K.’ program in each | asthe Meainard. Lewis Titter 
: ad 10ur rth: ainard, Lewis - 
|city and eliminates for sponsor and | VOUT #eh a 

















, ) and Will Roberts will attend 

producer virtually all costs of choos- ton and N 1 R cag 
|ing the kid and sending him to Chi both meetings, but otherwise the 
| ¢.,, ; , Ve : |dramatis personae is different for 


|for the show. 


| There’s another angle, too. It will 
;be a great buildup for ‘Quiz Kids’ | 


Commercially Licensed products. such | Edwards Concentrates 
toys and a hundred other things Upon ‘Truth’ Quiz Show; 
Other Spieling Conflicts 


| which are being manufactured under 

the ‘Q.K.’ imprint. George Kamen 

owns the commercial licensing rights 

and is also in charge of the depart- 

ment store contests. R h Ed i d hi 

P mae ; alp rdwards rops is ane 
Stores which participate in choos- | a eee P : 

: ; : : nouncing jobs on ‘Life Can Be Beau- 
ing the town’s brightest child are}... ,, ; ‘Against th 
assured a mention on the radio show | Siful’ (with repeat) and “Against the 
and also attract much attentios te Storm’ next week to devote full 
themselves ne hate 0 Me iti om = time to his own show, “Truth or Con- 
npeapeen it well waste a aa a3 ~~ sequences.’ He continues for the 
A ‘ f aS SOs. rey present on the Horn & Hardart series 
must put up $50 in prizes for ques- 


|each plot. 











oe tae ah tm Senel ania |Sundays. He gave up announcer 
ied ° $50 r _— ay kia sons, |stints some time ago on ‘Vic and 
er gov for prizes to Kid WIN-| Sade’ and Major Bowes. Replace- 


ners, pay cost of trip to Chicago for 
kid and his mother, buy at least 500 
| gold-filled Quiz Kid keys, which re- 
semble Phi Beta Kappa symbols, to 
be given non-winners, and do con- 
siderable local promotion. 

Manny Reiner, former publicity 
| exec for Monogram Pictures, is rep- 
| resenting Kamen and Lou Cowan, 


| owner of the show, in arranging the 





ments for ‘Beautiful’ and ‘Storm’ 
aren’t yet definite. 

Spieler, who made his first vaude- 
ville appearance a couple of weeks 
ago with his ‘Truth or Consequences’ 
at the Palace, Cleveland, is set with 
the program for the week of Dec. 25 
at the Fox, Detroit. As for the 
Cleveland week, Mel Allen will 
plane out to announce the Saturday 


| department store tie-ups. About 60|night broadcast from the theatre 
| Stores are now interested in par- | stage. 
| ticipating. Edwards has also just finished a 





book version of ‘Truth,’ to be used 
‘Orphans’ and ‘Amanda’ Go On |** ® ares sae. 
Sterling Products has renewed for 
facilities on ‘Orphans of Divorce’ 
and ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ | 
| serials with the NBC-blue, effective 
{the first week in January. Same 
|link recently got continuation orders 
for the account’s ‘John’s Other 
Wife’ and ‘Just Plain Bill’ programs. 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert is the 
agency. 





Holman Faust’s Auditions 
Des Moines, Dec. 17. 

Holman Faust of Mitchell-Faust 

agency is conducting auditions at 

WHO, Des Moines, Iowa, for a new 

program, ‘Winsom’ (Win Some) for 

Grocers Wholesale Co. and Briar- 
dale grocers. 

Half hour show will be a listen- 

ing audience participation stunt. 


Radio Policy of Ted Bates Agency 


Starts With Charles Christoph, Lucille Webster, 
Secrist, MacGregor, Ad Smith 











Ted Bates agency, recently organ- 
|ized after obtaining the Continental 
Baking account and part of the Col- 
gate business, proposes to operate 
| Mostly on a freelance basis as far as 
its radio program production is con- 
|cerned, This will be along the lines 
of the technique associated with 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert. gate shaving creams’ ‘Strange as It 

As now set up, the new agency’s | Seems’ will continue to be produced 
radio department has Charles Chris- | out of the Benton & Bowles agency 
toph as director, Lucille Webster as! for the rest of this month. Another 


has been retained to direct ‘Women 
of Courage’ (Octagon) after Jan. 1, 
and Addison Smith, who joins the 
agency on that date, will produce 
‘Ask-It-Basket’ (Colgate Dental 
Cream). Smith will be the lone ex- 
ception to the agency’s policy of 
using freelance writers and directors. 

Like ‘Courage’ and ‘Basket,’ Col- 











manager and Cecil Secrist as pro- | Colgate product on the Bates list is 
gram supervisor. Ken MacGregor | Klek. 
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WHDH, Boston, OK to Occupy 830 
Over NBC Protest, Important To 


Clear Chann 





els; Appeal Likely 





Washington, Dec. 17. 

Roundabout attack on the clear- 
channel doctrine moved to the semi- 
final stage last week with issuance 
of ‘proposed decision’ that would 
allow WHDH, Boston, on the 830 kc 
ribbon now tagged for Class I-A use 
and dominated by NBC’s KOA, Den- 
ver. As forecast recently, a majority | 
of the Federal Communications | 
Commission believes more good than 
harm will result from allowing the | 
Bay State outfit to operate unlimited 
time with 5 kw and a directional | 
antenna. Two members, Commis- 


sioners Norman S. Case and T. A. M. | 


Craven, disagreed, announcing they 


known what they think the ‘pro- 
posed findings’ should be. 


A long and perhaps crucial row 
is anticipated if the Commish fol- 
lows through, making final the tentas 
tive decision rubberstamped by 
Commissioners Paul A. Walker, Fred 
I. Thompson, and George Henry 
Payne. While strategy is uncertain 


and adverse rulings in recent years | 


must be overcome, appeals are al- 
most certain. There is a chance that 
an attempt will be made to enjoin | 
the Commish, at least until there has 
been a general hearing on the pro- 
posal, to reclassify the 830 stripe 
without listening to arguments of 
persons now enjoying this privileged 
status. 





Zeke Manners, hillbilly over 
WMCA, New York, ticked off 10 
years of broadcasting last week. 


= 
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MONTREAL, B. A. AND RIO 


Four-Language Christmas Program 
Set by Columbia 








The four principal languages of 
the Western Hemisphere will be 
heard on ae special international 
| broadcast, ‘Christmas in the New 
| World,’ to be aired 11-11:30 p.m. 
Christmas eve by CBS. Show will 
|include pickups from Buenos Aires, 
Montreal and Rio de Janeiro. 

Besides native music of the vari- 
ous countries, there will be talk in 





| English, French, Spanish and Portu- | 
will take an unusual step and make | 


guese. 





Maurice Clarke Dies 





Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 17. 
Maurice H. Clarke, 39, chief en- 
|gineer for WHEC, was killed Sun- 











a railroad abutment. 
|ing home alone early in morning and | 
|is believed to have fallen asleep at 
wheel. 


'day (15) when his car crashed into | 
He was driv- | 
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FOC CHECKS U.S 


—_——_. 


There Are 199 Stations Still 
Carrying the Airers, How- 
ever — Italian, Polish, 
Spanish, Jewish and Ger- 
man Predominate 





WAR ENDS SOME 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
War-born qualms of stations carry- 
| ing foreign language programs was 
; demonstrated last week in an ‘analy- 
sis of respqnses by broadcast stations 
| to a recent questionnaire of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission.’ 
With 199 domestic radio transmitters 
now scheduling broadcasts in one or 
more foreign tongues, 57 additional 


Stations have dropped all foreign 
patter in the last six months. 
According to the Commish, 31 for- 
eign languages are represented on 
1,721 current weekly programs, rep- 
resenting nearly 1,330 hours of for- 
eign language programs a_ week. 
| About three-fourths of this broadcast 
time is in the Italian, Polish, Span- | 








97 DROP FOREIGN LINGO 





~ 


National Assn. of Manufacturers 
WIEN PROGRAMS Given 7,960 Free Radio Hours; 


Business Versus Government Issue 








The National Association of Manu- 
facturers received 7,960 jours of free 
broadcasting time within the past 
| year, H. W. Prentis, Jr., retiring presi- 
| dent, stated in an half-hour address 
over NBC blue, from Waldorf-As- 
toria Hotel at the opening of the 


ican Industry. Prentis, 
Armstrong Cork Co., thanked the 
stations for contributing the time. 
Two of the NAM’s programs broad- 


head of the 





cast gratis over a string of trans- 
mitters are ‘The American Family 
Robinson,’ dramatized waxer, and 


electrically transcribed talks on gov- 
ernment, economics and business by 


| George E. Sokolsky. 


Both carry ‘messages’ which are 
generally considered anti-New Deal, 
as were a number of the convention 
talks aired last week via the webs. 
Copies of the addresses were offered 
|to dialers writing the NAM’s West 
, 49th Street office. 
| ‘American Family Robinson’ is 
| 
‘aii foreign language programs, 
| how ever, have greater power. Some 
43 transmitters broadcast 10 or more 





hours " 
| Accident closely paralleled that | ish, Jewish and German languages, | per week in one or more for 


which brought death last spring to| 
John J. Long, Jr., station WHAM’s 
|chief engineer, and serious injury to 
| Bob Hemings, pianist. 


| Clarke helped build original 


|the proportions 
order listed.’ 

| Most of the foreign language chit- 
chat is air-waved over the smallies, 
with 108 of | 


‘decreasing in the 


according to the report, 


eign languages. 


As might be expected, Commish | 


|found that ‘a preponderance of the 


| stations using foreign languages are | 


association’s 45th Congress of Amer- | 


scripted by and air-credited to Mar- 
jorie Bartlett and Douglas Silver, 
It’s a quarter-hour program which 
has been turntabled weekly for sev- 
eral years. Sokolsky’s talks also are 
15-minutes. 


Colby Chester on Town Hall 


Colby Chester, president of Gen- 
eral Foods, appeared last Thursday 
(5) on the NBC blue Town Hall of 
the Air program along with Prof. 
Harry Overstreet and with Stanley 
High ‘clarifver’ to discuss ‘What 
Are We Preparing to Defend?’ While 
mildly critical of some New Deal 
legislation and its ‘unitive attitude’ 
| Chester was in substantial—perhaps 
surprising—agreement with the ex- 


tremely liberal Overstreet. 

But one perhaps significant bit of 
by-play occurred during the broad- 
cast. A question from the floor con- 
cerned the National Association of 
Manufacturers investigation of school 
text books. Chester called this a 
‘fact finding’ undertaking ‘so that we 
may know what our children are be- 
ing taught.’ Audience muttered in 
unmistakable dissatisfaction with the 
answer the spokesman of business 
| rendered. 





| Chrisman to Spector 
David Chrisman has become v.p. 


| located in areas with considerable | and radio director of the Raymond 


| foreign- born populations.’ Broad- 


WHEC in 1922 and has been with | the 199 stations weighing in at power | casts in native tongues are ‘popular 


station ever since. 
parents two brothers and sister. 


He leaves his 


not in excess of 250 watts. 
| A ‘substantial number’ of stations 


| with their listeners and their adver- 
| tisers,” it was explained. 


| Spector agency. 

| Chrisman was last with the Miller 
| (tape) Broadcasting System, and be- 
| fore that with WOR, Newark. 












KMOX 
ST. 


LOUIS 


50,000 WATTS 





CBS 


For more information chout KMOX, one of the sixteen CBS 50,000 watt stations, inquire of Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, Charlotte, N.C., San Francisco, Los Angeles 
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Most listeners per radio dollar in 


St. Louis... plus a bonus of exclusive 





coverage in the “50,000 Watt area” 
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Printing Trades Out to Hex Radio: 
Gross Revenue Nick on Industry 
Is Competitive Hint to Solons 


| 
| 
—— $$$ | 


VARIETY 


Not a Quorum 


Wednesday, December 18, 1940 


Because of the slim attendance AFRA’s Growing Overhead ’ 


at last Thursday night's (12) i 
membership meetings, AFRA's j 
New York local failed to hold its 
scheduled election of officers. 
With no vital matters slated for 
consideration, less than 100 mem- 
bers showed up. 

Election will now be held by 
referendum. 











Understood the reason for AFRA’s upped initiation fee is the union’s 
recently-increased expenses, chiefly due to its national organizing drive 
and its new talent agency code. AFRA has two full-time national 
organizers working to line up members and obtain contracts in the 
key cities. Each of these two men is figured to cost the union around 
$10,000 a year in salary, plus organizing and traveling expense. Work 
was formerly done by local officials and Mrs. Holt and Heller, but the 
latter two are now kept too busy with national work in New York. 

Regulation of the agents hasn't yet cost much money, but it is ex- 
pected to run into substantial expense for the union. However, the 








Washington, Dec. 17. | to negative a good percentage of the | 
New threat to radio's welfare is | gravy. 
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by patie’ Hokus ae 
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the revised legislative program of} Restriction of licenses to local C | | natural assumption by officials is that the increased costs will be more 
the printing trades, which will storm | residents, a long-time pet of the | 0ca- 0 a than offset by savings in commissions and from more advantageous 


Congress this winter. Agenda 
termed ‘conservative’ by its sponsors 


monopoly proposals. 

In the expectation there will be 
a Congressional investigation of both 
the regulators and the industry, 
the labor 
go with both barrels. 
seeching Congress to impose some 
stern restrictions, they will try to 
embarrass the Commish into crack- 
ing down on airwavers. But, sens- 
ing the mounting concern about gov- 
ernment competition with private 
enterprise, they soft-pedaled the 
talk about Federal ownership 
radio stations. 


Besides be- 


unions are going to let} 


of 
| have maintained for several years 
The most significg§nt item on the| that radio 


printing trades, also will be sought 


| again in the new Congress, but two 
is framed to take partial advantage | 
of the hullabaloo about national de- | 
fense and the row over the Federal | 
Communications Commission’s chain- | 


other novel attempts will be made 
to hobble the industry. The Com- 
mish will be asked to embody the 
anti-monopoly feature of their tele- 
vision regulations—limit of three 
on the number of plants which any 
licensee may have—to all standard 
radio outlets, while the unions will 
ask Congress to prohibit sale of 


more than 25% of the total time of | 


any transmitter. 
Printing Trades Bitter 

Going to Congress to put over 
the latter idea is a new develop- 
ment, one showing clearly the print- 
ing trades are bitter about trying 
to reduce the amount of competition 
for advertisers’ dollars. (Unions 
is 


competing unfairly, 


printing trades’ menu is a_ gross-|thus cutting down on job opportuni- 


income tax, which would exempt 


the industry. Instead of a license 
fee or a wattage charge, Congress 
will be asked to snatch 10% of 
the gross income between $25,000 
and $100,000; 15% of the amount 
from $100,000 to $500,000, and 20% 
of all over the latter figure. Ac- 
cording to statistics for 1937 col- 


| ties for their card-holders. ) 
little fellows but take a huge slice | past, 
of the take of big biz segment of | arisen, the walking 
| begged the FCC to 
| limitation, but no real consideration 
| ever 
| figure the legislators may be more 
| sympathetic, 





| to justify such a regulation. 
lected by the FCC, around 500 op- | 


In the 
occasion has 
delegates have 


whenever an 


has been given. Now they 
besides tacitly con- 
ceding the present Communications 


Act may not be sufficiently broad 


Program, adopted two weeks ago 


erators would be subject to such aj| during the American Federation of 


tax. 
: The Strategy 

The unions expect to lay their idea 
before the House Ways and Means 
Committee later this winter when 
emergency revenue legislation 
being written in order to pay the 
cost of the national defense pro- 
gram. With the bewildered law- 
makers looking frantically for new 
sources to tap, broadcasters may 
have to do some serious work. Ar- 
gument will be put up that net 


is 


| Labor convention, is shrewdly timed. 
With the FCC frantically tossing the 
hot potato and trying to figure out 
,some way of appeasing two bitterly 
opposed factions in Congress, the 
unions figure there are bound to be 
|} repercussions on Capitol Hill from 
| the chain-monopoly report. If there 


ithe rowers of the regulators, inter- 
| pret Congressional desires, and make 
|the ‘public interest’ phrase 


specific, the printing trades will rush 


impose such a | 


is a serious movement to redefine | 


more |! 














Continued from page 23 


air four years and 
in that 


listeners 


| cessful formula, successful 
not only does it attract 
| but sells the product. 


its first responsibility to the account 
and that is to turn out good pro- 
grams. It has gone over all the mu- 
sic available, BMI, public domain 
and ASCAP, and found that 





series successful 
tunes a week re- 
it has come to the 
if it can’t turn out 


has made this 
| provide the 20 
| quired, and that 
!conclusion that 


| the same class of successful program 
)it will have torn up a successful } 


| formula. 


| Coste said that, although there had | 


|been a lot of arguing from broad- 
{casters and BMI sources he still 
feels that the agency is within 


{responsibilities to its account. © His 
|agency and the account, he stated, 
| desire anything but to 


issue in the music fight, regardless | 
| of the ultimate outcome, and it is 


| their wish that they be let alone 
and be allowed to conduct their 
| business as they see fit. 
| Network’s Problem 

As far as Coca-Cola’s show on CBS 
Sunday afternoon is concerned, the 
|} account, declared Coste, will adhere 
ito the network’s wishes and use 
whatever non-ASCAP tunes that are 
|available. The agency fully realizes 
that if it wants to go on using Co- 
lumbia’s facilities it must abide by 
the latter’s material restrictions, but 
in the case of spot broadcasting the 
account has 220 individual units to 
deal with plus a weekly repertory 


of 20 tunes and therefore it must 
operate differently. 
| Reports have been heard in the 


| 
the company 
|feels that it has developed a suc- 


The agency, continued Coste, has, 





there | 
is not enough of the material which | 
to | 


its 
| rights when it thinks strictly of its | 


become an 


|network agreement, 
| commercial pact and set up licensing 


BERNAYS’ BOOK IS 
BASIS OF SERIES 


contracts with the percenters. 


Another financial burden to AFRA is 


repayment of the loans from Equity, Screen Actors Guild and the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, originally totaling around $40,000. 
Most of this coin has been repaid and the balance is being paid at the 
rate of about $1,000 a month. AFRA’s treasury is said to be in excellent 


shape. 


Expectation that the union’s overhead will continue to rise, so the 
$40,000 or $50,000 which the increased initiation fee is likely to bring in 
during the next few years still may not be enough. AFRA has a com- 
paratively small paid employee list considering the size of the member- 
ship, the complicated nature of the checking job involved and the 


scattered nature of radio. 


With the transcription field likely to bring 


even more regulatory overhead and little added income, it may be that 
the union will have to raise its dues or take some other steps to raise 


more coin. 


However, that is not probable for some time. 





—EE ——— ________________, 





AFRA Ready to Talk With 


Waxmen 


Scale of Terms Up—Also Union Initiation Fees— 


WWJ, Detroit, Agrees to Pact 





Next major objective on the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists slate is a code for transcriptions. 
Having reached a new sustaining 
extended the 


and regulation of talent agents, the 
union is now ready to take up the 
platter question where it was drop- 
ped last fall when the network code 
matter arose. 

Proposed code drafted last spring 
wil] be revised in line with ideas 
expressed by the various locals at 





the organization’s annual conven- 
| tion 


in Denver. Other suggestions 
advanced by transcription producers 


| in the preliminary negotiations may 
| also be 


incorporated. New draft 
will probably be submitted for re- 
newed negotiations with the re- 
corders after Jan. 1. 
Initiation Fee 

AFRA is also taking steps to raise 
its initiation fee from $25 to $50. 
Proposal advanced by Los Angeles 


| local and already approved by the 


New York und Chicago locals will be 
submitted to the national board 
when the San Francisco chapter has 
indicated its attitude. Expected it 
will be passed and made effective 
by Jan. Il. 

Emily Holt, national executive-sec- 
retary, and George Heller, associate, 


profits of the major portion of the |into the committee rooms, arguing | music trade that ASCAP had given! Series of programs intended to out- have been considering the possibility 
industry are exceedingly fat in view | that all of these suggestions are in| the agency to understand that it} line methods of strengthening U. S. | of having S placement counsellor at 
of the investment required and the| the direction of safeguarding the | might be able to get a direct per-| morale started last week over Mu. | the New York office of the union. 
specific declaration that no license | ‘public interest’ and preventing any | forming rights license after Dec. 31,; tual. Joseph C. Menendez, Veterans Working under the New York Un- 


has a vested interest in his operating | disregard of the present statute. | 
permit or facilities. —_—_—_—_———_—— 
Union strategists realize a tax on Sa: Antonio.—Helen Clarence has 


to cover its transcription campaign, | 
| but this has been denied all around. 
Cost of the Coca-Cola 


. . ry ¢ > ‘i111 

of Foreign Wars head, is making the | employment department, he would 

talks. which are based on Edward | be available to members for advice 
about temporary or incidental work 


L. Bernays’ new book, ‘Speak Up for 


rine 


trans 








net profits would be of little value | been added to the staff of station tion series in time, talent, recording | Democracy.’ | outside radio. Nothing has been 
from the Treasury viewpoint, since | KTSA as aide to Lew Lacey in the royalties and production figures are Shows air at 1 p.m. Wednesdays. | Saenene on the matter, however 

smart accountants could find ways | Musical Clearance department. over $400,000 a year. | Rien apnmnnnainiaamtanmeean Agreement has been reached by 

EES se | Salt Lake City—New on the KLO| James Porter, AFRA’s national or- 

SS : Se : | staff is Gordon Horner, formerly of | £anizer, with station WWJ, Detroit, 

Duchin, T. Dorsey Lead |/KTRI, Sioux City. Horner replaces Subject to ratification by the na- 

1 'Charles Law, announcer, who has| tional board. Deal would call for 


Off Dix Shows for Luckies 

Eddy Duchin and Tommy Dorsey 
bands will be the first two outfits 
picked up on the Lucky Strike Hit | 
Parade from army encampments. | 
Duchin's outfit has been booked to 
play for the show at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, Jan. 11. Dorsey the following 
week (18) will emanate from the 
Marine base at Quantico, Va. 

Stage show set to tour the camps 
sponsored by Lucky Strike will con- 


moved to KUTA, where he is sched- 
uled to write continuity as well as | 
announce. 


AFRA shop, a five-day week, salary 
increases and extra fees for commer- 
cial shows. 


_| A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and a HAPPY NEW YEAR 
to you all and look what 
we found under our tree.. 


‘ 
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sist of Jerry Lester, mec. and 
comedian; Floria Vestoff, tapper; 
Dean Janis, singer, and Gali-Gali, 


magician. Ted Long will produce the 


shows. 


Angell to KSTP 


WiltiN eapolis 





Rally 


Dec. 17. | HE best yardstick for measuring our 





When KSTP holds its Conference 
on Broadcasting Jar 17-18 it will worth as radio station representatives 
have Dr. Jan Rowland Angell, is the steady progress in the national 
NBC’s educational counsellor, as it 


field of every radio station we represent. 
chief speaker. Another speaker will 
be Dr. Charles A. Siepmann, BBC 
program director for eight years.” 
The Conference's purpose to 
teach local peds, clubbers and others 
how properly to use free time on the 
air. Beaucoup roundtables, demon- 
strations and the like will be the 
|order during the two days. 








The average increase during 1939 was 
is 17% over 1938 in business contracted 
through our office. This year the gain 


will be even greater. 











Betty Cook On WCAE 

| Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

| Betty Cook, Roanoke, Va., singer 
and niece of Charlie Eagle, manager 
|Of WB's Stanley theatre here, has 
been set by WCAE for featured vocal 
| berth on ‘A Boy, A Girl, A Band,’ 
| which station has revived and will 
|feed to the NBC-Red web once a 
week. 

Cook gal will share honors on the 
| Show with Sophisticated Ladies, har- 
mony trio, Howard Price, tenor, and 
Earl Truxell’s staff ork. 
i 
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~ FCC Theorizes on FM Audience WAVE TOWN IN 


~ 


Potential of 20,500,000 Listeners in Service Areas— 
‘If? They Have FM Receivers 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Nearly 50,000 square miles, em- 
bracing more than 20,500,000 listen- 
ers, were included in the new FM 
proadcast service Friday (6) by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. 


southeastern New York State, part 
of Tennessee and the Pittsburgh, 


Chicago, and New York metropoli- | 


tan districts, were taken into the FM 
fold. 

Commish breakdown showed that 
a ‘slice’ of New England—plus nearly 


all of Long Island and a large por- | 


tion of southeastern New York 
State, constitutes the 6,100 miles of 
territory (pop. 1,118,000) which will 
be served by WDBEC, Inc., of Hart- 


Service to Connecticut, Rhode | 
Island, half of Massachusetts, part of 


| House, NBC will utilize 46.300 ke 
(or an adequate frequency), while 
WGN will have a transmitter on a 
485-foot downtown office building— 
using 45,900 ke, or another edequate 
frequency. 
Approximately 


2,100,000 persons 


the Walker-Downing Radio 


are expected to receive service from | 
Corp., | 


which will operate from 341 Rising | 


Main Street, Pittsburgh, and cover 
approximately 8,400 square 


miles. | 


In this case, applicant will specify | 
a frequency ‘adequate for such cov- | 


erage.’ 


ance Co., of Nashville, Tenn., wil] 
| install a transmitter near Franklin, 
| Tenn.. using 44,700 ke. This sta- 
tion is expected to serve 16,000 


ford, Conn., through a transmitter square miles, with 819,000 popula- 


situated on the west peak of Meri- 
den Mountain, near Meriden, Conn. 
The transmitter will operate on 46,- 
500 ke. 

Potential metropolitan service area 
of Metropolitan Television, Inc., and 
Bamberger Broadcasting Service, 
Inc., is estimated at 8,500 square 
miles with 12,000,000 persons. Both 
stations received okays to broad- 


cast from New York, the former on | 


47,500 ke and the latter (Bamberger) 
on 47,100 kc. Met’s transmitter will 
be~located on the roof of the Hotel 
Pierre, while Bamberger will use 
its station at 444 Madison Ave. 

In the 10,800 square miles of the 
Chicago area which will be served 
under grants to the National Broad- 
casting Co. and WGN, Inc., 2,500,000 
people will utilize the new service. 
Operating from the Civic Opera 


| kane, 


tion. 
Grants 
addition 


issued 
to the 


last week are in 
following okays 


National Life & Accident Insur- | 


, States, 


handed down last month for regular | 


|FM programs in Detroit, Los An- 
geles, Schenectady, Evansville, Bing- 
hampton, Mt. Washington (N. H.), 
Baton Rouge, Columbia (0O.), Salt 


Lake City, Milwaukee, Chicago and | 


New York. 


Requests from Yankee Network 
|and the Worcester Telegram Pub- 
| lishing Co. to serve an_ identical 


widespread area from practically the 
same site near Worcester, Mass., on 
the frequencies 44,300 and 43,100 kc, 
respectively, were designated for 
joint hearing. 


Arthur L. Bright, of KFPY, Spo- 
returned from business trip 


in East. 


M INGOT GNIA 


Federal 
Commission Putting New 
System of Identifying Tags 
on Clear Basis — Large 
Reservoir of Letter Combi- 
nations 


‘E’ FOR EDUCATION 


Washington, Dee 17. 

A new arrangement of call letters 
to provide ‘distinctive calls’ for FM 
stations has been decided upon by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. Explaining that the United 
under 
ment, is assigned three letters, N. 
K, and W—the Commish announced 
adoption of a new system which 
will make it possible to identify 
the location of each FM transmitter 
and the frequency on which it op- 
erates through the combination of 
letters and numbers used. 

The K which is currently assigned 
to all stations west of the Missis- 
sippi River, and the W used to 
identify eastern stations, will be 
retained but numbers will be em- 
bodied in the call combination to 
indicate the frequency and, where 
possible, additional letters will iden- 
tify the city or area where the sta- 


|} tion is located. 


Revealing that between 40 and 50 
four-letter call combinations are 
being assigned to the older ser- 

(Continued on page 32) 


international agree- | 


CALL LETTER 


S 








" Naylor Rovers, Ray Linton at WOV 


New York Station Installs New Tops as Station Goes 
to 10,000 Watts 
+ 





Communications Capital Stock Change In 


Geyer, Cornell & Newell 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 17. 


| value, and 100 shares, no par value, 
| to $101,000, with 1,000 shares at $100 
| par and 1,000 at $1 par value. 


} 
| 


WOV, New York, part of the ra- 
dio operations of Arde Bulova and 
Harold Lafount, has installed two 
new top executives preliminary to 


| its going 10,000 watts and moving to 
Geyer, Cornell & Newell, Inc., ad- | 
vertising agency with principal office | 
in New York, has increased its capi- | 
| tal stock from 1,000 shares, $100 par | 


| Smith, Schnecke & Compton, Day- | 


| 


| ton, Ohio, attorneys, filed papers on 
increase with Secretary of State in 
Albany. 


CKOC, Hamilton, Expands 








Hamilton, Ont., Dec. 17. 


CKOC, which made Hamilton the 
second city in Canada to have a sta- 
tion in 1922, has moved into a new 
$100,000 home with plenty of hoopla, 
including a special ballyhoo supple- 
ment in the Hamilton Review. 

Station has taken over second floor 
of local building for new air-condi- 
tioned studios and has set up new 
transmitter at Cherry Beach. Laiter, 
built by Marconi with some RCA 
pieces, is expected to step up by 2% 
times this 1,000-watter’s sending area 
because of what engineers describe 
as ‘almost perfect transmitting con- 
ditions’ at new site 


| Linton had recently been 





new offices and studios early in Jan- 
uary. Naylor Rogers has been 
brought in as the station’s general 
manager, while Ray Linton has the 
post of general sales manager. 

Rogers, a pioneer broadcaster, 
headed the old KNX, Los Angeles, 
setup up to the station’s sales to 
CBS. Since then he has been with 
International Radio Sales and the 
Burridge Butler station interests. 
in the 
transcribed show business on his own 
and prior to that he was in the sales 
rep field. 


Two FM Sites in H’wood; 
Don Lee Speeding Plans 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Plans for two frequency modula- 








|tion transmitters for this area were 


going forward last week, with Don 
Lee pitching their plan in the Hol- 


| lywood hills adjacent to their new 
| television site for W6XAO. A sec- 
|ond project has been submitted to 
| the City Planning Commission by 


Herbert Petty, one-time secretary of 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion in Washington. Location is 


Largest of three new studios seats | three miles to the west of the Don 


250 and has sound screen for promo- 
tional films. M. V. Chestnut is man- 
ager and W. T. Cranston is sales 
manager. 


| Lee spot. 


Don Lee was issued the first license 
for this district and work has pro- 


gressed beyond the blueprint stage. 











——— | 
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The Piedmont Plateau is an unusual tableland 
comprising 65 of the richest North and South 
Carolina ceunties. Here is conceatrated 
Carolina's greatest buying power, finest farms, 
5,500 busy mills...including some of the world's 
largest... paying out upwards of $250,000,000 


annually in wages...nearly perfect: balance 
between industry and agriculture. Key City: 


Right smack 





Charlotte, located dead-center of the Piedmont 


Plateau. Key Radio; Station: 50,000 watt WBT: 


of this unusual tableland-market is CHAR- 
LOTTE. Textile capital of the world. Pivotal 
point for all selling in the two Carolinas. 
The home-city of 50,000 watt WBT. 


From Charlotte, national companies reach 
out fo sell the Piedmont Plateau. More 
branch offices and factory branches ore 


here than in any other Carolina city. 


From Charlotte, national chain stores reach 
out to buy for the Piedmont Plateau. More 
buying offices headquarter here, by far, 


1] the middle of the Piedmont 
Plateau for twenty years 


eldom does a national advertiser run into a selling opportunity like the 
Piedmont Plateau. ¢ This very heart of the two Carolinas, bounded on the west 
by mountain country and the east by a coastal plain, rises up out of the 
Southeast 900 feet above sea level... the wealthiest, most fertile, most 
heavily factory-ed group of Carolina counties (65 of them). With steady buying 


power due to a nearly perfect balance between industry and agriculture. 


AND RIGHT SMACK IN THE MIDDLE 


than in any other Carolina city. 


And from this very heart of the Piedmont 
(Charlotte), WBT has for twenty years given 
its advertisers coverage from within. Build- 
ing audience loyalty that has set a pace 
for all radio. Chalking up selling records 
that no single station or group of stations 
in this market can even closely duplicate. 


Only with WBT from Charlotte can you profit- 
ably reach and sell the Piedmont Plateau. 
Ask your nearest Radio Sales office about it. 


WBT 50,000 WATTS + CHARLOTTE, PIEDMONT PLATEAU 


Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented “®D 
Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, St.Louis, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
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Plant Snace Needed for War Orders 


Reason for Knapp Cancellation of NBC Blue Pro- has opened a branch office in Wash- 


gram Is Pressure at Factory 


First network casualty as the re- 
sult of plant pressure from war 
orders is Knapp-Monarch’s alliance 
with the Sunday morning 
‘Ahead of the Headlines,’ on the 
NBC-blue Even though the manu- 
facturer of electrical appliances bows 
out as the sponsor in four weeks, 
the program will continue but with 
Newsweek mag paying the 
Newsweek has been furnishing the 
material and personalities for the 
series, and will now use the show to 
plug subscriptions. 

With defense business piling 
Knapp-Monarch has found that it 
can’t devote enough of its plants to 
take care of the orders for other 
articles, such as the electric shaver 


session, 


it advertises on the network pro- 
gram, It finds itself now in a po-| 
sition of trying to exploit an article 
that it can’t deliver in large quantl- 
ties 

Newsweek will take over the 
Thursday night period (10:30) fol- 
lowing the Town Hall of the Air 


broadcast. 


MUTUAL ADDS 
POTENTIAL 


KWK, St. Louis’ joining of Mutual 
as a full-time affiliate on Jan. 1 plus 
other new affiliations adds an esti- 
mated 1,500,000 listeners to the po- 
tential audience of the Mutual net- 
work, Newcomer raises the station 
list 168. 

Mutual’s newest joiners are: 

KWK (5,000 watts, 1350 kc). 

WNOE, New Orleans (250, 1242). 

WMOB, Mobile (250, 1200). 

WHBB, Selma, Ala. (100, 1500). 

WDEF, Chattanooga (250, 1370). 

WBIR, Knoxville (100, 1210). 





to 





University of So. Dakota 


Collaborates with WNAX 


Yankton, S. D., Dec. 17. 
‘You and Your Government,’ first 


series of programs based on various | 
| 


phases of home defense, 


been completed as a co-operative 
presentation of local station WNAX 
and the University of South Dakota. 
Appearing on the forum shows were 
Rev. R. A. Burrows, president of the 


Sioux City Ministerial Assn.;: O. L. 
Brownlee, associate editor of the 
Sioux City Tribune, and Robert R 


Tincher, the station’s general mana- 
ger. 

Dr. C. W. Geary, of the univer- 
sity’s governmental research depart- 
ment, conducted the sessions. 


+ 


bills. | 


up, 


has just | 





Just Learning the Biz 


Buttfalo, Dec. | 


a rookie spieler were 


] 

Woes of 
shown in this memo, penned by 
a tyro after his first night alone 
on an outlet here: 

‘Skipped two spot announce- 
ments at 8, put them on at 8:15 
not realizing they conflicted with 
one scheduled at that time, mis- 
laid commercials for news broad- 
cast, read news uncommercial, 
skipped tie-in announcement 
Gave no call letters.’ 








FRESNO SENDS SPORTS 


MAN TO HONOLULU 


hy 


remote 


San Francisco, Dec. 
The longest single-station 
in radio history is claimed by John 
Scales for KARM, Fresno, which 
| will carry the Fresno College—Uni- 
versity of Hawaii Pineapple Bowl 
| football tussle New Year's Day. 
Game will not be carried by any 


|network, so KARM has made ar- 
|}rangements with RCA to have the 
conflict short-wave exclusively for 
them. Pickup in Frisco will be 


piped by leased wire to Fresno. Dick 
Wegener, KARM sportcaster, is mak- 
ing a special trip to Honolulu for 
| this assignment, sailing on the Lur- 
line Thursday (12). Game hits Coast 
at 4:30 p.m. 





Norman Morrell Delay 
| Keeps McAvity West 


Because of a death in his family, 
| Norman Morrell, of Lord & Thomas, 
won't take up his new post of radio 
| director in the agency’s Holly 
office until Jan. 1. He had 
| scheduled to go out the middle of 
| December. 
| Postponement of Morrell’s trek 

will prevent Thomas McAvity’s 
transfer to the New York office as 
v.p. in charge of radio until Jan. 15. 


wood 


peen 





| 
'WTMJ Staff Shares In 
$350,900 Journal Melon 


Milwaukee, Dec. 17. 
Staffs of WTMJ and the FM sta- 
on W9XAO participate with 1,043 
employees of The Milwaukee Journal 
in the slicing of juicy bonus melon 


a: 


of $350,900.57, announced after a 
meeting of the board of direciors 
Wednesday (11) for immediate d 
tribution 7 


All are stockholders in this p: 
newspaper-radio plant under 
he employee-ownership plan s¢ 
late L. W. Nieman, founder 
of the institution. 


able 


by the 
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hen they want a sell-out 


incinnati businessmen 
refer WCPO two to one 


ver any other station 


CINCINNATI'S NEWS STATION 


SCRIPPS-HOWARD RADIO, INC 


Represented by 
The Branham Company 


Affiliated with the Cincinnati Post 


P O 


| turb 


|a second 


same 


, ciation of Broadcasters, the National 


; the Commission in presenting ane 
| determining facts 








'NBC’S RECORD DEPT. 


OPENS IN WASHINGTON 


' 
NBC’s Radio-Recording Division 


ington, with E. William Young in | 
charge. | 

Division’s business in the capital | 
has been decidedly on the upbeat | 


recent months, particularly as a 
result of a contract it has with the 
Government. 


— -- | 


Radio the Giver 


Cedar Rapids, Dec. 17. 
Prizes won on national network 
programs were presented over local 
station WMT last week to two Cedar 
Rapids residents. George Henry re- 
ceived an automobile won in a Red 


| Grange contest on the National Re- 


fining program over Mutual, while 
Della Hilton was presented with a | 
diamond ring won with a _ song- 
request letter to the Wayne King 
program over CBS. 

WMT, recently 
sion to operate at 
and night, is currently 
new directional antenna. 


granted permis- 
5.000 watts day 
installing a 

















FM Insignia 


= Continued from page 3! 











vices each week, the FCC promised 
that the new system will not dis- 
the approximately 15,000 re- 
maining combinations. It pointed 
out, however, that at the present 
rate of issuance, the call letter ‘res- 
ervoir’ will not last more than six 
years. 


Use of the letter E will be re- 
served for non-commercial educa- 
tional stations with FM, it was ex- 


plained. With 25 stations provided 
in each area for a given frequency, 
letter for an FM station 
be assigned in an alphabetical 
yrder (excepting E) and—if more 
than 25 stations are assigned on the 
frequency—an additional let- 
ter can be issued. 
Drop First, Last 2 Figures 

Since all FM stations are in the 
42,000-50,000 kc band and all FM 
frequencies are assigned on the odd 
hundreds in kilocycles, it will be 


can 


‘possible to drop the first figure and 
‘the last two figures, of the frequency 


assignment, For example: W41B 
would indicate an FM station in the | 
eastern section of the country, be- 
cause of the use of the letter W; 
figures 41 would show the sta- 
tion was operating on 44,108 ke, and 
the letter B would be the key for 
Boston, 

Likewise, a New York transmit- 
ter operating on the same 44,100 kc 
frequency could be tagged W4I1NY, 


the 


or a San Francisco station, using 
44.300 would be identified by the 
call letters K43SF. 


‘There is no international regula- 
tion to bar the use of this FM iden- 
tifying system,’ the Commish stated 
‘In fact, a like principle is followed 
by Chile in assigning calls to stand- 
ard broadcast stations in that coun- 
try. The arrangement provides | 
ample source of calls for future FM | 
It is about the only source 
of new call combinations which can 
be adapted, inasmuch as other types 
of calls are ass by treaty to 
stations and services other than 
broadcast. It has the additional ad- 
vantage of permitting identification 


of the frequency actually used, and 





stations. 





for that reason should be popular 
with listeners as well as _ broad- 
casters.’ 

New FM License Form 

Revised form of application for | 

uction permits for new high | 

ency (FM) broadcast stations | 

fying and _ clarifying the} 

) urements—has been } 

T the Federal Com- | 

unications Commission. The new | 

form—FCC No. 319—was adopted | 

following conferences with repre- | 

sentatives of the industry. Commit- | 


tee representing the National Asso- 


Independent Broadcasters and a 
specially constituted FM Broadcast- 
ers Committee on Applications was 
formed at the invitation of the 
Commish—with the latter also hav- 
ing representation. 

According to ithe Commish, ‘the 
result was not only simplification of 
the form so as to stimulate the de- 
velopment cof FM broadcasting, but 
a better mutual understanding of 
the problems of the industry and 
on which deci- 
sion must be based.’ 
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| of special 





Toledo, O.—Helen Grant Eddy, | 


‘former staff pianist at WSPD, To- | 


ledo, is now with WTOL, that city. | 


Kenyon & Eckhardt Place Spots _ 





Kenyon & Eckhardt moved into the spot field last week with 
paigns for Kellogg and Fleischmann Yeast. 
calls for a daily one-minute announcement five days a week over 
Starting date is Jan. 6. 


period of 13 weeks. 


cam- 
case 
a 


Schedule in either 


Kellogg will use 20 markets and Fleischmann 14 markets. 


pb bbbbb bbb bbb bbbbbb bb bo bb bb bbb bah aa annnnrintet' 


Philadelphia.—B. A. McDonald has 
been upped from salesman to sales 
manager of KYW. He joined the sta- 
tion last July, coming from WFIL. 

Rochester.—Fred Grant, announcer, 
quits WSAY, Rochester, to go into 





banking business. Bernard Bloom 
replaces. Elmer Dalz becomes sta- 


tion salesman. 


tewart 


Winnipeg — Macpherson 
at CJRC has been with British 
Broadcasting Corp. for past five 


years. Former Winnipeger this wife 
and youngsters were rescued from 
Athenia disaster). 
and sports. 

Sales department 
Claude Olsen, Waldo Holden and 
Mrs. Doyle. Holden came in from 
Toronto where he was press rep for 
his brother’s stock company, the 
John Holden Players. Continuity’s 
new face is Hugh Newton who came 
in when the All-Canada Radio Fa- 
cilities group recently took over na- 
tional representation of 
Newton also handling sales promo- 
tion spot. 

Merchandising and publicity goes 
to Norm Chamberlain, former 
VARIETY rep in Winnipeg. 

Kerr Wilson is latest addition 
revised CXY, Winnipeg, sales 
partment, under Tony Messner. 
is also a local singer. 


has 


to 
He 


New York.—Harry W. Pascoe has 


+ s) +a, 
MULTY 


been appointed director of canti 


of WINS, New York. He formerly 
held the same job with WWNC, 


and before that was 
continuity director of WMCA, New 
York, for 10 years. He is the author 
of the book, ‘Key to the Pronuncla- 
tion of Foreign Words.’ 

Al Charles has joined the 
staff of WINS. Was formerly time 
salesman for WARM, Scranton, Pa. 


Asheville, N. C., 


lao 
Saies 


Timmins, Ont.— Vernon Carter, 
Lloyd Monk and Douglas Marshall 
have joined CKGB, the first as sales 
and promotion manager, the second 
as music librarian and the third as 


| announcer. 


Philadelphia. — Charles Arlington, 
WFIL spieler, has left to join the 
announcing staff of WCAU. 

Don Bennett, former program pro- 
duction director at WNBF, Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., is production chief 
at KYW, taking over the spot left 
vacant by the resignation of Al Wat- 
ton, 


Pittsburgh.—Bob Shield, announcer 
at KDKA, has been named director 
events for Westinghouse 
station. Post has been vacant since 
Dave Garroway left for a spieler’s 
berth at NBC in Chicago. 


St. Louis.—Ranks of KMOX, local 
CBS outlet, will be depleted Mon- 
day (23) when three of the organiza- 
tion, members of the 138th Infantry, 











Payroll Traffic 
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Will do specials 


added 


station. | 


de- | 
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, entrain for a year's training at Camp 
Robinson, Ark., under the conscrip- 
tion act. They are Edward Gold- 
smith, a member of the sales staff; 
Judd ‘Happy’ Green, head of the sta- 





tion’s sound effects dept., and L2. 
Wesley Farrell, early am. studio 
supervisor. The station will dish out 
six months’ pay to Green, two 
months’ pay to Goldsmith and one 
| month to Farrell, 

Ft. Worth.—Hub Jackson, former 
program director for KABC is now 


on the staff of KFJZ, Fort Worth; 
key station of the Texas State Net. 
work. 





Nashville, Tenn. - Jam-up and 
Honey, blackface comedy team, back 
on Station WSM after a few months’ 
absence. Lee Wiles and Tom Woods 
are the correct tags. 

Windsor, Ont.—Robert Henderson, 
formerly with the CBC network in 
Toronto, has joined the staff of 
CKLW, Windsor, as an engineer. It 
swells to four the representation 
from Hamilton, Ont., the other three 
at CKLW being Frank Burke, Camp- 
bell Ritchie and Budd Lynch. 


Boston.—-Glenn Wilson, wha has 
appeared in summer stock and local 
dramatics, joined WMEX an- 
nouncing staff. 


has 


_— — 


Albert G. Ruhfel 


writer, has 


former 
joined 
Bob 
script 


Toledo. 
advertising copy 
WSPD, Toledo, 
Richards in production and 
writing. 


as assistant to 


Regina, Sask.—W. W. Grant, of the 


technical staff of CBK, Watrous, 
Sask., has left for Montreal where 
he will be a technical flying officer 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force. 
|He has been granted leave of ab- 
|sence for the duration of the war. 


Filling this vacancy and one created 
some time when H. Pattenson 
was moved, are Vic J. Rowe, from 
CFQC, Saskatoon, and Wm. G. Rox- 
burgh, Saskatoon. 
a 

Fort Worth.—-Marshall Pope, Texas 


ago 





State Network chief announcer. be- 
comes ‘Texas Gas Star Reporter,’ 
succeeding John Hopkins, who has 


entered the United States Service 

at Camp Bowies, T< xas. 
Broadcasts are heard through 

TSN web daily. 

eames 

| Schenectady.—Carl Raymond, from 

WMAN, Mansfield, new mixer on 

|WGY, Schenectady, takes place of 

;Tommy Martin, gone to WIS, Co- 

lumbia, S. C. 


the 


New York City—Fred Mears after 
}a short stay with Mutual where he 
was Lester Gottlieb’s assistant after 
leaving NBC press is now with the 
| Naval Reserve Flight Training 


| Corps. 





————— 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Russell Pierce, of N. W. Ayer, points out that United, not American, Air- 
lines sponsors Boake Carter....Lois Lorraine, ex-CBS, now a lady praiser 
with Voices, Inc......Spencer Bentley, the radio juvenile, lives in a home 
in upper Manhattan that’s a museum of art.,..inherited through aunt, late 
Irene Bentley, widow of Henry B, Smith, one of ASCAP founding fathers 
...-Victor, bringing out a Raymond Paige record album, already is 
talking to him about a second and third....Kate Smith has been set by the 
William Morris office for a guest shot on the Libby-Owens series Dec. 29 
from Chicago. ...Maxine Keith, actress, script writer and dramatic teacher, 
doing ‘From Me to You,’ pop records and household hints series Mondays 
through Saturdays over WINS....Tom Slater producing and m.c. of ‘This 
is Ft. Dix’ series over WOR-Mutual, 

Phil Racin, formerly trumpet player with Gray Gordon, has joined Dick 
Ballou’s band at WHN....‘Campbell Playhouse’ goes to the Coast this week 
for Lionel Barrymore to do ‘Christmas Carol’....George Hicks and a mo- 
bile unit, with Lester O’Keefe producing, will do 13 weekly shows from 
army camps over NBC blue (WJZ) starting Friday (20)....Nellie Revell 
shifts from NBC blue to red (WEAF) Wednesdays starting Jan. 8. 

Herbert Hoover will receive the Pennsylvania Society medal and be 
principal speaker at the organization’s dinner Saturday (21), to be aired on 
WJZ....NBC will do a 60-minute dramatized ‘Headlines of 1940’ show 
over the red network Dec. 29....Fort Pearson, football expert, starts a 
five-weekly sports series on NBC red next week from Chicago... .‘Behind 
the Mike’ will move from 5:30 to 4:30 p.m. Sundays on NBC blue. 

Frank and Phoebe Russell came in from Washington for the Frank Mul- 
lens’ cocktail party Sunday (8)....Among many other guests were David 
Sarnoff, Niles Trammell, Frank Mason, Clay Morgan, Edward Lasker, Don 
Francisco, June Hynd, Alan Dinehart, Lloyd Egner, David Rosenblum, 
Irene Kuhn, Eugene Lyons, Orrin Dunlap, Horton Heath....Jack Lavin 
visiting at Paul Whiteman’s farm....Too much Chicago ‘education’ sent 
Walter Preston, Jr., of NBC, to bed for the weekend....Pedagogic exhaus- 
tion following rallies in New Orleans and Chicago in past week. 

Muriel Dickson, Met soprano, guested on ‘I Know What I Like’ last night 
(Tuesday) over WQXR....Helene Burton’ formerly a writer with Cue 
mag, Benton & Bowles and NBC, has joined the WOR press department, 
replacing Catherine Cunningham, who resigned to become secretary for 
Benedict Gimbel, Jr., president of WIP, Philly....Morey Amsterdam and 
Mabel Todd, of Mutual’s ‘Laugh and Swing Club,’ playing Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, and the Windsor, Bronx. 

WINS will carry the New York University intercollegiate debates Sun- 
day afternoons, with Maurice Dreicer moderator on the series....WHN 
will hold an orphans’ Christmas party in the studio Dec. 24, with staff 
members sharing Santa duties....Ted Sills will produce the Tommy 
Tucker show locally in New York for Tums. Show has been deferred 
until Jan, 8. It was supposed to unveil Dec. 18....deal set by Columbia 
Artists....Al Ferris, WHN engineer, left last week for duty with the naval 
communications reserves. 

McKee & Albright agency account for the Rudy Vallee program pub- 
licity bagged by Dave Albers of N. Y. and Irving Parker of L. A....Stan- 
ley Hubbard returning to St. Paul, leaving New York quiet again.... 
Warren Irwin on NBC blue Saturday night. 

Morey Amsterdam renewed ‘Laugh and Swing Club’ oh WOR-Mutual 
for another year, with a second year’s option....General Electric extend- 
ing ‘Where Are You From?’ to full Mutual network beginning Jan. 8.... 
Paul Stewart into the cast of ‘Gang Busters’ and also appearing on ‘Crime 
Doctor’....Starting Christmas Day, WQXR will have the same broadcast- 
ing schedule holidays as Sundays, instead of going off the air from noon 
to 3 p.m....Bill Fineshriber, new CBS music department head, back from 
Florida vacation. 

Gene King, formerly early-morning record player for WEVD, now calls 
himself Eugene King for his series over WOR, so he won't be confused 
with announcer Jean Paul King....Henry M. Neely, m.c. on ‘Song of Your 
Life,’ is also in. the casts of ‘Pepper Young,’ ‘By Kathleen Norris’ and 
‘Hilltop House’....Fred Mears, assistant to Lester Gottlieb on Mutual pub- 
licity, leaves Jan. 7 to join the naval air corps reserve....Mel Allen due 
back this week from vacation at his Alabama home. 

Gillette razor will sponsor the Sugar Bowl football game Jan. 1 over 
NEC blue (WJZ)....Wally Mason, formerly leader of ‘Prairie Serenaders’ 
over WINS, has joined the ‘Kidoodlers’ over NBC....Judy and Bill, his 
former ‘Serenaders’ partners, haven't decided on plans....Jill Esmond, 
Ralph Forbes and Burford Hampdon will be the leads on ‘The Citadel,’ 
next Wheatena Payhouse stanza starting Dec. 30. 

Desi Arnaz, legit and film actor, will do three 15-minute short-wave 





programs to South America via NBC during January....Bronx Choral 
society will sing Handel’s ‘Messiah’ Sunday (22) over WBNX....Al Helfer 
doing his own ‘Diary’ series via WOR Sunday mornings....Roger Bower 


has taken over the m.c. stint from Alois Havrilla on WOR-Mutual’s ‘Can 
You Top This?’....Jerry and Sky, hillbilly act formerly on WHEB, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., doing a series Sunday afternoons via WOV....Artie Jones 
and Dottie Conroy have teamed for a piano-singing series over WOV 
Saturday nights. 

Richard Morenus, of NBC’s writing staff, scripting ‘King Arthur, Jr.,’ 


juvenile serial....Spencer Bentley doing the fast-action narration on 
novelty news for Paramount newsreel....also in Paramount’s ‘World 
Aflame’ as typical radio announcer....Raymond Gram Swing being set to 


do news review of year for Pathe newsreel. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


During the production of ‘Escape’ at Met X h A Obole e« 
played, Norma Shearer toved with a yarn and Oboler’s perst hat 
was cut to her measure. Oboler finally won out on De 20 | 1d 
of ‘Everyman’s*Theatre’ the film star will have the stellar role. Obole1 
authored the tale, which is called ‘The Mirror’ and which Oboler will pro- 
cuce. Or did we forget to mention Oboler? Bill Stern in town for a 
Pair of football broadcasts....Don Gilman trained out for a week of NBC 
home office parleys....Horace Heidt airing his Pot o’ Gold program f1 
the Culver City studio where he’s making the picture of that name 


Edward G. Robinson hegiras east early next month for a few weeks of 
broadcasting ‘Big Town’ and to see what the show shops have to offer.... 
Benton & Bowles granted Mary Martin’s request to withdraw from Max- 
well House show. Mann Holiner is still trying to lure Frank Morgan back 
to the fold....Wayne Griffin, producer for Batton, Barton, Durstine & 


Osborne, voted presidency of Radio Producers Ass’n....Joe Bigelow back 
from New York for script duty on J. Walter Thompson shows... .Usual air |_ 
of mystery pervades Ward Wheelock's imminent visit....Weyland ‘Doc’ | 


Geissinger now with Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne....Art Rush 
Pressing pancakes of ‘Red Ryder’ for the agency turntables....J. Walter 
Thompson renewals last week included Gene Autry’s ‘Melody Ranch,’ 
Kraft, Lux and Chase & Sanborn. All principals retained... .Metro turned 
down another offer for ‘The Hardy Family,’ price undivulged. Last season 
it was up for sale for a mere $15,000 weekly. 

Arch Oboler got an option lift'on his ‘Everyman’s Theatre’ from Procter 
& Gamble....Anne Jamison auditioned half hour show at NBC with 
Gordon Jenkins’ orchestra....Dr. Harry Hagen does his ‘True or False’ 
Quizzer from here Dec. 23 arid the following week in Frisco....Vacation 
trip to Coast for ‘Ma Perkins’ cast called off....Betty Moran, kid sis of 
Lois, onetime film star, supplanted Martha O'Driscoll in the Irene Rich 


(Continued on page 36) 











4 


is 8% lower than the lowest nighttime hour 
rate offered by one 50,000 watt New York 


WOK nighttime hour rate 


station; 19% less than that offered by the 


second and 21% less than the third* 
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pact of 135,000 watts 
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' 
Mary Mason will join the cast of the ‘Henry Aldrich’ program for Gen- | 
eral Foods. Only hitch is that she is currently in the revival of ‘Charley's 
Aunt,’ at the Cort, N. Y. Her radio date would not only require the hold- 
ing of the curtain for the legit performance Thursday nights, but she 
would have to appear in her 1890 costume for the broadcast, which might 
distract the visual audience. 
Sponsor executives, Young & Rubicam officials and Richard Skinner, 
the legit producer, have okayed Miss Mason's appearance on the program 
tomorrow night, but subsequent dates may depend on how the initial one 


works out, Actress is also in the cast of the recorded ‘Betty and Bob’ 
program. 


While dickering recently for the one-time broadcast rights to an old 
legit musical comedy, J. Walter Thompson agency was informed by the 
literary agent that his writer principals had asked him to call the whole 
thing off because of the situation existing between radio and the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers. Writers involved are not 
members of the Society. 


Agent reported to Thompson that his principals had told him that they | 
preferred to have their material kept off the air until the ASCAP-radio | 
fight had been settled. 





Reported around the radio trade that the real buyer of WMCA, N. Y.. 
is Tommy (‘the Cork) Corcoran, ex-member of President Roosevelt’s inner 
advisory circle, and that Edward J. Noble, whose name is on the transfer 
papers submitted for approval to the Federal Communications Commission, 
will figure in but a minor capacity in the stock ownership. Corcoran re- 
signed from his Government connection last summer to work for the re- | 
election of Roosevelt through an indie voters’ setup. The stipulated sales 
price for WMCA is $850,000. 





— | 
Columbia missed out last Tuesday (10) in the pickup of a broadcast by 
the Duke of Windsor as he landed in Miami. CBS, it later developed, had | 


made a last minute scramble for the event but found that it couldn’t make 
the line connections in time. 


NBC had sent on William Hillman, staff corresponderit from New -York, 


for the event. | 
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In The Southland 


PHFSHFSHHFFHFFSFFOFOOOOOHOOOS 
Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 17. 

WIS, Columbia, S. C., went on NEC | 
red network Dec. 15. Power hiked to 
5,000 watts...Work starts soon on 
$50.000 power plant expansion for 
WSPA, Spartanburg...WSJS, Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C., from 1310 to 600 





frequency, new equipment installa- 
tions and directional antenna for 
nighteasting...Albany (Ga.) Daily 


Herald building new station, WALB | 
FCC has granted unlimited time 
broadcasting and 1230 to 1530 ke fre- 


|quency shift... WPTF, Raleigh, N. C., | 


goes to 50.000 watts and will show | 
civic pride film, ‘Raleigh Marches | 
On’...WAIR, Winston-Salem, changes 
frequency 1250 to 1310 ke, and ex- 
eands from daytime to unlimited | 


| time. 





RiTA RAY TO COAST 


For Al Pearce Appearance—D. V. 
Martin Goes Along 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
Rita Ray, local singer featured on 
KDKA and formerly with Gray Gor- 
don, has been picked for a one- 





|appearance shot on Al Pearce’s pro- 


gram from the Coast on Dec. 27. 
She’ll be accompanied to Hollywood 
by Darrell V. Martin, her personal 
manager. 

Trip is delaying debut of Martin’s | 
planned radio weekly, for which he | 
has been conducting a subscription 
campaign for several months. He 


|edited a local radio weekly once be- 


NBC is still working on the formulation of a group rate for the 14 sta- fore, but it folded in short order. | 


tions that it has recently gathered for the southeast leg of the blue net- | 
work. 


are to be made from the group rate in the event one or more of the sta- 
tions are not available. 


Columbia's ‘Invitation to Learning’ was kicked out of its Sunday after- | 
noon niche and had to take Tuesday at 10:15 to 10:45 as the only available 
spot. This puts it opposite the last 15 minutes of ‘Meet Mr. Weeks’ on the 
NBC blue. Public interest producers usually try to avoid this sort of 
conflict between intellectual appeal programs. 





_Elmer Davis averaged 24.3 daily listening and rated 47.6% of the na- 
tional] audience weekly on a statistical projection made as of Oct. 18 by 
C. E. Hooper. This was based on 2,000 personal interviews in 11 cities. 


Also showed that listeners heard Davis comment 3.6 times per week 
average. 
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An ornery angle that the web has still to solve is just what deductions | Watertown Starts Soon; 





Dinsdale Head Seller 


Watertown, N. Y., Dec. 17. 


Dinny Dinsdale, commercial man- 
ager, will handle’ production at 
WATN, which is slated to begin 
operation here next month. Kirby 
Ayres, station manager, will have 
charge of programs. G. Harry 
Righter is president of the outlet. 

Antenna is up and the studios and 
equipment are nearing complé¢tion. | 
Station will have 250 watts full time, | 
with a wave length of 1210 kc. 


Cut Military Platters 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

Indie station WWSW has com- 
pleted arrangements for series of 
programs about local draftees and 
their military activities at Camp 
Meade, Md., to begin shortly after 
first of year. Among those to be 
called for training are announcer 
Ray Schneider, first lieutenant in 
National Guard, and John Kinsel, of 
engineering department and a cor- 
poral ‘in Schneider’s unit. 

When they leave for Camp Meade 
in couple of weeks, Schneider and 
Kinsel will take with them special 
portable transcription equipment, | 








_which will be set up with special fa- 


cilities at the camp. They will then 
arrange and produce five quarter- 
hour programs each week and send 
the records on to WWSW for broad- 
casting. 

Shows will include interviews with 
Pittsburgh men at camp, news of 
camp life and activities, and actual 
‘on the scene’ pick-ups of training 
activities and maneuvers. 


WBEN’s Ft. Dix Discs 


Buffalo, Dec. 17. 
WBEN. which sent et. unit to Ft 
Dix, N. J., to follow one local regi- 
ment into training, is doing the same 
with another. Installed waxing outfit 

at Ft. McClellan, Ala., last week. 
Bill Mayhew, who is rejoining 
WBEN spieling staff from WIS, Co- 
lumbia, S. C., stopped off at camp 
for a few days to set up unit and in- 
struct an operator in its use. As at 
Ft. Dix, reporter assigned to camp 
by Buffalo Evening News, which 
owns station, will keep an eye on the 
canning set and round up local sol- 
diers for waxing sessions. 
Station will aiternate three Ft. Mc- 
Clellan platters a week with three 
from Ft. Dix. Running them off 





Alton Kastner’s WCNW Program 

Alton Kastner, of the NBC pub- | 
licity department, and Addison 
Amor, of the guest relations. staff, 
are regulars on a program over 
WCNW, Brooklyn. Amor is m.c. on 
the show daily, while Kastner ap- 
pears Wednesdays. 

Stanza is called ‘Swing-High Club.’ 
Last week Milt Roberts, 'egit and) 
radio director, was interviewed by | 
Kastner on the subject of ‘Swing and 
Television.’ 


McDonald Disputes Caldwell’s Facts 


Chicago. 





Editor, VARIETY: 


It isn't often that I protest statements which are made in the press 

but Dr. Caldwell’s radio calendar, published under the heading ‘Radio 
History in Capsules’ in your Nov. 27 issue, is a bit unfair to Zenith. 

Dr. Caldwell indicates the date of ‘push button tuning’ as 1937. The 
Zenith Radio Corp. introduced push button tuning in 1928, as is evi- 
denced by our old catalog of 1928, enclosed herewith. You will note 
in this catalog the statement ‘Just press the button, the automatic 
tuning device does all the work—’ etc. Our slogan in those days was 
‘Press the button—there is your station,’ of which I will send you any 
number of prints if you would like to have them for verification. 

Also, Dr. Caldwell indicates the year of the introduction of portables 
as 1939. I say that he indicates it as the year of introduction because 
in the case of short-wave, which he identifies as 1932, he indicates that 
short-wave was popularized in 1932, and I am in agreement with him 
although we introduced short-wave radio in 1925. 

Going back to his subject of portables as 1939, we introduced port- 
ables in 1924. 1 have in my office one of these portables which was 
built into a ladies’ overnight bag. It has loud speaker, dry battery 
tubes, A and B batteries, dial, volume control, built-in loop, and, as a 
matter of fact, everything which is in the modern portable, with the 
exception of superheterodyne circuit and the modern economical dry 
battery tube. 

I dislike very much to take issue with Dr. Caldwell, for whom I have 
the highest regard, but I believe that you should have the facts. 

E. F. McDonald, Jr. 

P. S. I will greatly appreciate your returning this 1928 catalog to me, 
as it is the only copy I have of this number. Many thanks for your 
cooperation. 





——~ | 


NEW BATAVIA STATION | WGN Enters FM Picture 


J. E. Corbett, Helen Neville Already 
Set for Staff 








Chicago, Dec. 17. 
First Chicago station to receive FM 
Batavia, N. Y., Dec. 17. authorization was WGN, which will 
New 250-watter, WBTA, to be run | start construction at once following 
by Batavia Broadcasting Corp., has, FCC okay recently. Transmitter 
set Jan. 1 as starting date. Work on| will be located on the 29ih floor of 
tower was started only recently, so the Tribune Tower, with the antenna 
that date is problematical. |mounted atop the new 90-foot flag- 
Outlet is 35 miles midway between | pole. 
Buffalo and Rochester and will serve} This will put the antennas 575 feet 
a largely-rural area that up to now | above the street level and 1,165 feet 
has been serviced by those cities. | above the mean sea level. 
New outfit has hired James E. Cor- | 
bett, ex-drama head of WBEN, Buf- 
falo, as program director, and Mrs.| g-—— 
Helen Growney Neville as director | iy 
of women's programs. 


WCAU, PHILADELPHIA’S | 
BONUS FOR DRAFTEES 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. | 

Dr. Leon Levy, prexy of WCAU, | 
announced last week that all em- | 
ployes of the station who were 
drafted or who volunteered would 
receive a sum ranging from four to | 
24 weeks, according to their length 
of service with the outlet. In addi- 
tion Dr. Levy guaranteed draftees 
that their jobs would be waiting for 
them upon their return from service. 


































Similar assurances were given this 
week to personnel of WPEN by 
Arthur Simon, station chief, and 
employes of WDAS, by their boss, 
Alexander W. Dannenbaum. 








Ath Engineers’ Conference 


Fourth Broadcast Engineering 
Conference is set to be held at Col- 
umbus under the auspices of Ohio 
State University on Feb, 10. It will 
be under the direction of Dr. W. L. 
Everift, professor of electrical en- | 
gineering specializing in communi- | 


cations instruction. | 


Speakers will include E. K. Jett) 
and A. D., of the FCC’s engineering 
staff. Subject of Frequency Modu- 
lation will be treated by Major Ed- 
win H. Armstrong and Harvey 
Fletcher, of the Bell Telephone Lab- 


oratories. 





PRESENTED BY 


OM 


Sponsors Ralph Grayson 


New Orleans, Dec. 17. 
Jackson Brewing Co. has been | 
signed by WWL for a new 13-week | TRADE-MARK 
contract calling for two shows a | 
week Entitled, ‘Enjoyment Time,’ | 


Every Sunday 
the show will use Ralph Grayson, * 
tenor, and a five-piece ensemble and (odure bia Network 


new guest star each week. | 


Grayson will also handle the nar- e 
ration with Frank Hennessy. doing | 4:30 P.M. E. S.T. 
the commercials, | COPYRIGHT 1946, THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 
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Don t Expect Them to Know 





Compton agency received a letter 
submitting an entry in a contest on 
agency’s accounts, 


Communication was forwarded by a Cincinnati sta- 
tion, to which a puzzled local post office had delivered It. 

Entire address on the envelope was as follows: ‘Care of the station 
to which you are listening, Cincinnati, Ohio.’ 


last week from a listener in Ohio, 
a program sponsored by one of the 











MIAMI (IN WINTER) 
IDEAL FOR WORK 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Dr. 1.Q. quiz program for Mars 
Candy, now airing from the Albee 
theatre in Cincinnati, will shift to 
the Olympia in Miami starting Jan. 
13, proving that Lew (1.Q.) Valentine 





FRANKFORT STATION-TO-BE 





Huddleston, Lowther, Roberts File 


In Kentucky 





Louisville, Dec. 17. 

Elam Huddleston, former state 
official and political figure, C. F. 
Lowther and L. C. Roberts of Louis- 
ville obtained a charter recently 





is no sucker in picking his spots. 
Will stick in Miami indefinitely, 


which means at least for the best | 


art of the season. Account is 
fandled through the Grant agency 
here. 
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Here’s a community that main- 
tains a regular place on the list 
of “high spot” cities of prosper- 
ity and business activity — that 
is located in the midst of one of 
the richest farming centers of 
America—that offers a respon- 
sive audience listening to WLOK 


from dawn to midnight. 


NOW OPEN 
FOR COMMERCIAL 
SPONSORSHIP: 


* 


NEWS BROADCASTS: 


WLOK’'s own 


room, using INS news, with Harry 


Direct from news- 


Jay as editor and commentator; 


SPORTS BROADCASTS: 


both of local events, and national 


sports commentary, handled by an 


expert and veteran staff; 


WOMEN’S PROGRAMS 
NOVELTY PRODUCTIONS 
HILL-BILLY SHOWS 


—Iin fact, a great and widely diversl- 
fied array of proved audlence-holders 
and business-getters for any adver- 


tiser, 


Here’s a marvelous opportuniiy for 


spot, national and network accounts 


to develop, at low cost, a tremen- 


dously valuable market. When you 


buy radio In northwestern Ohlo— 
« 


CHOOSE THE STATION 
THAT “HAS THEM 
BY THE EARS” 
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to build and operate a radio sta- 


{tion in Frankfort, the State Capitol, 
under the name of the Capitol City 
| Broadcasting Co. Now appeal to 
| FCC, 

| Concern was capitalized at $25,000 
| with a debt limit of $1,000,000 and its 
| charter included the right to operate 
| stations at any other place. 


ASPINWELL APPLIES 
SOME IDEAS AT KGKO 


Fort Worth, Dec. 17. 
Hugh M. Aspinwall, formerly of 
/KMOX, St. Louis, has been added 
to the staff of KGKO as farm pro- 
gram director and already the sta- 
tion’s early morning program set-up 
is bringing in increased rural mail. 
KGKO’s Dallas studio begins the 


day with 55 minutes of varied BMI 
music with light patter and a rural 











flavor injected by announcer Jack 
Thomas. 

Regular and farm news _inter- 
spersed with the music together 


with human interest stories about 
radio entertainers heard on the day- 
time and evening program, both na- 
tional and local. 


Th 9 ® ore 

WEEI’s Bins for Books 
4 hl b4 
In Boston Terminals 
Boston, Dec. 13. 

WEEI conducting Xmas Book Drive 
for benefit of hospitals and other in- 
stitutions. Large book bins placed 
at North and South train stations for 
commuters’ convenience. 

Broadcasts tie in. 


The Seattle Way 
Seattle, Dec. 17. 

Through its two-year-old 
Klock Klub,’ which hits the air over 
KIRO 6:15 to 7:15 a.m. Monday 
through Saturday, with Carrol Fos- 
ter, announcer, emceeing, station be- 
gan its annual Chi 
books which are distributed to 
pital shut-ins. 

Foster, who has been nicked ‘Ker- 
nel’ by his listeners, expects to best 
his last year Yuletide record of 2,000 
books by double this number. All 
books are sent to KIRO and distrib- 
uted by the station to charitable in- 
stitutions which place them. 


‘istmas drive for 


h =] 
nos- 


Philco’s Simplex Offer 
Sandusky, O., Dec. 17. 

Simplex Radio Co. stockholders 
will vote at a special meeting Dec 
26 on a plan approved by the board 
of directors, whereby the 
holders would share of 
Philco Radio Corp. common stock to 
take the place of cancelled Simplex 
common stock 

Under the proposed plan, the as- 
sets and business of the Simplex firm 
would be transferred to a successor 
company owned by Philco. 


receive a 





LIGHTNING’S KABC ENCORE 
San Antonio, Dec. 17. 
KABC 


has struck the 


several of the meters 
No one on staff 
time. 


injured either 





WDSU to 5,000 Watts 
New Orleans, Dec. 17. 
WDSU will start operating with 
5,000 watts on New Year’s Day. 
The station, located atop the Mon- 
teleone hotel, also plans extensive 
jremodeling of its studios. 


Scientific Thugs 





Detroit, Dec. 17. 

One of those portable radios 
came in handy for jewel thieves 
here. During the $140,000 rob- 
bery of Traub Brothers & Co.'s 
jewelry store the pair came in 
carrying one of the sets. They 
set it on the floor and tuned in 
on the short wave length to the 
Detroit police station, listening 


to hear if their job was being 
spotted. 
The robbery finished they 


walked out, leaving the set be- 
hind, still tuned in on the police. 


q 





‘Time | 


share- | 


Twice within two weeks lightning | 
transmitter ; 
building, both times causing the sta- | 
tion to go off the air and damaging 
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San Francisco.—Warehouse workers on KFRC's amateur hour revealed 





| in banter with m. c. Dean Maddox that he had no girl friend to whom 

to dedicate his song. Maddox. kiddingly suggested situation should be 
|remedied. Before 60-minute show ended, announcer Dave Schofield 
| handed gong-ringer note from chief telephone operator giving names and 
numbers of nine femmes plus fact that 68 others had called in. Novice 
yodeler still trying to talk his way out of that one. 





Minneapolis.—Station WCCO here had the mayors of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul issue proclamations last week designating Dec. 14 as ‘Married 
Folks’ Day’ as a plug for the Columbia network program, ‘Marriage Club,” 
which Haven MacQuarrie is broadcasting from here for the time being. 





WNEW DELIVERS! 


6 powerful reasons why: 


1. TWICE THE AUDIENCE of any other New York 
independent station. (Hooper-Holmes and other 
impartial surveys.) 2, THs Nation’s BiGGest MARKET. 
(The 50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. ONE-THIRD 
THE Cost of any New York network station. 4. RADIO'S 
OUTSTANDING PRroGRaAMS. (“Make Believe Ballroom” with 
Martin Block, ““Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
many others.) §. LocaL ADVERTISERS know WNEW 
moves most goods — fastest. 6. More COMMERCIAL TIME is 
bought on WNEW than on any 

other station in New York, 


WNEW 


NEW YORK 


3 $ 
SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 24 HOURS A DAY 


1000 WATTS BY 


e 1250 KILOCYCLES NIGHT 
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Small Gas Outfit (Dozen Pumps) 


On KMOX; May Open New Biz, 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 


The Site Oil Co., 


dozen gasoline filling stations in the | 


which operates a | 


} 


St. Louis area, has become a radio | 
time buyer over KMOX and this 
move is expected to open a new 


field of radio users in this neck of 
the woods. The indie operators have 
shied away from the audible form 
of advertising but the KMOX sales 
staff under the direction of Ken 
Church effected this first breach. 


There are several other retail dis- | 
tributors as big as the Site com- 


pany and it is expected they will 
meet the new competish with radio 


rograms of their own. 
Pp 


The new program, aired every 
Sunday between 12:45 and 1:00 p.m., 
features semi-classical and musical 
comedy song hits and uses two wide- 


ly known St. Louis warblers, Jerry | 


Newman and Helen Wright, both of 
whom recently returned from a sea- 
son with the International Opera 
Co. in Havana. 


Dent. Store’s 6th Year 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 


H. C. Capwell Co., owner of the 
largest department store in adjacent 
Oakland, has just renewed for an- 
other year its two juve shows over 
KROW, Oakland. Extended contract 
will make six years that the firm | 
has sponsored programs over KROW. 


Two shows are the five-weekly 
‘Johnny Jump Up’ strip and the Sat- 
urday morning ‘Hobby Parade.’ 
Compeny also participates in the | 
‘Question Air’ series originating in 
the store’s music department, oper- | 
eted as a concession by Sherman 
Clay & Co. Capwell also owns the 
Emporium in San Francisco. 














KFBI 


THE PIONEER VOICE OF KANSAS 
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Now It’s ‘Skull Busters’ 


Lorillard tobacco starts a quiz 
show, ‘Lawyer Q—Skull Busters,’ 
locally over WOR, New York, Jan. 
7. It will be spotted at 7:15-7:30 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, with 
Al Helfer as m.c. Program will have 
legal angle, with a cash giveaway. 


Product will be Friends and/or | washington State Apples. 


Briggs tobacco. Lennen & Mitchell 


is the agency. 





Move to Make WFIL 
An All-Lit Property 





Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WFIL 
prexy, has filed application with the 


| Federal Communications Commission 








| bers who represented the S & C in-| 
| terests. 


for approval of a contract which 
would make Lit Brothers Store sole 
owner of the station. Under terms of 
the deal Lit Brothers would take 
over the entire interest of the Straw- 
bridge and Clothier Department store 
in the station. WFIL was formed 
six years ago by the consolidation of 


WFI, owned by Strawbridge and 
Clothier, and WLIT, operated by 
Lit’s. 


When the contract is okayed, the 
studios of WFIL will stay at their 
present location, Rosenbaum said. 
‘There will be no change of person- 
nel except for the resignation from | 
the board of directors of those mem- 


Rosenbaum will continue as 
| president and Roger W. Clipp as gen- 
|eral manager of the station. The 
| operation of the station will be en- 
\tirely independent of the Lit Broth- 
lers store, Rosenbaum said. 





WCOP, Boston, Prepares 
For Its New Status 


Boston, Dec. 17. 


WCOP has purchased 12 acres of 
land adjacent to present transmitter | 
at Brighton, and will tear > an 
present buildings of rer gn 
Driving Club to make way for three 
|new towers, complete new ground 
system and directed beam at night. 
Chief engineer Whitman N. Hall in 
charge of work with acting manager 


Announcing and technical staffs 
will be enlarged shortly with view 
of operating full time by March 1, 
6 am. to 1 am., since permission 
| was granted Nov. 25. Wattage re- 
mains same at 500. 

A survey will be conducted on di- 





;rectional beam to reach greatest 
| listening audience in Greater Bos- 
ton area. 





WCAU’s FM License 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Authority for the construction of 
ithe first Frequency Modulation 
broadcast transmitter in the Philly 
area was granted to WCAU 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission. The transmitter, ex- 
pected be completed within the 
next three months, will cost $100,000. 
according to Leon Levy, 
prexy. 

WFIL has also filed for FM. 





to 




















choose between 
of raising other 


DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE’S 


STARRI .« 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women’ of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
love and the career 


women’s children. 





Directicn 





EENTON & BOWLES, 


WABC-CBS—4:30-4:45 A.M., EST 
78 Siations Coast-to-Coast 


Inc. 


Management FD WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 





| CINCY BEAMING 





All Units on Upbeat—Dept. Store 


Airs Employees’ Carols 








Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 

Late bids to magnet Noel shoppers 
stirred up gains in all branches of | 
time sales last week. 

Mabley ‘and Carew, department | 
took 10 minutes daily on 
WKRC’s woman hour for caroling by 
the firm’s group of employee war- | 
blers. This station also added spot 
announcement biz for the Tresler | 


fore 
svuore, 


Oil Company, Citizens Motor Car | 
Company (Packard dealer), Queen | 
City Oil Company, all local, and 


| Dec. 14 Compared to Dec. 7 | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,835 10,533 6,866 24,234 
6,520 10,486 6,810 23,816 

+4.8% +0.4% +0.8°% +1.8% 


(Included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 


Milwaukee Is 
Hopeful About 
The Big Stores 


Milwaukee, Dec. 17. 











Ashley L. Robinson, formerly AC | 
countant, who replaced Gerard H. 
Slattery, resigned. 


WCALU | 


WTMJ for the past 10 years has 
i had a pre-Christmas program called | 
| ‘Billie, the Brownie’ for the Ed 
| Schuster department stores, and for 
| the past two years WISN has had a 
—— show called ‘Gimbie and 
Ellie’ for Gimbel Bros. WEMP has 
now joined the department store 


j; announcer... 





From The Production Centres 


FHPFFH++SSS++ooos Continued from page 33>44444444444444044 


serial, ‘Dear John’....Civic consciousness overwhelmed Jim Jordan (Fib- 
ber McGee) to such a degree that he accepted presidency of Encino 

Chamber of Commerce. Also smitten was Dick Powell, last week in- 
ducted into Los Angeles Junior C of C....Van Newkirk, Don Lee pro- 
| gram chief, flies east Jan. 3 for meeting ‘of Mutual net coordinators. 


| ‘Big Town’ studio audience gave out with a ‘Happy Birthday’ to Edward 


G. Robinson at last week’s broadcast....Sensation ciggies takes its two 
quiz shows over to CBS Coast network early next month... .Jean Hersholt 
heads for New York Dec. 20 for three weeks of gallivantin’ in the big 
town....Don Lee gang on the move next week to their new quarters in 
Hollywood. Housewarming takes on a dual observance as Coast chain 
chalks up its ninth year of televising over W6XAO....John Barrymore 
keeps his profile on Rudy Vallee’s Sealtest program for another 13 weeks 

..Ernie Alexander, film bit actor, picked as boy friend of Brenda and 
Cobina on Bob Hope’s show after weeks of auditioning....Sybil Chism 
pumping the organ for Bill Stern’s ‘Sport Newsreel’ for the period of his 
Coast stay over the holidays....M. Sayle Taylor now has a 14-station 
hookup on NBC for his ‘Voice of Experience.’ Six transmitters in the 
Rockies added....NBC page, Nathan Scott, dashed off a ditty for his part- 
namesake, John Scott Trotter. It’s called ‘The John Scotter Trot’ and 
breaks out on Kraft Music Hall. 


IN CHICAGO 


Marvin Mueller and Bobby Bailey added to cast of ‘Scattergood Baines,’ 
Ginger Jones and Bobbie Deane to ‘Woman in White,’ Bill Rose and Gail 
Henshaw to ‘Road to Life’... .Evelyn Ovefstake, for some time on WLS as 
the ‘Melody Maid,’ has been transferred to the Prairie Farmer sister sta- 
tion, KOY in Phoenix, Ariz....Harold Safford, WLS program director, 
lectured before the Austin Masonic group on ‘Radio Production’....New 
on ‘Girl Alone’ are Joe Rockholt and Hugh Rowlands....Joe Ainley, indie 
producer of ‘First Nighter’ and ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ shows, in the 
hosp recouping from bronchial pneumonia siege....Eloise Kummer, Bill 
Bouchey and John Hodiak now with ‘Helen Trent’ show....John Harring- 
ton, Columbia-WBBM sports spieler, will again do the narration for the 
American League’s annual baseball film. 


Quin Ryan starts his 18th year in radio this week. He started in 1923 
writing a weekly show for WMAQ, comprising acts playing the Balaban 
& Katz Chicago, and joined WGN in 1924 as program director and sports 
.Ted McMurray takes over the production job on ‘Tom Mix 
Straight Shooters’ strip following switch of Clarence Menser to New York 
as NBC national production director....Elmira Roessler and Reese Taylor 
added to cast of ‘Scattergood Baines’....Eloise Kummer, radio trouper, 
lectured on ‘Children’s Radio’ subject before education class at North- 
western university last week. 





| Yuletide pluggers with a daily radio 
serial called ‘The Cinnamon Bear’ 
for the Boston Store, so all three 
local stations are now providing late | 
| afternoon kid shows every day, each | 
|of 15 minutes duration—WEMP at 
| 4:30 p.m., WTMJ at 5 p.m. and WISN | 


;at 6 p.m. 
Station execs hope the toytown | 
boosts will convince the sponsors 


that additional appropriaticns for 
radio throughout the year will be | 
profitable. 


KSL’S GALA MORMON 





PROGRAMS FOR XMAS 





Dec. 17. 


| Shooters 
|}and Maurice Cliffer to ‘Arnold Grimm's Daughter’ 


Leo Curley and Patricia Dunlap added to the cast of ‘Tom Mix Straight 
, Betty Jeffries and Karl Weber to ‘Bud Barton,’ Henry Hunter 
..Forest Lewis with 
the ‘Stepmother’ show....Jack McCormick handling the spieler assign- 
|} ment on ‘Design for Happiness’ show.... Janet Logan and John Foster, 
Chicago radio troupers, will be guest-interviewed on the Rosemary Wayne 
| program on WJJD this week. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Russ Morgan, airing from the Palace hotel, will be heard in the east on 
the Red at midnight Tuesdays and at same time on Blue Saturdays.... 
KPO goes la-de-da Thursdays with Frisco Chronicle sassiety ed, Mildred 


Brown Robbins, and Ruth Dunbar Burke, Junior Leaguer, handling new 
‘Social Whirl’ series....Dick Bertrandias producing....Ira Blue assigned 


to new NBC Coast weather service billed as ‘Let’s Go to the Snow,’ 
to ski fans....Joseph Arnone in from New York on NBC building job.... 
Rudy Vallee, Fannie Brice and ‘Daddy’ Stafford top the talent list being 
rounded up by Thor Smith and Bob Hall for Frisco Call-Bulletin’s annual 
Christmas party in Civic Auditorium Dec. 23. NBC is cooperating. Affair 


suide 





Salt Lake City, 
KSL has most intensive Christ- 
ia choral service originating 
| Mormon tabernacle. Combed from | 
12 different churches in the city, the | 
| choir is composed of over 600 voices, | 
finishes a series of 30-minute 


| and 
programs entitled ‘Your Hymns and 


Mine.’ From there, KSL goes into a | 
variety of Christmas programs in- 
cluding carolers, plays, Capella 
choruses, organ recitals and other 


special features. 
Christmas day will find KSL lean- 


four shows with live talent and vari- 
ous angles of civic interest. First 
| of the evening will be the broadcast 
of the lighting of the ‘Star of Beth- 
lehem’ on the Hotel Utah to an- 
nounce that every child in Salt Lake 





| J. Clarence 
|} Mas programming in its history with | 


in the | 
| 


| Tommy Harris figure their 


ing more heavily on the netwofk | 
produced shows but their big in- 
nings will be Christmas eve, with 


pulled 25,000 people last year. 

Meyers, for past several years a KYA newscaster, has been 
named head of station’s new publicity and promotion department....Dude 
Martin’s orchestra of KYA added to talent donating services for Call- 
Bulletin’s Xmas show headed by Rudy Vallee and Fannie Brice....Art 
Linkletter of Roma Wine’s ‘What Do You Think?’ finds radio profitable.... 
has just purchased himself a couple of apartment houses.... Herb Caen, 
Chronicle columnist, getting intensive vocal workout from Coach Robert 
Graham Paris in behalf of his NBC beer show....Jack Kirkwood and 
KFRC-Don Lee Breakfast Club is a success.... 
| Other shows now lifting their gags....John B. Hughes, newscaster, back 
| from Hollywood where he played himself in Capra’s ‘Meet John Doe’.... 
| KYA gang threw a bachelor dinner for Don Billings, turf commentator, 
with everyone present but Billings....who was bedded by flu a few hours 
earlie .Roland Drayer, NBC tenor, replaced orchestra leader Don 
Mulford, latter being called to active Army service. 
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Forbes Vice Brophy 


Hollywood, Dec. 
William E. Forbes 








17. 
has succeeded 





City has been taken care of by a 


‘Santa.’ This finishes a month of in- 
tensive promotion of a ‘Sub for 
Santa’ campaign conducted by the 
Salt Lake Tribune-Telegram 

Entire Christmas promotion at 
|KSL is under Glenn C. Shaw, pro- 
|duction manager, with the excep- 
tion of ‘Your Hymns and Mine,’ 


which has been done by Ted Kimball 
and Harry Clarke. 


Fitz Combs His Whiskers | == 


Detroit, Dec. 17. 

Leo Fitzpatrick, general manager 
of WJR here, takes the biggest load 
off parents when the Christmas sea- 
son rolls around. Two of his staff. 
Miss Jeanette Beaupre and Mrs. Ali- 
son Tennant interview all parents 
on the studio staff and find out what 
their kids want most. At the present 
time one large room at the studio 
overflows with such items as bi- 
cycles, doll houses, expensive build- 
, ing sets, etc., even including a riding 
habit one youngster wanted. 

On Dec. 23 he throws the party for 
the children — 80 this year — with | 
films. lunch and even nurses there | 
to take charge of the offspring so 
their mothers can attend another | 








} 


party being given for them 


|} Murry Brophy as_ general man- HUGH—PH YLLIS—J0-JEAN—RALPH 
ager of Columbia Management of °F 

. ? : at d 

| California. He turns over his ee : 
post as national sales service con- “TEXACO STAR THEATRE | 
| tact for CBS on the Coast to Hal CBS—WEDNESDAYS 
Hudson, one time continuity editor 9 

’ . 3 ; to 10 P.M., EST 

at WBBM, Chicago. Forbes, with Vocal Arrangements and Direction 
Columbia for the past four years, 


By HUGH MARTIN 


oreviously ws t é é 
! yUsly was on the sales staff of FRED STEELE 


the Don Lee network and KMPC. 
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New York City 
COlumbus 56-2142 | 


Ill health forced Brophy to the 











Sovert for. for a long convalescence, oe 





(When Buses Need conics — 
~~ WBNS 


TELLS THEM 

















Se 

















. Central Ohio's 


WBNS. 


Only CBS Outlet 


NY es RN 2 SE, _— 


| 








A RRR, = 


Sa es <A 


ee ee 


Wednesday, December 18, 


1940 


VARIETY 


RADIO MARKETS 


37 





-_- 


Local Units Zoom 19.7% inLA; 
Cluett, Peabody Renews on KNX 








Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 


Local units churned up a nice 
spurt through the week, but the 
others rallied only enough to hold off 
the big red raider. New biz picked 
up appreciably, with KNX crowing 
loudest for the 52-week renewal of 
Cluett, Peabody’s ‘What’s New in the 
Stores Today.’ Columbia key station 
also cut in on KFI-KECA, landing a 
$5,500 contract with Zeeman Clothing 
Co. for participation in late evening 
newscast. Outfit’s weekly advertis- 
ing budget of $500 is earmarked all 
the way for radio. 


KNX: First Federal Savings & 
Loan, 13 quarter-hour newscasts, 
‘Bob Garred Reporting,’ through The 
Mayers Co.; Basic Foods, Inc., 65 five- 
minute programs, through Elucidator 
Publications; Modern Foods, 39 par- 
ticipations in ‘Sunrise Salute,’ 
through W. C. Jeffries; Ronson Light- 
ers, 10 transcribed announcements, 
through Cecil & Presbrey. 


KHJ: Dr. John Matthews, 52 half- 
hour broadcasts, through Tom West- 
wood; Midnight Mission, four quar- 
ter-hour programs, through Glasser 
agency; Brooks Clothing, six spots, 
through Stodel agency. 

KFI: Remington-Rand (electric 
shaver), 13 announcements, through 
Leeford agency; John Morrell (E-Z 
Serve Loaves), 65 participations in 
Agnes White’s ‘California Home,’ 
through Henri, Hurst & McDonald; 
Maryland Pharmaceutical, 22 an- 
nouncements, through Joseph Katz. 

KECA: William C. Baker Soy Bean 
Bread, 13 quarter-hour broadcasts of 
‘Family Doctor,’ direct; Zeeman 
Clothing, 22 quarter-hour broadcasts 
of ‘Cabbages and Kings,’ through 
T.ockwood-Shackelford; Amber Lion 
Hair Tonic, 24 participations in Art 
Baker’s ‘Notebook,’ through Charles | 
Mayne; Sweetheart Soap, 39 quarter- | 
hour newscasts, through Franklin 
Bruck. 

KFWB: Furmbiit Clothes, 26 an- 
nouncements, through The Mayers 
Co.; Mission Pak, 14 announcements, | 
through Dana Jones; May Co.,, 15 | 
spots, through Milton Weinberg; | 
Felix Chevrolet, 18 announcements, | 
through The Mayers Co. 

f Dec. 14 Compared to Dec. , | 
Network Local National Total | 





Units Units Spot Units Units | 
12,389 10317 2,335 25,041 | 
12,424 8,621 2,272 23,317 | 
—0.3% +19.7%  +428% +7.4% | 


(Inciuded: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
KNX) 


VARIED XMAS PLUGS 
POISE DETROIT UNITS 


Detroit, Dec. 17. 
Business here continued to mark 
time last week, although the loss of 
some spot business, going off during 
the Christmas competition, was more 
than compensated by sales in the 
seasonal field. 





The neat balance was preserved 
for those accounts going off the air 
until renewals after the first of the 
year by their replacement with such 
added Christmas business as Chrys- 
ler’s Dodge and Plymouth accounts, 
Remington Rand’s plugging of type- 
writers, and plentiful business from 
retailers, including a heavy schedule 
spread out through the stations by 
department stores and jewelers. 
| Dec. 14 Compared to Dec. 7 | 
Network Local 


sw National Total 
Units Units. Spot Units Units 
9,375 11,952 4.825 26,152 
9,392 11,948 4.733 26,073 
—0.2% wi +19% +-0.3% 
* No change. 
(included: CKLW, WJBK,. WJR, WMBC, 


WWJ, WNYZ) 





Parr Soap’s Interviews 
In Naborhood Stores 


Spokane, Dec. 17. | 
‘Meet the Missus’ on KHQ, locally | 
Produced and written, for a national | 
account (Parr Soap) with a new 
trend of appeal to each locality. 
Handled through the office of To- 
maschke & Elliot of Oakland. 
Portable recording equipment used 
at neighborhood stores, customers 
answering questions, and receiving | 
grocery orders, in the morning, and 
Put on the air in the afternoon. 
Three quarter-hour periods weekly. 
New for the Coast, and well received 
here, | 


| Professional 
| game for Gillette Safety Razor Co.; 


| Grinstead; 


SEATTLE UNITS OFF 


Web Figure Only Gainer—Total Biz 
Drops 0.6% 








Seattle, Dec. 17. 
The Seattle story lacks color this 
time, with web units the sole gainer. 
Total biz was off 0.6%. 


| Dec. 14 Compared to Dec. 7 | 











Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units | 
5,830 10,256 761 16,847 | 
5,805 10,356 780 16,941 

+0.4% —1% --—24% —0.6% 

(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


Washington Cooperative Egg & 
Poultry Association, largest of kind 
on Coast, has spread its Northwest 
coverage with a week-daily quarter 
hour show, ‘The Musical Handy 
Man.’ Already sponsoring a daily 
morning news strip over KJR, co-op 
now presenting songs, household 
hints and patter by Eddie Lee over 
KOMO. ‘Musical Handy Man’ was 
an act at the New York World’s Fair 
this summer. 


SANTA OKE TO 
SAN ANTONIO 


San Antonio, Dec. 17. 


With Christmas biz in full swing, 
totals have taken an upward turn 
after last week’s downfall. One sta- 
tion reports that never in its exist- 
ence has it read spot announcements 
on its Sunday morning programs, 
but with this year’s added accounts 
has found it necessary to utilize this 
period. 

KABC units dropped 











last week 


when the station was forced off the | Entertainment House, W. W. Hamil- 
air due to a bolt of lightning strik-|ton Jewelry Co., 


ing the transmitter. 


City is in the midst of a campaign | facturing Co. 


for and against the city manager | 
plan of government, 
revenue going to all] stations. 
Charles Balthrope, assistant man- | 
ager of KTSA, made a business trip 
to Houston, Fort Worth and Dallas. 


KABC: Through Mutual network, 
Championship football 


National Wine Stores, sponsorship of 
the main event of the weekly boxing | 


| Show here; Martin Neal Motor = ae 
Ameri- | 


announcements on the new 
car; First Federal Savings & Loan 
Association, five-minute transcribed 
‘Human Interest’ stories, Monday 
through Friday via Coukter-Mueller- 
Dairyland Creamery, | 
three spot announcements per weck. 

KONO: Maverick-Clark Co., spot | 
announcements; Jiffy Ice Stores, 
quarter-hour studio program, 
per week. 

KMAC: Additional 30 minutes for | 
the Aztec Furniture Co. Amateur 
Hour which is holding its ‘Blue Rib- 
bon Hour’ to determine the winners. 


| Will run for the full hour the next 


three weeks. 

WOAI: Joske Music Center, one 
announcement per week, through 
the United Agency; Stewart Title 
Co., two announcements per week 
for four weeks, direct; Tower Cafe, 
two 100-word announcements per 
week for 52 weeks; The Clegg Co., 


one announcement per week, direct; 
Sears, Roebuck, three announce- 
ments; Metropolitan Opera Co., 


broadcasts on the NBC 
the Texas Co., 


network fo! 
through Buchanan & 


Co.; Medical Specialties Co., for 
Vitalax, three announcements per 
week; renewal of three quarter- 


hours per week on the Texas Quality 
Network for Imperial Sugar Co., 


| through Tracy-Locke, Dawson. 





Dec. 14 Compared to Dec. 7 | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,365 8,943 1,365 16,673 
6,742 8,828 1,267 16,837 

—5.6% +1.3% 47.7% —1% 
(Included:  WHN, WMCA, WNEW 

WQNXR) 

(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA 

WOAD 





Xmas Carols Sold 


‘Denver Civic Assn. 


‘Programs are broadcast from the 


Dentist Sponsors Hillbillie| 


Spokane, Dec. 17. 

Dr. David Cowen, owner and man- 
ager of the Peerless Dentists, has 
just signed with KHQ for a series of 
night-time half-hour shows, the 
‘Rambling Troubadors,’ with a cast 
of seven hillbilly musicians. 

Show will be aired Sunday even- 
ings. 





Air Try Blossoms 
Into Yr. on KFEL 











Denver, Dec. 17. 
The South Denver Civic Associa- 


Units tion renewed their six-a-week quar- 


ter-hours over KFEL, extending a 
month’s trial to a full-year contract. 


South Broadway shopping center in 
front of member stores and are built 
around a question-and-answer wheel 
game, originated by the Ted Levy 
agency of Denver. Merchandise or- 
ders are prizes—50 cents to $25 for 
one answer. 

The big sale on KLZ was 195 quar- | 
ter-hour newscasts, five a week, to 
National Biscuit Co., and KOA start- 
ed a new program, ‘30 Seconds to Go,’ 
one a week for 40 weeks, for the Bay 
Petroleum. 

KFEL: South Denver Civie Asso- 
ciation, through Ted Levy agency, 
six quarter-hours weekly, 11 months; 
Rocky Mountain Beverage, through 
Russell Comer, the ‘Jimmy Allen’ 
program, five quarter-hours weekly, 
six months; Rudolph Shoe Co., eight 
spots; U. S. Drug, through Max Gold- 
berg, two announcements daily, one 
year, and three weekly, two months; 
Home Public Market, through Ted 
Levy, three five-minutes weekly, to 
Christmas; Cramer’s Foot Comfort, 
through Ted Levy, three five-minutes 
weekly, one year; National Fuel Co., 
through Wooley & Hunter, one news- 
cast weekly, three months; announce- | 
ments to A-One Cleaners, Hall Motor 
Freight Co., L. Muller’s Cleaners, 
Pike’s Peak Fuel Co., C. & D. Co., 
Dale’s Service Station, Jewel Music 
Store and Studio, D. U. Service Sta- | 
tion, Chapin Lumber Co., Eldridge 





| 


| 


Kamp Furniture | 
Co., and Atlas Leather Goods Manu- | 


KOA: Bay Petroleum Co., through | 


with added| Raymond Keane, 40 quarter-hours, 


‘30 Seconds to Go’; Martin Bros., | 
through Raymond Keane, 14 an-| 
nouncements; Dwarfies Corp., through | 


Buchanan Bros., 25 announcements; | 


| Kortz Jewelry Co., through Raymond | 


Keane- 21 announcements. 


| Dec. 14 Compared to Dec. 7 | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8.270 4.454 1,523 14,247 
8,220 4,462 1.571 14,253 

+ 0.6% —0.2% —3.1% * 
*No change. 

(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


All Units Of in N. 


Y.; Foreign 


Anns for Adam Hats on WBNX 





» 


DES MOINES QUIET 


Local, National Spot Still Off—Totai 
Gains Slightly | 


| 
| 








Des Moines, Dec. 17. 

Biz continues its snail pace in Des) 

Moines, the only action amounting to | 

contributions via the webs. Local | 

and national spot perked up a bit, | 

but not enough to shake off that 
minus sign. 





| Dec. 14 Compared to Dec. 7 | | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,310 3,203 3,166 14.679 | 
8,100 3,228 3,215 14,543 

+2.6% —-08%  —1.5% +0.9% 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


BLURBS HELP 
CHI FIGURES 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Announcements continue to supply | 
the bulk of additional business 
around the stations at this time. Most 
of the shows are seasonal contracts, 
but the stations are picking up con- 
siderable gravy in short series of 
station-break and one-minute plugs. 

WGN: George DeMet Co., station- 
break announcement six times week- 
ly, through McJunkin agency; Wash- 
ington State Apple Assn., one-min- 
ute announcement, five times weekly, 
through J. Walter Thompson; Bond | 
Clothes, extension of Quinn Ryan 
nightly news period to 15 minutes, | 
through Neff-Rogow. 

WBBM: Agfa Ansco, 15 minutes 
weekly, through Young & Rubicam; 
Walgreen Co., special series of time 
signals, 35 announcements. weekly, 
through Schwimmer & Scott; Andes | 
Candies, special Christmas series of | 
time signals, through McJunkin 
agency. 

WIND: Joy Candy Shops, special | 
Christmas series of 50-word an-| 
nouncements, through Maicolm- | 
Howard agency; Newart Co., 20 an- 
nouncements weekly until further | 
notice, through Malcolm-Howard; 
Albert Laundry, 11 announcements 
weekly, through Malcolm-Howard. 











| Dec. 14 Compared to Dec. 7 

Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,885 6,201 11,111 27,167 
9,825 6,120 11,088 27,033 

+0.3% +1.3% +0.2% + 9.5% 

(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 

WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


Active National Spot Accounts 


Market 


onc| (According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio 


Cities’ ) 


Account Agency Time Purchases 
MON COUN oink cc videsscvwses Neff-Rogow ...............Announcements 
Calavo Growers of Am. ........ HOTE: GE EMOMIG 6 iis ccb cco cc te ccn nc ct 
Campbell Cereal (Malto-Meal)..H. W. Kastor................ .. Spots 
Chrysler Corp. (Plymouth).....J. Stirling Getchell...... Announcements 
CC Oe cae enemet eee ke bass Ree NS ond Cae brhvplnle wo BKC de %4 Hours 
Compagnie Parisienne ......... Northwest Radio ..5-Min. 
Dodge Motors .................. RUthrauff & Ryan rat .. Spots 
OE tS ee er Jos. Katz ....- Announcements 
toemerel Cigar Ce....cccoccscsses Federal Adv Saale tere iow taeal g ’y Hours 
Marlin Razor Blades........... Craven & Hedrick........Announcement: 
PEOHRTCH COMSS ...6cctsececes W. B. Ross vieets Participation: 
Morton Salt Klau-Van Pietersom-Dunlap 

Announcements 
North American Accident Ins... Franklin Bruck Spo 
PP & G (Oxyd!) 2.00660 ... Blackett-Sample-Hummert 14 Hor 
Pree MNES got siya ce ewkood 6 ose <> Tomaschke-Elliott ..........Participation 
PUEIMINECON RONG. .cccccccusenss Leeford Adv eee eee ee eer ee Spots 
ID RE core eis drs tg ¥ gins wd G08 Cesena Gt ASSOCE. 5. ccc scce .. Spots 
Jacob Ruppert Brewery ....Ruthrauff & Ryan .. Announcement: 
Salerno-Megowen Biscuit Co....Schwimmer & Scott........Station Breaks 
Southern Pacific RR ........... LOrd @ ZAGMAB: ...6sscesicses <0 Bours 
Wesson Oil & Snowdrift....... FieMOreia BAY; ..sicsscvies. Time Signals 
S. W. Woolworth ............ JS SOG boss kavasanes Announcements 


(E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. (BBD&O) was erroneously reported in 


the Oct. 30 issue as placing half-hour spot programs. 


currently using chain breaks.) 


The company is 








DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING. RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 





| Store City Time Purchases 

Buffalo, Dec. 17. Isaac Benesch vept. Store...... MRE 65.445046055065 + ....- Spots 

Half-hour before midnight on Campbell Dept. Store..........Los Angeles .............. Announcements 
WBEN Christmas Eve has been Hub Dept. Store......... verre NE <5 Nan eeanesskonsie heen Spots 
ticketed by Wm. Hengerer, depart- May Co. Dept. Store.... . Denver heeenee Spot 
ment store, for carols Solo-Serve Dept. Store joes Gt PRROMIO 6 i deneed odds Announcement 
Just before midnight mass. | Wolff & Marx Dept. Store matt ARCOM. 10cc08cee nes Announcement 


| tional 


With the exception of the network 
figure, which remains unchanged, all 
Gotham units fell back from the pre- 
vious week’s ratings. National spot 
managed to remain above the line, 
but shed nearly eight percent on the 
way down, 

WBNX: Adam Hats, 24 one-minute 
spots weekly in Polish, Spanish, 
Italian and Jewish; Fairmount Bute 
ter, through Joshua Epsiein agency, 
‘Sunshine Girls,’ 15 minutes, twice 
weekly; Banco De Napoli Trust Co., 
10-minute periods, six times weekly; 
Mt. Carmel Wine, six five-minute 


/morning periods; Public Service Op- 


tical Co., six 15-minute periods 
weekly, Italian dramatic serial, and 
six five-minute INS news periods in 
Italian; Stanbach Headache Powders, 
through Klinger Advertising, six 
one-minute spots weekly in Spanish; 
Garcia Wines, six one-minute spots 
weekly in Spanish and 12 one-minute 
spots weekly in Spanish and Italian. 

WHN: The Newspaper PM, Inc., 
through Compton Advertising, 144 
spot announcements; Jests, Inc., 
through Joseph Katz, renewal for 17 
weeks, spot announcements; Flemex 
Cough Remedy, through Klinger Ad- 
vertising, spot announcements, 13 
weeks; Lever Bros., through Young 
& Rubicam, one-minute — station- 
break announcements, 48-week con- 
tract. 

WINS: The Charles Marchand Co., 
through M. H. Hackett, 70 half-min- 
ute annowncements weekly, 52 weeks; 
Rickhey’s (restaurant), through Lew 
King agency, two one-minute an- 
nouncements daily except Sunday, 13 
weeks, 

WMCA: Davega-City Radio, Inc., 
through Moser & Cotins, 12 addi- 
announcements; Vitex Hair 
Institute, through Gotham Advertis- 
ing, three 10-minute news periods 
weekly, 13 weeks; Hollywood Memo- 
rial Park, through Scheck Advere- 
tising agency, two 15-minute periods 
weekly, 13-week contract; Flemex 


| Cough Remedy, through Klinger Ad- 


vertising, 35 announcements weekly, 
13-week contract; Crawford Clothes, 
through Al Paul Lefton, 30 an- 
nouncements weekly, 52-week con- 
tract; Postal Telegraph, through The 
Biow Co., 14 announcements; Mell- 
quist Reducing and Cosmetic Salons, 
Inc., through The Bumfred Advertis- 
ing Co., participation in Ida Bailey 
Allen’s ‘Homemakers,’ 52 weeks. 
WNEW: General Briar Pipe Co., 


| through Arthur Rosenberg Advertis- 


ing, 15 minutes on ‘Dance: Parade,’ 
one week: Edwin A. Kirch & Co, 
through Albert E. Hebert agency, re- 
newal, 15 minutes of recorded music, 
five times weekly, 13 weeks; United 
Radio & Television Institute, direct, 
16 10-minute periods for eight days; 
Davega-City Radio, Inc., through 
Moser & Cotins, 49 announcements, 
one week. 


Dec. 14 Compared to Dee. 7 - | 
Total 


Network Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
195 11,468 8,594 20.257 
195 11,612 8,527 20.334 
- 1% 0.8% 0.4% 
*No change. 
(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 


WQXR) 


High School Clash On 
Seven-Station Network 


San Antonio, Dec. 17. 

A snecial post-season game was 
aired through a special web of sta- 
tior throughout the state under 
pensorship of the Magnolia Pe*ro- 
leum Co. Game was between Jeff 
Davis High for Houston and the 
team from Corpus Christi, played at 
Rice stadium, Houston Play was 
called by Ves Box with local color 


by Harfield Wheaton 

Game was aired through KTRH 
and KXYZ,. Houston: KR‘'S. Corpus 
Christi: KNOW, Austin: ™ TSA, heres 
KRVG, Weslaco, and WFDM, Beau- 
mont. 





KSTP’S METRO BLURBS 


Dec. 17, 
KSTP’s cooperation with local 

theatres brought it a five-day exclue- 

sive Twin Cities announcement cone 


Minneapolis, 


tract from M-G-M for ‘Escape.’ 
Film distributor bought 22 station 
breaks through Edward Petry, tne 
station’s national representative. 


KSTP cooperates with more than 
a dozen leading Twin Cities’ thea- 
tres, exchanging radio time for 
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EORGE OLSEN 
ing for Dough,’ with Harfield Wee- 
din, Dick Parker, Jack Shutta, 
Bobbie Bixler, Doug Blair, Six 
Swinging Millers 
Audience Participation 
$0 Mins.; Local 
OUSTON MILLING CO. 
riday, 9:30 p.m. 
KTRH, Houston 
(Segall & Weedin) 
From the city which credits itself 
with giving two types of programs— 


fessor I. Q. — comes another audi- 
ence participation type of show 
which is a revival of the community 
sing plus a novel and possibly new 
angle. 

how is aired from the stage of 
he Metropolitan theatre and is ably 
andled by George Olsen, the band 
eader who is currently appearing 
ere with his band at the Empire 

oom in the Rice hotel. Olson 
roves himself a showman, keeping 
he proceedings moving at a fast 
pace, which is unusual in a program 
of this type. Handled the micro- 
phone assignment in good manner 
with a slip now and then. Also 
brings in several plugs for his band 
nd the Empire Roof, all in a pleas- 
ng manner. 

Isen is assisted by the four Sing- 
ing Millers, Dick Parker, Jack 
Shutta, Bobbie Bixler and Doug 
Blair, who handle the downstairs 
and balcony with their portable 
microphones. Music is by the Six 
Swinging Millers (members of the 
Olsen band). Trumpet, trombone, 
tenor sax, piano, drums and bass are 
pnstage throughout. There is a 

uest artist?’ each week from the 
lsen vocalist section. On opening 
roadeast the singer was girl, called 
erry, who warbled in good style 
‘ll Never Smile Again’ and came 
ack with ‘Beat Me Daddy, Eight to 
he Bar.’ 

The mechanics of the program is a 
¢ommunity sing started by a green 
traffic light and a police whistle; and 
at certain points a red traffic light 
comes on with a police whistle 
blowing and the entire audience 
tops singing except one person who 
hes the microphone in front of him. 
f he finishes out the song, he gets 
@ cash award, together with a bag 

f the product. On program caught 
Isen had four sing in harmony, two 
downstairs and two upstairs, all in 
different parts of the house. They 
did ‘Sweet Adeline’ as outstanding 
bit of the broadcast. Other novel 
stunts are incorporated into the 
broadcast. For example, having a 
young lady in the balcony try to 
describe a young man in the lower 
floor through hearing his. voice. 
Again a young lad on the stage with 
several women ‘calling’ the young- 
ster (a 
contests). 

The words to all songs are written 
on a song-sheet which is given to 
each patron on entering the theatre. 
Harfield Weedin handles the com- 
mercial assignments which are di- 

estible and contain information that 


ousewives can secure flour in a 
small package with the added ad- 
vantage that American Maid con- 
tains coupon redeemable _ for 
housei._.d items. 

Listeners are invited to submit 
Sing Stunts with an award of $5, 


two tickets to the following week’s | 


production and a package of each 
one of the sponsor’s products being 
the prize, for each one accepted. 
Entire production of the broad- 
casts are handled by George Olsen 





and Al Lever. Andy. 
CYRIL FLETCHER 
With Pat Rignold, Charles Heslop, 


Bettie Bucknelle, Henry Hall Orch 
Comedy, Music, Songs 
30 Mins. 
Tuesday, & p.m. 
BBC, London 

Cyril Fletcher has come up fast 
in radio, apparently from pier and 
touring shows where his routine of 
a manv-dialected comedian would 
likely be eased into click groove by 
being broken up, so listener got it 
in spoonfuls. Over the ether he 
doesn't set that kind of a break—it’s 
chunkish 

Exuberance has him carrying the 
straight ticket for Fletcher via four 


and sometimes five cameos, al] of 
them good for laughs on their own 
but, en masse, over-working comic 
to undercut his impact. (He has 


another 50-min. air spot later in the 
week.) Topping this weight-lifting 
act is his additional shouldering of 
announcer chore. Showmanship is 
badly nicked when he directs listen- 
ers, at clove, to his faceted talents. 

Fletcher’s material is smoothly 

written and _ characterizations he 
handled are shaped on sound lines. 
The suburban know-all, for instance, 
is a recognized weed in any garden 
city; urchin brat is another smart 
take-off if occasionally smothered by 
plus accenting; and comic in the nat- 
ura! has a pleasing personality. But 
to keep the parade-in-one rolling 
yells for class support and some pro- 
duction. Neither of these is ade- 
quate here. Panic of the stooge au- 
dience (orchestra boys) at every line 
gets so regular it’s painful, while 
scripting throws everything = on 
Fleteher for an uneven flow of show 
as a whole. Heslop functions as a 
straight, in a jacket, aided by Pat 
Rignold, a so-so warbler with am- 
bitions. 

On the melody end of show 
caught, Henry Hall orchestra does a 
standard job: Bucknelle femme is 
vocalist with the outfit, 


la the farmers’ hog-calling 


| ‘ALICE ADAMS’ 

, With Joan Tetzel, Nelson Case 

| 15 Mins. 

| Transcription 

| WHEATENA 

Daily, 12 Noon 

WEAF, New York. 

(Compton) 

This adaptation 


the normal 


Playhouse’ yarns. As heard Thurs- 
|day (12), it concerned the personal 


Alice ‘on 
st in her 


| Adams family, principall 
|# moonlit spring night, 
dream world.’ ; 
| Mr. Russell, like the rest of the epi- 
sode, was rather tritely scripted. 


Yo 


you sit down?’ 
somewhat 


shut-eared before they 





‘10 body-building elements’ 
| supply the ‘nourishing 


lay after 


read the commercials. Hobe. 


CALLING ALL CARS 


Donald, Arthur 
Meredith, Georgia Backus, 


Garred 
30 Mins.—Regional 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 5 p.m. 
KNX-CBS, Los Angeles 





| 


from the Booth 
Tarkington novel (with an air men- 
| tion of the RKO picture of some sea- 
' sons ago, with Hepburn) is more in 
daytime serial pattern 


s |than the preceding two ‘Wheatena 
the Man in the Street and the Pro- | 


and emotional relationships of the 
Love scene with a 


Alice even got off that cliche, ‘Won't 
Whole chapter was 
obscure to the casual 


lialer. 

Wheatena’s commercials seemed 
too long and repetitious, so the lis- 
fener tended to go _ involuntarily 


were com- 
pleted. Opener stressed the product’s 
that 
buildup 
breakfast’ for a hard day’s work or 
13 hours without food. 
Joan Tetzel, given ‘star’ air billing 
(although the program title pre- 
|*eded her name), was pliant and ap- 
pealing in the title part. Nelson Case 


With Frank Graham, Edmund Mac- 
. Bryan, Lucille 
Pat 
McGeehan, J. M. Rosenquist, Bob 


This series of dramatized police 
tales is hailed by KNX production 
crew as the topper of the five pro- 
grams tossed into the Sunday com- 
| petition to whittle down the Sabbath 


‘SHOW SHOP’ 
With Bill Berns 
Talk, Music 

30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 11:30 p.m. 
WBNX, New York 

Bill Berns, the conductor of this 
hybrid item, has been with WBNX 
for a year, but this particular series 
is a new one. It’s three programs in 
one. One moment he’s reeling from 
tidbit of scandal hot from Holly- 
wood, the next he’s raving about 
some cleaned-up lyric and playing a 
'recorded version of it and_ shortly 
thereafter he's interviewing the stars 
or the featured performers from 
some Broadway show. The whole 
thing impresses neither by its docu- 
mentation nor expertness. 

On the show caught Berns, whose 
glib manner of speech appears to 
be his main asset, devoted a major 
portion of the proceedings to in- 
terviews of. some of the principals 
from ‘Hold On to Your Hats.’ Eunice 
Healy told the story of her sudden 
rise to stardom from a script that 
had been partly authored, obviously 
by the show’s press agent and a simi- 
lar patness prevailed when the press 
agent took over the interviewing of 
‘oseph Vitale, of the same cast. 

As for the opening paragraph in 
Berns’ Hollywood chatter it referred 
to a Rabelaisian tale which had been 
making the rounds of New York 
filmdom the previous week. Berns 
mentioned the principals involved, 
but with decorum being what it is 
on the air he had to content himself 
with assuring his listeners that the 
incident was something that out- 
burlesqued any burlesque show that 
they had ever seen. Berns’ be- 
havior in this instance might be con- 
structed as a lack of both good radio 
and good taste. His remark only 
served to whet curiosity. 

Also it has become a generally ac- 
cepted tenet in radio that it’s bad 
manners for one branch of the 
amusement industry to try to capi- 
talize on the foibles of personalities 
in another branch of show business. 








dialing to the long run of NBC dee. 
|; whoppers. And with Spartan courage 
| they’ve spotted it opposite Chase & |. ; 
|Sanborn. CBS’ attitude is ‘what’ve | ‘RANCH TIME 
| we got to lose?’. 15 Mins.Local ; 
For years on end ‘Calling All Cars’ | BC HEADACHE POWDER 
| rolled along the lanes as a biz stimu- | Daily, 6:15 p.m. 
|lator for a petrol outfit. When the | WBT, Charlotte 
firm was merged the show was|_ The theme, ‘Moonlight on the 
|blotted out. Formula of the new | Sage,’ introduces WBT’s contribution 
‘series hasn’t changed much, other | to radio from the wide open spaces. 


than hypoed production and a strong 


cast of stock players. Charles Vanda 
western division 


ing the continuity, and Bob Garred 
chain’s one-two 
rating the homicidal doings. 
grounding the music is 
| Hatch. 
lineup as can be rounded 
Columbia Square. 

| Just what kind of a dent 


up a 


figgers to show. 
to get 


program director 
for Columbia, is personally handling 
ithe production; Hal Medford is folio- 


newscaster, is nar- 
Back- 
Wilbur 
That adds up to as good a 


the 
crimer can put in Edgar Bergen & 
|Co.’s dialing legion remains for the 
It is Vanda’s idea 
as far away from the java 
formula as possible to woo an audi- 


Combo of three violins, a guitar, 
bass fiddle, and accordion has for a 
background an electric steel guitar, 
{which blends nicely. The Oklahoma 
|Sweethearts, feminine duo, was 
caught in ‘Saddle Your Blues to a 
| Wiid Mustang’ and ‘Down the Old 
|Dusty Trail.’ Voices were so-so, let- 
ting up on final bars instead of giv- 
ing it that finishing punch. A little 
face-lifting on the arrangements 
would do a lot to improve this duo, 
which shows promise. 

The Arizona Ranch Hands, men’s 
trio, were heard in ‘Cielito Lindo’ 
jand ‘Utah Trail.’ The trail itself 
couldn’t have been any bumpier than 
ithe way the trio handled it, finishing 


’ 


t 


ence whose likes run more to mur- | 2 = des en, ees a 
der and mayhem than farce and Weir F wares, Br One pet 
frivol. The antithesis could not be air, who was heard all too briefly 


improved on. 


a black cat 
Hounded 
turns up 


in. 
later 


into suicide, the frat 
safe and unharmed 


The cat went out nine ways from the 


purr. 


The production crew has done its | 444 OHH 4OGG6G46464644444464646 46 | 
job; now it’s up to the ‘account ex- | 
They've got a package 
big hurdle is going 


ecutives.’ 
to sell, but the 
to be that time niche. If they car 
|put that one over their work is cu 


‘out for them. Network still ha 


; two more to peddle, opposite Jack 


|Benny and ‘One Man’s Family. 


| Medals will be struck and bonuses 
if the 


passed out with a free 
lads can put it over. 
| ‘SECOND WIFE’ 
With Sharon Douglas, Gale Gordon 
Dramatic Serial 
15 Mins.—Rezional 
Mon. Thru Fri., 4 p.m. 
POSTUM 
Daily, 4 p.m. 
KNX-CBS, Hollywood 
(Young & Rubicam) 


hand 
Helm. 





Big business man, just given the 
air by his frau for a playboy, goes 
on a fast make for a new steno in 
the store. She doesn’t believe in 


consorting with fellow workers, she 
he’s lonely and she’s 
lonely and so they go out to lunch 
Thus ends the first chap- 
ter of what announcer Lou Crosby | 
hails as the ‘excitingly different’ ra- 


tells him. but 


together. 


, dio play. 


It all sounds like Formula B and 


First to be sirened in was the tale 
of a queer killer, who took it out on 
while police labored 
long on the theory he did his wife 


in solo passage has pleasing, mellow 
rendition. 

The show was handled by An- 
nouncer Russ Hodges who performed 


minute show. Commercials were 
frequent, but not too blah-blah. 
Song build-ups catchy and original. 

Just. 


1 


+ Follow-Up Comment ; 
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. | hearty guffaws when on a ‘Vox Pop’ 
| broadcast from a train at Barstow, 
Trail.’ she could not remember, 
; one of the ‘tags’ of U. S. planes bear- 
|} ing the same name as film stars: the 
de Havilland. She had been prompted 


via first names, on the Martin and 
Douglas ships. Miss de Havilland, 
Errol Flynn. Rita Hayward, May 


i Robson and Reginald Gardner were 
lthe stars quizzed. Alert and gay, 
they undoubtedly pleased their fans. 
Veteran Miss Robson registered the 
saltiest, most philosophical, vibrant 
personality. She was just along for 
the trip, stating she liked to travel 
and was not due on location until 
day after Christmas. There was con- 
siderable kidding during show; also 
many asides, background noises of 
trains, ete. 
on some laughs. 


‘and Nate Tuft hop East for this 
| week’s program originating at Camp 
Dix, N. J 





will have to be redeemed by the}! 

cast. Scripter John M. Young will; Patricia Ellis guested Sunday 
have to do _ better than ‘pretty | afternoon (15) on ‘Musical Mysteries’ 
blondes weren't meant to spend | «ver WINS, New York, handling the 
their lives behind typewriters.’ | xudience participators, singing one 
Sharon Douglas as the small town ; song and playing parts in the dram- 
gal ‘fighting loneliness,’ and Gale atized portions of the show. Clicked 
Gordon, the slick, young exec, who! on ail three angles. Program itself 
admits he’s a catch, are equal to/ijis shrewdly-tailored hoke to catch 


their assignments. 
at giving 


show. 


Coast airing is in the nature of a 
If the Hooper is kind to 


' trial spin. 


it, the spread to the east sets in 
after the first quarter. Robert Lee 
produces for Young & Rubicam. 
Those ‘coffee nerves’ commercials 


aren't overbeauing., can.en Helm 


He’s an old hand 
femmes the flutters and 
that’s the big hook in this type of 


teneral listener and studio audience 
attention. Offers three dramatized 
‘mysteries’ with pushover musical 
clues, final episode being for listen- 
ing audience competition. Of the 
studio contestants, 
receive a whodunit novel, 
wrong ones are ‘shot’ with a sound- 
effects gun. Elliott Whitman scripts 
the show, which Alexend Leftwich, 
Ute, Produces and directs... 


7 


with enthusiasm throughout the 15- | 


Olivia de Havilland was target of | 


Cal.. for the premiere of ‘Santa Fe} 
as | 


A colored porter turned | 


Parks Johnson, Wally Butterworth | 


correct guessers | 
while | 


4 


HAROLD LASSWELL 
‘Human Nature in Action’ 
Dramatized Lecture 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 11:15 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


For his new series of discussions 
on the mentalities of mortals, Harold 





behind individual last year’s case 
histories—the self-pity victim, the 
whiner, the drunkard, etc.—and 
itakes up the psychology of entire 
| nations. Thus, when heard last 
week, he was sketching the history 
'of Spain in terms of cycles of dis- 
| unity, poverty and frustration. 

| A. single actor’ simulatin an 
| Iberian twang echoed Lasswell's re- 
marks—the single voice becoming 
the disembodied spiri. of Spain. 
This continued in modified form the 
technique of interrupting the conti- 
nuity of the scientist’s remarks to 
transiate what he has said into the 
vocabulary of the heart rather than 
the mind. The alternation of 
pedantry and passion—the imper- 
sonal explanation and the personal 
result remained. 

Last season the teamwork of the 
professor and his professional radio 
writer, Al Williams, produced pro- 
vocative impressions. There were 
still some of these values present in 


because the production idea has now 
become familiar to the listener or 
because it was over-routinized at 
NBC, it seemed to be inconclusive 
and unexciting. Seemed to suggest 
a reduced amount of time in prepara- 
tion and rehearsal. Land. 





‘HERITAGE OF FREEDOM’ 
Historical Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 7:30 p.m. 

WWJ, Detroit 


Punchy and well-considered flag 
waving is the theme of‘this new 
'public service show launched by 

WJ. Figuriug that this is a good 
moment in history for Americans to 
consider their background of free- 
dom the series will cover events and 
personages in S. history who 
have contributed to democratic 
traditions. 

From a patriotic medley of tunes, 
ithe series started with Thomas 
| Jefferson sitting down to draft the 
| Declaration of Independence. As his 





}pen scratched along he had a stream | 


of consciousness in which George III, 
| Toryism, unjust taxation were con- 
itrasted by Wilham Pitt arising in 
| Parliament to protest ‘taxation with- 


out representation’ and rejoicing in | 


| American resistance. 


As bits were enacted, the narrator | 


threaded’ them together: Jefferson 


|writing and the background of the | 


|Boston ‘Massacre’ 
|severer laws, the stand at Concord 
|(Paul Revere was just the sound of 
|hoof beats), the Battles of Lexington 
and Concord (‘where the embattled 
ifarmers stood and fired the shot 


(heard 'round the world’) and then | 


|Patrick Henry concluding with his 
liberty or death phrase. 

Great amount of material was 
|sketched m swiftly through dramatic 
|flashes or narration: Jefferson’s own 
|remarks, Washington 
|Arden striking the early blows for 


freedom, even the philosophy of | 
Thomas Payne (‘Ye who oppose 
tyranny’). The drama _ portion, 


backed nicely with music, concluded 
with Jefferson’s reading pertinent 
parts of the Declaration and saying 
‘Your signature, Mr. Hancock.’ 
Narrator wound up by pointing 
out it was a rerminder to those ‘who 
might give up our freedom. This is 
| the land of the free and the home of 
the brave but only 
free.’ It was forthright appeal for 
Americanism and the series will be 
|played to an audience in the studio 
auditorium, Pool. 


‘STUFF AND NONSENSE’ 

With Billy Keaton 

60 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Daily, 2 p.m. 

WKBW, Buffalo 
Full-hour shot 


each afternoon is 
turned over to Billy Keaton, ex- 
|} vaude and night club entertainer, | 
who is new on WKBW staff, for | 


combination of live talent and rec- 
ord-spinning. Reeling off 60 min- 


utes of airtime each day and making | 


it sound entertaining is no easy job, 
but Keaton bears up under it mt 
better than staff artists assigned to 
aid him in program. 

Keaton is sparkplug of the hour, 
which he keeps moving with lively 


ich 


Zippy style is somewhat slowed, 


| though, by conscious effort of sing- | 


;}ers and others to join in the fun. 
| If anything, they’re overboard on 
| us fellows stuff. Show is in its first 
| weeks, though, and constant use of 
/Same persons may smooth out pro- 
| duction. 

| Ex-vaude emcee reels off show in 
| workmanlike, springy style. Hour 
‘including several announcements by 
| Co-op sponsors and heavy larding for 
|coming Red Cross stage revue here. 

| With Keaton were Phyllis Jean, 
| Elvira Ruppel, Charles Saxe and 


pianist Roy Wilhelm. Miss Ruppel | 


delivered sock bit in ‘Same Old 
Story,’ and other voices registered 
well, too, between platters that 
round out the hour. It’s easy-going 
afternoon stuff. that should gathe: 
| Polish as if rolls on, , ....,. Betz. 


Lasswell, Yale guest lecturer, leaves 


the talk on Spain, although either | 


and Tea Party, | 


and Enoch | 


the brave are} 


assortment of gags and trick intros. | 


lives up to its title. session caught, | 


——— 


‘THE LITTLE RED SCHOOL 
HOUSE’ 

Kid Quiz 

30 Mins.; Local 

D. & H. COAL 

Sunday, 4 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady* 


(Leighton & Nelson) 


Hudson Coal, which sponsored 
‘Musical Memories’ participation 
program on an evening spot last sea. 
son, now presents a radio kid 
|quiz—with an adult audience and 
jan ask-me period added. Click of 
|Lou Cowan’s Quiz Kids for Aika. 
| Seltzer on network probably played 
,a part in choice. eams of three 
| youngsters from neighborhing cities 
{compete in ‘The Little Red School 
| House,’ with Eddie Flynn as head- 
|master. Winning squad holds over 
until it is beaten. 

Initial broadcast (8) brought to- 
gether 12-14-year-olders from Schen- 
/ectady and Scotia. Other communi. 
| ties ‘within driving distance’ of WGY 
| will be represented on coming shots, 
Listeners are asked to send name of 
boys and girls, under 16, whom they 
think can match wits with other 
nimble minds. Auditions sieve the 
smartest. 

Program is ay titled, well 
spotted and easily exploitable. Came 
through rather well on debut and 
, should register stronger when flaws 
are eliminated. Too much explana- 
tion gave a slow start and a weak 
finish. Jaco, 








‘RECESS TIME’ 

With Harry Botwick, Birge Petersen 
Kid Quiz, Songs, Organ 

30 Mins, 

STATE THEATRE 

Saturday, 10:30 a.m. 

WSCH, Portland, Me. 

This kid session has put in claim 
as being first to probe juve intelli- 
gences via aired questions-and-ane 
swers, starting the practice back in 
September, 1938. Anyhow, it has 
excited considerable’ interest in 
northern N, E. exhib circles, the lat- 
est manifestations of which have 
been the visits paid to the program 
by over 20 of the fraternity within 
the past month, all of whom came to 
decide whether it could be dupli- 
cated on and out of their own 

remises as a potential weekend 

is a 


usiness builder. 
pooner 
wit skill 


Kids’ sporting fever 
to heavily throughout, 
awards and attendance prizes bein 
shelled out every few minutes. I 
| their utility ended there, investments 
in coin and energy might be con- 
sidered lavish for cluttering up the 
| house with dime payees and tinfoil 
from chocolate bars, but Harry Bot- 
wick, house manager, looks more to 
a keyed-up kid attendance dispers- 
ing later to rave over the subsequent 
film fare to their elders at the lunch- 
/eon table, with these showing up 
later. 

Quiz itself is cut from customary 
bolt of cheesecloth, and. community 
song section can appeal only to par- 
ents. Judging from salvo which 
sreeted him when he came onstage, 

otwick, who doubles as emcee, is 
personally more responsible for suc- 
}eess of show than any portable 
blueprint. Organ was kept well to 
the background, which was perhaps 
due to faulty pickup. Don. 








| MARC WILLIAMS 
Songs, Talk 
Transcriptions 
15 Mins.—Local 
COCOA-WHEAT 
Datly, 7:45 a.m. 
WABY, Albany 

Mare Williams, cowboy chanter, 
who first did a live-talent children’s 
program for this sponsor over WGY, 
is heard on a string of stations via 
wax. He currently is at WHO, Des 
Moines. Format has changed little, 
still being long on talk and short on 
|singing. However, it apparently 
achieves results in merchandising 


cereal. 

There is a dressing contest, in 
which Johnny and Susie are sup- 
posed to stand in front of the radio 
so ‘Happy Hank’ can count them 
through his ‘magic telescope.’ Girls 
are declared winners one or two 
days;+then it’s boys’ turn. Williams 
also double voices with a character 
called ‘Squeaky’ and sound effects 
are used for ‘Popcorn.’ a dog. 

Big thing of program is a contest 
in which 10 dolls and electric trains 
are given daily to youngsters mail- 
ing best animal pictures (with an 
envelope from cereal package). Wil- 
liams is okay as a warbler, in brief 
moments. Pleasant, cheery speaking 
| Voice, too, but pauses for swallowing 
are noticeable. And minor slips go 
through. Apparently, Williams works, 
i without or at least does not follow 
closely, a script. Jaco. 


‘IT PAYS TO LISTEN’ 
with Phillip Crain 
Songs 
|15 Mins.—Local 
| FRIEDLANDER & SONS 
Wednesday, 7:15 P.M. 
| KIRO, Seattle 
Male warbler, ballyhooed by sta- 
tion as former CBS singer, handles 
pops in good voice. He picks one 
|pop number without title and first 
‘listener to phone correct title gets 
/ watch given away by sponsor. 
With only piano accompaniment, 
‘Crain does his stint in showmanly 
manner singing three of four songs. 
Extra phone girl is used during 
quarter houf with announcer’s phone 
placed near mike for conversation 
reaction. Smith 
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ASCAP Jrs. Take Up the Fight 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

The younger generation is going to know all about the fight between 
the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers and the 
broadcasters if sons of writer-members of the Society have their way 
about it. And it will be slightly colored in favor of the songwriters, 
Banding together as ASCAP Juniors, sons of tunesmiths will pepper 
the pages of their high school and collegiate publications with propa- 
ganda, giving the side of ASCAP with a plea for the ethering of the 
nations popular tunes. 

Among ASCAP’s defenders are the sons of Gus Kahn, L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert, Harry Tobias, Jimmy McHugh, Lew Porter, Shelton Brooks, Dave 
Dreyer, Rudolf Friml, Nacio Herb Brown, Jack Robbins and Nathaniel 
Shilkret. 


‘ NBC Disc Contract For Writers 

















Present Situation Focuses Attention on Lack of 


Provisions for Payments 





If writers without ASCAP or 
Songwriters Protective Ass’n affilia- 
tion want to have their unpublished 
numbers recorded by NBC's radio- 
recording division they must signa- 
ture a release which does not guar- 
antee them any compensation. Under 


the contracts usually given writers | 


by established publishers the former 
get 331/3 to 50% of the royalties on 
transcriptions. The publisher han- 
dling the copyrighted number is paid 
a flat fee of $15 per year for sus- 


taining uses plus 25c per station per | 


performance for commercial uses. 

No provision is made in the re- 
lease for the amount to be paid the 
writer. Facsimile copy of the re- 
lease follows: 

National Broadcasting Co., 

30 Rockefeller Plaza, 

New York City. 

Gentlemen: 

The undersigned, in considera- 
tion of the payments to him 
hereunder and of other valuable 
considerations, hereby grants you 
a license to record and use the 
musical works entitled: (Title of 
Tune) on electrical transcrip- 
tions for the purpose of repro- 
ducing mechanically and/or elec- 
trically the said works and for 
the purpose of licensing, selling, 
or otherwise disposing of the 
same for broadcasting (includ- 
ing television) purposes and to 
use and license the use thereof 
for public performances for 
profit upon such terms as you at 
your sole discretion may ap- 
prove. 

The undersigned covenants 
and agrees that the works here- 
in referred to are unpublished; 
that the undersigned has the full 
right and power to make this 
agreement; that the right and 
license herein granted is to con- 
tinue in the event said works 
are published and copyrighted 
without any additional payment 
other than that made to the 
undersigned under this agree- 
ment; that the undersigned will 
indemnify and hold harmless 
you and the operators of other 
broadcasting stations performing 
or broadcasting said works by 
means of such electrical tran- 
scriptions from and against any 
and all liability, loss or damage 
by reason of any violation of 
proprietory right or copyright or 
any unlawful matter contained 
in said works arising out of such 
broadcast performances or re- 
cordings, 

S.) 


(Signature)......... (L 


Nola Music Publishers, Inc., filed 
suit Monday (16) in the N. Y. fed- 
€ral court against Sam and Harry 
Fox, doing business as the Sam Fox 
Publishing Co., seeking an injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits, and dam- 
ages against the publication by the 
defendants of the song ‘Nola.’ Plain- 
tiffs claim this song infringes a song 
of theirs, entitled ‘Banjo Dance.’ 

Composer trouble would seem to 
be the basis for this suit, as the 
same author, Felix Arndt, wrote both 
songs. Plaintiff’s song was written in 
1913, while Arndt was in the em- 
Ploy of M. Witwark and Sons, and 
was transferred to the plaintiff July 
20, 1939. Subsequent to that date, 
the defendants published ‘Nola,’ 
which was written by Arndt in 1916, 
and Which contained ‘certain parts of 
Banjo Dance,’ notably a ‘trio.’’ Com- 
Plaint alleges that the defendants 
state they acquired the song from 
Arndt, and were going to publish it 
\ court decision on ‘Nola’ is sought 
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VICTOR’S REISSUES 


By Whiteman and 
Others 





| Jazz Classics 





Victor Records is reissuing a half 
dozen jazz classics of former years 
on its 35c Bluebird label. Leadoff 
sides will be two cut by Paul White- 
man, featuring Jack Teagarden, who 
now has his own band. Tunes are 
|‘Aint’ Misbehavin’ and ‘Nobody’s 
Sweetheart Now.’ 

‘She’s Crying for Me’-‘Everybody 
,Loves Somebody Blues,’ recorded 
in 1928 by the New Orleans Rhythm 
Kings; ‘Lafayette’ and ‘New Or- 
leans,’ by Benny Moten, made in 
1932; ‘Milenberg Joys’-‘I Want a 
| Little Girl’ by McKinney’s Cotton 
| Pickers, made in 1928; ‘Damp 
[Astoria Hot Easy Blues’ by the 





Astoria Hot Eight in 1929; and a 
pair of piano solos, ‘Shreveport 
Farewell’ and ‘Crescent City Blues,’ 
| by Little Brother Montgomery, will 
| follow. 


BOOM XMAS 








This is the top Xmas record sales 
| season, on a par with the heyday of 
|the disk business, according to the 
| Phonograph manufacturers. No ex- 
|planation excepting that ‘they’re in 
|a buying mood’ is given. 
| An example is Bing Crosby’s 
| ‘Silent Night’ waxing which, in its 
five years of seasonal reissue, 
| grossed 140,000 all told. Decca’s v.p. 
;and sales manager, E. F. Stevens, 
|Jr., avers that Crosby’s record this 
| Season alone will hit the 200,000 
|mark, on top of the 140G the pre- 
| vious four years, 

The new low-priced classical re- 
;cordings are given as cause for a 


| possible stimulus to biz in general. 





Earl Freshman, Former 
ASCAP Atty., a Suicide 


Syracuse, Dec. 17. 


Earl I. Freshman, 48, officer of 
Ben-Ear] Publishing Co., indepen- 
dent music publishing house, veteran 
attorney, and for many years up- 
state N. Y. legal representative of 
ASCAP, died of a self-inflicted 
bullet wound here last week. Fresh- 
man, reported in ill health, left notes 
indicating he was afraid he would 
have to go to an institution. He had 
spent two sleepless weeks. 

In the past year he had concen- 
trated largely on his music business, 
in which he was associated with 
| Milton Davidson, known profession- 
ally as Jay Milton. He was sched- 
uled to go to New York with David- 
son relative to some new contracts. 
When he failed to put in an appear- 
ance at the railroad station, David- 
son investigated and found him un- 
conscious in his office, with a bullet 
wound in the head and a vial, be- 
lieved to contain poison, nearby. He 
died 24 hours later. 

He had prosecuted and won a 
number of important ASCAP test 
| cases in this vicinity prior to sever- 
ing his connection with the organi- 
zation. He had been in amateur 
| theatricals as a comic and had writ- 
ten and published two humorous 
books. 


SLAP DAVILLA 
WITH $4504 
COSTS 


Costs of $4,500 were slapped on 
Joseph John Davilla in the N. Y. 
Federal court Wed. (11) as an after- 
math of his unsuccessful suit 
|}against half the music world in 
| which damages approximating $1,- 
| 008,000,000 were sought. Plaintiff 
| claimed his song ‘If I Were a Spider 
}and You Were My Fly’ was pla- 
'giarised in ‘The Desert Song,’ and 














sought $250 statutory damages for 
R DIS each public playing. 
| The Federal court tossed out the 


|action about a month ago, with the 
defendants in the action being NBC, 
CBS, WMCA, Marcus Loew Book- 
ing Agency, WOR, Sigmund Rom- 
berg, Oscar Hammerstein, II., Harms, 
Inc.; Warner Bros., Vitagraph, Inc.; 
Brunswick-Balke-Collendar Co., and 
Columbia Record Corp. 


WATL Band Remote 


Atlanta, Dec, 17. 
First network program to origi- 
nate in Atlanta is now being heard 





at 11:15-11:45 Tuesday nights and 
1:00-1:30 Saturday afternoons over 
Mutual via WATL from the Rain- | 


bow roof of the Ansley hotel. 

Bobby Peters’ band is the current 
entertainment. Barney Oakes, of the 
| station staff, is announcer. 


Metro's Demands for Unlimited Sync 





WANTS HIS WIFE HOME 


Guitarist Turned Accountant Ends 
Wife-Singer’s Travels 








Boston, Dec. 17. 
Arlyne Hudson, ex-Jerry Blaine, 
| Singer, replaced Phyllis Kenny with 
| Will Hudson outfit. Reason: Phyllis 
Kenny married Joel Livingstone, 
formerly Van Alexander's guitarist 
but now New York City accountant, 





who insists bride remain by his side. 


Miss Hudson currently (18) at 
| Syracuse Hotel, Syracuse, N. Y. 


Rights Unpopular With Composers 


Metro is faced with growing ope 
| position from name writers and pube 
| lishers when it comes to buying new 
tunes for its pictures. Charges made 
by these sources is that the producer 
has been gradually extending its 
|rights whenever making such deals 
'to the point where it now demands 
| unlimited synchronization privileges 
|plus authority to take transcriptions 
of the tune without the payment of 
extra fees. 

By acquiring unlimited synchron- 
ization rights the picture company 
would be free to reuse the come 








position any time it wishes without 
further compensation to the writer, 
Under the usual contract the syn- 
chronization rights granted to a pic- 
ture company on a number are re- 
stricted to a particular picture. 

It is reported that the foregoing 
Situation has much to do with the 
failure of MGM to close with Jerome 


| 
“REFORMS IN 
| Kern and Oscar Hammerstein for the 
| rights to incorporate ‘The Last Time 


‘ ee 'I Saw Paris. An offer of $10.000, 
; The ‘clean house’ within ASCAP | something of a record high, has been 
is a new keynote but everything is 


made by Metro for the tune. 
marking time until the battle with 


|the broadcasters is adjusted Arrangers Pact 


Nears Signature: 
under present stress, is the dominant Duration Not Set 


| Writers particularly state that a 
new classification system may result 
‘ > | Committees representing the Musie 
DARLING NELLIE GRAY Publishers Protective Association and 
. the New York musicians union have 
NOT STEPHEN FOSTER Diam to all but two provisions in 














ciety’s present setup, but at the mo- 
ment the ranks are united in a com- 
mon cause, 


From the publishers’ viewpoint, 
certain reforms are also mentioned, 
but here again the common weal, 











from the BMI attacks on the So- 
| the new contract for arrangers, copy- 





Westerville, O., Dec. 17. 
Half a century of controversy over 
jauthorship of the ballad, ‘Darling 


|ists and proofreaders. Most impor- 
tant thing yet to be settled is the 





| Nellie Gray,’ has ended with Benja- | length of the agreement. Other an 
|min R. Hanby being officially ac- | 8!€ has to do with payment of social 
knowledged as the composer. The security, and that merely concerns 


| legalistic phrasing preferred by the 
|union. Latter provision is to be 
| worked out between the two organi- 
zations’ lawyers. 

The present contract on arrangers 
'runs its two-year course Dec. 31, and 
the publishers would like to have the 
new agreement prevail for as many 
as five years. 


Camilia Frydan Song 
Is Published by BMI; 
She Was Vienna Great 


ballad, erroneously called a work 
of Stephen C. Foster because it so 
| greatly resembled in sentiment 
Foster’s works, was written by Hanby 
in 1850 while he was a freshman at 
Otterbein College in Westerville. 
| However, publishing houses and even 
| the Encyclopedia Americana had 
listed ‘Nellie Gray’ among Foster's 
songs. Finally a local resident chal- 
lenged these statements, and recently 
| the Hanby state memorial in Wester- 
| ville received official notice from the 
|Stephen Foster memorial in Pitts- 
| burgh that Hanby—and not Foster— 
| wrote the ballad. 

| Despite his relative obscurity, 
Hanby composed numerous songs, in- 
cluding the hymn, ‘Who is He,’ and 


| 


BMI on Monday (16) published the 
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‘the Christmas song, ‘Up on the 
| Housetop.’ first tune written in America by 
= Camilla Frydan. It’s labeled ‘One 
Kiss for Tomorrow’ and has lyrics 
by Arthur Gamse. Mrs. Frydan, who 
came to this country about a year 
ago, was one of the founders of 
Autoren, Komposisten Musikverleger, 
Austrian equivalent of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. AKM has been consoli- 
dated since the Anschluss with the 
German performing rights soc'ety. 

Femme was one of Vienna’s best 
known composers for more than 20 
years. She’s the author of about 250 
songs, 14 operettas, two children’s 
operettas and six revue She also 
operated a large Viennese publishing 
house, Frydan Verlag, being both a 
writer and publisher ember of 
AKM. In addition to publishing its 
owner's own work, the firm dis- 
tributed the music of such w.k, 
writers as Franz Lehar. 

Once extremely wealthy, Mrs. Fry- 
dan; her 25-year-old son, Hans, 
musicomedy terper and film player 
in Europe, and her sister, a vocal 
teacher, escaped to America via an 
airplane to Switzerland piloted by 
Hans. They have been earning a 
minor living recently by playing and 
inging Viennese tunes, many of 
them Mrs. Frydan’s, in a small New 
York restaurant. 

Mrs. Frydan recently learned from 
a friend who arrived in this country 
from Germany that one of her most 
successful revues, ‘The Big Drum,’ 
which ran for more than 600 pere 

LONDON formances in Vienna, is now playing 
8 St. Martin’s PL - Berlin. Its title and authorship 
have both been switched to remove 

the non-Aryan ‘taint.’ 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a 


weekly 


tabulation, is the estimated cover} 


charge business being done bu name bands in various New York hotels. 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 
Larger amount designates weekend and 


room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


Figures after name of hotel give 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Will Bradley..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)..... jeeees 5 775 4,150 
Eddy Duchin®....Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50)....... a 700 13,550 
Sammy Kaye*,...Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)......0.. 8 1,200 12,275 
Ray Kinney®......Lexington (300; pe 8 | errs 1,150 40,475 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50) See Tae 950 11,525 
Abe Lyman*..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 9 1,300 14,075 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75¢c-$1.50).......10 2,170 19,795 
Tony Pastor....eeeLincoln (225; T5c-$1.50)....... errs | 300 4,450 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. 








Pole 
Dec. 
goes 

for 


Bob Chester opens Totem 
Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass., 
20-27, and following day (28) 
into Raymor Ballroom, Boston, 
three weeks with network wire. 





Bob Knight band shifts to the 
Drake hotel, Chicago, Jan. 14. Out- 
fit wound up six months at Cafe 
Pierre, N. Y., Monday (16). 











On the Upbeat 








GIVES HIMSELF UP 


George Murk, Union Head, Reports 
Leaving Accident Scene 


Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 
George E. Murk, 46, president of 
the Minneapolis Musicians, union, 
appeared voluntarily at police head- 
quarters and admitted that he was 
the driver of a hit-run car which | 


Chauncey Horton, trumpeter, goes critically injured a 72-year old pe- 


back to Ella Fitzgerald’s band after | 
two months’ stay with Benny Car- | 
ter’s. Replaces George Dorsey. 





Harry James’ band gets the two | | traffic court where no plea was en- 


weeks at the Paramount theatre, | 
New York, between Tommy Dorsey 
and Glenn Miller. James 
Jan. 8 or 15. 





Bobby Saraff, former trumpeter 
with Max Adkins’ Stanley theatre, 
Pitts, pit band, now with Johnny 
Long’s band at Roseland Ballroom, 
oo 





= 


Ran Wilde gets four week shot at 
Paxton hotel, Omaha, opening Feb. 4 





Billy Catizone, who used to have 


| 


| sonal recognizance to appear in traf- 
opens | 


,en route home from 


| at the wheel. 


' 


| anybody. 


| 


| 


a Strollers Quartet at William Penn | 
Hotel, Pittsburgh, has. organized. his | 


wn dance band and opened an en- 
gagement Friday (13) in that city at 


INA RAY HUTTON FILES 


Yacht Club. Placed by Music Serv- | 


ice, Inc. 


——_- 


Don Martone band, fronted by Don | 
Thurs- | 


Mario,.opens indefinite stay 
day (19) at Ei Chico, Pittsburgh, 
ceeding Don Armando outfit. 


suc- 





Gilbert Mullen, who played in 
many Vancouver orchesttas, is now 
a first-class operator in the R.A.F. 
Balloon Barrage Squadron in Eng- 
land, 





Yates 
Wolf 


Youngs- 


Lee Allen succeeded Billy 
in the bandshell of the Gray 
Tavern in Masury, near 
town, O. 





Harriet Hilliard and her 
Ozzie Nelson are guests on 
week's ‘Life With Father’ transcri 
quarter-hour broadcast over 
stations to plug legit play 
name. It’s the first time a 
has been featured in the ‘Famous 
Fathers’ series. Morton Downey 
guest on previous week’s platter. 


husband, 
this 
bed 
various 
of same 
woman 





George Sterney replaced Art 


bert’s band in the El Dorado Room 





of the Commodore Perry Hotel, To- 
ledo, O., Dec. 17. 

Charlie Huffine left Charlie Bar- 
net for first trumpet send with Will 
Hudson, replacing Carl Warwick, 
who joins Bud Sal Dick 
Brobst takes over hot tenor spot 


from Bob Dukoff. 


PETRILLO ENDS BRIEF 
BAN ON ARMY MUSIC 


American Federation of Musicians, 
through president James C. Peirillo, 








granted an okay for U. ©. Army) 
bands to be picked up by the net- 
works from army camps, late Mon- 


day night (16). Petrillo had cracked 
down Saturday (14) on a MBS pick- 


up from Fort Dix, New Jersey. which 
was to have included music ‘ved 
by the 104th Engineers band. Show 


was the first of a regular series of 
programs emanating from that point. 
Petrillo based his nix on a ruling 
made by Congress several years ago 
which banned Army or Navy bands 
from competing with regular musi- 
cians. 


| 


| 


/supposed to bow out. 


| contract. 


| trillo 


|as he came to his senses, he asserts, 


destrian and for whom the police 
were hunting. Murk was taken to 
city jail, booked for failing to stop 
after an accident and arraigned in | 


tered. He was released on his per- 


fic court this week. | 


The accident occurred while; 
Murk, according to his story, was 
a union busi- 
He says he was very 
momentarily fell asleep | 
While he felt a thud | 
he didn’t realize that he had hit! 
When he read the account 
of the accident and saw that his one 
fender was dented, he realized the 


ness meeting. 
tired and 


| next day that he must have been the 


driver, he says. 





SYRACUSE WAGE CLAIM 


Ina Ray Hutton has filed claims 
for $4,000 in unpaid salary and $2,- 





! 


|500 damages with the American Fed- 
jeration of Musicians against the Syra- 


cuse hotel , N. Y. Claims stem from 
her disagreement with the hotel’s op- 
erators which resulted in her band’s 


five-week date at the spot being 
terminated in 10 days. Her salary 
demands cover the period between 


her actual exit and the time she was 
The $2,500 is 
being asked for breach of a written 


Miss Hutton’s band went into the 
Syracuse Nov. 9 and left Nov. 19 
after the hotel management had re- 
layed complaints of insubordination 
through the Syracuse local to James 
C. Petrillo, head of the AFM. Pe- 
suggested to Music Corp. of 
America, her booker at the time, 
that the band be removed. Terry 


{Shand was substituted. 


| MCA to 
Her- | 


| had 
| GAC's favor. 
|a time under 


Leader has since transferred from 
Wm. Morris agency. 





Terry Shand’s Appeal 





Terry Shand has requested the 
American Federation of Musicians 
to reopen a case involving himself 
and General Amustment Corp. which 
been decided months ago in 
Shand’s band was for 


GAC management. 


| left owing GAC some $300 in monies 


‘loaned for 


arrangements and, 
cording to the agency, $107 advanced 
for transportation to a date 
booked. Money 
Shand took his outfit elsewhere and 
GAC filed a claim with the AFM. 
It was won by them by default. 


Shand was out of town and never 
got notice the case was coming up. 
he explains. He admits owintg GAC 
the $300, but claims that the trans- 
portation item should not be naid 
by him. Agency was given notice 
the case has heen reonened and hos 
10 davs to file a rebuttal to Shard’s 
claims. 





Johnny 


Messner ved n on 
night st 1 in the Trianon RB 
7 3 Y 7 
Toleco, Tec. 13 


Pablo in 


la good 


It | 
ac- | 


GAC | 
wasn’t paid when! 


HARD LUCK DAY 





Smash-Up—New Singer 


Knows Only ASCAP Tunes 





Cleveland, Dec. 17. 
Nearly all of the instruments in 
Don Pablo’s band were smashed or 
badly bent when coupling of its auto- 


trailer carrying them broke loose, 
diling it into a ditch on the out- 
skirts of Port Clinton, O. 


estimated at 
found that the only 
his portable 


Damage was $1,200 
by Pablo, who 
hing left intact in 
Hammond organ was the keyboard. 
Accident happened last Thursday 
(12), about six hours before he was 
due to open a return engagement at 
Monaco’s Cafe, Cleveland. 

His musicians barely had time to 
get some of the worst bumps ironed 
out of their horns, or borrow instru- 
ments from band friends, before 
opening. 
samaritan by sending over 
one of its small electric organs for 
the leader, who ran into more 
trouble at a belated quick rehearsal. 

It was the first time he had met 


| his new vocalist, Betty-Ann Simms, 
whom MCA had auditioned in New 
York and picked for his outfit. 


Singer blew in with a portfolio of 
ASCAP songs, which couldn't 
aired from cafe, so every number 
had to be changed at last minute. 
Opening came off okay but Pablo 
is convinced that Thursday the 12ih, 
not Friday the 13th, is the unluckiest 
day in the year for him. 





Campus Ballroom 
Is Doing the Polka 


Half the Nights 





Detroit, Dec. 17. 
Campus Ballroom, despite the col- 
legiate name, is currently celebrating 
its 13th anniversary here as an old- 
time dancing center. Eddie Dreyer, 
who used to be an orchestra leader 
and still works at it, decided to give 


|up the footloose end of the business 


years back to become a dance hall 
owner—and the work is steady for 


his band. 


On three nights a week the ball- 
room holds its old-time dances fea- 
turing such stuff as square dances, 
waltzes, polkas, schottisches, 
gotti, rye waltzes and circle 
steps. This not only pulls out the 
old-timers and foreign groups which 


are plentiful here but has built up a | 


fair patronage among 
fry who'll try 
nights Dreyer 
swingtime. 
Dreyer also is 
Garden Center ballroom in 
which his wife manages. 


the younger 
anything. On 
leads his band in 


the owner of 





| Auto Ride Brings Death 


To Missouri Musicians 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 

Joe Ed Frieze and John Graham, 
residents of Clinton, Mo., and mem- 
bers of a dance band were killed last 
week in an auto accident near their 
home town. The car in which Frieze, 
Graham and five others were riding 
failed to make a curve at the junc- 
tion of Highways 13 and 35 at the 
north edge of town at 3:30 a.m. Two 
other of the tooters were 


and bruises. 

Graham was maestro of the band 
'which was returning from a 
engagement near Clinton. In 
tion to playing in the dance band 
the dead youths were members of 
the Municipal band in Clinton. 





SKIRT SNAG FATAL 


Girl Singer Dies—Companion Also 
Traffic Victim 


Detroit, Dec. 17. 
Two members of Earl Gardner's 
orchestra were killed in a freak 


traffic accident late on Dec. 9 after | 


finishing the 
Gables, Lansing, Mich. 

Miss Ardean Good, 19, the singer 
with the band, and Francis Marley, 
20, a musician, were crossing the 
highway in front of the nitery when 
her dress was snagged by a passing | 
car. Marley went to her assistance 
and they »oth were thrown under 
the wheels of another automobile. 
She was killed instantly and he died 


| the next day. 
Marley was a resident of Upland; 
Ind.. and Miss C 1 lived in Fort 
i We iyne, 


A music store proved to be | 


he 
oe | 


badger- | 
two- | 


| 
other | 


knocked | 
unconscious and others suffered cuts 


nitery | 
addi- | 


‘ght’s work at Coral | 


—— —~» 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Dec. 14, 1940) 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below 


of more than one band or vocalist 





throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. 


are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 


Names 
after the title indicates, in order of 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures in parenthesis 


indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings.) 


| 
| 1. Down Argentina Way 3)..... 
re eee TS) Ssvsiaccvecewsa cs 
Be ee FS) ise vaceeetesesadeene 
Oniy Forever (3) ccoccsssseses 
O- Snere f Go GS): sseccssccss - 
G. Two-Dreams Met (2) c.cisaeccss 





Mmuumooote (2) cisciccsceace 


Dream Valley (2) 


9. I Give You My Word (2) 


| 10. 


Nightingale in Berkeley Sq. (1). 





the | 
Detroit | 











ew Oe ee 


oe { Bob Crosby ..cccccccccsccscer Decca 


ee ae 
| Gene Krupa .......... 


.... Victor 
...Columbia 


(Inkspots ...... eye rey tree Decca 
| Tommy Dorsey .............Victor 
ee Pree 
Bing COR 6 iicsc cs 60ceeees OOO 
{Tommy Tucker ..............Okeh 
Will Bradley ............Columbia 
WOOKT FEOTIOOR ices ececcscves Decca 
TOMMY DOSEN Ss ciscccsascss Victor 
Eddy Duchin ...........Columbia 
PPO We Teer asikbesteccss Becca 
WOOGT TECTIA 6 006.dssdees es Decca 
Bammy Baye ...+ieccsdssees VIC! 
« Prankie BIAQSters <iscecscccees Okeh 
| Woody Herman ........ oseeee Decca 
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< BOGY GCM 6 iidswces sees Colum! 
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ig i See Bluebird 
he SEO cc eebeeisesinwead Victor 
PRRMGS TUITE Ab vtcccoseed en Columbia 
| Jack Leonard ...... Sa Gdosie ens Okeh 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These recordings are directly below 
ing in demand on the coin machines.) 


the first 10 in popularity, but grow- 
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Now I Lay Me Down to Dream......[ ANGY Birk cic diccscucsnccees Decca 
City LOmparae <isecsvscsees Decca 
| Bob Chester ..... es . Bluebird 
One Ff LOVE: vices bieeeb tae eneeeeet Tommy: Dorsey ....... Veen Victor 
OS Rs S| a a PORATNY TORO oe case eies-con Victor 
PPO Pee 55 Glkk $45 95508003 Okeh 
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Oe ee Victor 

| BONDIC BOSWEN 4 ii ciscccveeses Decca 

PUCNCS ccccccccccccccccececsccese oe § Avtle BHAW 6. ccvsccecsesesss Victor 
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Last Time I Saw Paris.. ; 5 a a a IMME OS eee ot Victor 
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1. Down Argentina Way.......... SO SPOOR nadine xdaces ones r co ceeee 

) Leo Reisman ...........0..++- Victor 

| 2. ThereIGo..... sevsceecceeseess § Woody Herman ......sseees. Decca 
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Ray Noble to Strand, N.Y. 


| Ray Noble orchestra, out of the 
eastern territory for some time, has 
been booked for a stretch 


to open either Feb. 7 or 14. 

| Noble is currently at the Palmer 
| House, Chicago, where he stays un- 
til mid-January. 





| Meredith Willson contracted to do 
10 sides of his concert hall series for 


Decca. Tunes, written by American 
composers for Maxwell House radio 
show, will be known as Album of 
j; American Classics. 


at the | 
| Strand theatre, New York. Band is | 


WON BUREAU BOOKS 





| IANON, ARAGON 
! TRIANON, AR 

| Chicago, Dec. 17. 

| WGN Talent Division activities, 
with (Noel Gerson) has exclusive 


| booking contract for the New Year's 
Eve show in the nation’s two top 
ballrooms, the Trianon and Aragon. 
Show will be booked through Marvin 
Welt’s desk in the Talent Division. 


Also underway is a move to eX- 
pand the lecture bureau departmé 
with Gerson angling for some of tne 


i biggest names in the field. 
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Mutual Disappointment in Paul Whiteman vs. RCA  xavie: 


. Supreme Court Declines to Listen 


Disc Litigation 





Washington, Dec. 17. 
Efforts of both disc makers and 
music middlemen to get a U. S. Su- 
preme Court ruling on the copyright 


question failed with refusal of the | 
highest bench to hear argument in 


the tiff between Paul Whiteman and 
RCA Manufacturing Co. Without 
any explanation—and leaving the 
mutually-unsatisfactory lower court 
verdict standing—the final tribunal 
Monday (16) said nothing doing in 
response to petitions for a chance to 
debate the issues. 

Both Whiteman and RCAM were 
denied reviews sought last month. 
The platter firm wanted to explain 
its contention that all of the rights 


to license reproduction were ob- 
tained under contracts with the 
band-leader while the latter main- 


tained in his brief that he had not 
surrendered some of the stake suc- 
cessfully claimed by RCAM. _ Es- 
sentially, each .one wanted to put 
the same questions before the final 
umpires, although some new ques- 
tions were raised by the disc-cut- 
ting outfit. 

Central issue was the sufficiency 
of the restricted-use notices printed 
on the platters. The Second Circuit 
Court of Appeals said the ‘don't 
broadcast’ notice can be disregarded 
and opened the way for unlimited 
use of recordings, 


MUSIC DEALER WINS 


Ownership of Valuable Violin Put 
Up to State Supreme Court 








Detroit, Dec. 17. 

It had to go all the way up to the 
State Supreme Court but the ver- 
dict was sweet music to a Detroit 
music dealer. Long litigation broke 
out here a year ago between Andrew 
Werner, a violmist, and Marion Ja- 
ruga, the music dealer, over who 
was the owner of a valuable ‘Guarn- 
erius,’ 

Werner’s contention was that he 
left the valuable violin with the 
dealer as security for payment on 
anew violin he was buying. Jaruga 
claimed that it was another, and far 
less valuable instrument, which 
Werner left with him as the down 
payment. He also charged that the 
violinist failed to make any claim 
until Detroit newspapers wrote ar- 
ticles about the valuable violin in his 
shop. 

It was a pretty close decision, the 
court said both sides gave ‘impelling’ 
testimony but decided for the music 
dealer, 


+ 





MILLS’ CONSENT DECREE 


Bars it From Use of Name Pro-Arte 
For Subsidiary 





Mills Music, Inc., agreed Monday 
(16) to a consent decree barring it 
from further use of the name Pro- 
Arte Music Publications for one of 
its subsidiaries. N. Y. supreme court 
justice Carroll G. Walter signatured 
the order after Pro-Art Publications 
had brought injunction proceedings. 
Mills’ counsel, S. J. Buzzell, stated 
that his client had been totally un- 
aware of the other firm’s existence 
but that the change of name would 
be made readily. 

Pro-Art publications stated yester- 
day (Tuesday) that it was not the 
firm which was putting out three 
new numbers by Buddy Arnold, as 
reported. Nor was it affiliating it- 
self with BMI, 


Gerard Claims ‘Mush’ 
Song a Lift, Also Hints 
Chaplin Barber Scene His 


‘When the Mush Begins to Rush 
Down Father's Vest’ is rushing the 
publishers, Doraine Music, N. Y., 
into copyright trouble. Letters have 
been sent to the major broadcasting 
companies, Victor Records’ and 
Doraine, which issued the tune about 


three months ago, pointing out that | 


the title of the number and words 


and music of the chorus were copy- | 


righted in 1923. 

Barney Gerard, who owns the 
original copyright, maintains he 
wrote melody and lyrics of the tune 
and used it in one of his revues for 


five years. New edition bears the 
names of Don George, Boob Mc- 
Manus and Teddy Hall. Gerard ad- 
mits their verses are different, but 
says chorus varies only by a few 
words. 


Gerard, who produced scores of 
vaude and burley revues, is investi- 
gating the possibility of another in- 
fringement in Charles Chaplin's film, 
‘The Great Dictator.’ Scene in the 
picture has the comedian a barber 
shaving a patron to the rhythm of 
an operatic aria. Gerard claims to 
have used the same bit of business 
in ‘Follies of the Day,’ produced in 
1923. Entire show was copyrighted, 
but Gerard’s attorneys are still en- 
deavoring to determine whether the 
blanket ticket would cover such a 
piece of business. 
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WISHFUL 
HELLO MA! | 


radio stations — Free! 


Music Machine Opera 
of all-star recordings on 


regular “Big 3” Music 
tip-offs on best sellers 


Robbins Music Corporation 








Released This Week / 


The Two Top Tunes by 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture 


Program Directors: Send today for our new 
PLATTER CHATTER bulletins,—oa script aid to pro- 
grom directors, available to all ASCAP licensed 


from your distributor. And... write today for our 


Entertainers Everywhere: All material being dis- 
tributed this week to theatres, hotels, cafes, ballrooms 
end ASCAP licensed radio stations. Be among the 
first to join the most unusual song campaign of 
the decade on this score. 


MURRAY BAKER, Gen.-Prof. Mgr. 


Ralph RAINGER 


ND HANDSOME” 


THINKING 


DONE IT AGAIN | 





tors: Reserve your supply 
this score, soon available 


Machine News,— advance 
free to all operators! 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 
LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr 
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CUGAT’S CAMEL SUB 


Committed to Beachcomber at 
Miami for Five Weeks 
Cugat’s band will probably 


a substitute for 


have weeks on 
the Camel commercial on which it 
replaces the current Bob Crosby 
band Jan. 7. Cugat had been set for 
some time to play five weeks at 
Monte Proser’s Beachcomber 
Miami, Fla. Now 
conflict. 

Plans to relieve the situation are 
not definite, but it will probably be 
straightened out by having a sub 
group of musicians on the broadcast 
for the five weeks, using Cugat ar- 
rangements. Leader would fly back 
and forth from Florida each Satur- 
day to appear on the broadcasts. 


five 


spot at 


the two bookings 


GOODMAN SOCK 


WITH NY. | 


SYMPH 


By EDWARD SMITH 
Benny Goodman, appearing Thurs- | 
day (12) with the N. Y. Philharmonic | 
as a clarinet soloist, was heard twice, | 
first in the Mozart Concerto in A | 
Major for clarinet and orchestra, and 
then in Rhapsody for orchestra and 
clarinet in B-flat Major, by Debussy, | 
Obviously nervous and shaken at the } 
ordeal ahead of him, the soloist | 
made his entrance to a static smat- | 
tering of applause. During the short ! 
orchestral prelude before he was to 
begin, he fingered his music, and | 
shifted uneasily. 
No sooner did he begin, however, 


he tossed aside all his fears, and 
with the authority of a _ veteran | 
plunged into the concerto. At the 


conclusion of the opening allegro, all 
doubts were gone. The long finely 
spun legato passages, the excellent 
shading, and the clear staccato work, 
established the swingster at the head 
of his class. Gaining in poise as the 
concerto continued, Goodman opened 
up, and literally ‘went to town,’ tak- 
ing the difficult runs and cadenzas 
with the ease and grace of a colora- 
tura soprano. The concluding rondo 
with its difficult trills were a pipe 
to Goodman, who received a terrific 
ovation from the Carnegie Hall 
audience, in which both the Philhar- 
monic orchestra and its conductor, 
John Barbirolli joined 

On his second appearance in 
Debussy work, the band leader let 
go with everything, exhibiting a 
masterly control over his instrument 
covering the widest latitude of range 
and color, and concluding with a 
ringing -trumpet-like blast which 
swept a cheering audience to its feet. 


the 


In only ane passage was there any 
apparent difficulty, where for the 
first time, a top note slid sharp, but 
vithout the pause of a second, Good- 
man swept back on pitch thout 


the majority of the audience being 

aware that anything 
Despite the fact 

pearing with the 


amiss 
ap- 


armonic 


had gone 
that he was 
Phill 
the orchestra supp was not alto- 
] This wv especially 
I where 
ele pace set by 
more of a handi- 
than an 


cap to the flowing music 


asset. To triumph as he did, despite 
these handicaps, marks a crowning 
achievement of a musician’s career. 
Goodman was not attempting an 
entry into a ew field, as he had 
pee 1 ( net prodigy, 
at 10 i: native Cl go, sludying 
he it ent under Franz Schoepp 
of the Chicag Svmpt orchestra 
and not lea ig the classical field 
] he 2 ¢ of 6 vner ne ne | 
Rey Pe k ( est e of t 
I ee Li bi: é 
y other ppe f 1 tne 
Classical field, Goodman has ap- 


peared at Town Hall. N. Y., with the 
3udapest String Quintet in the 
Mozart Clarinet quintet, with the 
Buffalo Philharmonic in the identical 
Mozart work he played on this pro- 
gram, with the Rochester Civic in 
both the Mozart and Debussy works, 
and Joseph Szigeti. the Hun- 
garian violinist, at Carnegie Hall, in 
Bartok’s ‘Contrasts. He has also 
recorded with Szigeti. 


sith 
Witn 


The top galleries were filled with 
the orchestra leader’ admirers 
while the boxes and orchestra had 
hardly more than 75° capacity, but 


orchestra, who 


scoff, 


it was those in the 

perhaps had come to 

the cheering. 
Goodman’ ct 


that led 


incert will be re- 


peated for Columbia Record Both 
Goodman and the orchestra are con- 
tracted to that compan’ It will be 


ed in album fc 


Plus Promotions, Inc., All 


Were Promised But 


Sues Victor on Newspaper Disc Stunt 


eges Unidentified Classics 
Withheld 





Straus Curtseys BMI 
New York. 

Editor, VARIETY: 
I want to thank you for the 


very kind notice you gave me in 
Dec. 11. After 
I and my 
’ o recently experi- 
enced in Europe, it is doubly 
moving to be ith such 


your edition of 


the distressing time 


far hy } 


ia lve 


received w 


warm friendliness in this coun- 
try. 
The flowers from Mr. Sydney 


Kaye, of Broadcast Music, Inc., 
to which you gave such promin- 
ent attention, were another wel- 


come expression of that same 
friendliness to me. Since you 
have interpreted Mr. Kaye's 


gracious gesture as a ‘frank bid’ 
to sign me up for BMI, I think 
it only just to tell you that my 
coming to country was fa- 
cilitated by the broadcasting in- 
dustry through the agency of 
BMI. The broadcasting industry 
did me a very great service dur- 
ing this terrible crisis. I do not 
want to leave any 
flection against those 
been kind to me. 


this 


unkind 
who 


re- 


have 


Oscar Straus. 





Jellyroll in Publishing 
Biz, Assigns Tunes to BMI 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Morton and Benjamin 





Jellyroll 


Spike have assigned all the music of | 


their new publishing biz here to 
Broadcast Music, Inc. Catalog will 
be supplied by Negro composers. 

Morton’s deal with BMI doesn’t 
conflict with his status as writer- 
member of American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
unless it can be proved that he has 
had something to do with the crea- 
tion, editing, doctoring or arranging 
of the works in the Morton-Spike 
catalog. 


Plus Promotions, Inc., and Nathan 
A. Hurwitz filed 
N. Y. federal court against RCA 
Manufacturing Co., seeking 
$150,000 
of contract. 
the 


RCA’s classical 


suit Friday (13) in 
the 
Inc., 
alleged 


breach 


tribute 


damages of for 


breach Alleged 
was right to di 


(Victor) 


over 


recordings 


in accordance with a plan for proe 
motion of these records, submitted 
by the plaintiffs to RCA. 

-laintiff claims to be in the busi- 


ness of increasing the circulation of 
newspapers. In Jan., 1938, it de- 
vised a plan whereby records of 
symphonies and operas could be dis- 
tributed through newspapers to the 
public at low prices from masters in 
the possession of manufacturing 
companies, with labels which do not 
reveal the names of the orchestras or 

sts. Soloists would be paid a 


solois 


flat fee, rather than on a percentage 
basis. According to the complaint a 
deal was set up with RCA, who 


agreed to allow plaintiff to distribute 
its records, if an experimental sale 
in the N. Y. Post proved success- 
ful. 


The Post sale was successful, com- 


plaint claims, and the defendant 
breached the agreement by failing 
to turn over its records, and using 


the scheme for its own profits, 


BOOZEY TITLE OF SONG 
BARS IT FROM WEBS 


Cole Porter's tune, ‘Make It An- 
other Old Fashioned, Please,’ from 
the show, ‘Panama Hattie,’ has been 
banned lyrically by both NBC and 
CBS nets. It’s okay to do it as an 
instrumental, however. 

Lyrics of the tune have a liquor 
angle. easily noted by the title, a 

| subject verboten on the chains. 
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says 
GENE KRUPA 


.. who's travel- 
ing fast in the 
right direction! 


@ Even if saving money 
doesn't mean much to 
you, Grevhound’s sull 
your best ber. Tr 

going by Super-¢ aa 
next trip—you ll dis- 
cover.a lot of luxurious 
comfort aboard these 





streamliners of the high 
way. And they'resocon- 
venient—there'salways 
a Greyhound when 
you wantto start travel- 
ing! Fares are lower 
than for any other type 
ot transportation—and 
there's a still greater 


, ti Ww ) 
helows reduction when you 


charter a bus for your 
whole group. Go Grey- 
hound—and go soon, 
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Band Grosses on One-Nighters 


Bob Chester hit a good spot Sunday 
land. 





(15) at the Trianon Ballroom, Cleve: | 
His draw of 1,962 was better than average for that room. 





Bob Chester (Trianon Ballroom, Cleveland, Dec. 15). Chester marked up 


approximately $1,275 at an average 
Topped Gene Krupa’s previous Sunda 


Ted Lewis (Memorial Auditorium, 
had extremely bad weather as opposi 
for promoter Tommy Thompson. 
for spectators pyramided an approxi 
isfied. 


Boyd Raeburn (Jacksonville, Ill., D 


65c admission with 1,962 dancers. 
y by nearly 300. 


Chattanooga, Tenn., Dec. 13). Lewis 
tion, yet ran attendance beyond 2,000 


Price scale of $1.10 for dancers and 75c 


mate gross of $2,000. Op much sat- 


ec. 13). Illinois College Junior Prom 


wound up with a $400 take from 150 couples. 








Band Reviews 





CARL BONNER ORCHESTRA (10) | 
Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit } 

When Carl and Leone Bonner 
were going to become a threesome 
last spring instead of just a dance) 
team, Bonner looked around and de- 
cided to follow an old urge and have 
a band of his own. Having made | 

lenty of friends in their nine years | 
in show business, he had the Club | 
Royale here lined up for his orches- | 
tra before he had it fully assembled. | 
Since last April the band has played | 
steadily in this town, now winding | 
up 10 weeks downtown in the swank | 
Book Casino. Following plentiful 
party engagements here, the band 
moves to the Park Plaza in St. Louis 
in January. 

Present combination consists of 


three sax, one trumpet, electric gui- | 


tar and switch-hit at fiddle, piano, 
drums and bass, 
ing a whack at the double piano 
when room is right size. 
dles the straight vocals, too, with 
Johnny Rinaldo, featured on the 
electric guitar and taking care of the 
South American way songs. The 
band goes strong for vocals, being 
able to whip un a trio and sextet. 

The band prides itself on its ver- 
satile style, being, however, strongly 
on the sweet. swing style. Its rhum- 
bas are good, which would be ex- 
pected after months here where the 
Spanish style is fancied. When hot- 
ter style is needed a five-man swing 
crew of vibraphone, bass, piano, 
clarinet and guitar is used, particu- 
larly on late broadcasts. Having 
worked in front of orchestras for 
rears, Bonner also plays an excel- 
ent show, working deftly with the 
performers. 

However, in striving for versatil- 
ity, the band seems to lack distinc- 
tion. There is nothing sharp about 
its performance and Bonner often 
lacks zest. Contributing to this weak- 
ness probably is the ease with which 
the band found acceptance here. 
Bonner evidently is aware of the 
combination’s present shortcoming 
and is going out after some novelty 
arrangements. There is plenty of 
sound musicianship in an_. outfit 
boasting Earl Perkins. Zev Clay and 
Babe Routh, sax section; Al Green, 
trumpet: Loren Parson. fiddle and 
guitar: Rinaldo, rhythm ~ guitar; 
Frank Yakots. piano: Frank Bredau, 
drums, and Bob Dailey, bass. Pool. 


WALLY STOEFLER’S 
With Marvis Dinning 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 

For two years, Wally Stoefler, a 
musical product of Springfield, Mo., 
has been out of this territory, which 
was his for several years before he 
ventured eastward. His return has 
been celebrated as is common to one 
who gave forth with music good 
enough to stamp him in the memory 
of the terp trade thoroughly enough 
to last a long time. 

It has been two years since he last 
played the Turnpike, but, greeted by 
zero weather and other discomfort- 
ing circumstances, the orchestra still 
stepped out and garnered good money 
and comment. t’s an intimately 
styled band, simple in its rhythm 
and’ making it easy on the dub and 
accomplished dancer as well. Stoef- 
ler has a battery of arrangements 
and arrangers to provide him with 
the library meat he possesses. Harry 
Smith (brass) is the chief arranger: 
George Willhoite (piano) comes up 
with the rhumbas; Curt Ramsey 
(brass) does straights, and Dick Rob- 
erts (brass), the novelties. Besides, 
Stoefler buys outside the band from 
Gordon Hinkley for specials. 

Singing is mostly built around 
good-locker Marvis Dinning, who 
solos and teams up with Smith. Ram- 
sey and Roberts for a quartet. All 
the vocals are good. Smith is the 
man who draws up the musical ap- 
proach to them all. 

Stoefler. himself, is a handsome joe, 
graying slightly at the temples and 
with the appearance of a baton-han- 
dling Cesar Romero. Art. 


ORCH (12) 





PHIL LEVANT ORCHESTRA 
With Gale Robbins, Don Gordoni 
Terrace Grill, Hotel Muehlebach 
Kansas City, Missouri 

No stranger in the Grill is Phil 
Levant. Last stop here was about a 
year ago, and now, as then, biz is 
pleas reflecting his presence, 
Band definitely packs a lift and a 
style of its own arranged mostly 


ntiv 


with Bonner tak- | 


He han- | 


over a tenor background. The per- 
sonnel is assorted in a 3-3-3 group- 


ing giving a compact basis for work- | 


ing out the smooth dansapations. 
The instrumentation is varied by the 
tenor and alto saxes, clarinets 
carried in the reeds and by the 
celeste bells in the tympani. Levant 
fronts with his viola adding a lighter 
touch to the music. 

Arranging is handled by Joe 
Kovats, pianist, and Levant, and 
some tunes are cleffed by Irving 
Rouse out of Chi. Reeds are han- 
dled by Frank Diesi, Charles Fonda 
and Carl Harris. Brass is confined 
to trumpets played by George 


Schuster, Milt Hubbard and Webb 
Fields. Rhythm section is rounded | 


out by Herb Arney at the string 
bass and Dick Dickson at the drums. 
| Vocal work is given some extra at- 
tention as Levant carries both girl 
and boy singer. Featured are both 
Gale Robbins, a Chi beauty contest 
; winner, and Don Gordoni, the origi- 
nal all-American Jack Armstrong 
| for Wheaties. Both are handsome 
specimens, and both sing in keeping 
with appearances. Miss Robbins 
holds to a throaty, contralto delivery, 
and Gordoni is on the higher side of 
the baritone range. Quin. 





Band Bockings 








| Inkspots & Orchestra, 
Harrison Aud., Greensboro, N. C.: 
21, City Aud., Savannah, Ga. 24, 
Jacksonville, Fla.; 25, Bethune Col- 
lege, Daytona Beach, Fla.: 26, West 


Feb. 18, 


Palm Beach, Fla.; 27, Harlem Square | 


Club, Miami; 28, St. Petersburg, Fla.: 
March 1, Roosevelt hotel, Jackson- 
ville, Fla.; 4, Aud., Macon, Ga.: 5. 
Aud., Atlanta; 6, Aud., Columbia, 
S. C.; 21, Dreamland B., Little Rock, 
Ark.; 23, Dallas, Texas: 26, Aud., 
Galveston: 27, Aud., Houston; 31, 
San Antonio 


Lucky Millinder, Dec. 31, Olympia 


Hall, Philadelphia; Jan. 20, Detroit: 
Feb. 1, Manhattan Center, New 
York. 


Monessen, Pa.; 31, Olympia Hall, 
Philadelphia. 
Erskine Hawkins. Dec. 25, Roan- 


oke, Va.: 27, 
Jan. 24, Earle theatre, Philadelphia. 

Charles Barnet, Jan. 2. four days, 
State T., Hartford; 10, three days, 
Met. T, Providence 

Bill McCune, Dec. 23, Lord & 
Thomas Adv. party. New York: 25, 
titz B., Pottsville, Pa.; 27, Manhat- 
tan Center, N. Y. 

Al Kavelin, Dec. 
dorf hotel, New York; 26, party, 
Yeading, Pa.; 27, party, Ford City, 
Pa.; 28, party. Youngstown, O.: 30, 
Bradford T., Bradford, Pa.; 31, party, 
Detroit. 

Count Basie, Dec. 20, Bowdoin C.. 
Maine; 25, Madrid B., Harrisburg. 
Pa. 

Jack Teagarden, 
more C. C., Balto. 

Benny Goodman, Dec. 31, Sunny- 
brook B., Pottstown, Pa. 


25, party, Wal- 


Dec. 25, Balti- 


Glen Gray, Dec. 31, Totem Pole. 
Auburndale, Mass. 

Jan “vitt, Dec. 31, Aud., Wor- 
cester, Pa. 

Jim~y Dorsey, Dec. 31, Mechanics 
Halli, Boston. 

Bob Chester. Feb. 5. six weeks, 
Roseland B.. New York. 

John Paul Jones, Dec. 21, indef., 


400 Club, Fort Worth, Tex. 

Bunny Berigan, Jan, 3, Temple U.. 
Philadelphia: 11, U. of Rochester, 
Roch.. N. Y.;%17, U. of Penn., Phila- 
delphia. 

Henry Busse, Jan. 20, Capitol T., 
Washington. 

ats & Fiddle. Jan. 7, Sunset B., 
| West Palm Beach, Fla. 
| Del Courtnev, Jan. 6, 
| Mosque, Springfield. Mo. 

Vauehn Monroe. Dec. 20, Memorial 
Hall. Melrose, Mass.: Dec. 21, Ar- 
cadia B.. Providence, R. I.: Dec. 25, 
Mechenics Ride., Worcester, Mass.: 
Nec. 7. 3 ‘nite engagement, Hotel 
Statler, Boston. 


| 
Tiny Bradshaw. Dec. 24, Arch B., | 


Strand B., Baltimore; | 


Shrine | 


Wife Asserts He Made Her Sing And 


! 

| SUES CARL MOORE 

| 

She Didn’t Want To 

aE FS 

St. Louis, Dec. 17. 
Charging her husband, Car] 

‘Deacon’ Moore, dance band leader, 

forced her to trill with the band 

when she wanted to settle down to a 

life of domesticity, Mrs. Margaret 


| Pflaster Moore last week filed suit in | 


the Circuit Court here for a divorce. 
Her petition alleges that traveling 
and warbling with’the band has im- 
paired her health. 
that her husband declared he cared 
more for his music than making a 
| home for her. 

The couple were married in Cov- 
| ington, Ky., Sept. 13, 1939, and sepa- 
| rated last Nov. 9. Mrs. Moore asks 
for a divorce, support and mainte- 
|mance and the restoration of her 
maiden name, Pflaster. There are no 
| children. 


Tucker-Baker Likely For 





| Biltmore hotel, New York, appar- 
ently will continue the popular pol- 
|icy it recently instituted in its Bow- 
man Room when Will Bradley’s or- 
chestra started a two-month stretch. 
| Though it’s not definitely signed Or- 
|rin Tucker’s band and Bonnie Baker 
will probably follow Bradley. Lat- 
ter exits Jan. 4, Tucker operting the 
6th if the negotiations are completed. 

Tucker started Monday (15) on a 
|commercial broadcast sponsored by 
| Yeastfoam Tablets, emanating from 
Chicago. It’s understood the broad- 
cast doesn’t tie Tucker to the Chi- 
cago area. It can originate from any 
point. 


| Eddy Duchin’s stay at the Waldorf 
hotel, New York, ends Jan. 10. He'll 
be followed into the spof's Empire 
Room by Leighton Noble’s orches- 
tra now current at the Wm. Penn 
hotel, Pittsburgh. Duchin one-nights 
his way east to replace Ray Noble 
at the Palmer House, Chicago, Jan. 
16. 


Other changes in N. Y. hotels in 
January will put Jimmy Dorsey into 
the Pennsylvania (20) in place of 
the current Glenn Miller. 
take over from Sammy Kaye at the 
Commodore is not yet set. Woody 
Herman replaces Abe Lyman at the 
New Yorker this week (Friday). 

When Kaye leaves the Commodore 
| Jan. 4 the hotel will not replace him. 
It has been auditioning small eight- 
piece combinations to use during the 


| dinner hour only, shuttering the rest | 


of each evening. Kaye’s personal at 
the Strand theatre, New York, has 
been moved up from April to Jan. 
10. He'll go in for two weeks on 
that date and pick up another three 
in August. 


HIS 41ST REELECTION 
Troy Union nenstene All Returned 
To Offices 


sroy, Nh. ¥. Dec: kT, 

In a closely contested election, 
Ralph W. Eycleshimer was reelected 
for the eighth term as president of 
Local 13, AFM. Anthony George 
was the opponent of Eycleshimer, a 
moving force in the campaign last 
winter to ‘bring back clean vaude- 
ville to Troy.’ Incidentally, a local 
paper, recently answering a reader’s 
letter asking what had happened to 
this widely - publicized movement 
obtained thousands of signatures to 
petitions which stated the 
expected something to develop after 
Ghristmas. 

Eycleshimer 
‘regulars,’ 


dependent’ 


headed the list of 
all of whom defeated ‘in- 


nominees. Three men, 
George A. Severance, financial sec- 
retary; Albert G. Lottridge, record- 
ing secretary, and Robert Haydn, 
treasurer, were unopposed. _Inci- 


dentally, Severance 
record, in being returned to office 
for his 4lst term. Others chosen 
were: Henry W. Baylis, vice-presi- 
dent; Walter B. Connor, Ebbe C. 
Nielsen, Harry P. Murnane, Roy 
Greyware and Paul A. Holz, execu- 
tive board members: President 
Eycleshimer, delegate to Troy Labor 
Temple Association, and with Fran- 
cis Donovan, to Troy Central Federa- 
_tionsof Labor. Ernest L. Green and 
Eycleshimer, delegates to Cohoes 
Federation of Labor. 


established a 


Wallace Ahead in L. A. 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
J. K. ‘Spike’ Wallace, incumbent 
head of local musicians union, is 
leading Owen Bartlett better than 
4—1 with one-third votes counted. 
Entire ticket looks in. 


Roy Webb cleffing score for ‘The 
Saint in Palm Springs’ at RKO. 


She also charges | 


N. Y. Biltmore Hotel 


Who will | 


sponsors 


Inside Stuff—Music a 


Frank Crumit and Julia Sanderson have a complete collection of al] 
| Victor Herbert's scores, including the shows in which they appeared and 
| even the little-known musical version of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ written in 
| 1898. Collection, which runs to 130 complete scores of musical comedies 
| will some day be donated to the Massachusetts Historical Society or the 
| Museum of the City of New York, according to Crumit. 

Besides such shows as ‘Tangerine,’ ‘Moonlight,’ ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ ‘No, No 
Nanette,’ ‘Queen High,’ ‘Oh Kay’ and other non-Herbert works, the collec. 
tion contains the score of Miss Sanderson's first show, ‘The Arcadian,’ with 
Charles Frohman’s autograph on the flyleaf. Crumit and Miss Sanderson 
are currently doing an Occident Flour program, which is waxed at World 
Broadcasting. 











Muriel Lane, new vocalist with Woody Herman band, isn't Toledo ama- 
teur as first reported. She's from Bridgeport, Conn., formerly on WICC, 
and started professional career six years ago with Irving Conn’s orchestra 
at Ben Riley’s Arrowhead, N. Y. Miss Lane was playing with Arthur 
Herbert orchestra at Commodore Perry, Toledo, and went to Detroit to 
| audition for Herman. 


Newt Perry (out of St. Mark’s and Yale) has Boston society orchestra 
but doesn’t mention it. However, has socialite Huntington R. ‘Tack’ 
Hardwick (Groton and Harvard) tracking down columnists for plugs. 
Hardwick and I. Newton Perry, Sr., (also St. Mark’s and Yale) were 
partners in Chicago Blackhawks. 

Warner Bros. music group has men out on the road to survey sources of 
exploitation other than radio so that the firms will know where to look for 
their plugs if and when the break with broadcasters takes place Dec. 31, 
WB was about the first to sign up again with ASCAP. 
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Duke Ellington ‘Chloe’—‘Across Track Blues’ (Victor 27235) 


Arrangement of ‘Chloe’ is typically Ellington, but he could have done 
better with it. Set at average tempo and played with a leaning toward a 
symphonic style the side only occasionally arouses interest. It sounds 
more like an Ellington original than a well-known standard. Melody de- 
served more consideration. Solos are on trumpet, sax and short ones on 
bass. ‘Tracks’ is more like it. An original, it’s cut in slow, lazy tempo, 
; each spin dispensing neat ensemble blending or a sax, muted or clear 
trumpet, clarinet or piano break, 





Tommy Tucker ‘Papa's in Bed’-‘Oceana Roll’ (Okeh 5861) 
Tucker’s best at such things as ‘Papa's in Bed with His Britches On’ 
However, this one lacks the lift and snap of some past performances in 
that groove. It slows down and tries to lean more toward the melody 
than the novelty. Still okay for his followers, though. Amy Arnell vocals. 
‘Oceana’ is a nice bit at moderate speed. It borders on corn. Well playéd. 
Miss Arnell and Voices Three vocal. 


| quespepuenaean 
Count Basie ‘Blues’-‘Apple Jump’ (Okeh 5862) 

Buyers of first side can be excused if wearing a puzzled expression at 
its finish. Best part, a finishing Basie piano solo, seems abruptly cut off. 
Rest of the jive tune sizzles under driving saxes and clear and muted brass. 
Jimmy Rushing vocals. Reverse is another hop piece. Another piano in- 
terlude, brilliant in taste and touch, features it. It’s not distinguished in 
any way. 


Sammy Kaye ‘Adi-Adi-Adios’-‘Somewhere’ (Victor 27205) 


Kaye’s outfit seldom steps far out of character. This doesn’t, but it’s a 
smooth try at a curious bit of Latin melody. Type of stuff that fits well in 
Tommy Ryan and band chorus do a bangup job on the vocal. 
‘Somewhere’ eases along in sweet tempo, a bit slow in spots, but otherwise 
Ryan again vocals. 


machines. 


okay. 

Mitchell Ayres ‘Old Fashioned’-‘We'll Meet Again’ (Bluebird 10940) 
| Ayres maneuvers ‘Make It Another Old Fashioned, Please’ into the best 
| thing he has done in some time and the best cutting yet released on this 
tune. In bolero tempo his arrangement is smooth and lifting. Mary Ann 
Mercer tops her vocal with an inebriated twist to the punch line. Reverse 
drifts along at easy speed, but with only average distinction. Miss Mercer 
does the lyrics. 


Charlie Barnet ‘Redskin Rhumba’-‘Southern Fried’ (Bluebird 10944) 

First apparently is a sequel to the same band’s ‘Cherokee,’ an earlier 
click. Arranged in the same hopping tempo, with wawaing brass behind 
jumping saxes, the side sounds enough like its predecessor to at first con- 
vince that it’s a reissue. However, this has comparatively little melody. 
Sax solos and a long muted trumpet ride it out. ‘Fried’ is another melody 
missing rhythm cutting. It spotlights a tasty blend of saxes and brass. 
It has a good point or two in breaks, especially one on sax. 


Tommy Dorsey ‘Swanee River’—‘Stardust’ (Victor 27233) 

Both sides good. ‘Swanee’ arrangement, played in crisp rhythmic tempo, 
is imbued with a smooth and solid punch. Sax and brass teams play 
ugainst one another and in ensemble with precision-like sureness. ‘Star- 
dust’ uses the vocal format of ‘I'll Never Smile Again’ to strong effect. 
Frank Sinatra and the Pied Pipers lift it intu a click bracket. At slow 
tempo the vocalists blend appealingly all the way until the fade, wh ch 
isn't so bright. That's its only bad mark. Dorsey’s trombone is in ils 
usual high groove on both tunes. 


Tommy Dorsey’s Travels §o. Cal. Gets $1,798,000 
Not Uniform Delight For WPA Music Project 


Tommy Dorsey and his band were 

buffeted plenty by the weather on 
| their trip from San Diego to New Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

| York last week to be on time for the Southern California was awarded 

$1,342,715 for continuation of Fed- 

Out-| eral Music Project. An additional 


band’s opening at the Paramount 

theatre last night (Tuesday). 

fit hopped a plane at 3 a.m. Friday | $456,204 also has been pledged under 
morning at San Diego and were | sponsorship of state department of 
scheduled to arrive in N. Y. Friday | education and other state agencies. 
afternoon. They didn’t get in until Disbursements will affect 1,148 
7:30 Monday (16) morning and Dor-! musicians and singers. 

sey didn't show up till late Monday —_—-— 


~“— Donald Hyde to L. A. 


Plane they were on was grounded 
by bad weather at El Paso, Texas, Donald Hyde, William Morris 
and the men were transferred to | agency salesman and son of Johnny 
rails. At Fort Worth and again at| Hyde of the same agency, left for 
St. Louis they were to go back into} the Coast Sunday (15). He’s been 
the air, but poor flying conditions shifted from the New York to Hol- 
prevented. They came ali the way | lywood branch. 
by train. Dorsey was forced off the Hyde has been working on selling 
rattler in Pittsturgh by an ailing | all types of talent, but has been con- 
tooth, } centrating lately on bands. 
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Ben Riley's Arrowhead Inn, N. Y., 
Files for Reorg: Club Cuba Ditto 





Ben Riley’s Arrowhead Inn., a 
cabaret and restaurant located at 
246th street, Riverdale, N. Y., filed a 
voluntary petition for reorganization 
in N. Y. federal court Monday (16). 
Petition was filed by William L. Mon- 
fort, secretary of Ben Riley’s Estates, 
but lists no assets or liabilities. 

Plan for reorganization offers to 
pay general claims in full over a 
period of three years in installments 
of six months each, starting six 
months after approval of the plan by 
the court. 

The Arrowhead was for many 
years one of the outstanding class 
roadhouses in N. Y. City, and gener- 
ally regarded as a signal success. 

The Mirar Amus. Co., Inc., oper- 
ators of the Club Cuba, at 123-25 
East 54th street, N. Y., filed a volun- 
tary petition for reorganization in 
N. Y federal court Monday (16), 
listing assets of $14,395 and liabilities 
of $72.161. Plan of reorganization 
offers to pay 25% to unsecured cred- 
itors through Jan. 1, 1942. 

Among creditors are Miriam Ar- 
mour, $32,057, loans; Richards & 
Hassen, Inc., $5,729 for concessions; 
Muzak Corp., $81; Eastman Kodak 
Corp., $135; American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 


«$1,089; Greater N. Y. Broadcasting 


Corp., $70; Brunswick-Balke-Collen- 
der Co., $1,097. Other creditors in- 
clude $759 in wages, the largest being 
owed to Ann Francine, $105, for ser- 
vices, and $50 to Don Ortio for ser- 
vices. Taxes owed to the city, state 
and federal governments total $3,465. 

Assets include $14,260 on fixtures, 
liquor, etc. Reason for the reorgani- 
zation, according to the petition, was 
the high rental paid, $7,200 yearly; 
losses during development, and ex- 
cessive operating expenses. The 
weekly payroll is $1,462 and operat- 








The Bum’s Picket 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 


Last year Benjamin (Benny-the- 
Bum) Fogelman gave up the ghost 
in his South Broad street nitery and 
went into the scrap iron biz with 
his father. His old spot was pur- 
chased by the Kaliner Bros, and con- 
verted into the Club Bali. 


A couple of months ago Benny 
came back into the nitery biz, and 
unable to find a spot on Broad street, 
reopened the old 21 Club on Locust 
street. Now he has a picket parading 
in front of the Bali with a sign read- 
ing: 

‘Are you looking for Benny-the- 
Bum’s. He’s right around the corner 
at 1321 Locust.’ 








2-BIT CABARET 


IDEA IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 


The two-bit night club idea, start- 
ed by the Bowery in Detroit, may 





find its counterpart in Philly soon.| son of a 


Kaliner Bros., who operate the Club 
Bali and the Little Rathskeller, have 


started negotiations for the rental of | 


ithe closed Shubert theatre, to con- 


ing expenses, exclusive of the pay- | 


roll, $4,500. 





FLOCK OF PIX HOUSE 
UNITS PLAYING SOUTH 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 17. 
Stage units currently in the Caro- 
linas, playing picture houses for the 
most part include: 
Ted Fio Rito’s orch, with The Mu- 
sical Pilots, Frank Lynn, and Candy 


Candido; Paul Cholet’s ‘Stars and 
Stripes’ Revue, with Charles and 
Helen Stone, Lund and Lund, and 


George Ballette: ‘Studio Scandals,’ 
with the Six Lucky Girls, Edison and 


vert it into a massive nitery with a 
nominal cover charge and cheap food 
and drinks, depending on the huge 
(2,600) seating capacity to make the 
proposition go. 

Stumbling block may be a clause 


|in the State Liquor code which for- 
| bids the granting of a license to a 


theatre. 


If the nitery plan fizzles, 
the Kaliners might reopen the Shu- 
bert as a vaude grind house. The 


Shubert, formerly a legit house, has | 


| been used for burley recently. 


} 
| 
| 


Louise, Evelyn Willard, and the 
Three Youman Brothers. | 
‘Broadway Passing Show,’ with 


Juno (mental marvel), Charley Taye, 
Ed West, The Jail Birds, Mae Wynn 
Foursome, Bento Brothers & Rita 
Co., Patricia Lane, Princess 
Broadway Debs and Johnny Vance’s 
orch, ‘ 

‘Pepper Box Revue,’ with Brodie 
Stirewalt, Smokey McKenzie, Marion 
Andrew, Billie Love, Cy and Sue, 
Darl Hulit, Tanya, and the Gus 
Schultz band; Owen Bennett’s Con- 
tinental Heat Wave,’ with Beatrice 
and D’Artois, Three Olympia Boys, 
MacBee and Henderson, Pat Lodier, 
Miss Christyne, and Josito and his 
band; ‘Bring On The Girls,’ all girl 
unit, 

Trixie Wells’ ‘All Girl Band and 


Revue,’ with Robert Buny, Ina 
Clarke and Ichabod Crane 
Tony Pastor’s ‘Gay '90s Revue,’ 


with Yorke and Tracy, Jack LaVier 
& Co., Mel Hall & Co., Sondra Lynn 
and Bernard and Jensen 


Coast AGVA Agents 
Meet on ‘Chiseling’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Direct booking by members of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
comes up for discussion this week at 
a session between an AGVA commit- 
tee and the Amusement Agencie: 
Ass'n. The practice is said to en- 
courage chiseling. 

A proposal to tilt the present pay 
minimum of $8.50 for club dates to 
10 is also under consideration. 


Carroll’s New Revue 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Earl Carroll's nitery went dark 
last Saturday (14) until unveiling of 
new revue headed by Jimmy 
Durante Dec. 26. Other acts include 
Frank Libuse, Six Debonairs and the 
Slate Brothers, held over. 

Bobby O’Brien and Ray Gilbert 
are collabing with Charles Rosoff 
ON music for the new extravaganza. 





Luana, | 





Romm Renews Deal 


Green Ducks Quiz On 
Booze Sales to Minors 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

Entering mp defense to charges 
that he sold booze to minors at his 
big roadhouse on the outskirts of 
town, Bill Green waived a hearing 
before an examiner of the state li- 
quor board here last week. Green's 
action l.ft it up to the board itself to 
| decide the case on the evidence ob- 





Casino last July. 

In May, 1939, after the same 
charge had been filed against Green, 
he also waived a hearing and paid 
a $900 fine in lieu of a 90-day sus- 
pension of his liquor license. 


After Dropping 1256 On 
S. F.’s ‘Best Cafe,’ Op 
Clicks With ‘Lousiest’ 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 
Frank DeGoff spent $125,000 to 








club in San Francisco. When the 





|his pockets. 

| ‘Okay,’ he muttered, ‘if that’s how 
| they feel, I'll give ‘em what they 
| want.’ Whereupon he opened the 
Streets of Paris in a basement and 
advertised it as the ‘lousiest night 
club in town.’ It has been an instant 
click. 

| The ‘worst’ nitery stages a floor 
|show every 15 minutes in the per- 
stripper. A _ three-piece 
band has orders to play as loud as 
possible. 

Strange bit of psychology no one 
| has explained yet is generated by an 
|old-time carnival peep-show (sub- 
|ject: Nudists) in the men’s room. 
Despite fact there’s a stripper out- 
side plus waitresses who leave noth- 
ing to the imagination, an endless 
flood of nickels goes into the bat- 
tered gimmick. 


“MATZOTH KING’ INTO 











Manischewitz, the ‘matzoth king,’ 
lis going into the nitery business on a 
| lavish scale on the fringe of New 


With GAC for ’Al York’s east side. He is converting 





Harry Romm, theatre agent for the 
General Amusement Corp., has re- 
newed his contract with that organi- 
zation for another year, 
Feb. 1. 

Romm conducts his own booking 
business in addition to having a deal 
with GAC on the exclusive booking 
of its contracted talent for theatre 
engagements. 


June Gardner and her Gentlemen 
of Swing back into New Penn, Pitts- 
burgh, for third engagement there 
this year. 


effective 


the Spanish Room of the Broadway 
|Central hotel into what 
called the Casino and opens around 
Xmas with Henry Berman as man- 
ager and 10% owner. 


Berman, wo is performer B.B.B.’s 
‘brother, has been at Moskowitz & 
Lupowitz’s on Second avenue as an 
entertainer and singer for the past 
two years. M. & L., incidentally, is 


virtually the only spot that hires 

performers by the year. 
Manischewitz’s Casino will seat 

around 500 and will play a fairly 


large floorshow. The matzoth manu- 
facturer has owned the Broadway 
Central hotel for a number of years. 


| tained in a spectacular raid on his | 


make the Deauville the finest night | 


doors closed on its shortlived career, | 
DeGoff was left with exactly 40c in | 


NITERY BIZ IN N. Y. 


will be | 


VAUDEVILLE 


‘All Signed Pacts Received by AGVA 
From N. Y. Indie, Circuit Vauders; 








Philly Accord Precludes UEA Exit 





— 


Frisco Vaude Coid 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 

Couple more blows socked vaude’s 
groggy frame locally. Grand- 
| fathers’ Follies,’ skedded to go into 
the Downtown, Oakland, after 
months at the Bal Tabarin, never 
got that far because the Downtown’s 
vaude try flivved before the troupe 
could get across the bridge. And 
Joe Meyer, who announced he would 
use five acts at the Tivoli come 
Xmas, has switched to two features 
at 15 and 20c. 
| Bal Tab’s plan to open Ted Lewis 
is also cold, with the maestro in 
Florida for the winter instead. 





six 








HENIE 656 IN 
ST.L, $0-S0 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 
Sonja Henie’s ice revue wound up 
local engagement at the Arena Sun- 
| day (15) with an estimated take of 
$65,000, which was 35% below biz 
done here last January by Miss 


Henie. Three days of almost con- 
tinuoug rain slowed down b.o. ac- 
tivity. 


This town was the first stop after 
the Houston opening. Show opens 
tonight (Tuesday) in the Buffalo 
Auditorium. Arena was scaled to 
$2.75. 


‘St. L. Fox Finds It Tough 
To Find ‘Suitable’ Talent 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 


After six weeks of vaudfilms at its 
5.000 seater Fox, Fanchon & Marco 
was forced to discontinue the policy 
|currently but resumes Friday (20) 
| with Will Osborne and his band and 
seven acts of native talent. Clyde 
Brown, manager of the Fox, said that 
Hollywood and New York sources 
were contacted for talent for the 
current week,. but the standard de- 
sired was not available so the house 
reverted temporarily to double fea- 
tures, 

The acts that will augment Os- 
borne’s band are the cream of the 
crop of the recent talent search of 
the theatre and radio station KMOX. 
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All individual contracts in the 
|five-year agreement between the 
;American Guild of Variety Artists 


(and circuit and indie vaudfilm op- 
erators in New York were signed 
and delivered to AGVA last week. 
\It’s the first deal in the history of 
the vaudeville business that gives a 
talent union a guild shop in variety 
houses. 


Plus the New York houses, AGVA 
also achieved a major point in hav- 
ing Eddie Sherman, leading indie 
booker, arrange for a similar deal 
for Fay’s and Carmen theatres in 
Philadelphia, and the Hippodrome, 
Baltimore. It’s probable that two 
other theatres Sherman books, the 
Adams, Newark, and Majestic, 
Paterson, will also sign AGVA 
agreements. 
| Although the deal takes effect im- 
|mediately, AGVA will not attempt 
| to put it in force until the last week 
|of this month, when all the houses 
‘and acts will be fully cognizant of 
the terms and machinery for organ- 
izing. 

Those in New York that signed 
were Loew’s, Paramount, Warner 
Bros., RKO, Roxy, Skouras, Fabian, 
Brandt and Sherman. Only major 
house missing is the Radio City 
Music Hall, with which AGVA is 
now trying to get an individual con- 
tract. . 


N. Y. vaudfilmers included in the 
deal are the Paramount, Strand, 
Loew’s State and Roxy on Broad- 
way; Skouras’ Academy on 14th 
street; Apollo in Harlem, previously 
signed; Windsor, Bronx, and Flat- 
‘bush, Brooklyn, both Brandt houses, 
and all of Loew’s and RKO theatres 
in the metropolitan area which play 
stage shows on one and two-night 
policies. 

Culmination of the deal came after 
months of negotiation between 
Dewey Barto, president, and Hoyt 
|Haddock, executive secretary, of 
| AGVA, and the theatre operators. It 
'imposes no further hardships on the 
theatres with the exception of in- 
| creasing the minimum pay for one 
|}and two-day stands to $10 per per- 
former per day. These houses have 
been paying an average of $5 per 
day per performer. 

With the theatre deal signed, 
AGVA will now intensify its effort 
to organize all of New York’s niter- 
ies. The vaudeville contracts will 
unquestionably swell AGVA’s paid- 
up membership, with this in turn 
paving the way towards effecting 
nitery deals. 

One immediate effect expected 
from the contracts signed with Sher- 
man’s houses is the elimination of 
Tom Kelly’s independent United 
Entertainers Assn. in Philadelphia, 
With AGVA having sewed up two 
of the town’s three vaudfilmers, and 
Warner’s Earle expected to sign in 
the near future, the UEA isn’t ex- 
pected to hold whatever membership 
it has. 

Kelly was, until a few months ago, 
executive secretary of AGVA in 
Philly. He was ousted after a 
rumpus, then reinstated by the na- 
tional board, but he refused the reine 
statement until such time as AGVA 
‘purged’ itself. Then his ouster was 
made permanent, with the result 
that he set up the indie actors’ or- 
Zanization he had controlled for 
more than 10 years prior to the ad- 
vent of the now defunct American 
Federation of Actors and the subse- 
quent AGVA. 


OPENING BILL SET 
FOR CINCY SHUBERT 


Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 

Opening bill for the RKO Shubert 
theatre’s vaudfilm season, starting 
Dec, 27, has Tommy Riggs, Al Tra- 
han, Ciro Rimac’s band, Christianis 
ind Gregory and Reynolds. 

It is the first visit here for Riggs 
since his network climb with myth- 
ical Betty Lou. He was on the 
Crosley staff for a year before bow- 
ing on Rudy Vallee’s program. Just 
prior to that break he played the 
Shubert for a week with an all-WLW 
show, acting as m.c. 

Shubert will have a 33-44-60-cent 
scale, and is to have a reserved seat 
plan, at $1.25 top, for a New Year’s 
Eve midnight performance. 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 17. 


Pa. Official Says He’s Proposing New 
Law to Curb Out-of-State Agents ,.:,:20% iene 


|N.V.A. patients, today they are Mr. 





namie ° jand Mrs. and both employed at the 
i a a * 9 ° ° | Will Rogers. She's at the switch- 
Philadelphia, Dec. 17. | Brin’s Tropical Nitery | toara, while he is the boss techni. | 
The State Legislature, which con- | ofees tek tin ent leboratery 
venes after the New Year, will be —— nr gis ee : 
: ; Law 3 his - 
asked to ‘put teeth in the law Piabniid Cine 20 | Jack Edwards, of this Actors Col 


ony, now a commentator over local 
Tropical nitery tagged the Zombie | radio station WNBZ. 

Club is being unveiled Thursday (19) Margie Tobin, whose last date was 

by Sammy Brin, for years associated | jn stock at the Howard, Boston, got 

with the late Lincoln Dickey and | an absolute okay after eight months 


who had charge of tickets for Billy | of bed routine. She is Hollywood 
Rose’s Aquacade at New York | pound. 


World's Fair for two seasons. | Carl Kern 


governing the licensing of booking | 
agents, Anthony J. Sharkey, State 
Department of Labor and Industry 
rep here, said yesterday (Monday). 
Sharkey, who has been conducting a 
campaign against out-of-State ten- 
percenters, said he would ask the 


is anticipating a go- 
Legislature to amend the law so that, Pp 8 g 





Unit Reviews 
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ROSE BOWL REVELS 6 !4*, figure.’ is featured in this all- 


girl act, but the Nelson Siste, 
(STUART, LINCOLN, NEB.) 





is 


lithe muscle workers, walk off with 
ry = — show = a sock acrobatic 
incoln, Dec. 7. rapeze act. ooking more like 
Johnny Cox’ Orch, Rich & Gibson, couple of girls from the tae Fe ; 
| Ernest Hiatt, Ray & Harrison, Lang, muscle team, the pair score repeat- 
_& Lee, Three Cards; ‘Christmas in! edly with gymnastics, feats of 
‘July’ (Par). | strength Fer endurance on the 
ieeduanadied trapeze. est act of its kind caught 
| This normally overheated football here this season. on 
| town has come to a boil about the! Miss Andrea’s performance, though 
Ph gM agg gh body whe | executed With grace and skill, is 
pg A pe Mens _ ‘hink ahenen | es —_ pane a ee dance 
* veils ending sui 
commercial possibilities of the event | stripperoo. Three yo ise tee 
et Se re to attach ‘Rose | line contribute background atmos- 
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nitery operators engaging acts 
through unlicensed bookers could be 
penalized by revocation of their 
liquor licenses ‘for abetting in the 
violation of a State Law.’ 

Sharkey and his assistant, Margaret 
Burke, said they would begin putting 
added pressure on niteries here be- 
ginning New Year's to force them in 
line to buy acts through Pennsy- 
licensed agents. They said they have 
the cooperation of the agents of the 
State Liquor Control Board. 

Sharkey said he was widening the 


scope of his drive to include agents | 
who book lecturers in Pennsylvania | 


while maintaining offices in New 
York. With platform 


great demand now, Sharkey said un- 


licensed bookers were having a field | surer of the American Guild of Var- | 





day—but warned ‘it wasn’t for long.’ 

He revealed that lecturer-bookers 
were trying to get around the law. by 
setting their clients for dates by mail. 
This, Sharkey said, was using the 
mails to break a State law. He said 
he has been promised the Vaid of 


practise. 

‘These unlicensed bookers 
business in Pennsylvania,’ 
said. ‘We must protect 





Cecil Golly repeats Dec. 22 at Ritz 
Ballroom, Bridgeport. McFarland 


speakers in | 


inspectors to break up this 


| 
| 


| 


must 
either get State permits or get out of 

Sharkey | 
legitimate | 
bookers from this unfair competition.’ | 


Twins skedded Dec. 29, Jimmy Dor- | 


sey Jan. 
Jan. 26. 


19 afid Ella Fitzgerald 














\ gest Buy in DETROIT \ 


Rates from $1.50 single and $2.50 
double. Special weekly rates to 
the profession, 

Every room has combination tub and 
shower. Reasonable-priced restaurant and 
cocktail bar. Completely rehabilitated 
throughout. Convenient te all booking 

SS offices and downtown district. 


HOTEL WOLVERINE 


Frank Walker, Manager 


Yi 


NS 


| 


S55 E. Elizabeth St., Detroit NY! 


(Same management as Hotel 
Chicagoan, Chicago) S 
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Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 























South Sea settings, including a 


tricky star-lit ceiling, have been de- 
signed by Richard Rychtarik, who 
did 
Orch’s operas, as well as for Great 
Lakes Expo. 
here was as treasurer for civic audi- 
torium, is 
Chuck Goldberg, hotel operator. 


sets for Cleveland Symphony 
Brin, whose last job 
fronting new _ spot 


Vs. Canning, Intl. Casino 


for | 


home Okeh from the Wiil Rogers. 
| Phil Perry, the Actors Colony 
| goodwill guy, will donate a 50-pound 
pail of Yuletide candy to the gang 
at the Rogers. 

Joe Bishop, formerly with Woody 
Herman's orch, is topping the list 
with good reports at the Rogers. 
| Harry (Stuart and) Martin, who is 


torium, making disc-recordings 
among the Rogers patients. 

| The Actors Colony forwards its 
greetings to the show biz for the 
'coming Yuletide and New Year, ap- 
preciating all kindnesses during the 


On Contract Technicality ast year 





Henry Dunn, as national trea- 
iety Artists, won a complete N. Y. 
supreme court victory Thursday (12) 
over Chester H. Canning and the 
International Casino Productions, 
Inc., when Justice William T. Co!l- 
lins approved an arbitration award 
for breach of contract and granted 
AGVA a judgment of $4,304 against 
the defendants. Original award by 
the American Arbitration Associa- 
tion was made Aug. 7, after a dis- 
pute which started June 5. 
Contract between the Casino and 
AGVA was signed Dec. 19, 1939, and 
provided for minimum salaries and 
for an engagement of four weeks at 
a time, with options for another 
four-week period. 
the show, which opened on Dec. 22, 
1939, and closed Jan. 11, 1940, had 
failed to pay employees for the 
fourth week, and failed to notify 
performers «° the closing which 
made the International Casino liable 
for an additional four weeks. It 
started action on behalf of 37 girls 
in the chorus and eight principals. 
he chorus will receive between 
$45 and $50 each, and the principals 
will be paid as follows; Sergio De 


Karlo, $103: Walter Cassell, $103; A. | 


Robins, $413; Wiere Bros., $620; The 
Debonairs, $568: Betty Bruce, $250; 
St. Clair and Day, $206; and Carol 
Bruce, $129. 





Marty Collins Solo 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Collins (and Peterson) is 
single for the first time 
in years, appearing at the Stork 
Club here. Act is not split up, 
however, the Stork Club not be- 
ing able to afford the team and 
settling for Collins solo. 

Collins and Peterson 
for Loew’s 
Jan, 9. 


Marty 
doing a 


are booked 
Capitol, Washington, 
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of the STARS: 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-7800 





J. H. 


GENERAL 


LUBIN 


MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 








AGVA claimed | 


Dick McAvoy (Dick and May Mc- 
| Avoy) has recovered from a broken 


Bobby Graham, Toronto ex-critic, 
|'who has been in and out of those 
| hospitals so many times, manages to 
| take time out to bed-side many in 
Canadian hospitals and also to greet 
this Colony weekly. 

Local paper is giving lotsa space 
|to the Christmas tree at the Will 
Rogers, also the flash tree on the 
town’s Berkeley Square. 
| Frank Yost to Brooklyn, Harold 





| Ross to Mt. Vernon, Frank | 
| (‘Mickey’) Cotter to New York, 
Mary (‘Tiny’) Gilchrist to Boston, 


|Abe (‘Sax’) Furman to Cincinnati, 
and Albert Farrell to Cleveland, all 
'on go-home okays from Dr. Santa 
Claus for the holidays. 

Harry Barrett, who is over 80 
years young, is not fairing so well. 
He was of the juggling Barretts. 

Pete Barlow, one of the original 
|Barlow (Circus) Family, left for 
| Augusta, Georgia, and will resume 


'indoor circus work. Here for 18 
| months. 
| Harry (‘Slipfoot’) Clifton got his 


ifirst furlough to go downtown. 

Ben Schaffer is penciled in to play 
Santa Claus at the Will Rogers. He 
was appointed by popular vote. 

Another mortician folded up due 
to the good reports handed out by 
the medicos of the Will Rogers and 
the Northwood Sanatorium, so bows 
l to Drs. Geo. Wilson and Wariner 
| Woodruff 

Write to those who are ill. 


| 


e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From VaRIETY) 








With John Gilbert 
Adoree heading the cast, ‘The Big 
Parade’ opened to strong b.o. at the 
New York Astor theatre. 





‘Rose Marie’ was ending its 72- 
week New York run at the Imperial. 
‘Sweetheart Time’ (Rufus LeMaire) 
was following it at the theatre. 

Carmélla Ponselle, sister of Rosa, 
made her debut at the Met Opera 
in ‘Aida. She wasn’t rated as good 
as her sister. 
| With William Fox’s acquisition of 
| the Whitehurst string of Baltimore 
| theatres, the rapidly increasing Fox 
holdings looked like they would 
reach 25 vaude weeks for the next 
season. 





Pantages took over theatres in 
San Antonio and Houston, in addi- 
tion to prior takeover of houses in 
| Dallas and Fort Worth, which indi- 
(cated that Pan was invading the 
| Interstate circuit. 





The Frank Tinneys, though di- 
vorced, lived in the same house in 
Baldwin, L. I. She had the top 
floor and he had the first. 


Dutch Schmidt Divorced 


Des Moines, Dec. 17. 
Clarence W. (Dutch) Schmidt, Des 





tor, was divorced in district court 
last week (12) by Ethel Veatch 
Schmidt, also former actress and now 
a@ dancing studio operator. Grounds 


The Schmidts were married in 
1917. They have one son, Emil Law- 
| son Schmidt. 





and Renee |= 


Moines agent and old-time vaude ac- | 


were cruelty and inhuman treatment. | 


a stage show in the Stuart for a 


coln in years. 

It is a good little show essentially, 
but was hampered when caught by 
an over-gabby m.c. He, 





minutes during the 61 minutes of the 
show. 

| Starters are Rich and Gibson, at- 
tractive dance team. Both hoofing 
| and xylophone routines are featured, 
and it makes a good opener. Femme 
portion of the team is a 


tuming good, too, 
No. 2 is Ernest Hiatt, fast gabber, 


any more in vaude. 


nostalgic manner which gets 
away nicely with the elder portions 
of the audience who 
when. He delivers enough 
nasties to kee 
too. Best trick is the fast delivery 
from memory of all the streets in 
town. 

Ray and Harrison are one of those 
comedy, two-and-half people acts, a 
guy and a near 190-pound female. 


knockabout, comedy ballroom danc- 
ing and hodge-podge nonsense. Heft 
in the gal is the comedy pin, and 
the act has its moments. 


with juggling, at which both 
good. Man’s gab is the weakest part 
| of it, made extra bad because of 





doing par-well at the hilltop sana- | end Lee, dallied sway more than od 


| 


week—the first week stand in Lin- |! 


| 


the male} 
member of the juggling act, Lang | 


Punchboards | phere for the sheddi 
are being sold for free trips to Cali- |” shedding. 


fornia, and on the other side, here’s | 


Maude Hilton and June Hobart 
score pleasingly in low comedy turn. 
Miss Hilton, vaude vet, handles ma- 
terial nicely, drawing laughs with 
well-timed gags, most of which are 
at her own expense. Miss Hobart 
feeds. Singing attempt of pair nets 
so-so results. 

Chic Kennedy, formerly with Rudy 
Vallee, emcees and also does a turn 


| at impersonations, in which he de- 
|picts ZaSu Pitt, Garbo, Hepburn and 
|Fannie Brice. Material is good and 


|excellently handled. 


| 
} 


| 


It’s a mixture of adulterated opera, | 


| 
| 


: . | 
Lang and Lee come into their own | 
are 


many bromides tossed into the mike |! 


| as he emsees. Bouncing ball and 
club routines good, however. Johnny 
Cox’ orch, furnishing background 


music, presentation style, takes over | 


for a short shot on 
nicely managed. 
| Windup act is Three Cards, bar- 


‘Trade Winds,’ 


rel-hopping and teeter board stuff. | 


| Routine looks okay, some very hard 


i flips and tricks being put across 
fairly cramped 


without a miss in 
| quarters, It’s one of those audience- 
|} rousing acts, 


and fills the closing 
| Spot expertly. 


Art. 


‘BRING ON THE GIRLS 


| (BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 
Charlotte, Nov. 30. 
Chic Kennedy, Nelson Sisters, 
| Maude Hilton and June Hobart, 
Andree Andrea, Betty Lee, Line (8), 
Josephine Begonia and her Co-ed 
Melodears (8); ‘Street of Memories’ 
(20th). 
_ Andree Andrea, platinum stripper 
billed as ‘girl with the million dol- 


She also does 
a ‘Little Nell’ skit, with props, that 


cutie, | 1S mediocre, due more to material 
| physically and on personality. Cos- than her handling, in which she de- 


picts all four characters involved. 
Betty Lee, a luscious parcel of per- 


a talking act such as is seldom seen, sonality plus, steps out from the line 
He has stand-| to do a xylophone turn, outstand- 
ard act written all over him and a} ing in the vim and vigor of her per- 
him | formance. 


She also heads line in 
military tap finale. Line, with ex- 


remember | ception of Miss Lee, is unimpressive 
near-| in three standard appearances. Band 
the balcony happy,| plays from stage. 


Just. 














Something 
New Under 
The California 
Sun! 


ART BORAN 


Presenting His Noted Impersonations ef 
Hollywood Celebrities 


FLORENTINE GARDENS 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
= 





Yeung Arthur Boran, radio's versatile enter- 
tainer, master of ceremonies, songster, actor, 
mimic-comedian—cream of the Broadway crop 

—Danton Walker, N. Y. Daily News 


Me 
Dir.: EVERETT N. CROSBY AGENCY, LTD. 

















CYNDA 
GLENN 


INTERNATIONAL COMEDIENNE 





Opening Dec. 19 


LOEW'S STATE, 
NEW YORK 




















Designed 


For Information: 


R. K. O. Building 


SAUL GRAUMAN REVUE 


featuring his (1 man 4 women) 


“MUSICAL STAIR-A-TONE" 


Dec. 19—-Loew’s State, N. Y. 
Dec. 27—-RKO, Dayton, Ohio 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 

Have now completed my small ‘‘Musical Stair-a-tone”— 


Itis an exact replica of the larger one—the same four girls 
dance on it in unison, producing melodies with their taps! 


Especially 
HOTELS - CAFES - CLUBS 
Max Roth, Charles H. Allen Agency 


Jan. 6-13 
Chez Maurice, Montreal 


For 


New York City 














Dec. 13—CLEVELAND 


Jan. 9—FLATBUSH, B’klyn 


Direction: 





| MERRY XMAS FROM ALL STOPS 


Dec. 30—WORCESTER and PROVIDENCE 


Re-signed with Geo. A. Hamid for 1941 Fair Season 


THE SIX GRAYS 


MAX TISHMAN, New York 


Dec. 20—DAYTON 


Jan. 16—WINDSOR, Bronx 
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| terested in bandology. The name! 
must mean something, for biz has 


| disappears from black velvet case, | 
}and instantly reappears on shapely | 





—_—— gam of well-dressed gal assistant. —_——_ been quite steady and a welcome 
Richard Himber Orch (15). Arren| Wizard would also de well to re- Chicago, Dec. 14, | respite in pre-holiday blues now at Milt Britton’s Band (12) wi 
; ste celts’ 4 a ’ : ’ 27 r : u te 
and Broderick, Al Bernie, Wally and Write patter in spots, and eliminate’ Neyal, Merle and Lee, Hubert Bane. s¥e , Specialties, Katherine! yo. Britton, Tommy Rafferty: Hens 
Vernon Stapleton, Dick Judge, Peggy ftom. repertoire one or two tricks) Castile, Kitty Carlisle, Johnny Burke,| Harris and Sid Tomack with Reis | Pammer, Dinah St ~ Bin’ esti 


Shore, Bill Brown 





Montgomery; ‘Escape’ (M-G). = known to every kid with magic a on = —r gee | Hild Bal- oe oo ee — viata oat and Floyd Christy, Borrah Mw 
omnnigen at ; ' ; et; ‘Tin Pan ey’ (20th), __* Bh iteh’ fo : , 
With the Richard Himber band as| Biz fair opening show Friday 13) cena five sax, six brass and four rhythm, | Shores él Tenaree ee OF 
Ye pr al substane is week's Kent. | 7 Hasan ‘ant, Savitt’s orch has a tone-producing | ewsreets. 
the principal substance, this week's Legh ee Suitable show for the current eaniiter tah ti dabiediina cok Gh int a 
stage show is more in the groove of week, with the picture rating as the times ‘held well in hand Saxes are | i i ; 
those which play picture houses such TOWER K C prime item and the stage portion | nieagies esd end bras newer hhlegts rio Since in these troublous times, 
as the Paramount and Strand. How- ’ »-X. designed as an adjunct. Most of its| | ‘it an full cnt Aamir oo. comedy—any kind of comedy, seem- 
ever, the flavor of vaudeville is) Pe efforts prove entertaining. It is a i : en hae 2 mens mc and eel | aes ~is a focal issue, without much 
strong through the acts of Al Bernie ; helter-skelter sort of a show, but its me nomen. tana eccamaieds iaaiiies aan eed to the quality of the laugh- 
and, more notably, Arren = and Kansas City, Dec. 14. various components all make good. ae Swapore 1 MAESTO we mene provokers, it can be said that the 
Broderick. Charlotte Arren is a Angus Twins and Searle Twins, Kitty Carlisle is listed as the head- | 22n0uncements in straightforward) Flatbush theatre this week is giv ing 


comedienne of the old school and Gasca Brothers (3), Vince and Anita, 
Hummer, 


House Line, Herb Six House Orch; 
15| ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th). 


partly reminds of Rose King in her 
work. 

Himber's band, numbering 
men, well fills the State stage. Dick 
Judge and Peggy Montgomery are 
the soloists, both good. <A _ sweet 


Virgil 


An 


extra 
noteworthy 
band which has always had a style; currently. 


note 
in 


Lester 


of coordination 
the stage production. 
‘Seeing Double’ theme is 


Harding, 


is 


liner and she makes good despite her 
continued lack of real tonsil ability. 
She still insists on hitting 'em off- 
key every now and then, but she has 


| an innate sense of showmanship that 


puts her songs over in spite of the 
flats. Handles herself and her audi- 
ence smartly, getting them pre-sold 


and pleasing manner. 
Opening with tricky workout of | 
‘Ferryboat Serenade,’ Savitt follows 


| with introduction of band’s vocalist, | 


Allan Dewitt. Does ‘Only Forever,’ 
‘Trade Winds’ and ‘We Three,’ all 
nicely handled and a nice pacesetter 
for hectic arrangement of ‘Rhum- | 
boogie, which follows. 


out with both barrels on the enter- 
tainment score. Although a lack of 
top values is apparent, Milt Britton’s 
group of zanies occupies the lime- 
light at this Brandt operation. The 
result is eRitirely in their favor. 

Of course, there’s no attempt to 
associate quality with the Britton 


: : : ; : a , ie _ type of showmanshi It’s a knock- 
of its own, somewhat along 4) heightened considerably with the even before she yodels a note. She| nes eae = + p. s noc 
rhythm line, crew dips into the | house steadies following through to has appearance and stage manners. Miss Harris, here with strong) down. drag-out, fiddlebusting type of 


very swingy and brassy this engage- 
ment. 
loud, Himber adding to the general 
idea by dancing around as he directs. 


Sometimes it gets good and the show. 


keep the idea bobbing up throughout 
Setting is a clever half- 
white, half black scheme. 


Just when it appeared that Johnny | 


Burke was finally going to have to 
find a new act, along comes World 
War II and Burke is back at the old 


brace of toe-tap routines in which 
she employs a tiny staircase for some | 


| tricky acro stuff, is good for a rous- | 


ing sendoff. Arrangement next of} 


comedy that Britton has been tossing 
off for many years with greater or 
lesser success. Britton, as usual, is 
suave in tails, and generally main- 


Opening bit is assigned to the line 


P ; ‘Liebestraum’ is very nicely handled | 
in mirror illusion with gals facing 


Outstanding is a session in which stand with his 1917 doughboy mono- | by orch tains his decorous sartorial manner, 


the band imitates the styles of vari- each other and mimicking each fog. Burke has been reeling off this Al Lepol, steps down from trom- ges = — gs rte = 
“a a s ° . ° 1g 5 ‘ ae , € « n — “ars » s 4 4 ’ | Sa 4 YON S. £ g em 
legge Ail pe teng egg other's antics tacough Geeiees lock: 98g Ny Boe sa Be eet A mig Bg Be bones for solo on trumpet and | as featured performers are Toto, 
Glenn Miller. This is always good the F own ten Ay i torte 4 is as surefire today as it was 20 years trombone of ‘Roses of Picardy,’ | who fingers an accordion when not 
audience fodder if well done, as by the — te — stanc one ago. It is really solid variety gag- after which Jack —— from clowning; rommy Rafferty, most 
Himber, and they ate it up here balls ne hen bens od Megat: ging and must make good anywhere. ne tr — "99 — a i of the Britton specialists, who 
Thursday night (12), when caught. | . ons as smallest member carried an | He_rocked ’em as usual here. a tie teaniiatl Sell - ott a ge led, ite loge dl hokes, and Joe Britton, 
Judge is used for the portion on) anije in a cast but is working every Opening after an excellent Doro- | ° ~ oF sy : cainka . Earns encore | a ria erotier, wae wanty ym i 
tylen Grav, singing ‘For You.’ leaene — ” ~ \thy Hild ballet number is the or ‘Cs "t Give ose Pe thins aot | ee sew way through a series of the 
Earlier, he scores forcefully with} ° i a re comedy ballroom trio, DeVal, Merle I R. ag vel Phat an y g | unert 1ndox Seen Band's only 
‘One Million Dreams Ago.’ He has a i ng night amunteur winner, 224 Lee.) Two men and a woman in, “Bache a a. Peviale in C| - +o = ay te a es RCLENS RED 
rather husky but melodious voice. | Banjo plunking of ‘Angry’ and Plenty of hokum knockabout which S} ae Major’ Red seeentethens tT — Paynes ver the supporting acts. 
Miss Montgomery is planted in ‘eccee” tesa got more than £2"ered a heap of laughs from this pveniet k. R ie Gaaueen ta -. nage ge I us it does adequately. 
the audience, being brought to the ct aes ste die artment, ™0b.. Trio works hard and puts over drummet ~~. — .. — sy & : Heading the other acts is Dinah 
stage for Himber’s milk-disappear-, USUa! Sppiause in’ tls partment. its clowning in smart fashion, In| t¢wn on the hides. Lad beats out a) Shore, from Eddie Cantor's radio 


Playing is good, but like presenta- session, 


: lt 12% ; | tricky ¢ otic smartly | program, who had difficulty gett 
ing gag which gets a laugh. She) ,. . a lonned « f -, | the finale ballet number is the ex- tricky and hec cS aE z | PECeram, 2 icudty getting 
sings ‘Down Argentine Way,’ putting | — oe ed P yar a ceptionally fine novelty team of = up 7 oy eee — off the stage when caught Friday 
the number over excellently. | re no. ; and winding up with a Harold and Lola, who still have the | outfit for a , toe ia Went a night (13). Miss Shore sings five 
For the close Himber departs [%P?! & .. te . d t single serpent dance as their act, but matters nicely for 8! wan numbers, all neatly done, excellent 
miles from the sweet to play ‘Beat whizzy rope turn that stands ou they don’t need enything more. It is | Reis Bros., next. choices and smartly paced. She still 


above rest of the act. 


| 

: : - ; , : tite . : i smart-w i : apen| Shows a lack of stage experience 

SMe Dedév’ Wand wea vecentiv at t an outstanding short turn that is Trio of smart-working lads ©) | s ‘ i stage experience, 
: 7 " a este s showing a ¢. : ' rj ; i “j thi s | > ‘ aiv is ingratiz 

the Chatterbox, Mountain View, | DB Bg nua aes ee bal. fine entertainment at all times. | with rset — ge Baines sem | but her apparent = is ingratiat- 
N. J., roadhouse, and following the 1 a h ‘ ‘We Thr oe pal Business was near capacity at the | Some comedy attempts at vocallz &,| ing nevertheless; the latter factor is 
State engagement goes into the lads, such 86 On e ree an@ last show Friday (13). Gold. hoofing, gagging and impre ssions. | enhanced by her modest choice of a 
Edgewater Beach hotel, Chicago,| here I go. . at se Garner plenty of laughs which build! gown, all white, which sets off 
wi 8 | Wa c ’ , 7 2 » . . ~ atic we) | H H : 
opening there Dec. 97. | Theme is re-created by the line with impersonations of three old | her dark hair niftily. Tunes are 


; in a mask number which sets the en- 9 time vaudevillians, three femme har- | ‘Ferryboat Serenade.’ ‘Only Forever,’ 
"ren : “0 ric 2 > é ans, U! . £ ade, nly orever, 
Arren and Broderick is one of the KEITH NS BOSTON 


try for the Angus Sisters and the 


P , et ‘ rc ¢ 4 ssii 2 olive ‘ - ua ‘ ariin 
most sockful of low comedy acts. iett> Meath Wale of tarinn are aor wit aged 7. Fear Aon Hore + i My Darling 
Playing around with a wild colora- | °°." gi’ etn Ae : 4h —— me Ce Wish Yeo 1Y | Daughter’ and ‘Argentina. 
tura soprano voice, Miss Arren one)” skit revolving around the Boston. Dec. 12 stuff. and a legit encoregrabber of} Helen Pammer is a blonde hoofer 


obvious mixup of identities with two 







































: ’ , = ‘ her c dy song bit is 2) ing , 1e sr with th en- 
by murdering an aria. She’s on look-alike guys and two identical Jimmie Lunceford Band (15) fea- another comedy = A - at 4 cor single who went over with the open 
skates. coming back quickly to do a — = Th i &u + a th z veniie as te turing James Young. Dan Grissom,! ® subseauent begoff. c iS 2) ing-night crowd. Does standard and 
at 7 = . sails nis ‘loses I ( a 7% . rhsks ¢ Pe iiterie ~ y. ‘ieate tance - « re > 
very funny Oriental dance. Gal isa) * sali Pages: the Nims sce ee the Joe Thomas and Willie Smith; Big ~~. ra ore th ‘K City some iritricate taps and shows off her : 
, : standard acts, ¢ line s the} +. esi E ; ’ : ‘loses 7} ansas ii gama ta adunntage “Os 
sight to see veritably. As a nutsy o“ ae esol a Time Crip, Velma Middleton, Swan ana c ses be - *. he Y | gams » advantage. Costuming is 
grand dame, Miss Arren is herein sige Site Pel oka ‘bill t th and Lee; ‘Pride of the Bowery’ Moods,’ well handled and a builder | filmy and attractive. 
. : ay : t’s the average okay bil! at the ’ : - erent - Sovitt’s closing row ‘ Moy “hristv : 
articularly reminiscent of Rose ,,..5 ‘e a biz not up to standard ‘Mono) and ‘Meet the Missus’ (Rep). of nice reception for Savitt's closing) . Bill Brown and Floyd Christy are 
<ing, who was always a riot doing this tit — — “Quin. — —_— -— remarks, mete in ao of slowly | comedy strong-arm workers, and the 
> . : 7 hfe mania | lis time Or year. iin, . : : closing curt: > 6 ‘ eesti 4 : eer 
@ similar routine. Miss Arren’s S Asta Not for many months has Jimmie — te — on theme ces | weakest portion of the bill. i r. 
partner is at the piano throughout. Lunceford played a stage date in the iz all right. . ees ~— bs the chatter, W ea 
Bernie. here before, is on a long Hub. Apparently in the interim he | a re at no time do they show any grea 
time but clicks all the way and GOLDEN GATE, Ss. F. } built up a platter following, for LY | deal of ability at the strong-arm 
. could have done more. He has _ his welcome was warm and sustained EARLE, PHIL “=. I Mi itch’ H 
; added an impression of Wendell L. | , at the show caught here. As a band orran Miunevitens armonica 
Pi Willkie that’s good fun and done - San Francisco, Dec. 11. for listening, it’s too brassy, but for | " | Rascals (9), with the diminutive fel- ; 
gi excellently. The one on Harry Will Aubrey, Leon La Fell, ¢ appy a dance fan who can translate his 7 Philadelphia, Dec. 14. low still the lead for the unit's 
3 Richman isn't so hot and a switch on! Barra Boys (4), Four Lazanders, intricately solid stuff into a hoofing | | Woody Herman Orch (15) with) comedy by-play, goes over strongly, 
ai Laughton, from Captain Bligh to| Eddie Gordon and Fancheon, Mirth urge, it’s hot. Bulk of the customers Kitty Lane, Neil Reid, Steady Nel-' aided no little by humor emanating 
& something else he has done, perhaps, @nd Mack. Pegay O'Neill Line (12), were of that type, apparently, and | son, Frankie Carlson and Sarie|from the shorty’s ‘indignation’ at 
4 he Gettysburg address of ‘Ruggles| Charles Kaley House Orch (12); they were with the boys all the way. | Mansfield; hree Arnolds, Bob) being shoved around by the others. 
wt of Rug Gap,’ might an idea. Ber-!| ‘Convoy’ (RKO). Lunceford is a smooth talker in| Dupont, House Band (20); ‘Christ-| They also work straight towards the 
: j : ’ | ae . 
is nie does Laughton very well. | ——— front of the orch. and a restrained | mas in July’ (Par). i end for some excellent musicianship. 
mi however, and also is great as Boyer Gate doing masterful job of selling | leader. His bandmen are a great ———— | All attired, as usual, in cowhand 4 
; and Edward G. Robinson. U. S. preem of Britain’s propaganda | aggregation of musicians who can Thor - = r 4. | garb. 
| Opening act is the class tap danc-| flick, ‘Convoy,’ but actually it falls give stirring solo demonstrations of ee tbe he A see <_ Standees throughout the house at 
5 , ~ : = . ant a supplementing ermé ned > ~ 
=) ing team of Wally and Vernon! on the vaude to keep the customers | their talent when called upon. Only ee — egy. mg eee Though last show Friday. Kan. 
4 Stapleton, whose lollypop number) happy. | , ,| Slightly featured is Bootsie Craw- lesa rr pays Bre ao ens 8 the ag- ; . 
Fi closes them along somewhat novel Footlite portion is off to a fast ford, drummer, but he impresses en tic 1 lac} i th iz in quality ¥ EA’S BUFFALO | 
: ; i : z Rr pg igi , _ ae epee 2 es iach. re gregation lacks nothing in qué I. « 
: lines. Got over very nicely when) start with the four Lazanders, here as being among the most solid skin- § ip ded | SH 
f caught . : en route to Australia on another. beaters heard on this stage. Maybe Herman and his boys are solid in| , 
: Business very good at this catch- world tour, war or no. Three boys a nice long break for him would be | everything they try. If it’s jive, they | _ — : 
} ee and a gal, acros, display miraculous mart idea in one of the band num- | ride high, wide and handsome; if it’s | basta? _ : 
— ng. Char. | Buffalo, Dec. 14 
.. = - +5 lads leaping over and around bers. sweet, they’re plenty schmaltzy. | Clyde Met ‘oy Orch (12) with The 
. other in precision flips and Opening with ‘Lunceford Special,’ Herman has developed a pleasing! Pitchmen (3), Three Bennett Sis- 
3 ; at ac aughs ¢ re as |; st y e-out. the b: ve . 4 ott = . . 1 
ADAMS NEWARK | spills that pack laug 18 as we yess Pp . wild give-out, the band g¢ ts stage presence, handles his men} ters, The Colstons, Bob Evans, Dick 
? gasps, Closing stunt where they oft to a clicko start, and follows with smoothly and gives each plenty of | Lee Ed Loomis: ‘Little Nellie 
A a; 3 |start from a_three-deck belly-up ‘Whatcha Know Joe?’ For novelty, | jeeway to display his talents. The| Kelly’ (M-G) 
Newark. Dec. 13 | stance and shift to three-high stand- there’s the Jam-up of Beethoven’s| maestro is nifty with the licorice | aes 
Bieskstone dul fe. (20): I ,|ing position had ‘em banging their | ‘Sonata Pathetique,’ but the slickest | 4nd has an earsoothing wav of pre- | aes t 
Ope see - ou; 0€ | palms for more here. arrangement and best all-around | senting a song. Only thing lacking | Not a particularly pretentious i 
Fecher’s House Orch; ‘Street of Pages page 543 ore ee . 6atae © - : enting a song. Only thing lacking] .,-° » this but one wit] ore 
Memories’ (20th) , In deuce spot is a long-time Coast number is ‘Ain’t She Sweet.’ featur- is a eock femme chirper Kitty stage show this, but one with mot 
- - ° fave, lately of radio, Will Aubrey. ing the Quartet. The finale, ‘For | .ane’s voice is roa thin ini “~|than enough talent to make it 
TT cenepesi __ | With his beer crate, guitar and Dancers Only,’ got recognition from| “, _ gle Nese ‘ pleasantly acceptable pre-Christmas 
Uneven but generally sound enter- | slightly circusy getup, Aubrey does a | the audience at its announcement and Band starts mellow with ‘Swal-| entertainment for a wide range of 
tainment is provided by Blackstone's Russian hillbilly song, some oldtime grabbed a pack of plaudits at the lows Back to Capistrano’ and ‘Moon-| paying guests. Clyde McCoy’s repu- 
unit It was originally given three-| favorites and winds up with his curtain. light and Roses.’ Latter is presented | tation with the swingsters is a strong 
e day booking on account of expected | circus-parade trombone imitation. Swan and Lee, comics, offer some- with the lights dou ed and the brass lure, but he has also wisely adapted 
pre-holiday lull, but signed to full Possessor of a smooth, rich voice and _ thing a little different. getting a long choir fronting with illuminated in-} his music and his crew’s possibilities 
weex alter management gave it eye the nonchalant timing of a veteran string of laughs on their clean-cu struments. to the general popular taste. A good 
nenir A; 2 stenane tem . : y an eo) edie 2 4s . : , ‘ ‘ : ‘ i lley iii wae hee 
opening day. : : act, Aubrey lands solidly and could s and the distinctive clowning of | Miss Lane shows a neat rhythmic | measure of extra talent has been 
Effective flash curtain-raiser has) stay until the cows come home. He's| Lee. A duet of ‘Marie’ and a short | sense on ‘Rhumboogie’ and ‘Only | thrown in, assisted by the shoust s 
Blackstone producing colorful) still got plenty of volume, too, and | eccentric dance complete a neat rou- Forever.’ and thus goes over despite | usually effective staging and lght- 
bouquets which are presented to; apparently doesn’t need a mike tine tailored with smart showman- | the small voice ing. 
skimpily dressed femme aides As Mirth and Mack, billed as protege n ing dozen men. McCoy ex- 
ete : ed femme aid _AS ® cA , ae i s re ia Dice re. aa ‘ : Herman then changes the tempo t en = dozen’ yi i a” ae 
bouquets keep coming, magician’) of Rudy Vallee, follow with som Big-Time Crip is socko in his| wih « theace, ‘wen +>, tracts a maximum of harmony from . 
‘pla ’ them all over stage After high-tempo taps interspersed vw pede dancing. Not just anothe1 With a Drassy woodacnoppers Ball the ensemb] which con es four : 
unnecessary production of batch of| i™Mitations, one-half doing Arliss, sged hoofer, — but offers 4 that sets off the anes and x, three cornets, tromb« itar, 
silks from paper drum, and dropping | Durante, Sparks and Harpo, while tand-out routine, made unique by Pee = a cot naoere | bes , drums and concert The 
of curtain, he walks out on apron the other sticks to Groucho and doe i ression that he’s dancing with 1; ant tage eg gy ~~ ce musical effects are smoott bs 
er } Har + +4 . ] . gen si tig ye the *S ¢£ VeIty "hs ’ 2 al . Ss 
pulls flowers from one bouquet, and @ Dette job of it. Boys close w th | e missing leg ( es on with a|,, a Hert oy . an wes — the maestro’s_ vir uOsSO - 
causes others to grow in their place comedy n liitary routine whic! tch, but chucks it aside when he} . = + deagags P. Ulle Pc en | are suave, slick and I 
before eyes of customers. erves only as_ vehicle for some es, and this add plenty inter- a ee iy" atte Swit a off to blare. 
Two interest-sustaining stunts are Plenty nifty stepping in unison est. , _ asbah Blues’ with leader hitting The three Bennett Sisters t off 
manipulation of lighted electric bulb,| Which gets them off to a nice hand Velma Middleton, two-ton singer _ ny dca * i a alge while | tricky vocalizing of ‘Making Eyes at 
and pi” a handling a che ai M: estro Charles Kaley breaks the ells strong vocally and deacons "up ca oe Pa bathe the —— Me’ and ‘Rhumboogie,’ imterspe! ed 
chief borrowed from stub-holder. show Ww 1 a pleasant soloing er act with some dance steps and a ry hai s in Ph 49 ee with effective stepping. Also : . 
ts Deceiver makes lamp float in air There I Go,’ followed by Eddie burley shakes. Gets good response NE ye en SIPHON, exile | tribute a couple of neat, Zas* 
| 7 passes hoop over it several times, Gordon, who has everything his own tn ‘Give, Baby Give’ and ‘Love Mansfield at the sax, Steady Nelson | stepping routines. It is the only 
; and at one point works in aisle, let. “2Y from the moment he steps down Grows on White Oak Tree.” For, | @t the trumpet and Frankie Carlson} femme touch in the show and é 
' ting customers examine " Sette front. Wearing his over-size hobo Apa is at he skins, all get a chance tO} properly colorful. Bob Sullivans 
% : : Xa Y . ae ve % Bute " i » ° , a . oe acme " 
é between hocus pocus. In other gag, S4@tments, repulsive makeup and H shine during this medley. | Piano ‘Little-Rock Getaway’ 1S ad 
} handkerchief wiggles about like frizzy red wig, the master of panto- IPP, BALTO The Arnolds, two guys and a gal, | nifty, with McCoy’s multi-tonguet 
+ # . mime garners giggles. with every | |are top notch comedy novelty team,/} and muted ‘Basin’ Street Blues as 
snake, dances, etc. ; pd “ake Wide . : we : ; 
4 Oth tand s incl " grimace. Voluminous garb yields | with a nonchalant method of tum-} neat a piece of trumpeting as can be 
; ane tere 1 een various gag props and also helps in , Savi Baltimore, Dec. 15. | bling, climbing and clowning that} heard anywhere. Same goes for his 
mel hg saggy Rnagee LP isap- | the trick bike riding which follows. x. an Sat itt Orch (15) with Allan) makes it a standout dumb act. | themer, ‘Sugar Blues,’ which brought 
Pick and aM os eng B 3 "haat a Gets a gam-flash into the act by ewitt, Katherine Harris, Sid Tomack | Bob Dupont plays a return en-| salvos and is the nearest approach to 
cedars i agg A sintioomn in using bathing-suited femme to bring tor (3); ‘Christmas in, gagement and brought an outburst|the vox humana anyone has yet ' 
sapien > “plage ta on his trick wheels. y ar). ™ | Of palm-pounding with his ludicrous} achieved on the horn. : 
gic of Pe O.k. sleight-| Cappy Barra boys, each wielding | juggling. Best bit is his finale in| Bob Evan’s ventroing is excellent 
3 . ~ = Igy . . ~ ° . ° . Ss r4 . . . achieVe- 
us > . oh d — ene 4 ene disap | different variety of freak harmonica, Jan Savitt has a solid musical ag-| which he tossses an apple, plate and | from the physical viewpoint, achies 
pH Parone acts roun out bill. 4, close with a lively set of ditties, in- gsregation. As a stage combo it of- | napkin in the air simultaneously,| ing his double talk effects with an 
lee roduction values of show haven’t | cluding their Brunswick ‘To You’ fers a potpourri of straight orchestra | taking bites of the fruit en passant, | absolutely dead pan. As for his onl 
oo been _realized. Shabby equipment and ‘Poet and Peasant’ as done in. stuff, depending upon its musical | winding up with only the plate and| terial, nsg. Cleaner and fresher 
. doesn’t help, either. A little money | ‘Mad About Music.’ Quartet makes a worth and nifty arrangements rather | napkin. patter would help. McCoy brings on 
a. Se Flt, and new cos- | neat, Snappy stage appearance and | than any atternpts at novelty, corny| Herman's boys finale the 45-min-| Ed Loomis, Buffalo boy who recently 
} tonal might needle unit into much earned a hearty reception, encoring | clowning, glee club stuff or light| ute stage show with a medley of| won Gene Krupa’s local drumming 
higher rating. Good example of with “Tiger Rag.’ Finale uses line | effetts. It’s an out-and-out appeal | blues faves. contest, for a fast bit on the skins, 
i latent possibilities is simple but) girls twirling luminescent umbrellas! to whatever sector of this house’s}. Biz at this catching (Saturday | with this nonchalant kid shaping 
socko bit in which glittery garter’ in darkness, Wern., potential stubholders might be in-' night) was sturdy, Shal, (Continued on page 47) 
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Night Club Reviews 





VERSAILLES, BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 11. 


George McFarland’s Orch (12), 
Renee Villon, Dolly Reckless, Three 





Sparks, Leighton Sisters (2), Sylvia 
and Christian, Line (12); $1.50 
minimum. 





The Versailles, nee Southland, fs 
hardly French in decor, but manage- 
ment admits that uncertainty _of 
Parisian situation is no incentive 
to go too strong in that direction. 
However, the orange and black com- 
bination is clean and lively. Former 
management played brassy, big-name 





colored bands as the chief attraction; | 
and now the Versailles offers a good | 


floor show and a locally-known 
white orch, George McFarland. When 
caught, Chet Nelson was conducting 
and playing the acts competently. 
Dance floor is fairly spacious and 
has been raised about two feet, im- 
proving the appearance of the room. 


One of the most novel acts seen 
in this town is Dolly Reckless, ma- 
gician-dancer, a new and charming 
personality in these parts. — 
with a high-kick dance, Miss Reck- 
less slides into magic, all the while 
in motion. Moving rhythmically 
around the floor she produces a 
flock of lighted cigarets from some- 
where, a series of colored silks from 
an ‘empty’ metal box, and finales 
neatly by plucking razor blades on 
a string from her mouth. Show- 
manly all the way, Miss Reckless 
works at close range with a deft- 
ness superior to that of many a male 
magician. 

Renee Villon is featured in a pea- 
cock dance which is fairly sustaining 
in itself, 


blue spot. 

Sylvia and Christian, ballroom 
team, uncork some distinctive ideas 
in lifts, featuring some strong-arm 


balance stuff. Sylvia is as tall as her | 


partner, making some of the lifts all 
the more interesting. She balances 


by one foot on one of Christian’s 
hands, and this is surefire for 
plaudits. 


Three Sparks, doubling here from 


with conventional rhythm taps and 
finish with a whirlwind of challenge, 
jitterbug, etc. Boys go over. Leigh- 
ton Sisters, vocalists, come here from 
a run at the Cocoanut Grove, nearby. 
Do a nice job on ‘You've Got Me 
This Way’ and ‘Down Argentine 
Way,’ harmonizing well and not 
over-selling the s.a. department. Also 
sing with the band. 

Linegirls are lookers and capable 
dancers, doing thvee routines, med- 
jum-fast opener to ‘Swamp Fire,’ 
a slinky one and a zippy cowsgirl 
number for the finish. 


ino, vocalist from the orchestra, 
was pinch-hitting as m.c. when | 
caught. Rates a nod for introducing 


the acts simply, with poise and dic- 


tion that actually permits the lis- | 


tener to catch the names of the per- 
formers. 

Downstairs bar, called 
Lounge, features Dionne 
the piano for ditties 
quests, 
£ailles, 


‘Melody 
Parish at 
and pop re- 
Al Taxier manages the Ver- 
Fox. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 

Al Marsico Orch, Marie 

Woods and Bray, Bob Carter, Betty 
Lane, Tom Ball Girls (6). 


Pre-holiday show up to local highs 


in floor entertainment Tony Conforti | 
has been peddling at his downstairs 


spot, still town’s No. 1 money-maker, 
since beginning of season. There’s 


even a line of girls, something Nixon 


has been without for months, or ever 
Since state liquor board banned mix- 
ing of performers, particularly the 
chorines, with the guests. But man- 
agement has wisely recognized the 
need for some leg art, mixing or no, 
for the ringsiders and Tom Ball girls 
fill the bill nicely, both in looks 
and routines. 

Marie Austin is featured in cur- 
rent layout. She’s the little blues- 
snouter, something of a diminutive 
cross between Martha Raye and 
Frances Faye, who has been the hit 
of Benny Davis ‘Stardust’ revue for 
-ast two seasons. Spending a couple 
of weeks here while Davis is ‘at 
liberty’ and she’s crocking ’em with 
her uninhibited vocalizing. Gal 
Rives ‘em the pop hits with tongue 
in cheek, beats herself eight to the 
bar and winds up with the inevitable 
Oh, Johnny,’ which she kids merci- 
lessly and to great returns. 

Woods and 
tes, are back again and still petent 
alm fodder. Call themselves the 
wonder dancers’ because gal, an at- 
tractive blonde, is a deaf mute and 
gets her rhythm through the fingers, 
Which she has on her partner con- 
stantly. Team's forte is their strong- 


some ballroom routines, but they’re 
just fair. 

Bob Carter continues to m.c., and 
does a nice job just by sticking to 
essentials, and grabs plenty of ap- 
plause for himself with his tenoring 
of the pash ballads. Tom Ball girls 
have three routines, and they’re 
well-trained, nicely-costumed and 
show to good advantage, especially 
in}the game department. One of 
them, Betty Lane, steps out for a 
spin-tap specialty as a number in 
the show and gets by. 

On the stand, Al Marsico band, 
now in its second year at Nixon, is 


still dishing out the type of dansapa- | 


tion Conforti’s staid and steady 
clientele prefers, and is also a fave 
With the acts, for whom he always 
puts out a special effort. It’s a 
throwback to his old days as a 
leader in a film presentation house. 
Cohen. 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dee. 11. 








Opening | 


but more a medium for | 
showing off a shapely chassis in a |, 


Guy Guar- | 


Austin, | 


ray, vet Nixon favor- | 


‘A Night in Havana’ with Sergio 
Orta, Marianna, Hector Del Villar, 
Moye and Torres, Virginia Ramos, 
Line (8), Allen Fielding Orch (9), 
Juanita Rhumba Band (6); no cover 
or minimum. 





With an eye cocked toward New 
Year’s Eve, the Kaliner brothers, 
operators of the Bali, have booked in 
a lively, colorful south-of-the-border 
| show that keeps up a fast pace from 

opener to finale. Caught on opening 
night, the revue showed a few 
| rough spots, but nothing that a little 
| more rehearsal won’t fix up. There 


round out the offering. 
| Sergio Orta, producer of this re- 


vue, also m.c.s. The muchachos 
| (line) do a series of hip-weaving 
| dances native to the Caribbean, 
rhumbas, congas, sambas and a 
voodoo dance, Latter is made ef- 
| fective by the weird vocaling of 
Hector Del Villar, backed by the 


pounding of native drums by mem- 
| bers of Juanita’s rhumba sextet, who 


panying the show. 

Lolita Moye and Alberta Torres 
bring in a Castilian touch with their 
three numbers, a tango and a couple 


is the manner 


twisting of the wrists and hands. 


Virginia Ramos, Puerto 
looker with flashing orbs, plus a 
high-calibre, well-trained soprano, is 
in the top rung with her rendition 
of native songs, both solo and ac- 
companying the dance routines. Best 
in her repertory is a Spanish ver- 
sion of ‘Tonight.’ Marianne, intro- 
duced as the gal who taught the 


a bit hefty and plenty swingy. 

Orta, a rotund, bespectacled gent, 
'has plenty of potentialities as a 
| comedian but muffs them. 
gags would fill in the lapses between 
the acts and would take the pressure 
off the gals, which at one time 
forced them to come back on stage 
before they had sufficient time to 
change. 

The gals of the line step out after 
the finale and take the male custom- 
ers for a twirl at the conga and 
rhumba. Shal. 


FIVE O’CLOCK CLUB 


(MIAMI BEACH) 


Miami Beach, Dec. 12. 

La Playa Dancers. Milinda, Arthur 
Warren and Emil Colon Orch; $1.50 
minimum. 

After being shuttered all summer, 
the latch again off at the 
Five O’Clock Club, and owners Sam 
and Joe Barken are beaming pleas- 
antly they put up the ropes early 
and congratulate each o 

off with a brisk 
comparatively inex- 
Latte1 


to 


string 1S 


; 1 
tner on Nn 


ing again teed 
bi though 
pensive little revue 
a diverting complement 


proy de 


sipping 


and supping in their eyeful clas: 
boite 

Although Arthur Warren will 
shortly give way to Pancho’s society 
crew. maestro deserves credit for 
setting an urbane musical pace quite 


in keeping with spot’s swanky decor 
and satisfying cuisine. Bowing in 
without any advance  whoopla, 
combo impresses as a versatile group 
whose danceable musicology fur- 

nishes an unobtrusive background 
during the early hours and removes 
{the wraps later for some forthright 
rhythmpation. Eddy Singer’s vocal 
contributions are socko, likewise his 
toying with the tympani in the solid 
sets. 

Hors d’oeuvres are supplied by La 
Playa Dancers, a_ talented sextet 
utilizing four femmes and two male 
| vis-a-vis as rhumba partners. First 


arm acrobatic stuff, in which they| seen at Rhumba Casino last season, 
have few peers, some of the tricks; group, though 100% American and 


being little 


short of spectacular.| headed by Grace and Bob Conrad, 


oods and Bray are so well-known | offer trio of highly authentic Latin 
locally that announcement of gal’s/ routines. Colorful costumes serve to 
defections isn’t necessary, but crowd | further embellish illusion. 


knows, and it helps. 


; Couple pre-| ( 
cedes their physical culturing with' Manhattan, who aside from singing} 


Milinda is another Latin from 


is also a need for a little comedy to | 


| augment the Fielding orch in accom- | 
the ‘Hi Ya, Gentlemen’ musical, open | 


of Spanish folk dances, Outstanding | 
in which this team | 
expresses its rhythm with a sinuous | 


They're good for a couple of encores. | 
Rican | 


Duke of Windsor how to rhumba, is | 


A few } 


| pleasantly, shakes a mean pair of | 
maracas, and enlivens the proceed- | 


| ings by weaving a variety of inter- 
esting bumps. Chantootsie is fea- 
tured both in solo show spot, and 
with Emil Colon’s expert conga- 
rhumba combo. His team of five are 
slickest bonga-beaters heard here in 
long time. Les. 





CHASE CLUB, ST. L. 


(HOTEL CHASE) 


St. Louis, Dec. 13. 
Carmen Castillo, Miguelito Valdez. 
Adele Mara, Lina Romay, Carlos and 
Carito, Xavier Cugat Orch (14). 


minimum $1.25-$1.75. 








A 100% Latin group features the 
current floor show at this swank 
| west end spot, and individually and 
collectively they scatter gobs of en- 
tertainment throughout the 30-min- 
ute session. Cugat is a big draw 
locally and only last spring played 
three weeks here. He'll be here to 
play the New Year's Eve party in 
| the newly opened Starlight Roof, the 
| first since the unveiling. Despite 
| bad weather, swell crowd was on 
deck for show caught. 
| _With Cugat doubling as m.c., ses- 
} Sion gets under way with the tooters 
playing ‘Si Si’ and Lina Romay, a 
tiny Songstress, doing the vocals 
Then comes Adele Mara, just 17, and 
sock exponent of Spanish dances. 


Next to click is Lina Romay, a Mex- | 


ican lass, who scores with ‘Only 
| Forever,’ with Antonio Lopez doing 
plenty of hot stuff on the bongo. 

| Cugat, first with violin section and 
later as a soloist, he puts ‘The Breeze 
and I’ on the string instrument. Next 
is Carmen Castillo, striking brunet 
with equallv striking gown of beads. 
She trills ‘Perfidia’ and a novelty 
number, ‘I Want My Mama,’ with the 


toothers joining the chorus. The 
customers wanted more and_ she 
obliged with ‘Frenesi’ for an en- 
| core, 

| Carlos and Carito do two fast 








SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


grabbed off by some _ band. 
Lee’s tenorings of pop musicals were 
heartily received, and deservingly so. 

The Pitchmen (3) hit the high spot 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 46 


well enough to assure his being. 
Dick | 


of the proceedings with their un-| 
canny vocal burlesquing of birds, 
beasts and bands. Boys, working 


with phoney instrumental props, but 
assisted largely by their own dis- 
tinctive brand of hokum, 
across some of the funniest imita- 
tions via sound effects yet heard. 


Plenty of these acts around the show | 


shops currently, but nothing quite as 
outstanding as these brainy zanies. 
The Colstons, on early, knock out 
some excellent comedy stepping, but 
suffer by the now over-standardiza- 
tion of similar hokum_ ballroom 
dancing turns. 

The Bennetts are on again with 
half the band ensemble, doing a fast 


and loud conga routine to bring 
down the curtain. Burton. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 13. 
Ted Weems Orch with Perry 
Como, Elmo Tanner, Red Ingle, Mar- 
vel Maxwell, Orm Downs; Ames and 
Arno, Mardoni, Rollo and Verna 
Pickett, Earl Albertson;‘ She Couldn't 
Say No’ (WB). 


When the union workers drape the 
marquee with the billing for Ted 
Weems and his band tH€ public can 
expect a good show as long as the 


| openin 
wham | P 8 








that kind of personality—and what 
they might do with a good musical 
comedy book is something to think 
about. 

Lew Parker is emceein 
and adds much to its effectiveness, 
His opening bit with the candy 
butcher in the aisles was good for a 
hit-and-run and established him 
solidly with the customers. Danny 
Dare’s Dancers are an eyeful of 
choristers who have something to 
give to this kind of a setup. Their 
number behind Caroline 
Swan’s high stepping is snappy and 
their successive routines, including 
the hoke mind-reading turn from the 
audience with Parker on stage, as 
well as their ‘10 of the 3 Musketeers’ 
with its rapier and costume drill, are 
peaks in the performance. 

Maxine Conrad, working straight 
with Parker as well as in a couple of 
contralto solos, hits pay dirt. Cass, 
Owen and Topsy, two gals and a 
guy, knock out a sock comedy acro 


the show 


| stint and Sid Gold, with Parker's aid, 


} 


veteran members of the troupe are |} 


present. Besides an orchestra con- 
sisting of four rhythm, three trom- 


| bones and four sax sections who do 


rhumba routines and had to beg off. | 


Miguelito Valdez winds up show with 
a slave chant to the accompanyment 
of the drum. Sahu. 


| 





New Acts In Cafes 








POOPIE CAMPILLO 
| Dancing 
| El Chico, Pittsburgh 

Poopie Campillo calls himself ‘the 
Cuban Ray Bolgev’ 
far wrong. He's a_ loose-limbed 
congarumba expert who has strings 
'for legs and a neat sense of comedy. 
Effects a dead pan and 
hat, along with a tux, and does his 
Latin-American legmania with a neat 
mixture of talent and 
Knows how to use his eyes, 
look of complete bewilderment comes 


okay by the current hits of the day, 
Weems has with him Red Ingle for 
comedy, Elmo Tanner for novelty 


| with his whistling and Perry Como 





and the tag isn't | 


to dish out the romance for the girls 
who are baritone ga-ga. 

Back again for its annual appear- 
ance, the band carries the burden 
of entertainment this week during 
ithe 65 minutes with three good acts. 
The band opens with an original 


| 


| 


called ‘Impressions’ and through the | 


run of the bill works with 
Maxwell, a local gal singing ‘Ferry- 
boat Serenade’ aided by the trio; 
‘Scrub Me Mama With a _ Boogie 
Beat’ and ‘Rhumboogie.’ Elmo Tan- 
ner puckers up to win a nice hand 


! with his whistling of ‘Ciri Biri Bin,’ 


a battered | 


surprise. | 
and a| 


|into them when his limbs start to do | 


| tricks that he’s supposed to believe 
they can’t be doing. 

On the straight 
a whiz, too, but the comedy 
his forte. Later, he drops 
middle of the house conga line and 
gets himself all mixed up with the 
regulars for a lot of laughs. The 
antic approach has been pretty un- 
common so far among the Latin- 
American entertainers, but Campillo 


congarumba he’s 
stuff is 
into the 


should start a trend. Cohen. 
KOLLETTE & DEANE 

Dancing 

Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 

| Two girls, blonde, who rate very 
| well in all phases of their dancing. 
Femmes are flashy lookers, they 


know how to costume themselves to 


the best advantage and _ “stuff 
grooved to the ringside belt. They 
start out in short, polka dot peasant 
dresses with a fast polka that’s fast 
and nicely thought out, and then they 
switch to lone gowns and whip up 
a corking adagio-acrobatic turn 
It’s still a noveltv to see one dame 
strong-arm and twirl! another ’round 
and ’round, and Kollette and Deane 
have capitalized satisfactorily on the 
de The i ’'t lool e t ( nd 
that } the 1ddit } Of 
leé ( t { 4 f € 
y ‘ + i! et } it when 
femme nd fe f it doesn't mat- 
t¢ muec the et ¢ 
t nere 1ao0 the me or 
rn ¢ f (‘nh en 
YVETTE DARE 
Dance 
6 Mins. 


Club Charles, Balto 
A flashy novelty, Yvette Dare has 


something for nitery exploitation 
and possible revue buildup. Billed 
as offering a Balinese Worship 
Dance, and assisted by her ‘sacred 


parrot’ (a switch on Rosita Royce’s 
doves), she contributes a flashy bit 
of hip weaving. Utilizing two prop 
trees as a background and cueing on 
Wher colorful bird, a large macaw, 
which swoops in over the heads of 
the patrons to her shoulders, her 
number builds in climax with the 
parrot removing her sarong, piece- 
meal. Final flash is all nude and a 
quick blackout. 

Bird is timed perfectly and num- 
ber takes on some distinction which 
lifts it from the ordinary stripperoo. 


Dancer looks well and works 
smartly. Musical background helps. 
Burm. 


‘Glow Worm,’ with a neat flashlight 
background by orch members, and 
‘Canadian Capers.’ 

Red Ingle is a surefire mittwinner 
in his spot when he works a dummy 
at the mike with Tanner singing and 
whistling off stage. Then Tanner 
and Ingle join forces down front for 
‘The Wreck of the Old 97.’ Ingle 
does a comedy fiddle bit for a finish. 


Uses his usual ‘Heebie Jeebies’ for 
begoff. Perry Como is solid as he 
sings a quartet of suref#re songs in- 
cluding ‘Trade Winds,’ ‘Maybe,’ ‘Only 
Forever’ and ‘We Three.’ For a 
finish, Orm Downs is given a spot 
on the skins with a tune that starts 
off with the melody of ‘Runnin’ 
| Wild.’ 

Added performers this week in- 
!clude Rollo and Verna Pickett, who 
|do some nice tap work. They won 
| heavy hand patter when they came 


out on stilts for some.fast footwork 


Mardoni dishes out a lot of chatter 
and some elementary magic He's 
okay for band show because he get 
ome comedy out of people plucked 
from audience to watch his trick 
Ames and Arno are spotted next to 
closing with acro antics, gags and a 
fan-dance finish which is still good 
for chuckles. Radio’s contribution 
this week the winner of WFBM 
Talent Parade, Earl Albertson, who 
lends a lusty vibretto to ‘Yours Is 
My Heart Alone.’ 

Weem an amiable m.c. and 
1 ¢ " ne iitter mu Cc arith 
por e peal Att d 

ov ner 1e¢ ere n 

t floc é leck 

Kile 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


Buffalo, Dec 


13 
Laurel and Hardy Revue ith Leu 
Parker: Cass, Owen and Topsy, 
Sid Go d, Maxine Conrad, Caroline 
Swan, Danny Dare’s Dancers; 


‘Strangers on Third Floor’ (RKO). 
Laurel and Hardy revue shapes up 
an out-and-out, though abbrevi- 
ated, variety It’s a fancy 
package for picture house trade, hits 
the bull’s eye with its comedy values 
and should coax heavy wampum 
from: the vaude-starved natives. 
Name comics wisely refrain from 
overdosing the admiring payees 
holding down the next-to-closing 


as 
show. 


spot only, but gathering tumultuous | 


responses with their familiar sallies 


for which screen familiarity seems to | 


have bred increased appreciation. 
| The enthusiastic salvos elicited by 


the perspiring efforts of these film | 
| ‘Bowling for Strikes’ (20th), ‘Medi- 


comics is only proper payment for 
their earnest comedy labors. This 
de luxe barnstorming tour should 
; gain them new followers, They have 


Marvel | 
| of 


ties up the show with his eccentric 
comedy antics. Darlene Garner and 
James C. Morton, both billed, were 
not in evidence when caught. 

Final quarter-hour brings on the 
stars, who found high favor im- 
mediately with this crowd. After 
some appealing comedy around the 
mike which establishes them solidly, 
they fade back into fullstage for 
their driver’s license test skit. Here 
Parker, working straight, again fur- 
nishes invaluable assistance. The 
comics run the gamut of their 
familiar gags, ending up with the 
messy but socko food and water tag, 
practically out of the burley barns, 
but sapolioed, 

For the finale, their manipulation 
of finger bandages, fruit, sandwiches, 
soda crackers and water, with 
Laurel pouring the pitcher’ into 
Parker's pants for the climax, proves 
plenty uproarious, These boys have 
developed the comedy slow-timing 
technique to an art, and in this, as in 
everything else they do, they empha- 
size their seasoned trouping. 

Burton. 


AIRLINES, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





The war front, desultory national 
preparedness clips and Yuletide sea- 
son publicity blurbs comprise bulk 
the clips at this comparatively 
new newsreeler. Bécause it’s next 
door to the nearly completed N. Y. 
airlines terminal, aviation naturally 
gets a break in the coverage. Mane 
agement probably hopes the theatre 
operation gets as much of a b.o. 
break from the terminal. 

The coverage on the British cam- 
paign against the Italians in Egypt 
(Paramount) is interesting though 
gleaned from library clips taken 
when the Allied forces were train- 
ing for such intensive operations, 
Movietone gives a gripping picture 
of an Italian sub escaping from a 
British destroyer near Gibraltar, Par 
claims films (‘smuggled out’) of 
Japanese bombing of Chungking, 
being graphic recording of disastrous 
effect of air raid photographed in 
the China city. 


Fury of Nazi attack on Coventry 


receives sweeping treatment by 
Paramount. Movietone, News of 
Day and Universal supply further 


visual evidence of how badly London 
is suffering from the German aerial 
bombardment. Presence of the King 
and Queen on locations severely 
damaged is a cheering touch. Ameri- 
can ambulances destined for service 


in Greece (Par) the only refer- 
ence to the Greek victories over the 
Italo forces. 

On the home front, U. S. aviators 
joining the Royal Canadian .Air 
Force (N. of D.), parachute troops 
training in the south (Pathe), re- 
cruit in Washington (Movietone) 
and Navy test pilots (U) make up 

st of footayve. Aviation stories ir 


n- 
Brooklyn 


and plane 


landing in a 
flight to Chile 


ide pilot 


yay recy 


orke visiting an RAF factory in 
Fy ] a 
t holid: ea 1’s iD- 
} le P i int 1 
f ) La’ { f i ng 
Postmaster General Frank Walker 
ing early mailing of p els. N 
D } rushis 1 
)? t fTe Ql i] i- 
£ i F ( a) ) Bea 2 ) lar i. 
« the Washi: 1 Re I 5, 
q ng tself I l 
‘ f me ene + naov 
ana rowd CioOseé p Par also al es 
Tommy Harmon, with Bill Slater, 
the reel’s sports narrdtor, shown 
awarding this newsreel company’s 
trophy to the U. of Michigan ace at 
the N. Y. Downtown A. C. cere- 
monies when he also got the Heis- 
man award for being the nation’s 
outstanding college footballer. Pro« 
vides actionful grid stuff from season, 
showing Harmon in best perform- 
ances. News of Day pays tribute to 
Alice Marble, America’s No. 1 
femme athlete. 


Daring extinguishing of gas well 
blaze (Pathe), Eleanor Roosevelt 
testifying at a Washington committee 
| hearing (Pathe) and arrival of Duke 
'and Duchess of Windsor in Miami 
(Par) are best supplementary reels. 


terranean Milestones’ ‘Indie) and 
‘Billposters,’ Disney cartoon, fill out 
| 65-minute bill, Wear. 
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‘All In Fun’, ‘Hi-Ya’ 


, Costly Musicals, 
In Coin Trouble; Sillman Under Fire 





ae 


Bankroll troubles badgered the 
two musical shows, ‘All in Fun’ and 
*‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen,’ which were try- 
ing out in Boston last week, and| 
both managements called on Equity, | 
where money was on deposit, so that | 
they could pay off Saturday (14) be- | 
fore the outfits started back to New | 
York. ‘Fun’ was slated to open at) 
the Majestic, N. Y., Friday (20), but | 
the premiere is now dated for a week 


the main stem boards until later 
word from Boston being that the 
show closed there. Plus road losses 


coin involved approximates be bt | 7 were restarted, with Dudley Digges | 
‘Fun,’ which represents more than the replacement. Harris tried to get a 
$80 000 to date, will be the first | | concession from Equity for the sec- 


major revue ever offered on Broad- | 
way with a colored star, Bill Robin- | 
son, heading the cast. That is be-| 
lieved to be the principal reason he 
stuck with the show, beset with| 
bickerings. | 

Personal allusions were maue be-| 
fore the whole company, in lurid | 
and unmistakable terms, aimed at 
Leonard Sillman, who produced 
‘Fun’ with Phil Baker. 


kissed his financial stake in 
show good-bye. Comedian had put 
in $17,000. Some of that coin may 
have come from other actors, for it 


Latter, how- | 
ever, stepped out of the cast and 
the | 


Andrews Sisters Going 


Into Shuberts’ ‘Screwballs’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Andrews Sisters, currently in ‘Buck | 
Privates’ at Universal, move to New | 


York at the completion of the picture 
to star in the Shubert musical, 
‘Screwballs of Swing.’ It will be the 
trio's first legit appearance. 


| 
| 
| 


|; opened at the Lyceum, N. Y., has 
| been 
| Harris, who produced the show, and 


HARRIS, EQUITY SPLIT 
‘ACT OF GOD’ CLAIM 


Arbitration of claims pending since 
‘George Washington Slept Here’ 


finished, with both Sam H. 
Equity apparently satsified with the 


Equity contended that a full 
week’s salary was due, but the ‘act 
of God’ precedent was not chal- 
lenged; in fact, that theory was not 
challenged during the proceeding. 
‘Washington’ debut was twice post- 
poned, first delay being occasioned 


Don Raye and Hughie Prince, writ- | by an injury to Ernest Truex’s knee. 
later (27). ‘Gentlemen’ will not reach | ing the music for ‘Privates,’ will do | In subsequent week's layoff, during 


likewise for ‘Screwballs.’ 





6 XMAS SHOWS 


Starting Monday (23) Broadway’s 
Christmas premiere card will con- 
sist of six new shows, heaviest ar- 
rival list of the season. Three are 
musicals: ‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore; ‘All 
in Fun,’ Majestic, and ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple,’ Mansfield. Straight plays: ‘Old 
Acquaintance,’ Morosco; ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ Biltmore, and ‘The Flying 
Gerardos,’ whigg. bows into the Play- 





is stated that the Baker investment house Sunday (29). 


also included pieces bought 
Tyrone Power, Ben Bernie, Jack 
Benny and Fred Allen. Each went 
for amounts between $1,500 and 
$2,000, and it is understood that when 
Baker walked their hunks also 
melted. 

‘Fun’ was and probably still is be- 
ing backed in fantastic ways. An 
uncounted number of girls in the 
show have supplied Sillman with 
funds, count of participants indicat- 
ing a new record. In addition, others 
outside the show have been putting 
up money, principally a woman 
whose husband is said to be a 
wealthy ship owner. 

Understood that money from that 
source was raised to méve ‘Fun’ to 
Boston from New Haven, where the 
show first tried out. When Sillman 
was told that certain girls should not 


be permitted to lead the numbers, | 
not be| 
taken out of the cast because of | 
‘certain reasons,’ meaning that they | 
had put money in the show. Others | 


he ‘explained’ they could 


were sitting onstage with nothing to 
do but wear the most attractive cos- 
tumes, evidently for the same rea- 
60n. Sillman alluded to those 
around the show who criticized him 
as ‘that vicious circle’. 

Fair B.O. in Bosten 


Despite the backstage turmoil, 
‘Fun’ drew fair business in Boston. 
Production and costuming are said 


to be okay and the performance is 
rated having a number of scoring 
points, principally sketches obtained 
after the show opened. At least one 
well known stager was called in, 
but withdrew after two weeks. He 
could do little with the performance 
because Sillman insisted that ‘in- 
vestors’ must be kept in the parts 
assigned them. 

One of the unnecessary expense 
items consisted of a flock of orches- 
trations which cost $8,000. Only 
about oné-third of the numbers or- 
chestrated were used. Sillman has 
angled with ‘Fun’ since last sorinz. 
Show then was called ‘New Faces of 
1940,’ his pet title, despite the fact 
that Joe Cook and Patsy Kelly were 
placed under contract for it. Two 
weeks’ pay was posted with Equity, 
but the excitable manager failed to 
raise more money at the time and 
both Cook and Miss Kelly were paid 
off by Equity, putting the show in 
the red before it started. Indicated 
that Sillman expected to attract 
backers on the strength of the two 
names, but Miss Kélly returned to 
the Coast and Cook is now featured 
in ‘It Happens on Ice’ (Center). 

Both ‘Gentlemen’ and ‘Fun’ were 
granted layoff concessions by Equity, 
which was then informed of the 
‘Gentlemen’ closing. Laying off the 
week before Christmas is permitted 
without salary liability, but re- 
hearsals require the assent of Equity. 
Rehearsal pay applies this week for 
‘Fun’ and full salaries are: payable 
next week. 

Several showmen went to Boston 
to look over ‘Gentlemen’ and, when 
it opens on Broadway, there will 


probably be a change in the man-| 
agerial end. Alex A. Aarons and| 


Robert Ritchie produced the show, 
the former having dropped out. Rit- 
chie is said to have raised the money 


by | 


In addition, Ruth Draper in solo 
characterizations and Paul Draper 
with dances, will show at the Booth. 
There are three pre-holiday incom- 
ers this week: ‘The Old Foolishness,’ 
Windsor; ‘Cue For Passion,’ Royale, 
and ‘Retreat to Pleasure,’ Belasco. 


‘Every Man for Himself’ expired | 


at the Guild last mid-week; ‘Horse 
Fever’ closed at the Mansfield Sat- 
urday (14), but may relight else- 
where; ‘Mum’s the Word’ (Jimmy 
Savo) shut down at the Beimont 
and also may resume next week. 
In addition to ‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen’ 
closing out of town, ‘Out West It’s 


Different’ and ‘Off the Record’ were | 


called in after tryouts. All are 
slated to reappear after revisions. 


EX-WIFE CLEARS UP 
BARRYMORE TANGLE 


Settlement deal between John 
Barrymore and Aldrich & Myers 





was nearly snagged last week, but | 


a threatened tangle was avoided 
when the star's divorced wife, Elaine 
Barrie, arrived from the Coast and 
signed certain papers in connection 
with the matter. Barrymore is still 
iunder contract with the managers, 
who proposed touring him in ‘My 
Dear Children,’ but they have been 
extending their consent to his Hol- 
lywood activities from month to 
month. 

To date Barrymore has paid $5,000 
to Aldrich & Myers, money coming 
from his earnings in his first pic- 


ture made under the settlement deal.- 


Showmen agreed to settle for $15,- 
000, balance still due to come from 
his next picture. 

Aldrich & Myers, however, were 
on the verge of demanding his ap- 
nearance in ‘Children’ when Miss 
Barrie complied as co-signer of pa- 
pers supposed to have been in order 
some time ago. Agreement evident- 
ly did not inclide Barrymore's earn- 
ings from radio, but the managers 
are in.a position to close that field 


to him as well as pictures and the 
stage, because of the affiliation be- 
tween Equity, Screen Actors Cu'ld 


and the American Federation of Ra- 
lio Artists, unless he fulfills the re- 
quirements of the settlement. Stage 
contract does not expire until next 
June. 


Abbott, Green Play Buys 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Luther Green has bought Mignon 
Eberharat’s ‘8 o’Clock’ for Broadway 
staging 
Another legit future for New York 
is George Abbott’s recently acquired 
‘A Bundle from China.’ 








for the production. They made an un- 
precedented move by putting Max 
Baer in the lead. 
weight boxing champ is noted for 
his clowning in the ring. There was 
a difference of opinion over Baer’s 
performance and his ‘playing’ to the 


' audience. Fred Thompson and Guy 
Bolton are at work revising the 
book, 


Former heavy- | 


which salaries were not payable, 
Berton Churchill, also a featured 
player, died suddenly, and rehearsals 


iond layoff week, but Equity refuted 
his claim that Churchill's passing was 
‘an act of God. Sudden death only 
through earthquake, fire or train 
wreck relieves a manager from sal- 
ary liability, according to the actors 
| association. - 

Total amount of the claim was 
around $2,100, plus rehearsal pay 
during the period of Digges’ rehears- 
als, some of that money being held 
|up pending the settlement of the 
|main issue. Also considered was a 
credit for four days of rehearsing not 
used prior to the play's out-of-town 
| debut. 





Harold Murray, Lateiy 
A Brewer, Dies at 49 


Although he had not been active 
in show business in recent seasons 
the passing of J. Harold Murray, at 
49, last Wednesday (11) at his home 
in Killingworth, Conn., occasioned 
expressions of regret along Broad- 
way. He had been under treatment 
for a kidney ailment for about one 
year, but the illness of the baritone 
i; had not been believed to be serious. 

Starting as a song plugger for Leo 
Feist in Boston, where he used his 
correct name of Mgrnay, singer, 
whose stage appearances spanned a 





at his peak in ‘Rio Rita,’ produced 
by Flo Ziegfeld. He became inter- 
ested in the New England Brewing 
| Co., Hartford, Conn., and became 
acting president four years ago, 
plant’s output being called Murray’s 
beer. 


Murray resigned from the Lambs 
Club last year, but occasionally 
made professional appearances, 
cluding a four-week date at Leon 
and Eddie’s, N. Y. night club, also 
some summer theatre showings. 
However, most of his time was spent 
at the brewing plant, which made 
him wealthy, and at his home in 
Killingworth. House was an old 
mill which he developed into a show 
place. 

In addition to the music pub- 
lisher connection, Murray’s first taste 
of the theatre was leading audience 
sings in Boston with the use of il- 
luminated slides. ‘Passing Show of 
1921’ was his introduction to legit, 
after two years of vaudeville. Other 
musicals in which he was the sing- 
ing male lead included ‘Captain 
Jinks,’ ‘Castles in the Air,’ ‘Whirl of 
New York,’ ‘Sometime,’ ‘Vogues, 
‘Springtime of Youth,” ‘Face the 
Music’ and ‘Thumbs Up.’ Last stage 
appearance was ‘Venus in Silk,’ tried 


out in Pittsburgh in 1935 then 
shelved. 

Murray also acted in several pic- 
tures, including ‘Married in Holly- 


wood,” in 1929, ‘Cameo Kirby,’ ‘Hap- 
py Days’ and ‘Women Everywhere’ 
the following year. Two years ago 
he was the unsuccessful Democratic 
candidate for the state senate 

Surviving are his widow, formerly 
Dolly Hackett of the stage, and a 
son, William Joseph Murray. 





Tilly Losch and Lunts’ 
British War Benefits 


Cleveland, Dec. 17. 
the dancer now 
Countess Carnarvon, is 


Tilly Losch, 
| known as 
recent illness to dance in Cleveland’s 
F itish War Relief Ball being staged 
iin the Carter hotel here Dec. 28. 
Dancer’s last appearance was in 
,the Lewisohn Stadium during its 
summer musical festival. Com- 
| pletely recovered now, she has been 


| rehearsing several weeks for come- | 


| back in the benefit ball, also to in- 
clude John Brownlee, of Met opera, 
| Margaret Speaks of Firestone Hour, 


14-year period starting in 1921, was | 


in- | 


|coming out of retirement caused by | 


Grace Moore's Performance in ‘Louise 
Standard, But Opera Not Big Draw 








The second week of the Metropoli- 
‘tan Opera Co.’s 16-week season saw 


award of half a week’s pay to the the first of the customary weeks of 
| cast 


small losses, as the furor over the 
opening died down. The Met for 
| nine performances, plus a Sunday 
night concert, grossed about $105,000 
out of a possible $143,000 with a net 
‘loss for the week of approximately 
$4,000. 

Monday (9), saw a capacity audi- 
lence at ‘Lucia’ with a gross of about 
| $15,500. The draw was Lily Pons in 
| her first appearance of the year. The 

coloratura was in excellent voice and 
{won her usual ovation after the ‘mad 
scene.” Nino Martino as Edoardo 
|completely wore himself out at the 
end of the opera, and his last act 





OPERA CHORUS 


After grimacing at each other for 
\two years, the American Guild of 
Musical Artists and the Grand Opera 





an agreement and are joining forces. 
GOCA is to disband as of Jan. 15, 
with its members joining AGMA’s 
choral division. Arrangement has 





AGMA ABSORBS 





| 


been made with the Metropolitan | 


|Opera for AGMA to take over 
|GOCA'’s contract with that organiza- 
tion. The addition of COCA’s 200- 
odd 
membership of around 2,000. 


members will give AGMA a/! for jt. 


| 


Under the peace pact, the former | 


GOCA members are entitled to three 
representatives on the AGMA board, 
but with a vote on only choral mat- 
ters. Choral committees will be set 
up in Philadelphia, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Cincinnati 
and other cities where opera is pro- 
duced, to confer with the AGMA 
board regarding local regulations 
and wage requirements. 


In addition, AGMA will establish 


| serviceable 


a set of standards for choral sing- | 


ers and will supervise auditions for 
all future applicants, who will be 
required to know at least 15 operas 
in their proper language. Auditions 
will also be held in other opera 
‘cities, although the repertoire re- 
quirements may vary for the differ- 
ent places. 


Settlement of the long dispute was 


made possible through the interven- | 


Federation of 
AGMA’s | affiliate, 


tion of the American 
Radio Artists, 


thi s jurisdiction over broad- | 
which has jurisdiction ove |a performance at breakneck speed. 


With 
over 


easts of opera performances. 
the Met’s Saturday matinees 
NBC being sponsored by Texaco, 
AFRA forced GOCA to reach an 
agreement with AGMA. Under the 
terms of the deal, the GOCA sing- 
ers will receive $8 apiece per broad- 
cast performance, instead of the 
former rate of $3. The present con- 
tract between AGMA and the Met 
does not require any payment to 
|principals for broadcast perform- 
ances, < 

GOCA’s existing deal with the 
Met, calling for $75 a week for eight 
performances (plus $9.37 per extra 
performance) and added coin and 
expenses for road dates, remains in 
force until the end of the 1941-42 
season. Of the GOCA'’'s 200 mem- 
hers, 94 sing regularly with the Met. 

When the two unions first tang- 
Jed, GOCA’s charter from the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of America 
(parent organization of both) was 
yevoked. Then when GOCA con- 
tracts with the San Francisco, Cin- 
cinnati and Chicago opera com- 
| panies 
{and signed with those organizations. 
| However, GOCA continued to hold 
out on the strength of its deal with 
|the Met, until the Texaco radio deal 
| gave AFRA a chance to step in and 
effect a settlement. 


te 





Eleanor Whitney, film player visit- 
ing local relatives, and Leighton 
, Nobie’s orchestra. 


joining Cleveland Symph Orchestra 
under baton of NBC’s Frank Black 
|in another benefit concert for the 
British War Relief Society Jan. 5. 
_ Trio will repeat musicalized version 
of Alice Duerr Miller’s poem, ‘White 
Cliffs,’ which Lunts dic. twice on net- 
works after getting an avalanche of 
requests. Booked for Public Hall, 
which has 12,000 capacity, concert is 
i scaled at $3 top admish, 


| was poor, being barely able to get 
| through his final aria, ‘Tu che a Dio,’ 
| transposed down. An American bari- 
, tone, Francesco Valentino, made his 
|debut after 12 years of singing in 
| Italy, and disclosed a voice marred 
| by a bad vibrato but with excellent 
| training. He should prove an asset 
|to the company. Gemaro Papi con- 
ducted. 

Tuesday (10), the company played 
| Its second sold out performance in 
| Philadelphia, with ‘Walkure’ the 
| opera, and Kirsten Flagstad, Helen 
| Traubel,.and Lauritz Melchior. the 


| protagonists. Gross about $15,000, or 
| capacity. 
| Wednesday (11), the house lost 


about $3,000 with the initial appear- 
ance of Grace Moore in ‘Louise.’ The 
opera has never been able to draw, 
and the sopranos’ capabilities at the 
box office are the only reasons for 
its continuing for a third year in the 
regular repetoire. Miss Moore's char- 
acterization has grown to a point 
where she can be ranked with her 
famous predecessors, Geraldine Far- 
rar, and Mary Garden, even though 
her most important aria, ‘Depuis Le 
Jour,’ fails to electrify. Charles Kull- 
man was miscast as Julian, his voice 
being dwarfed by the orchestra, de- 
spite forcing. Ezio Pinza’s father 


Choral Alliance have at last reached | continues to be well sung, but the 
| Italian’s French 


is like an Ameri- 
can’s. Ettore Panizza continues to 
get as much out of the score as is 
pessible. Gross around $10,000, with 
$13.000 needed for an even break. 

‘Tristan and Isolde’ was given as 
a benefit Thursday afternoon (12), 
and although the house was sold 
out, the Met received about $10,000 
Flagstad again proved her 
claim to being the greatest Isolde 
heard here since Lillian Nordica, and 
Melchior was also in excellent voice. 
Erich Leinsdorf'’s interpretation has 
grown considerably since last year, 
in the pit. 

Thursday evening (12) ‘Trovatore,’ 
was the opera, and the house 
dropped $4,000 on a gross of about 
$8,500. Norina Greco made her de- 
but as Leonora, and disclosed a good 
voice, but nothing to 
startle the public. Jussi Bjoerling 
was miscast as Manrico, as he, the 
best lyric tenor at the Met, cannot 
as yet handle dramatic roles. In- 
judicious casting in order to give the 
public the benefit of his high ‘C’s.’ 
Valentino, substituting for Alexander 
Sved, as the count, increased the 
favorable impression made two days 


earlier in his debut, while Bruna 
Castagna, substituting for Kirsten 
Thorborg, was the voca! hit of the 


evening, with her superb singing of 
Azucena. Ferruccio Calusio made 
his debut as the conductor, and led 


‘Nozze di Figaro’ was repeated 
Friday (13), with a gross of about 
$9,000, losing around $3,000 on the 
performance. The performance was 
on a par with the first, moving at a 


fast pace, with Ezio Pinza as the 
spearhead. 
Saturday afternoon (14), saw a 


repetition of ‘Un Ballo in Maschera’ 
with the onlv change in cast being 
the substitution of Castagna for 
Thorborg, with the opera gaining by 


|the move. The Italian is at the peak 


expired, AGMA stepped in| 


of her career. 
Miss Pons Tired? 


Saturday night (14), saw the sea- 
son’s first ‘Lakme’ as a show piece 
for Miss Pons. House sold out with 
a take of $15.500, of which the Met 
received $10,000, performance being 
a benefit. (Mrs. Barney Balaban, 
wife of the Paramount president, was 
one of the sponsors). The coloratura 
was not in the best of voice, as two 
performances during’ the week 
seemed to tire her, and she sang in 
half voice most of the evening. She 
opened up in the ‘Bell Song’ how- 
ever, concluding with a high ‘E’ 
natural that brought down the house 
as per usual. 

Raoul Jobin appeared as Gerard 
opposite to her, and eliminating & 
dry quality, sang well, especially in 
his top tones which drowned out his 


|‘Lakme.’ He may be the best French 


| 


Lucien 
his 


tenor heard 
Muratore. 


locally since 
Ezio Pinza roared 


| way through his part, overshadowing 


| 
L 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne | everyone else with the splendor of 


his voice, but his French continues 
to be a combination of Italian and 
Esperanto. Willifred Pelletier con- 
ducted. 

Sunday (15) drew about $2,500 to 
the concert, all pure gravy to the 
Met, and Monday (16) saw a repéat 
performance of ‘Walkure’ with the 
house breaking even on a $12,000 
gross, the cast being the same as 
at the first performance. 
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Whether Equity is veering towards 
closed shop because of the raise in 
initiation fee to $100, which accom- 
panied the boost of minimum pay 
from $40 to $50, is a matter of dis- 
cussion in professional circles, Mat- 
ter was precipitated by Equity’s edi- 
torial explanation of the rise and 


“the elimination of I. O. U.’s from 


candidates applying for membership. 

During the actors’ strike of 1919 
the managers insisted that Equity 
aimed for a closed shop and that 
was their principal argument in 
settling the dispute. Equity de- 
clared it had no such intention and 
promised that its membership list 
would be open for all time allud- 
ing to its set-up as ‘Equity Shop.’ 
Twice since then the initiation fee 
has been raised, the $100 require- 
ment having become effective Dec. 1 
and Equity now says: 

‘The raise in initiation fee was 
designed, quite frankly, to make ad- 
mission to Equity more difficult, and 
so to limit the number of persons 
who might be attracted to the thea- 
tre as a means of livelihood, if not 
as a career, because of the raise of 
the minimum wage to $50 a week.’ 
Added: 

‘There is no other trade or pro- 
fession which provides an initial sal- 
ary of $50 weekly to apprentices, 
And that, unfortunately, is what 
most actors and actresses accepting 
their first engagements are. It is no 
wonder that many personable young 
men and women should be attracted 
to that work whether they feel the 
urge to act or not.’ 

The boost is further explained by 
the fact that the stage is over- 
crowded, with not nearly enough en- 
gagements for those who have quali- 
fied for it by of study and 
practice. 
crease 


years 


in initiation is 
those who are now members of 
Equity. Conceded that the boost is 
certain to keep some people out of 
Equity, just as they are kept out of 
other unions, many of which have 
higher initiation fees than the ac- 
tors association. Principally af- 
fected are embiyo players from 
summer stocks and accompanying 
drama schools. 

New initiation was accompanied 
by a requirement that the fee and 
dues for the first six months be paid 
in full by the applicant, the required 
amount being $109. -Principal rea- 
son for that rule is to prevent new- 
comers from joining easily, such as 
formerly permissable by paying 
part cash and the balance in I.0.U.’s. 
Equity suggests, however, 
okay for the applicant to raise the 


to protect 


initiation by borrowing from the 
nanager and arranging to repay 
him. For years Equity accepted 


uch 1.0.U.’s on the ground it did 
not wish to make it too difficult to 
join. Now the partial payment sys- 
tem is declared outmoded; also that 
it resulted in wasting too much ef- 
fort to collect. 

During November 93 applicants 
were accepted to membership, while 
205 members applied for withdrawal 
cards, freeing them from paying 
dues until they secure engagements. 





Reserves Decision On 
‘Wilde’ Plagiarism Suit 


After a four-day trial, Federal 
Judge Vincent L. Leibel! in New 
York reserved decision Wednesday 
(11) on Nellie Harris’ suit against 
Gilbert Miller, Norman Marshall, 
Leslie Stokes, Sewell Stokes, Ran- 


dom House, Inc., and Heron Produc- 
tions, Inc. Action seeks an injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits and dam- 
&ges for the alleged plagiarism in 
the play ‘Oscar Wilde.’ of her hus- 
band’s book, ‘Oscar Wilde, His Life 
and Confessions.’ 

Leslie and Sewell Stokes wrote the 
Play, ‘Oscar Wilde,’ which Gilbert 
Miller and Norman Marshall pro- 
duced through Heron Productions 
Randon House published a_ book, 
Oscar Wilde,’ based on the play. 

There will be no decision before 
the first of the vear. as Judge Leibel! 
has granted both sides until Dec. 23 
to submit briefs. 

Miller and plaintiff's husband. 
Frank Harris. wrote the book in 1916 
and after his death it was willed to 
his widow. An amended defense was 
submitted to the court Friday (13), 
which was accepted by Judge Lei- 
bell, The defense charges that Frank 
Harris’ book pirated much of its ma- 
erial from other books and was not 


%riginal, 





Futher stated that the in- | 


that it is | 


‘Frank Craven Play To 
Undergo Rewrite Job 


San Francisco, Dec. 17, 
Frank Craven’s new psychic play, 
‘About Tomorrow,’ which closed a 
| 10-day test at the Curran 
| Saturday (14), will undergo rewrit- 
ing before heading east. 


run 


Expects to 


, Equity's $100 Initiation Fee Stirs Trade 
Talk on Possibility of a Closed Shop’ 


| open on Broadway shortly after first | 


'of year. Advance sale was good but 
flood of cancellations caused by flu 
| epidemic was plenty tough on b.o., 
|no figures being released. 

Show itself opened two days late 


due to illness of leading woman, 
| Sally Eilers. Although drawing tair 
| notices from critics, ‘here were an 
| unusual number of letters. Custom- 
|ers took the play very much to 
heart, flood of mail causing John 


| Hobart, of Chronicle, to print com- 
| ments branding him ‘unappreciative.’ 
Consensus here is that play will be 
‘liked but that the ‘cynical’ N. Y. 
‘critics may. kill its chances. 


| 
Four Flop Stows On 


Hoilyweed Meant Total 
Loss of Over $116,000 


With the sudden collapse of ‘Every 
Man For Himself,’ at the Guild, N. 
Y., last Wednesday (11), after three 
| performances, the score of Holly- 
wood plays on Broadway is 4 to 0. 
In the same house, ‘Quiet Please’ 
flopped out in a week and two days. 
‘Glamour Preferred’ stopped at the 
Booth in the same time, and ‘Bev- 











ers in a bit over three weeks. The 
total loss on the quartet is estimated 
| over $110,000 

‘Himself’ went out the 
$22,000 in the red. 
by Arthur Hutchinson and Arthur 
| Ripley, who became managers on 
the Coast. They teamed originally 
for ‘Oscar Wilde,” which showed in 
California and was reported to have 
fared well It turns out, however, 


hard way, 
It was produced 


porting the contention of Gilbert 
Miller that the play was for Broad- 
way only. ‘Wilde’ fared very well 
in the metropolis, virtually spanning 
a season, but it was not sent on tour. 

After favorable Coast reports, 
‘Himself’ management could have se- 
cured a needed bankroll, but figur- 
ing they had a good thing are said to 
have declined disposing of any of 
| their holdings. When the show ar- 


Class for Gertie 





Usually, when onstage dressing 
rooms are required for quick 
changes, flats are lashed together 
for that purpose. It will be dif- 
ferent for Gertrude Lawrence in 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ as she will 
have the last word in portable 
dressing rooms, a la Hollywood. 
Model of the room was especially 
designed, with her approval of 
color scheme and other details. 

Star will be on the stage most 
of the performance and numer- 
ous changes are required. 


— 


New Gertie Lawrence 
Show May Be Costliest 
"40-41 Prod. at 1006 


What may prove the most costly 


production of the season is ‘Lady in 
The Dark,’ which Sam H. Harris is 
producing and_ starring Gertrude 
Lawrence. Figuring a spread which 
may reach $25,000 more than the 
budget, show's expenditures look 
certain to exceed $100,000. Comple- 
ment of persons to be carried to 
Boston for the tryout is 165, inclu- 











sive of costumrs and accessory peo- | 


; ple, but the playing company has 
around 60. 
‘We have four revolving stages 


| Moss 


and one revolving author,’ explained 
Hart, who wrote the book. 
Kurt Weill composed the score and 
fra Gershwin the lyrics. Seven cars 
will be required to take the outfit 
to Boston, no _ 70-footers’ being 
available as the post office has re- 
quisitioned all for the holiday rush. 
Company leaves next Tuesday (24), 


balance of the week being devoted | 


| to setting up the show and final re- 


erly Hills’ was chased to the show- | 


| Morosco. 


that the duo dropped $45,000, sup- | 


| rived from San Francisco there were | 


| theatre charges of more than $900 
which the Guild demanded. Hutch- 
inson paid the theatre bill, but it was 
; several days after the blackout. 
Evidently the bad press on ‘Him- 


(Continued on page 52) 


hearsals. Opening date there is 
Dec. 30 at the Colonial and it’s due 
at the Alvin, N. Y., week of Jan. 13. 

There is a title similarity with 
‘The Lady Who Came to _ Stay,’ 
which Guthrie McClintic is opening 
at the Elliott Jan. 2, but the label 
is the same as the book from which 


the play was derived. Two other 
incoming N. Y. shows have titles 
which are partially alike One is 
‘The Old Foolishness,’ which bows 
in Friday (20) @t the Windsor, the 
other being ‘Old Acquaintance,’ 


which premieres Monday (23) at the 


- 


NW THEATRE CONCLAVE 





IN SEATTLE FEB. 13-15 


|plus a percentage. 
|duced under the old minimum basic 


Seattle, Dec. 17. 
All theatre workers, amateur and 
professional, of the Pacific Northwest 
—Washinston, Oregon, Montana and 
Idaho—will hold eighth annual thea- 
tre conference at the University of 

Washington, Feb. 13-15 inclusive. 
There will be variety of theatrical 
events including performances at the 
new Penthouse theatre, Showboat, 
Lyric, and Repertory Playhouse, in- 
cluding marionette production for 


| visitors. 


‘Proposal to Pep B'way Plus Sunday 


Is ‘Suburban Night’, All Shows At 





‘Horse Fever’ May Relight. 


On B’way at $1.65 Top 


‘Horse Fever,’ which closed at the 


Mansfield, N. Y., Saturday (14) after | 


| two weeks plus one night, may re- 
| join Broadway’s holiday card. Plan 
is to spot it in a sizeable house at 
$1.65 top, but no theatre booking 
was secured early this week. Deal 
is pending for the 44th Street, idea 
being to show there for two weeks, 
as house will get ‘Crazy. With the 
Heat’ about the middle of January. 
‘Horse’ was the first-to try Sunday 
matinees at $1.10 top. Regular scale 
is $3.30. 

If ‘Fever’ relights, a salary cut will 
be effective. Alex Yokel, who pro- 
duced the show, has rearranged the 
operating nut to clip $1,350 from 
the running cost. 





Hayward’s Unique 


Kirkland’s ‘Tobacco’ 


Although it arranged neither the | 


Commissions From 


stage production nor the picture sale 
for ‘Tobaceo Road,’ the Leland Hay- 
ward agency has collected a commis- 


sion from the entire Broadway run 
and gets half the agent’s fee on the 
film deal. Show has been 
the best money-makers in show 
business history. As both author and 
producer, Jack Kirkland handled the 
legit production himself. The Feld- 
man-Blum agency in Hollywood set 
the screen deal with 20th Century 
Fox. 

The actual amount Hayward 
collected from the show so far isn’t 
known. But on the basis of an esti- 
mated gross of $2.500,000 from the 
more-than-seven-year Broadway run, 
Kirkland’s royalties would probably 
ibe somewhere in the neighborhood 
of $200,000 (which naturally doesn’t 
‘include his profits as producer). 
| Agent’s commission on that would 
be $20,000. 

Picture rights 


ha 


went for $200.000, 
Play was pro- 


agreement in effect in 1933, which 
gave the author 50% of the film 
price. Mayward and Feldman, split- 
ting the commission on that, would 
each get $5,000. 

This estimated $25,000 in commis- 


| sions (so far) for Hayward may not 


| 


equal the agent’s percentage on a few 


other legit-film deals where the 
amount wasn’t split. But the case of 
Hayward and ‘Tobacco Road’ is 


unique because the agent had little 
(Continued on page 52) 
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Cut Scale to Encourage Patronage 





It is 
musicals, 


now clear that Broadway's 


most of which have a 
ticket scale at $4.40 top, are not at- 


tempting Sunday performances on 
the theory that the class of people 
who patronize the lower floors do 
not come to Times Square on the 
Sabbath. Same argument appears to 
apply to the top ranking straight 
plays, where Monday attendance is 
gererally as strong as any other 
night. 

High scaled musicals have drawn 
heavily on Sundays when played for 
the benefit of the Actors Fund and 
Stage Relief, but the tickets always 
have been disposed of through those 
organizations. Nearly all the tickets 
for such benefits are sent to selected 
lists of each fund’s supporters. Only 
a few tickets for the funds’ henefits 
are sold through agencies. Sunday 
customers call for cheap tickets at 
the boxoffice, where plenty of price 


;cutting is reported. 


That a real test of Sunday possi- 


| bilities will not be made until all 
shows play on that day or night is 
also a generally accepted belief 


along Broadway. Fourth Sunday 
(15) for legits saw no change in the 


i situation. Seven shows were on, one 
which played the Sabbath the pre- 


|tory, but 


among | 


vious week having been withdrawn. 
Business was claimed to be satisfac- 
in no instance were the 
takings exceptional. As previously, 
the Sunday perf®rmances' were 
played by in-betweeners with one or 
two exceptions. 

Suggestion is made that a special 
reduced price night be established 
for Broadway. Idea is that if the en- 
tire list would play at reduced scales 
fresh interest in theatre-going would 
be premoted, particularly among per- 
sons who may not patronize legit 
because of limited spending means 
Proponent of the plan suggests Mon- 
day instead of Sunday, with the eve- 
ning being established ‘suburban 
night’ as a reason for the price con- 
cession. 


as 


Must Include Hits 
In discussing the plan it was em- 
phasized that the hits as well as the 


|others would have to participate, 
otherwise without coordination the 
|public might be suspicious that 


|something was out of order with the 


shows. Idea will probably be con- 


| sidered by the League of New York 
| Theatres, which is striving for more 


| Sund iy list. One is 


Sunday participation. 

In ticket circles it is figured that 
the Sunday (29) between Christmas 
and New Year’s should be a natural 
because of the anticipated influx to 
New_York. There may be additional 
performances played because of that, 
but it is already known that the top 
draws will duck the date of 
the Monday advance sales. At least 
two new ll be added to the 
‘Meet the People,” 
the Coast revue bowing in at the 
Mansfield Christmas night It will 
have a $3.30 top, same as the other 
‘It 


because 


SnNOWS W 


musicals (‘Helizapoppin’ and 
Happens on Ice’) which play Sun- 
days. The other is ‘The Flying 
Gerordos’ which debuts Sunday 
Dec. 29. 


Most of the agencies are open Sun- 
days at the request of the League, 
but very little Staffs 
have been curtailed because of that. 
Brokers say they have noticed a pe- 
culiar customer reaction, it being a 
drop in Monday sales. That day is 
usually active for sales in 
the agencies, but the drop dates from 
the time Sunday performances 
started and they claim it cannot be 
blamed on the pre-holiday decline 


do business, 


advance 





Jennie Tourel’s Suit 
Against Sol Hurok 


A suit by Jennie Michlin, known 
us Jennie Tourel, soprano, formerly 


of the Metropolitan Opera Co., 
gainst Hurok Attractions, Inc., and 
S. Hurok was revealed in N. Y. su- 
preme court when the plaintiff ap- 
plied to examine Hurok before trial. 
Action charges breach of contract 
and seeks damages of $10.90! 
Plaintiff claims she ned a an- 
agerial contract with Hurok om 
Jan. 10-** ) 1938 t 


end opera tour of the U. S.. Canada 


Cuba and Mexico. She \ guaran- 
teed 10 performances at $250 each 
plus 50% of the gross over $600. One 
f the concerts was a guaranty at 
either Carnegie or Town Hall, N. ‘ 
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Plays Out 


of Town 


FLIGHT TO THE WEST 


*rinceton, N. J., Dec. 14. | 


Playwrights Co. presents new play by 
HMimer Rice, with Betty Field, Arnold Moss, 
Paul Hernried ani Hugh Marlowe featured 
Siaeed by the author, with settings by Jo 
Mielziner Presente first time at Me- 


1 for 


Carter, Princeton, N. J., Nouv. 14, ‘40 

$2.75 top. 

Robert Blanquil....cccccecssed Arvin Paulson 

Richard Banning.........- Kevin McCarthy | 
Ist Portuguese Mechanic ....John Trives 
24 Portuguese Mechanic. Maraid Dyrenforh 
August Himmelreich......... Rudolf Weiss 
Thomas Hickey......ccesese-.-Paul Mann 

Fdmund Dickensen....eeeee6-..Don Nevins | 


Marte Dickensen......0.--.--Lily Brentano | 
Lisette Dickensen..ccceeesssees Helen Renee | 
Loutse Frayne..... cowie Constance McKay 
Colonel Archibald Gage.......James See'ey 
Count Vronoff.........-++- Boris Marshalos 


Frau Clara Rosenthal.Eleanora Mendelssohn 


Dr. Hermann Walther.......Paul Hernried 
Howard Ingraham sososcooeed Arnold  *tes 

Hope Talcott Nathan..ecee..--- Betty Field 
Charles Nathan..... errr —. e riowe | 
Captain McNab...ccccceeess: > Karl Malden 
Captain Hawkes...........Grandon Rho es 
Ist British Corporal.......-.++- Jonn Trigss 


@d British Corporal......Harald Dyrenforth 





—EE 


For years Elmer Rice has felt | 
strongly on the subject of Hitler and | 
the curse of Nazism. Back in ‘Judg- 
ment Day’ he lashed out against the 
persecution of Jews in Germany | 
with a proper display of emotion 
and violence as he denounced Der 
Fuehrer and his followers. Con- | 
tinuing on the subject in ‘Flight to | 
the West,’ originally called “Trans- | 
atlantic,’ Rice uses a more rational 
and intellectual plane to show the 
tremendous advance of the totali- | 
tarian state in its threat to world | 
destruction. | 


| understanding, 


| Donen, 


fection of the Fascist State will 
eventually destroy itself. 

Miss Field portrays her role with 
creating a normal 
and pleasant girl at grips with life. 


| Arnold Moss is excellent in the role 


of Ingraham, the liberal, who ex- 
pounds his beliefs with feeling. Hugh 
Marlowe as Nathan, Paul Hernried 


|as Dr. Hermann Walther, the Nazi 


agent, Boris Marshalov as Count 
Vronoff: Constance McKay as the 
rye-imbibing columnist, and James 
Seeley, as Colonel Gage, the capi- 


talist, all contribute superior per- 
formances 
Play was given an ovation at 


preem here, with many notables in 
audience, including Albert Einstein, 
Thomas and Erika Mann, Sylvia Sid- 
ney and Luther Adler, Beatrice 
Kaufman and Robert Sherwood. 
Rosen. 


PAL JOEY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 

Musical comedy in two acts ..12 scenes). 
Book by John O'Hara; music by Richard 
Rodgers; lyrics by Lorenz Hart; dances by 
Robert Alton; directed by George Abbott; 
scenery and lighting by Jo Mielziner; cos- 
times by John Koenig; orchestra conducted 
by Harry Levant; orchestration by Hans 
Spialek; presented by George Abbott at the 
Forrest, Philadelphia, Dec. 11, °40. 

Cast: Gene Kelly, 
June Havoc, Diane Sinclair, Sondra Bar- 
rett. Leila Ernst, Amarilla Morris, Stanley 
Vivienne Segal, Jane Fraser, Van 
Johnson, John Clarke, Averell Harris, Nel- 
son Rae, Jean Casto. Jack Durant, Vincent 
York, James Lane, Cliff Dunstan. 17 girls, 
nine boys. 





Robert J. Mulligan, | 


suddenly goes in for his terrific 
acrobatics. Leila Ernst is charming 
as Linda (the ingenue). Jean Casto 
has one gorgeous scene as a blase 
woman reporter which she follows 
with a mock strip-tease that’s a wow. 
The chorus is only introduced when 
plot calls for night-club rehearsals, 
or routines which add to naturalness 
of show. Dances by Robert Alton 
and Jo Mielziner’s scenery also rate 
bows. Waters. 


| PAPA IS ALL 
| 


Millburn, N. J., Dec. 10. 
Folk comedy in three acts, four scenes, 
by Patterson Greene; staged by Frank 
Carrington and Agnes Morgan; settings 
and costumes by Emeline Clark Roche; 
| Jessie Royce Landis and McKay Morris 
| featured; presented by Paper Mill Play- 


| house Productions. Inc., at Paper Mill 
| Playhouse, Mfliburn, N. J., Dec. 10, °40; 
| $1.65 top. 

0 ee ee Jessie Royce Landis 

Ns dbo geen Ades ¥iedewer Emmett Rogers 

State Trooper HKrendile..... Robert Allen 
| BMMAR....cccccccesscees Hathaway Kale 
| BEre. YOOer. .cccccccccccccee PICGR ARMA 
bPROR cca cascccececcessoes meee merrme 





‘Papa Is All’ by Patterson Greene. 
third stock offering at smartly rustic 
| Paper Mill Playhouse, is somewhat 
| slight but unpretentious and pleas- 
lant new comedy in which not one 
but three worms turn. Okay for 
the stocks, but not for Broadway 
or films. 

Action takes place in kitchen of 
Aukamp farmhouse and throughout 
piece considerable chuckling is pro- 
_vided by screwy inversions of Penn- 
| sylvania Dutch lingo. 

Title of piece has double meaning. 
'In everyday English ‘Papa is all’ re- 

flects fact that head of Aukamp 
household is femily’s private Hitler. 





project to paint a mural in the post- 
office, she immediately objects to his 
ey significant’ drawings. She 
wants him to glorify only the lead- 
ing citizens, not the brawny laborers 
who made Middletown a thriving 
city. A refugee from a German con- 
centration camp seeking freedom of 
expression, the boy gets his dander 
up for a fight. He is backed in it 
by the dowager’s grand-daughter. 
That doesn’t stop the femme tyrant, 
who craftily uses her force and 
wiles to persuade an ex-All-Ameri- 
can football star to break into the 
postoffice to destroy the mural. She 
also incites the good burghers to 
bring their Klu Klux Klan’s suits 
out of the mothballs to chase the 
radica] out of town. He does leave 
—but with her grand-daughter. The 
romance has fresh vitality, ‘ut it’s 
doubtful if the author can cut out all 
the chaff to put the slow, wordy 
piece in condition for an imnatient 
Broadway clientele. 


Although it is unequal to the ma- 
terial it has to present, the Play 
House’s community group of actors 
give it one of their best productions. 
Ruth Feather conveys al] the domi- 
nating qualities possessed by the in- 
consistent dowager, playing her with 
icy dignity and polite venom. Sara 
Luce is radiantly accurate as her 
grand-daughter. Henderson’ For- 


sythe seems a bit juvenile as the, 


painter, but Kirk Willis personates 
a drunkard with sharp detail. 
Pullen. 








New York Play 


KING LEAR 





pe 





Yiddish Play 


SENDER BLANK 


{IN YIDDISH) 








Comedy in two acts (six scenes) by Jacob 


Rothbaum, from a Sholem Aleichem 


Slol 
of the same nameé; presented by the Yiae 
| dish Art ‘Theatre (Maurice Schwartz): 
| staged by Rothbaum; stars Schwar tz: 
music, Sholom Secunda; settings Alex 
Chertov. Reviewed at the Yiddish Art 
| theatre (formerly Public), N.¥., Dec, 1, ‘40. 
| SenGer Wienk. .ceccccceces Maurice Schwartz 
eae CPococcsocece Lucy Gehrman 
Marcus...... er ecceeeceeesess- Muni Serebroy 
| SUNS. 6 000694 000462000000 0500000% Leon Gold 
dé ¢6ebnbes6eenee es oe Hannah Hollander 
i... RA errr eae luba Kadison 
| Cee ME. ccasesaares Anatol Winogradov 
Sh. Re onteeeeeccchece al Anna Appel 
[ Dr. Bluger....cccccccs Ben-Zion Shoenfeld 
ree coccccccccee Mark Schweid 
| ZEldR. .ccccccscseces wrrerTT . Celia Liptzin 
PAIR ec ccccccsccescccccces Goldie Lubritzky 
|} Reb Zhiamke Gingold.....Misha Gehrman 
NE eS Judith Abarbanell 
| Meyer Zilberman........ Maurice Krohner 
Zalmen Perlmvutter......... Misha Fiszohn 
Re’ Kalmen Floken........ Isidore Casher 
Motel.................Abraham Teitelbaum 
[Ss ME icacneenecuaeensven Lazar Freed 


It's been some seasons since Maurice 
Schwartz has done comedy, and his 


{return to a type of portrayal that 


once knew him as one of its out- 
standers seems to have been a wise 
one. However, Schwartz's choice of 


| a play is not to be linked in a similar 


| Schwartz 


vein. ‘Sender Blank,’ while it has 
some measure of amusement with 
in the title role, is gen- 
erally inferior to the abilities of the 
actor-manager and his Yiddish Art 
Theatre troupe. 


This is Schwartz's second presen- 


« i< > e Ss 
In Pennsylvania Dutch it means tation of the season, and the first 


Philly hadn’t had a legit preem 








| 
But despite the author’s courageous 




















; ‘Papa is dead.’ Mistaken announce-| Revival of Shakespeare’s tragedy, fn pro- | }¢ 
i cc ike ; as since one year ago, when the unsuc- - in course of second act that | low and two acts. Directed by Edwin Pis- | time in several seasons that he has 
ntentions, this does not size up as ssful ‘Joh ’ with Paul | s S 7. “" ~~ = Gea ‘ a eh 7 
, : cesstu onn enry wi aul | «p ; lr k d t | cator; incidental music by Henry Cowell, undertaken a role sutficiently promi- 
THE anti-Nazi play that has been | Robeson towed at the Erlanger, | ,.°P@, 18 abi provokes comedy mot | lighting by Feder; sound by Harold Bur- | nent to warrant his self-stardom. As 
~ long overdue on Broadway. At all | until George Abbott presented ‘Pal f—~ —- v- slightest regret on me ris-Meyer. Presented by Drensatic Worms ‘the rich, Furopean baker whose 
i i j j : suppose emise—no mean feat for | sh f New School for Social Research, at | . Sere , Ss 
times it remains more of a treatise | Joey’ The occasion was made | Looe ht Stutlo Theatre, N. ¥., Dec, 14, '40; $2.20 | gourmet proclivities form fhe basis 
than good theatre. It lacks the emo- | qoubly felicitious when the first- |? McK 8 Stossel — th top. |for this Jacob Rothbaum dramatiza- 
ey gg oe eed —." a oe night mob came to the full realiza- sae aid oe gag te MB «0 a. Lear, King of Britain...........- Sam Jaffe | tion of an original Sholem Aleichem 
an e ramatl | tior j i : ’ Heda “IG | i SFE eer Rachel Adams , . — 
requisites for a real play. Never- | penne liveliest rae erune nonite farmer who justifies own Rein } Lear's daughters Margaret Curtis rear Set tee aaat abit saleiinos 
theless, ‘Flight’ has sufficient merits | fine me te at Gis iawn tere ear dog — - we Ss Cordelia | Pak Re RN Lema trae the play finds it tedious going in ‘its 
to warrant moderate success. ‘abouts in a blue moon eachings of churcn. pening nignt | Earl of Kent.........- beaten ag, 7 ve * . 
y : : S e is 9 ro Barl of Gloucester.......+++ toss Matthew hamstringing over the more than 
Chief among ~~ > poe fee With first-rate collaboration by Prey aw Fg Re Be + age rete ee nese ee eeeees TAS ty Kaoee | two-and-half-hour legit route. 
i ° ~ : ¢ Ys a —— ee een DE. cv cvacssdgnesvees toge 2 | : : oS : 
a — aay Lesggege Ah Producer George Abbott and song- |tarily reduced him to status of ho-| puke of Albany........:+ Randolph Echols | Aleichem’s original idea of the 
i vd y “ ‘tio ‘caer Playwrights’ writers Rodgers and . Hart, John | kum villain, but okay lines and play- | Duke of Cornwall.......++- Gregory Morton wealthy baker whose enormous ap- 
—. pean  bieiae er hgh ord O'Hara has come up with a corking | ing promptly restored realistic mood | Duke of Burgundy «...+.---: Conrad Daly | Petite fells him with gastritis, and 
acgis, aioe ee = + Recalled sea a | musical book of his own ‘Pal Joey’ | of play. Handling of nlot eliminates | x) OF ST@NS8 ssc tit Berghot | the humorous outgrowth of that sit- 
ner setting oO . “*' stories that appeared first in the any reflection on Mennonite sect, | Fooj's Mummers......... Lottie Goslar and | uation when he believes he’s about 
clipper in motion that will go down |New Yorker and have now been |leaving principal male character | Her Dance Group | t. die of a more serious malady, has 
po To — most teogg Ln “"~ gathered together in book form. |merely as typical of such paters. | Knight .......eeeeeeeees morn ers |considerable scope for the comedy i 
airs 1e stage as wl SSec ; : P ° P ° is uate stack | Omwald...cccccccccrccsecd ohn Starr ook oe i ee : Manag eS ina 
cena i bet sae it = aiees _ its a ig Bag coon Rte bang pie — | Servants... Colin Craig, Willis Gould, dap: — nage gat edge n — char- 1 
ws P ‘ P , presen orm when ‘Pa oe Nes ad ss Lov 4 » Ww Graft acter. e tocz 01N S in the ex- 4 
Rice loses no time in plunging into | reaches Broadway is a sesantion. {evokes laughs on occasion simvly | oid Man..........0.00000005 David Sievers | pectancy by kin and townfolk who f 
his subject. Entire cast assembles | Despite generally rave reception | With a wry twist of her lips, a shy | Doctor .....++++sseeerss0-) Jack | Bittner anticipate his death and their sub- 
on clipper as rise of curtain finds it | here there are some who think the | Shrug, or a cautiously pert glance. Stesaid peseeser ees vieveety ? vate’ satin Conlie sequent benefiting by his will. The 
ready to denart from Lisbon, and in | show goes a little overboard on | Although the point is not empha-| oficer../2227722221 SINE john Bryard | main humor rises out of his ‘recov- ‘ 
less than five minutes the back- | ‘hook’ That applies particularly to | sized, she carries over with subtlety | Proiogue: Colin Craig, Seymour Milbert. | ery,’ ‘ 
ground of the assorted characters is the second act when, after a whirl- | the idea that Papa has his moments| Dancers: Ida Bildner, Doris a | Although the play is mostly 
disposed of. Last on board are the | wind song-and-dance start, tempo | when they are alone. Lind, Ruth Rosen, Richard Wyatt. lphrentts ta te on on will tee oie 
Nathans, a young and recently wed changes completely and story as- | Emmett Rogers, programmed as mihiiaiis . | fine performances by other members 
couple — a oe Senet ; cea sumes straight dramatic aspects that | oe of permanent company,| Touted in advance as ‘an experi-|o¢ the cast. These include Lucy ; 
cause 0 ope athan’s (Beity recall ‘Burlesque’ and ‘Broadway.’ | turns in promising performance as \ > aot re esi me Satunsinke wlter tae 
A . : : | ¢ y. , - ‘ > riving to develop a >} ‘ as § artz’s 2: Le 
Field) father’s diplomatic cormec- (‘Pal Joey’ yee BB. ee its Jake. cowed son of family. He jg ; mental theatre st 8 eae! p Ge i1gMan, as Schwartz's wife; Leon 
: Ft j , ‘ve. | . y Ss aimos aris ek oe ‘ cath | fundamental art,’ the Studio Theatre Gold, Luba Kadison, Anna Appel, 
tions. After 10 years of nerve-|tabbed as ‘Broadway’ with musical | SUPPosed to do offstage iob of sock- | é ’ “a Hannah Hollander. Mark Schweid 
wracking flight from country to | trimmings’) | ing Papa over head with monkey | of the New School for Social Re-| Misha Gehrman Judith Abarbanell. 
untry cessitated by her father’s | < yrench, j i j “eis ‘ tie nti sia Ne vei aru . 
meat shana of ‘bouts due to | Abbott will undoubtedly speed up Gun tek Geer Rl Baier ise search opened its first production | Muni Serebrov, in one of the lead : 
bh STle - IOUS A Le A re " ) a c ; « f , - * . riwe ar io o all = ic sen. 
further war encroachments, _ this a oe ese A A there | to stop Papa from shooting surveyor | last Saturday night (14), revival eae is too conscious of his thesp 
westward clipper flight and security | 4) 0 ‘in Bag | as ———_ who dared take his daughter to|of ‘King Lear,’ in a new ver-| 8. 
of America is realization of Hope's at ‘cate ac a ¥ J ney are | ‘Godless movies.’ | sion by Erwin Piscator, who has | Direction keeps the plav moving at 
life-long dream. She's ecstatic in thing sp ine th - nd ree | Part of daughter Emma. played | peen something of a tradition on the |? fairly brisk pace—or at least as fast 
her happiness, but the tragedies, in- | );,° Fs thedtn = es S Ay sem y Y |adequately enouch by Hathaway | continental stage. The show turned | 35 the many talky situations will al- 
ner-turbulence and convictions of 4) 0" opar A Sar ey Meee just aS | Kale, suffers a bit in the writing.! out to be a director’s debauch, an|!ow. Rothbaum is credited with that 
her fellow passengers convince her ont me ha cr of Joey Zvans 1s un- | Drawn as better educated than the actor’s purgatory and a playgoer’s | chore, though Schwartz’s hand is 
that there is no escape to security. ventional. others, her freauent lanses into plain | niok cd : 3 apparent there. Alex Chertov’s set- E 
E For the ost t. ‘Pal Joey’ ad : : I nightmare. oy 
Although her husband is a Jew, ree most part, Fal Joey ad- English sometimes put her out of “ ee pee ’ _| tings of what he imagined to be an 
. neither have given thougcht to any heres closely to the magazine stories. | key with dialeet-snoutine characters Even such an explosive play as early 20th century. small-town Rus- 
nahin? dlstinetion gnt t ~ There's the gangster-agent, Ludlow | Frieda Altman makes the tnost of ‘Lear’ is completely strangled and, sian home fill the play’s needs ; 
< . 4 . Fe "i : ° et | r rs ille Ma I T : : * ° ea .io ; Jy: 5, i 
ile hh dita s ee ywell, the little girl Joey meets in | Mrs. Yoder, whoce sarruloucness un- | 1? fact, buried by what must un ‘though the entire production gen- 
A dip disciple the Thirc 
‘3 é p 4 ! front of the pet-shop, the harrassed i i >. ; | doubtedly be the most pretentious, | : ' ere : 
Reich, en route to Washington, in- | nisht club manager. double-crossing | wittingly tips off Papa to his daugh- | | tigcial and chaotic physical pro- erally is below the Yiddish Art The- 
sults the young Jew, Nathan, and | Aones and all » Coupie-crossing | ter’s escapade. Robert Allen merely | ieations: @ ; "le Y oe within atre’s par. 
3 as » ane | Agnes and all the rest. Summed up | walks through minor part of Stat uction seen in New ‘york W Weteche® Sathwartets “5 
brings problem to fore. The story | an shes ‘e | af pa otate > a -ee.ley a While ‘Esterke,” Schwartz’s first 
Pp Story | they represent a vivid cross-slice of | Trooper Brendle | memory. With a three-level turn . 
of Frau Rosenthal, a Jewish refugee, | night cl] . p nale. le stag lvi lik der- | presentation of the season, was by 
buse night club atmosphere. Frank Carr t dA | table stage revolving ce a pon ; 
and her fervent plea not to inflict With this book pattern as a back- hav y tok nod yy gnes Mor- | ous coffee-grinder, the dwarfed ac- far a greater artistic success—though 5 
the tortures of life by bringing into | ground, Rodgers and Hart have come | Ban have done good iob of staging | +5, crawl up and down the steps,|@ boxoffice flop—he should have ‘ 
th yorld another Jew, shock H« ca ‘enti “ome | comedy. Emeline Clark Roche's | ;}/more success with ‘Sender Blank’ 4 
1e€ wo another Jew, shoc ype : e 
; 1 ,0PE | up with a whale of a score. Rodgers’ | costumes and sing] tting | stumble in and out of portals in the sag ' 
into deeper awakening. A lifelong | music. may not have any single, | simply aq single setting are| ciges of the auditorium and even| due to its lighter theme. Kan. : 
friend of Hope’s, Howard Ingraham, ! positive sensation, but it’s a real e Ob simply effective. Kent. rant through the aisles. i 


who has dedicated his life and intel- 
lectuai writings to an espousal of 
liberalism, also finds himself in this 
uncertain realm of confusion, his 
convictions and ideals knocked awry 


throughout, 
Book’ and ‘Bewitched, Bothered and 
Bewildered’ as top prospects and 
without a single number that doesn’t 
carry a lilt. Hart seems especially 


with ‘I Could Write a | 





MIDDLETOWN MURAL 


Cleveland, Dec. 6. 


Through it 
all, the lighting turns the place into 
a Wagnerian storm scene, while a 
musical score, sound effects and even 
the actors’ voices boom from loud 





Legit Cues 














egg erage: Roe i Plena ) Comedy-drama tn three acts by Richara | Speakers all over the house. = one oo 
f S €X- 4 § colleagues | h; y working , -. |Maibaum. Staged hy Frederic McConnell! | point, ,ear’s mournful wails go . : 
lend support to Hitler’s destruction “iy ae eles ee bg Rh pea and presented at Play House, Cursing, ee roe around the poditenteln. Nedda Harrigan, currently in 
and hate. Also on board the clinner | peatedly with ‘In Our Little Den,’ | Gast. Rath beather. Sar I as the sound is released through | ‘Charley's Aunt,’ at the Cort, N. Y. 
is a Count Vronoff, who is recog- | ‘Flower Garden of My Heart’ and |*on Forsythe, Kirk Willis. "| what seems to be a circle of loud | will have her 16-year-old daughter 
nized by Hope as an exnatriated the aforementioned tunes. However iis acim, | speakers placed around the ceiling , visiting her from Los Angeles for 
ag lagen sessed om of Pales- thev aren’t for purists. Richard Maibaum’s new play is ‘im. the holidays. Girl’s father was the 
peony occu Pet diene os The cast, for the most part, is painted around a good, timely idea, All this has little or no relation to ‘late Walter Connolly. 
Miss Fravne. a celebrated Y : ‘S yg - ot penegees. Everybody _— contrary to what murals should |; the play, which consequently fades | aa 
<n edge WRT = _ PA a eins to »e watching Gene Kelly, e, his ‘Middletown Mural’ is so | into a remote and curiously anemic | — illite ih eae 
Morothy Thompson prototype. ered who plays Joey. _He’s worth watch- crowded with unessential — detail, | affair about a silly old man with a} : Mary asen suffered a@ gle 
on by her intense hatred of. itler. Ing. Part requires him to be a | diffuse and complex material that | crown on his gray-powdered head, during last Wednesday's (11) mati- 
starts the cables humming nd: mike hoofer, singer and actor and Kelly | the idea loses too much of its drive. and a horde of bombastic people nee of ‘Charley's Aunt.’ Mishap oc- 
fects his arrest in Saennde gay - ag away with the assignment. In Author of See My Lawyer’ had this, wearing funny clothes and carrying ' curred when she brushed past a pin 
Milt gentsneee auadh ta a tute | hae with his society matron | piece tried out last summer at Iowa prop weapons. The stage is littered | projecting from a piece of scenery. 
: / < asent. in a Patner’ mistress, particularly when he has | University by his alma _ mater’s| with corpses and the roof echoes | A winemance that 
ni weak and melodramatic climax. to emphasize the fact that he’s | campus players. but rew ith viol meches. but the whole | Actress gave a performance tha : 
RR oung Nathan is shot in his attempt .- se} ; : . 4 ae € tig yen ee ut rewrote parts of | with vio ent een Pee the whole night, with her hair rearranged to ; 
} ia y N 2 Pt a heel, and still gets a certain | it for Play House’s preem. | thing remains impersonal, tame and | M8) | 
Bm iy ny ae one py preerrery of the number of sympathetic laughs, he! In trying to feel the pule give | pointless. j hide the dressing. 
Bu ee nein” alf-crazed Belgian clicks solidly. Established trouper, | the color of life in a typical Ameri-| Under the circumstances, there's | - 
a lead nae Vivienne Segal, plays the socialite can small-town, he does get an/no use in heaving brickbats at the ‘acy, who closed last Wed- 
1; In a lighter vein, Rice introduces and adds to the laurels she won in honest ring and some amusing,| cast. Nobody could create illusion | ae oe oe Pen > 
a millionaire oil man who embodies | ‘I Married an Angel.’ | oon ‘ ee | (11) after three per- 


all the weaknesses of a flag-waving 
America and betrays a kinship to 
fascist ideology by a sole desire to 


Once strictly 
a warbler, Miss Segal has now 
firmly established fact she is a deft 


satirical touches into several scenes, 
,but they usually are buried under 
|an avalanche of tiresome words. 


against such a berserk production. 


However, several of the players at | 


least manage to retain dignity and, 


nesday night 
formances in ‘Every Man for Him- 
self, says he doesn’t want to even 


mOSY DY. comedienne and also an _ actress Americanism is emphasized and | in some cases, even achieve moments | hear about another play for et least 
preserve his individua] wealth and | capable of straight dramatic scenes. | officious clubwomen are given an/ of plausibility. Margaret Curtis and!|six months. He's going back to the 
superiority. In a vigorous opening She has some of Hart's cleverest unmerciful panning by his piece,| Lysbeth Lynn contrive some con-| Coast in a hurry, he asserted. 
act, Rice acknowledges that the (and bluest) lyrics and doesn’t muff centering around a dominating| vincing moments, while Herbert ene 
totalitarian governments of today 'a line. } |small-town dowager and her bitter; Ranson uses his excellent voice 
t were brought on by the faults and Another standout is June Havoc, | 





= OER nomenon cso 


weaknesses of democracy, with its | 


wrapped in mysticism, acknowledg- 
7 


who stopped the show twice on the 


| Durant also goves over, being very 


| feud with a voung painter. As the 


times can be as guilty of persecu- 


|local president of the Daughters of | 


| 


| persuasively and Gregory Morton is 


direct and believable. The others are 


Broadway (unless it is a horrible ex- 
ample). but it would seem to indicate 


George Abbott is interested in ‘The 


A , “ her 
Great American Family,’ by Robert 


a attendant unemployment, disillusion- | opening. Her dancing and singing | American Revolution she lets noth- | negligible or downright bad. All are |Frayne Chapin and Charles King. 
a ment of youth and economic ills. (‘Flower Garden, ‘That Terrific | ing stand in her way. The D.A.R.| working gratis. | The Shuberts recently held it. Sam- 

He But as one dissertation brings on an- | Rainbow’ and ‘Do It The Hard Way’) won't like it, but she personifies the Show not only offers nothing for}! uel French is the agent. 

As other, the final curtain finds him spell plenty of what it takes. Jack | theory that misguided patriots some- 


—-—- 


lem. «ag y opr dimer eyarppen I weruesen a ; , ; | , tt. af the Thee 
ing that the irrational impvl-e em- cleverly spotted. He’s Lowell, the tion and brutality as the fascists,! that Piscator and others responsible| Mrs. Joe He dt, wife of th = ne 
bodied efemocracies. is real and! blackmailing gangster-agent, and nazis and other alien tyrannies. could profitably take a few less tre Guild p.a. in Medical Center, 
: e the meth , role straight for some time, then When the artist arrives on a WPA | from Broadway Hohe Jersey Citv. with pleurisy. 
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- Legit B.O. Plenty Okay In Chicago: 
Father’ $13,500, ‘Today’ $10,000 








Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Theatre season is strictly on the 
healthy side, with most of the shows 
even evidencing an ability to buck 
the pre-Xmas slump. Advance sales 
on the shows coming in this week 
and next have been excellent. ‘Pins 
and Needles’ reopens the Studebaker 
tonight (17) and the sale on this 
one at $1 top has been fine, particu- 
larly for New Year’s Eve. Ditto 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ which gets 
underway in the Erlanger next Sun- 
day (22). , ‘ ‘ 

‘Pygmalion,’ which shifted from 
the Selwyn to the Erlanger when 
‘Here Today’ took over the Selwyn, 
is being pushed out of the Erlanger 
on Dec. 22 by ‘DuBarry’ and will 
move to the Harris, which was va- 
cated Saturday (14) by ‘Night of 
Love’ after two brutal weeks. De- 
spite dismal trade, ‘Love’ will not 
fold, but will open on Christmas in 
Montreal. 

Estimates for Last week 

‘Here Today,’ Selwyn (lst week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Took in some coin 
beyond the subscription list on the 
initial session at $10,000. Strictly on 
the Ruth Gordon name as the box- 
office bait, plus excellent press han- 
dling. 

‘Life With Father’ Blackstone (41st 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Riding along at 
its consistent profit that will take it 
through for many more weeks to 
come. Eased to $13,500; plenty okay. 

‘Meet the People,’ Grand (llth 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Will call it 
quits here Saturday (21) and go to 
New York. Several cast changes in- 
dicate either efforts to strengthen 
weak spots, or backstage indecision. 
Dipped to $10,500. 

‘Night of Love,’ Harris (2nd and 
final week) (1,000; $2.75). Never got 
started and wound up its run with 
brutal $5,000 for final session. 

‘Pygmalién,’ Erlanger (3rd _ loop 
week) (1,300: $2.75). Moved here 
from the Selwyn and held to good 
business on fine school party trade 
arranged by Thoda Cocroft. Snagged 
$9,500. Will move from Erlanger to 
Harris next week. 


‘Mornings’ $5,000, Finds 
Tough Going in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 

‘Mornings at Seven,’ the only Na- 
tional Playgoers Guild, Inc., piece 
that will appear here during the cur- 
rent season, finished a one-week 
stand at the American Saturday (14) 
with the poorest b.o. take of the sea- 
son. Piece grossed an estimated 
$5,000 for eight performances, with 
the house scaled to $2.20. Stiff op- 
posish from Sonja Henie at the Arena 
and two days of rain and snow off- | 
set the bundles of posies tossed by all | 
the crix. 

Katharine Hepburn in ‘The Phila- 
delphia Story’ opened last night 
(Monday), with the house scaled to 
$3.30. 








eniatthacateans | 


Engagements 








Marie Nash, ‘All in Fun.’ 

Millard Mitchell, ‘Mr. 
North.’ 

Harriet Clark, Betty Keane, ‘Crazy 
With the Heat.’ 
John Beal, William Lynn, ‘Liberty | 

| 


| 
and Mrs. | 


Jones.’ 

Thomas Coley. Claire Niesen, Oscar 
Karlweis, Roland Hogue, Edwin Gor- 
don, Philip Faversham, Wilton Graff, 
Lili Valenti, Douglas Gilmore, ‘Cue 
for Passion.’ 

William Post, Jr.. Jo Ann Sayers, 
George Cotton, Mildred Sherman, 
‘My Sister Eileen.’ 

Florence Reed, Darthy Hinkley, | 
Iris Whitney, James Marriot, Lyle | 
Bettger. ‘The Flying Gerardos.’ 

Martha Sleeper, Mary Morris, “ 
Cream in the Well.’ 

Bramwell Fletcher, McKay Mor- | 
Tis, Cecil Humphreys, Celeste Holm, 
‘Eight O'Clock Tuesday.’ 

Helen Raymond, Joe Oakie, Warda | 
Howard, Robert Williamson, Ralph 
Mageissen, Edwin Coolidge, Leslie | 
Austin, Harry Bellaver, Robert Sid- 
ney, John Wray, Viola Essinova, ‘She 
Had to Say Yes.’ 

Doris Dudley, Katherine Raht, 
Edith King, Robert Emhardt, Dor- 
othy Peterson, Susan Steell, Hazel | 
Hanna, Helen Carewe, Larry Soth- 
ern, Marshall Bradford, Charles Mc- 
Clelland, Burton Holmes, Ciarence | 
Washington, Ivan Lewis, Wesley 
Addy, ‘Battle of Angels.’ | 

Isabel Jewell, Eleanor Lynn, Grant | 
Mills, Sanford Mesiner, Bernard Zan- | 
ville, Barbara Reade, Hans Robert, | 
Kirk Brown. Henry Antrim, Allen 
Tower, William Nunn, Mabel Paige, 
Richard Bengal, Jack Wilson, ‘The 
Hard Way.’ 4 





vy 


| 800; $3). 


| so bad. 


|season in 


Xmas Hits ‘Animal’, 936, 
In Cleve.; Nugent Quitting 


Cleveland, Dec. 17. 

Although Elliott Nugent is an 
Ohio boy from downstate Dover, 
and feted here by his home-towners 
and his Ohio State U. class of ‘20, 
his ‘Male Animal’ found it extremely 
tough going at the Hanna last week. 
At $2.50 top the comedy was held 
down by pre-holiday lull to esti- 
mated $9,500 for six days. 

Town’s only legit house is shut- 
tering for current stanza, reopening 
Dec. 23 with Gladys George’s ‘Lady 
in Waiting.’ 

Nugent is quitting cast of ‘Male 
Animal’ in mid-March, when another 
actor will step into his role, he re- 
vealed during his visit here. He is 
due back in Hollywood before April 
1 to start work directing film ver- 
sion of ‘Nothing But the Truth.’ 


‘JOEY, $10,000, 
PHILLY CLICK 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
The local crix went to town in a 
big way last week on the George 
Abbott-Rodgers and Hart-John 
O’Hara musical play, ‘Pal Jeey,’ 
which bowed in Wednesday night at 
the Forrest. It’s been a long time 


since local reviewers have waxed so 
enthusiastic. 


Absence of marquee names and 
usual reluctance of Philly legit pa- 
trons to visit a tryout until the lat- 


ter half of its run held down biz of 
initial five days. Word-of-mouth, 
however, is terrific and seat sale for 
this week indicates plenty of real 
activity at the turnstiles. At that 
management was satisfied with first 
five days’ $10,000. 

Last week’s other opening was also 
a closing on Saturday night (14). 
This was John Shubert’s production 
of ‘Off the Record.’ It was decided 
to wind up show’s engagement at the 
Locust after a single week and then 
to take it off for rewriting and re- 
casting. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Pal Joey,’ Forrest (lst week) (1.- 
Opened Wednesday night 
and won rave notices all around. 
Lack of marquee names held down 
biz at first, but terrific word-of- 
mouth is building it up rapidly now; 
$10.000 in five performances wasn’t 























‘Off the Record,’ Locust (one week 
only) (1,500; $2). Most of the crix 
said ‘no’ emphatically. Hollywood 
names drew some of the curious, but 
on Friday (13) management decided 
to call it a day after single week 
here and take show off for repairs; 
$5,000 on week. 





‘Foxes’ Big $9,800 Between 
Portland and Tacoma 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 17. 
Tallulah Bankhead opened the legit | 
this far northwest town, 
bringing ‘The Little Foxes’ to the 
Mayfair for three nights and one} 
matinee starting Thursday (12). 

At $2.75 top in 1,500-seater, biz was 
big at estimated $7,000. | 


$2,800 in Tacoma 
Tacoma, Dec. 17. 
Tallulah Bankhead in ‘The Little 
Foxes’ made a one-night stand here, 
playing to practically capacity at the 
Temple (Hamrick-Edris). 
House seats 1,600 and was scaled to 
$2.88, with gross estimated at big 
$2,800. 








Gladys George to Coast 


‘Lady in Waiting’ will end its 
road tour Jan. 4, with Gladys 
George, who is starred, leaving for 
the Coast after that date. Miss 
George had the privilege of giv- 





ing withdrawal notice to Brock 
Pemberton, show's producer, after 
10 weeks and she has advised the 


manager of returning to pictures. 
‘Lady’ has been drawing spotty 

business, but tour is in the 

and further bookings were pianned. 


Te ~L- 
DidadCK 


LUNTS, $25,000, 


'four performances for the first half, | 


Flora Robson in 


rn Wide nd oon toune a BD WAY Slips Further in Pre-Xmas 
Slump; Jolson, $19,000, Wynn 186, 
Corn’ Big 19146, Delicate’ Light 7,6 


arate Tours 
Fort Wayne, Dec. 17. 

Eugenia Wilson, who plays Pearl 
in the John Barten touring company 
of ‘Tobacco Road,’ left Saturday 
night (14) for the Coast :mmediately 
after the show closed here for a pre- 
Christmas furlough. Actress will meet 
Frederic de Wilde, understudy and 
assistant stage manager of ‘The Little 
Foxes’ company in San Francisco 
and go with him to Reno to be mar- 
ried Thursday (19). Carl Benton 
Reid, of the ‘Foxes’ troupe, will ac- 
company the couple and be best man 
at the wedding. 

Miss Wilson is due back with 
‘Road’ when it reopens at the Eng- 
lish, Indianapolis, with a Christmas 
day matinee. De Wilde will continue 
with ‘Foxes.’ 














SRO IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 17. 
“More seats could have been used 
in the Cass theatre here for the six- 
day, eight performances, of the 
Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 
The third in the Guild subscription 


series to reach here, it took down an 
estimated $25,000 at a $3.30 top, a 
complete sellout. 

House resumed Monday (16) with 
Flora Robson in ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment.’ 


‘Life’ N.G. 66, ‘DuBarry’ 
Fine $12,000 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 17. 

English theatre playing its first 
full week of the season, had the 
scales out of balance last week with 
a poor take on ‘Time Of Your Life’ 
first three days, and heavy sugar on 
‘Dubarry Was a Lady’ for the lat- 
ter half. Town goes heavy for mu- 
sicals and since there is only so 
much legit coin here, apparently, the 
Saroyan epic lagged despite the 
flaunting of Critic’s Circle and Pul- 
itzer awards plugged heavily in the 
press. 

‘Time Of Your Life,’ at $2.75 top, 
got estimated $5,800, while ‘DuBarry,’ 
at $3.30, drew approximately forte 
$12,000. 

















MuBarry’ Light in Col. 
Columbus, Dec. 17. 
After clicking along with excellent 


| biz all season, the Hartman last week 


was hit by the pre-holiday slump. 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ at $3.30 top, 
pulled an estimated fair $9,000 in 


| 


while ‘Ladies in Retirement’ ($2.75) | 


|'was good for only approximately | 


$5.000 last three days. 

Current is ‘Hellzapoppin’ (16-17- 
18), house going dark until “Tobacco 
Road,” in for week of Dec. 30. 





‘Ladies’ in Buff. 
Buffalo, Dec. 17. 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ in for three 
days at the Erlanger last week, met 
the pre-holiday slump. 
Managed to get estimated fair $5,- 
500 at $2.75 top. 








‘Time of Life’ Gets | 
Fine $8,000 in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 
Theatre Guild subscription support 
overcame hot-and-cold notices by 
‘ocal cricks to hang up a surprisingly 


| large estimated $8,000 for “Time of 


Your Life’ on four performances at 
$2.75 top the latter part of last week 
in the 1.400-seat Cox. 

Sans legit this week, the Cox gets 
‘Ladies In Retire- 
ment for a four-day engagement, 
starting Christmas night, at $2.75 top. 


Pins’ N.G. 66 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 

Nixon, which was dark for three 
weeks running, could have stayed 
that way for another stanza, for all 
the action it got out of ‘New Pins 
and Needles.’ Labor Stage revue got 
excellent notices, the price was 
right, $1.65 top, and it came in at a 
time when local mob was supposed 
to be legit-hungry, but nothing 
added up. Show slipped in and out 
of town without creating much of 
a stir either way, getting only esti- 
mated $6,000 for houce’s poorest take 
of the current season. 

House is currently dark again, but 
things will begin to look up Monday 
(23) when ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ comes in for fortnight tay 


S 


| wk) 


i Club 





Wash. Holiday Dip Clips 
‘Out West’ to $8,500 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
Pre-Christmas slump hit town’s 





only legit b.o. full in the face last | 


week. Max Gordon’s production of 
new comedy by the Spewacks, ‘Out 
West It’s Different,’ won strong no- 
tices from all critics, most of whom 
even hailed it as potential equal of 
‘Boy Meets Girl.’ Despite reviews, 
plus presence of Claire Trevor as 
Hollywood name and Sam Levene 
for the Broadway touch, gross 
couldn’t climb over estimated $8,500 
at $2.75 top. 

Current is another new one, Play- 
wrights’ production of Elmer Rice’s 
‘Flight to the West,’ first new seri- 
ous drama of local season. National 
is dark next week (23) and relights 
week of 30th with Joe Penner and 
Cass Daly in ‘Yokel Boy.’ 





‘ACQUAINTANCE: 


NG. 76 IN HUB 


Boston, Dec. 17. 





Estimates for Last Week 
Key: € (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 


‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (llth week) (R-1,160; $4.40). 
Pinch of approaching Christmas 
more definitely reflected in drop- 
ping attendance; slipped to around 
$18,000 for first time. 


‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck 
| (8th week) (M-1,214; $3.30). Not 
; as much off as some others, but few 
shows, if any, escaped the decrease; 
j}around $15,000, which betters even 
break for colored musical. 

‘Cue For Passion,’ Royale (CD- 
1,017; $3.30). Presented by Richard 
| Aldrich & Richard Myers; written 
|by Edward Chodorov and H. S. 
Kraft; opens Thursday (19). 

‘Delicate Story,’ Miller (2d week) 
(CD-940; $3.30). Moderate money 
for newcomer, which arrived as pre- 





‘holiday period started; around $7,- 


500. is under expectations. 
‘Every Man for Himself,’ Guild. 





Yanked last Wednesday (11): played 
| but three performances. 
| ‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
|; Lyceum (8th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 
Making some money and should stay 
through winter; dropped around 
$1,000; gross quoted close to $11,500. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(117th week) (R-1,671: $3.30). Week- 


,;end strength including Sundays 
keeps gross at highly profitable 
level; dropped off like other run 


shows, but claimed over $20,000. 
‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 


Three tryout shows, ‘All in Fun,’| (14th week) (M-1,405; $4.40). This 


‘Old Acquaintance’ and a 
Gentlemen,’ were all in the lower 


| musical (Al Jolson) and ‘Boys and 
Girls Together’ (Ed Wynn) have 


brackets last week, while ‘Life with been running neck and neck; around 


Father’ topped ’em all in its 11th 
week. 
Both musicals, ‘Fun’ and ‘Gentle- 


| men,’ bowed out Saturday (14), with 
| layoffs scheduled before opening in | 


York. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Life With Father,’ Repertory (11th 
week) (965; $2.75).— Unceasing dé- 


New 


|mand for upstairs seats, with slight 


| sloping off in floor trade. Over $13,- 
1000 for 11th frame. 
‘All in Fun,’ Shubert (3d wk) 


(1,590; $3.30).—Skidded in its third 
tryout week here, but show im- 
proved by revision. Wynn Murray 
came in last week for a singing role. 
Tallied tepid $8,500. 

‘Hi Ya Gentlemen,’ Colonial (2d 
(1,643; $3.30).—Pallid grosser 
both weeks here and will not open in 
New York until it gets a revamping. 
Final stanza $9,000. 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Plymouth (lst 
wk) 
viewers (particularly 
gave this one a good greeting, but 
the public laid off, only $7,000. One 
more week here‘ and dated for the 
Morosco, N.Y., Dec. 23. 





Current Road Shows 





(Week of Dec. 16) 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 
Coronado, Rockford, IJ] (16); Wis- 
consin Union, Madison, Wis. (17-18). 

‘Flight to the West’ (Betty Field) 
National, Washington, 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Hartman, Colum- 
bus (16-18). 
‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon)— 


Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son )-—Cass, Detroit. 
‘Life With Father’ 
Blackstone, Chicago 
‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
Repertory, Boston 
‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent) 


(Lillian Gish) 


Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. (16-18) 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (Jane Cowl, 
Peggy Wood )—Plymouth, Boston. 
‘Pal Joey’—Forrest, Philadelphia. 
‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn )—American, St. Louis. 
‘Pins and Needles’ Studebaker, 
Chicago, 


‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 
Erlenger, Chicago. 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Pabst, Mil- 
waukee (16-18). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow]- 
ing)—Memorial Auditorium, Louis- 
ville (16); Victory, Dayton (17). 

‘Dinner’ 7G in Louisville 

Louisville, Dec. 17. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ with 
Clifton Webb, played two-day en- 
gagement (13-14), with Saturday 
matinee, at Memorial Auditorium, 
grossing estimated satisfactory $7,000 
on the three performances. 


U. of Pennsylvania’s Mask and 
s booked for Christmas 
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ay 
Wig 


week 


| ower for this one last week; both 


| ‘Horse Fever,’ 


} 


| 
\ 





(1,480; $2.75).—Majority of re- | 
the women) | 


| ance, 


| Theatre; 


| (C-1,107: $1.10). 


should bounce back after Christmas. 
Mansfield. Closed 
last Saturday after playing two 
weeks and one night; under $4,000, 
but may relight elsewhere for 
holiday visitors; ‘Meet The People’ 
opens here Christmas night. 

‘It Happens On Ice,’ Center (10th 
week) (R-3,087; $2.7F). Excellent 
advance sale for holidays for rink 
revue; not so goou at mid-week, but 
atendance big Saturday and Sun- 
day: around $29,000. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (13th 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Management 
still hopeful of betterment; around 


|even break on operation claimed, 


but considerably in red; $6,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (57th 
week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Even in 
pre-holiday slump, business approxi- 
mated capacity last week when the 
gross topped $18,000. 

‘Louisana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(29th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Musi- 
cals dropped between $3,000 and $4,- 
000; not quite that much for this 
one, which approached $20,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box i6lst week) (C-1,013; $3.30). 
Still commands profitable attend- 
but was off last week as with 
most others; got $11,500; Sundays 
okay. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (7th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). One of very 
few shows which have not been 
affected; early period of run a fac- 
tor in holding gross to better than 
$32,000. 

‘Retreat to Pleasure,’ Belasco (C- 
1,000; $3.30). Presented by Group 
written by Irwin Shaw; 
opened last night (Tuesday) after 
previews which were reported fav- 


orably received. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (38th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.36). Slated to 
move to Hudson to make way for 
‘Flight to The West’ due Dec. 30; 
comedy expected to stick through 
January; off, but okay around $6,500. 

‘The Corn is Green,’ Nationa! (3d 
week ) (D-1,162; $3.30). Moved 
higher and leads straight plays in 
getting $19,500; one or two parties 
otherwise bigger figure; claimed 
standees all performances. 

‘The Old _ Foolishness,” Windsor 
(CD-873; $3.30). Presented by John 
Golden; written by Paul Vincent 
Carroll; opens Friday (20) after ser- 


ies of previews. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (365 week) 

ayed Sunday mat- 
inee to fair results, with night at- 
tendance then better: Wednesday 
afternoon dropped; $4,000. 
Revivals 

‘Twelfth Night,’ St. James (3d 
week) (D-1,526; $3.30). Sellout 
theatre parties helped maintain ex- 
| cellent pace; instead of easing off, 
| gross went up; over $22.000. 
| ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (9th week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Slated to stay into 
February; revival which did well in 


summer spots still profitable, with 
takings around $9.000. 
Added 


‘Mum’s the Word,’ Belmont. Closed 
Saturday after lean week and a half; 
will possibly resume. 

‘Ballet Russe,’ 5lst St 
Hollywood). Off like 


Warner’s 
most of 


Broadway, but getting important 
money and announced into January; 
inder $30,000, but average well over 


that level, 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 





Harold J. Rome, composer and lyricist for ‘New Pins and Needles,’ spent 
a couple of days last week in Pittsburgh, wher show was at Nixon theatre, | 
writing a new number for revue prior to start of Chicago run. Added | 
material was made necessary when CIO sketch had to be dropped because | 
of John L. Lewis resignation. To fill in, Rome lifted a number, ‘Lone 
Prairie,’ from a previous Broadway show of his, ‘Sing Out the News,’ which 
was assigned to Berni Gould. Robert Gordon, director of show, accom- | 
panied Rome to stage the fresh material 


Rome was scheduled to leave New York Friday (13) with his wife for 
a three-week vacation in Florida, and upon his return will resume work 
with Erskine Caldwell! on their book musical, ‘Man From Mexicana’. This 
one has been delayed, composer said, by Caldwell’s absence in Chicago, 
where he’s been for several weeks on a Life mag assignment with Mar- 
garet Bourke-White, Caldwell's wife. 


Authors of ‘Glamour Preferred,’ first called ‘Morality Clause,’ forgot to 
tell Brock Pemberton that it was o1iginally a playlet which was published. 
Had there been picture rights involved a play broker could have made 
claim to a share. but the show 'asted little more than one week on Broad- 
way and whatever rights there are reverted to Florence Ryerson and Colin 
Clements, Hollywood writers. 





Number of hits were originally short stories or 
seing ‘Rain,’ based on ‘Miss Thompson,’ a Somersef Maugham yarn. Others 
include ‘Our Town’ and ‘The Torchbearers.’ Ferenc Molnar’s ‘Delicate 
Story, which recently opened at the Miller, N. Y., was based on that au- 
thov’s briefie, ‘The Pastry Baker's Wife.’ 


playlets, outstanding 


David J., father of Joey Keith, who is an executive in Leblang-Gray’s 
ticket agency, died in Medical Center, Jersey City, Monday (16) at the age 
of 71. His wife, who was the sister of the late Joe Leblang, passed away 
several years ago. Barry Keith, also in the ticket business; Mrs. Ann 
Deutsch, whose husband is similarly active, and Mrs. Isabel Simon, an- 
other daughter, survive. 


Elder Keith was a familiar figure around the Leblang agency, but was 
not employed there. He was formerly a well known tobacconist. Burial 
services will be held at the Central Funeral Chapel, N. Y., this afternoon 
(Wed.) at 2 p. m. 


Day Tuttle and Richard Skinner, producers of the ‘Charley's Aunt’ re- 
vival at the Cort, N. Y., have received a letter of congratulations from 


Amy Brandon Thomas, daughter of the play’s late author, Brandon Thomas. | 


It was mailed Nov. 1 from her ‘temporary’ office in North Guilford, Surrey, 
where she has apparently moved to escape the air raids on London. 

Miss Thomas, explaining that for the first time in many years there 
would be no holiday revival of the comedy in London this season, ex- 
pressed the hope that the Broadway production would run go long that 
she would be able to come over to see it when ‘we have finished this 
business.’ 


In the.cast of ‘Life With Father,’ 


ers who are 


Empire, N. 
alumni of the Lakewood Plavers, 
origin those originally engaged by Oscar Serlin for the comedy are 
Howard Lindsay, Dorothy Stickney, Jack Devereaux, Dorothy Bernard 
and now Virginia (Ginny) Dunning, who recently joined the show. 
‘Father.’ easily the most successful play to come out of strawhats, tried 


Y., there are now six play- 
Skowhegan, Me. From that 


out at Skowhegan and Miss Dunning appeared as the first maid at that | 


time. 


Irving Berlin and B. G. deSylva have split $75,000 net profit on ‘Loui- 
siana Purchase’ to date, and there’s $20,000 in the till, as yet undivided. 
This is after a $90,000 production nut was paid off, which included a con- 
tract settlement with Hildegarde (Irene Bordoni replaced her) and some 
extra compensation to Sam Goldwyn for Zorina. 

Both Columbia and Metro have expressed interest anew in the stage 
musical’s screen rights. 





Pittsburgh is going to have its fill of ‘Pygmalion’ before the present sea- 
gon ends. Edgewood Players, one of town’s leading amateur groups, did 
the Shaw play recently. The Playhouse, Smoky City’s community the- 
atre, has it listed on the 1940-41 schedule. Two other little theatre groups 
have announced it for January and February, respectively. And Ruth 
Chatterton’s version is slated for the Nixon in the spring. 








a production. He was unable to do 
sO, however, and, as Kirkland says 
‘I sold it to myself.’ But because 
Hayward has ‘worked so hard’ to get 
a production, Kirkland voluntarily 
offered to pay him the regular com- 
mission on the author’s royalties. 
Naturally neither one dreamed at the 
time that the show would be any 
such success as it has been. 


When, after the original production 

meme Had been playing on Broadway for 
“ee seein some months and the first road com- 
pany was formed on the Coast, Hay- 
ward wanted commissions from the 
author’s royalties from that source, 
too. Kirkland refused to pay them, 
however, and Hayward is reported 
to have threatened to sue for the 
coin. But Kirkland ultimately settled 
iii for a small lump sum, and he has 
since paid no commissions on the 
royalties of any of the several road 
if companies. 


' 
i 
| 
| 


| ‘Road’ Commish 
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or nothing to do with either the legit 
or picture arrangements 
Situation resulted from a 
on the part of Kirkland. When he 
first wrote the play, Hayward was 
the agent for it and tried to arrange | 


gesture 
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bought in on ‘Himself’ (originally 
‘Once Upon a Night’). Yet there 
had been an offer of $30,000 for the 
picture rights. Because of that, Lee 
Tracy, who was starred in the play, 
and Bobby Crawford were ready to 
take it over following the abrupt 
folding. Deal was dropped when 
word was received from Hollywood 
that Columbia had bought the rights 
for $4,500. As the show did not play 


EDDIE 
GARR 


Distinetive Fntertainer 


ON TOUP 


Americn’s 


three veeks on Broadway, the rights 

went to Milton Lazarus, author of 

“HELLZ-APPOPIN, JR.” ‘Himself’. It appears that following 
© the bad debut, Lazarus telegraphed 

Mgt.: WM. KENT his agent out there to dispose of the 

776 B’way. New York film rights pronto, his idea being to 











save something from the wreck. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Liberty Jones’—Theatre Guild. 

‘The Cream in the Well'— 
Carly Wharton, Martin Gable, 

‘First Stop to Heaven’—Mar- 
garet Hewes. 

‘Lady in the Dark’—Sam H. 
Harris. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’—How- 
ard Lindsay, Russel Crouse. 

‘The Lady Who Came to Stay’ 
—Guthrie McClintic. 

‘The Talley Method’ — Play- 
wrights. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. 
de Liagre, Jr. 

‘The Flying Gerardos’—W. A. 





North'—Alfred 


Brady, Edward Choate. 

‘Battle of Angels’ — Theatre 
Guild. 

‘My Sister Eileen’'—Max Gor- 
don. 


‘She Had to Say Yes’—Dennis 
King. 


‘The Hard Way’—Boretz & 
Helperin. 
‘Eight o’Clock TTuesday’— 


Greene & Struthers. 
‘Crazy With the Heat’—Kurt 
Kraszner. 
‘Yokel Boy’—Brown, 
son, Cranford. 


Film Labor 
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oe 
mouthed as to whether any action 
is contemplated. 

With unemployment in the film 
industry at a low mark, hundreds of 
workers are leaving the industry to 
accept jobs on Government defense 
program projects. The list includes 
practically every craft, with utility 
workers, carpenters and machinists 
heading the parade. Many elec- 
tricians also have been drawn in 
by the promise of steady employ- 
ment and total earnings larger than 
they have been drawing here, Dur- 
ing the past week more than 
checked in at San Luis Obispo 
where the Government is erecting 
huge cantonments for trainees. © 

They're At It Again 


Although the Producer-Screen 
Writers Guild basic agreement is 
only two months old, the two groups 
are already battling again. The tiff 
started over the action of picture 
companies in attaching a rider to 


| writer contracts known as Clause X. 


This provides that after the present 
agreement expires April 10, final say 
on allocation of screen credits will 
rest with the producer provided the 


writers involved are unable to set- 
tle the dispute among themselves. 
The Guild has demanded the 
clause be eliminated, claimine thev 
now have final say-so on screen 
credit disputes and naturally would 
when the contract is renewed. The 


producers offered a compromise, that 
the SWG could arbitrate disputes 
for one year after expiration of the 
contract, but this was promptly 
nixed. The SWG has notified its 
members to sign contract carrying 
the rider only when compelled to do 
so, and then to attach a ritten 
protest to the pact. 

Negotiations between the pro- 
ducers and the Screen Actors Guild 
get under way tomorrow (Wed). The 
Guild is seeking reclassification of 
extra brackets and improved wages 
and conditions for day and free- 
lance actors. Reclassification of the 
extra brackets would provide more 
$11 and $8.25 calls, and confine $5.50 
calls to mob and street scenes ex- 
clusively. The Guild also will try 
to eliminate practice of a _ studio 
calling an extra and then giving him 


lines to say, insisting this work go 


to a day player. 
Extra earnings in November 
“owed an unviny of xximately 
$30,000 over October, but total earn- 
ings for the 11 months of this year 


are nearly $700,000 behind the same 
veri: 1 in 1939. There were 17,347 
job placements in November as com- 
pared with 14859 in October and 
16,883 in November, 1939. This rep- 
resented an increase in earnings of 
approxjmately $10,000 over the same 
month last year. 

A total of 210,961 jobs were 
handed out during the first 11 months 
of this year, as against 274,224 jobs 
during the same period in 1939. Fig- 
ured on a daily average wage of 
$11, this represents a decrease of 
around $700,000. 

Harry ‘Doc’ Evans, an extra, has 
been suspended by the SAG for 30 
days on a charge of kicking back 
part of his earnings to an _ inde- 
pendent casting director in return 


ifor jobs. 








Literati 





Philly Ledger Sold 


Negotiations were reported com- 
pleted over the weekend for the sale 
of the Philly Evening Ledger by the 
heirs of the Cyrus H. K. Curtis es- 
tate to a syndicate headed by Cum- 
mins Catherwood, 
Robert Cresswell, treasurer of the | 
New York Herald Tribune. Reports 
current that included in the deal are 
Joseph N. Pew, Jr., ofl man and 
Republican boss of Pennsylvania, and 
Jay Cooke, Republican city commit- 
teeman. 

The new setup is skedded to take 
control after the New Year. Charles 
M. Morrison is expected to be re- 
called as editor, with the present 
boss, George F. Kearney, who re- 
placed Morrison, switched to another 
/executive post. Morrison has been 
!publicity director for the Republicans 
in Philly since he was ousted by 
Cary Bok, publisher of the Ledger. 


Soldier of Fortune Home 

Captain Paul Ayres’ Rockwell, 
|southern newspaperman and author, 
jhas returned to his home in Ashe- 
lville, N. C., after several months 
| serv ice with the French army. Rock- 
| well, former Atlanta (Ga.) Consti- 
| tution reporter and Chicago News 
| correspondent in Paris, is author of 
'‘American Fighters in the Foreign 
Legion’ and other works. He served 
with the French Foreign Legion in 
three wars, the World War, 1925 Riff 
campaien and World War No. 2. He 
holds 
decorations. 

Blames French defeat on ex-Pre- 
mier Leon Blum and Pierre Cot, 
aviation minister, plus drain on 
French military equipment via aid 
agaimst Franco in Spain, plus bad 
military strategy which allowed 
French army to be cut off by en- 
circling Nazis when it was rushed to 
Holland and Belgium. 
from Paris June 10 and since has 
traveled in unoccupied France. He 
lost his home in Paris and now has 





100 | 


his family in the states. 
Hoffman Libel Award Upheld 
| The New Jersey Court of Errors 


'and Appeals has upheld a $30,000 li- 
bel award won by former Gov. Har- 
old G. Hoffman against the Trenton 
Times Newspapers and James Ker- 
ney, Jr., editor. The court ruled 
there was no error in the lower court 
trial. Kerney and the newspapers 
alleged Circuit Court Judge Robert 
V. Kinkead allowed more than a 
score of errors prejudicial to their 
cause in the trial. conducted in 
Middlesex County. 
The State’s highest 
opinion (12) by 


court in an 
Chancellor Luther 
A. Campbell disallowed their con- 
tention Hoffman, N. J. governor 
1935 to 1938, alleged libels in 
editorials and a headline in the 
Trenton papers concerning his allow- 
ance of $1.700 in salary increments 
to executive office emvloyees shortly 
before his term ended. 


$1,000 Award Against Time 
N. Y. federal court be- 
John W. Claneyv brought 
of $1,000 for George F. 
Havell. in connection with his 
000 libel suit against Time, Inc. 
Alleged libel was printed March 28, 
1939, in “Time.’ 
Plaintiff claims he 
acquired control of the ‘Literary 
Digest’ Oct. 15, 1937, and in 
1938. sent letters to 10,000 subscribers 


asking for volun! 


from 


A jury in 
ore Judge 


in a verdict 


’ 


and associates 


contributions 
of $1 to be de aad from subscrip- 
tions to aid the Digest in a crisis. 
Alleged libe! claimed that the Digest 
was rebuked by the Bureau of Cir- 


culations for appealing to the pub- 
lic, and that the money was re- 
turned. neither of which was true, 
plaintiff claimed. 


Writer Wins Plagiarism Suit 

A judgment against Charm Pub- 
lications, Inc.. for $250 was entered 
Friday (13) in N. Y. federal court 
by Judge John C. Knox in favor of 
Nell Vinick. Plaintiff charged an 
article in the September, 1937, issue 
of Real Charm Magazine. which the 
defendant publishes, infringed on a 
story she had written. 

Judge Knox found that the story, 
| ‘Cosmetics,’ was a plagiarism, but 
;not a wilful one, and that plaintiff 
had suffered no actual damages so 
he awarded her statutory damages. 


Pix-Literati Feed in N. Y. 


Editors Luncheon Club of New 
York meets today (Wednesday) to 
discuss cooperation between film 


companies, publishers and agents. 
William J. Fadiman, of Metro, 
; will speak for picture outHis, Harry 


Croix de Guerre and other | 


Rockwell fled | 


$50,- | 


Marc}, | 


Maule for the pubs and Alan Col- 
|lins, of Curtis Brown agency, for 
the percenters. 


Giveaway Fan Mag 
New fan mag, The Hollywood Star, 


Main Liner, and | has been started on a giveaway tieup 


with department stores. First issue 
came out Dec. 7, with others to fol- 
|low at two-week intervals or every 
week of response is sufficient. It 
will be nationally circulated. 
Gimmick is that stores buy the 
mags from the publisher and give 
them away to their customers. On 
the back cever is the store’s ad. 
Column in the pub, ‘Hollywood Au 
Gratin,’ is being written by Wolly 
Lobel of the Hal Roach office in N. Y. 


Swing’s London Column 

Raymond Gram Swing has been 
signatured to one story per week for 
the London Express, expressing the 
American point of view on Great 
Britain and the British Empire. 
Stories will be syndicated to all of 
the United Kingdom and elsewhere 
but not in the U. S. 

Pact, which runs for one year, be- 
comes effective Jan. 17. 





LITERATI OBITS 
Alvin Irwin Findley, 81, retired 
;Since 1930,.died at St. Petersburg, 
|Fla., Dec. 12. He began his career 
las city editor of the Akron (0.) 


Daily Beacon, later serving on the 
|Chicago Interior and Philadelphia 
Press. He returned to the Daily 
| Beacon as associate editor, later join- 
‘ing the Iron Age as associate editor, 
He served as editor-in-chief of that 
publication for 21 years. 

D. Murray Travis, 71, news editor 
of the Brockton (Mass.) Enterprise- 
Times since 1923, died at his home In 
| that city Dec. 14 


CHATTER 

Frederick Hollander 
novel, ‘Those Torn From 
Liveright publication. 

N. Y. Press Photographers have 
|set Friday night, Feb. 14, for their 
112th annual ball. It will be held at 
the Hotel Astor 

Arthur ‘Bugs’ Baer emceed a show 
and ball in Albany Saturday night 
(14) to raise funds for purchase of 
uniforms for local Home Guard units. 
| Appearance of humorist was ar- 
ranged through Fred Archibald, 
publisher of Hearst's Times Union 
(which carries Baer’s column) and 
a member of committee on arrange- 
ments. Adrienne Ames of radio and 
pictures was another out-of-town 
name at the affair. She did a broad- 
cast over WOKO. 


finished his 
Earth,” for 





| Ben Bernie 
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Bar,’ with the provision that he be 
included in the cast, to the Holly- 
wood producers when tify were ‘off 
of him.” First he asked $100,000 in- 
clusive for both the script and his 
own services. When this was turned 
down by Metro he kept dropping the 


; : > ’ em oe 
asking price until finally Warners 
okayed a deal calling for no advance 
and 10° of the profits. Result was, 


Jolson said .he received $350,000 as 
his share of $3,500,000 profits. 
| Just to Rebuttal? 
} Gordon, especially flew up 
| from the Gridiron Dinner in Wash- 
ington, said that the main reason he 
|} put in an appearance was to refute 
Bernie's claim that Gordon had given 
the act of Bernie and Phil Baker the 
finger when he was agenting them 


He branded a canard the story Ber- 


who 


nie has been spreading all these 
{years that Gordon used to ‘toss 1 
Bernie and Baker for $200 weekly to 
those bookers who would pay $690 
for the Jean Adair & Co. sketcl 
| Later Bernie told of how he actuall) 
| caught Gordon ‘in the act.’ 

| When the maestro got his chance 


was more nostalg 
in regards 


at the finish, he 
than insulting. especially 


to Bobby Clark, Gordon and Jolson. 
old friends. He went way back in 
his career, telling of his one-da) 
partnership with Harry Rose and 


leading up to ‘the low-spot in his 
career’ when he played the Palact 
with his band at $1,600 and got sixth 
billing. This was followed by a date 
'at the Montmarte on the Coast, 
where he played for two weeks ‘to 
a convention of sheriffs’ and no coin 
Broke, Bernie had only Jolson to 
| turn to. After being insulted fou! 
times, and from fright inwardly re- 
' ducing the loan request from $3.00! 
to $1,500, got the coin and saved hi 
career. 

He paid an especially tender t 
ute to the memory of Mike Shea, a 
ceased vaude operator, as the be 


friend the actors. ever had. 
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es A. O. Dillenbeck, who steps out of ager, back from final swing around Privileged kiddies on Xmas _ day. pon ro pe “of 5 Pe Still. — ~ Hollywood trying to crash 
d the Buchanan agency Jan. 1, having | country as S. R. Kent drive leader Piece will be presented in Municipal pon “cjeveland. ; chem memeeniene meen aan SS ee. 
80 fe 3 0h, cand -- and highly optimisti ; 4 Auditorium. man, eveland, appolIntead manager Marie Austin will pull out of 
n sold his interest, will spend a part ghl; ptimistic over theatre ee of that theatre, replacing Walter | Nix ‘afe r , ; 
i- of the winter in Florida. business outlook. Harris Wolfberg, division manager Goigwel] : g Walter | Nixon Cafe right before Xmas to re- 
Joshua Logen has taken a house for M-G, has.acquired Cincinnati and pets Whitlock. £ ee ee |Join Benny Davis unit, ; 
in Muske eaunty. Pa. fer several —— —_———————— Indianapolis territory, giving up that) _— Prock f prin, Sates y Wech ant; (Brad Hunts band pulls out Friday 
, weeks rest. He’s dropped his interest ‘ which includes Omaha, Des Moines, anager of Loew's Capitol, Washing- | (20) for southern tour, playing col- 
; Tr F] Argon Neste PP ia Dias ii Santa F ’ Kansas City and Denver. ton, appointed manager of Loew's lege and society dates. 
In a a 3 ane -" an e Season subscribers for the St. Columbia, Washington, replacing Bud Blum, from Harris_ sports 
— n am a eg og e bad unteattael teem wane 8 Louis symph concerts are being Frank Taylor; and Theodore Tesch- | center ticket office, on road as biz 
clipner from Lisbon Dec. 20 and will pag A ei, d ner. assistant of Loew’s Stillman. | manager of ‘Icecapades.’ 
spend a week of Christmases in the given first chance for ducats for the PET, assiste fo s Stisiman, | manager Of icecapadces. 
a Se |'tres at which the preem was held— | Ballet Russe, skedded for four per- Cleveland, appointed manager of Variety Club’s Des Moines charter 
od Bill Morrisey, since leaving Billy | the Paris, Lensic and Burro Alley. formances starting Jan. 10. pe EOONES, TOPOS Wat Care nae Been vevenne wand fanure to 
y= Rose, has Luna Park for next sum-| To end the local part of the fe S Joe Erber, booking agent, assembl- =e wag fo ov M ct guess ipanying 
sé, Nas Lun i ( xt su os é h ae I Poa : aS agg % ham erre] Martin accompany 
ff mer. Gloria Safier, ex-Rose also, | tivities the ¢ * . ing dope for his memoirs, For 25 aa ‘ a ya Loge ny 
3 hee mr red Ss gang went to Seth Hall years Erber, operator of the Lyric Joe Seider’s Acquisition his protege, Rita Ray, to Hollywood 
- : W ms sg oe gg gues are for the Hollywood Santa Fe Baile. East St png niaved the best in Larchmont t | e ne r t Oe Senias Se Oe Oe Seen ee ee 
= & Hal . 7 4 4 ras it ’ : 7 annie Tig - _ “a as ‘ ai ; iO é 5 ) eTLly “< Yare ¢ ‘ - ge 
is am Membow, Jr., WnO was il the = he locals imported Henry Busse and | vaude. Later he operated the Lyric, 1. on ea Be de ee Murray Gerson, local arranger, 
a LeRoy Sanitarium with a broken ||. Bee : : Larchmont, N.Y., has been sold-to | cimmoned to New York by Red 
C leg. suffered when struck by a taxi his orch for the dance melodies, with | 4 talker house. Prudential Playhouses, headed by st ad ali, “eae patents: > tes 
1e er ome arc ” Friday |a 90-minute st show -the| Three employes of the local War- Jose seider. whic aw op. | Nichols, who is organizing new band. 
went home to Larchmont Friday |: ute stage show put on by the| ons transis thawe | on Joseph M. Seider, which now op Vic Goldberg, younger brother of 
rs | (13). Hollywood contingent. Vallee was rn ‘a ees piers: Me fathe sgt etry erates houses in Mamaroneck, White | former All-American Marshall Gold- 
e Billy Rose guests on CBS tonight m.c., dividing the honor with Wil- Murphy, booker: fathar a Hall Plains and Rye. besides theatres on berg, now an assistant manager for 
S ‘ Wed.) with Lanny Ross, coinci- | liam Orr, Jr. Erroll Flynn, Wayne | Walsh. manaver. and father of Lester Long Island, Connecticut and NEw Warners. 
a8 Z — ag Page -nccconnillg ae bd Morris and Vallee did a sax trio. | Bona. city salecman ~- a Mg ney bit a oe Cornelia Otis Skinner here - 
‘ 0S iec S ! P= aa ta ageless Amusement Corp. s¢ >» Larch- yight Jas ee iscussi visi 
3 t Issue. aisupa ‘ oer Ke : exrinit Seotts ba SA ou fl lealre, VEINs YY | oO nomas s ) owt, 
Gresory Piatigorsky, concert cel- es “ty a i eee ty Riou Puhies tee ae : et Benjamin Dintenfass. Attorney John with author. 
ip list, has taken a house in Stamford ; 7€!!0S, etc. ~ Ait te ed SST ny COUIS J. Slattery represented Prudential, The William Richmans, of Century- 
h- for the winter. moving from. Eliza-| Charlie Einfeld had contingent of tim geen tag bs res eee, Sane whole deal being made through Berk Family theatre, are grandparents. 
ae teal a : : : ; bird, who is getting an extended en- g¢ be , > realty brok pi , “ 
1e vethtown, N. Y., with his wife and | aides on hand from east and west. | gagement in the Chicago Blackhawk & Krumgold, theatre realty brokers Their daughter, Mrs. Pear] Green- 
t two children. 1 ock ; Se ee | ee ae a re ne Larchmont theatre was erected in | fleld, had a girl 
e oft ; Mort Blumenstock headed the east- Adrian W. Ketcham, genera in- F 
Simone Simon kids herself that : : metcham, general snan 1932 Prudential plans to renovate = : inercaiihiliaatieaithabiiaias 
1 she’s fal] mee m st be seta - ern bunch, with Taplinger heading | ager of the Forest Park Highlands, the house 
1€ Prenche Enyli h is na ger oa the Hollywood crowd. Ed Manson | Major amusement park here, was ~ ; — . 
Frenchy English is nsg. She's study- | 0°)": ; me - lected prez of the National Assn. 0 - Ch 
: i Ing dramatics and diction, with an he a sd re agar ng — Amu: ch saber vere He Pools al Meierdierk’s Takeover icago 
r- 4 eye to a legit. ili Belcher, Jerry Hoffmen, Carizle | wooches at annual conclave in Chi- ee a et ie. 
se 5 A mugg with a 52d street lingo is Jones, Ken Whitmore. Irving Fine a a ge er ee eer eee Arnold Re mene: vot yetaye Ww ” ‘She Cinna Witieies — 
n ; a goner in the class hotels these days Bill Blowitz and Lou Espinosa han- Plans for organizing a sympl ‘+h Pender ender, Ne fron 3e7 Conrad Thibault stopped off ' 
: sl gel ge malls : oh r organizing a nph orch Pender, Pender, Neb., from Bert Den Gilman. NBC Coast v 
to i ia there's age : + — = dling the Hollywood train and crowd. | for white youths and a chorus for Thacker. f My Peco ngy ‘sit ‘ us ae We 
_ y, a 1e maitre d’hote as written = . oe Jegproes launched at; nt et : +c — Tri G4. ' or a snort visit. 
0 | on the 1 2 The police arrangements were han- | Negroes launched at a joint meeting Evert Cummings, Tri-States dis- nines ules A ' 2 
) he menus. : . — on. (ob the M. ¥. A. aud St. Louis avmiuh | tote dpivesentom S  eeeianie : Marvin Schenck and Al Altman 
h. Boris Leven, art director for a Ag ae say se ’ warner orch execs. The symph “4 ciety aod ina gga ad oan ne ia ee were in for a spell. 
ly nergy cee “9 or Austin, ka a oe Racing Bor geome Bag “4 . K | the City of St. Louis will spon the Union Pacific’ and “B site Tow . Hyman ee fell and suf- 
ong the home o ; enry, to gather », anc apt. IN ac! . @ tne IE n. si ty vs ’ al ’ L re ee en T, eS tereqd severe scaip wound, 
Y loca] scenic data for Morros’ film of studio police department, who came De tective-Sergeant Harrv Fender. alll had beg 2 = Pe . se ; —— Milt Krantz in as manager of the 
i ay “—s life. on in advance to make arrangements. former Broadway actor, knocking built by an Omahan who endowed © udebaker for ‘Pins and Needles’ 
_ Allan wan, first time east in ee ¢ ae ti over dice games since all games have Creizhton U Se ~~ | Company. 
As eight years, saw ‘Louisiana Purchase’ |. yee gpanceggicr that ices ti ob been iaeand in tether Gambling . a | general manager Warner district exchange men aj 
hn. from backstage to get insight of how ing : ay was Ww en a retiring . tate operators have been seeping across f the Nebr: ska Th ee ig las + called together for a weekend Chi- +4 
in) a modern musical functions. Direc- Official tried to pick battles with ip, Mississippi trying to get foothold sliced aivin ie Sake te “% cago palaver. ? 
1 tor has done many screen tuners. |Wayne Morris and Errol Flynn, jn this burg. ; : aan “Hhe Varsity wee he Rg oo Mort Blumenstock led in a gang , 
id Marilyn Barry, wife of Jack Barry, which ended up in his being with- | cite at the Variaig wpiths Bill Knight. of reviewers on their way for the fs 
is Paramount film exec, has written a | drawn and the State officially apolo- | . . former Varsity head man en, premiere of ‘Santa Fe.’ 
7 play, ‘The Lady Was a Latin,’ which gizing for his rudeness Philadelphia _ : ua Jullus Pfeiffer, Erlanger conces- 
ws will be nresented Dec. 19 at the ‘ ; a 2 sionaire, becomes a full-fledged at- 
th Master Institute on Riverside Drive. | Part of the Hollywood crowd head- Rists Sell House torney after the first of the year. Fi i} 
te Vincent Lopez, suffering from flu ed east, as they are due in Chieago Jack Schwartz, WDAS cellist, on ___,,,,lronton, O., Dec. 17. After 21 years in the State-Lake |. a 
st, i and a 102-degree fever, nevertheless for Mayor Kelly’s Christmas show. Florida leave. The Capitol theatre building at building, the RKO offices here will : an 
to went through his film-making Mon-| This group included Charles Rug-|_ Jeanne Gould, formerly with Ashland, Ky., owned by John and move to the Metropolitan building, | Pal 
n day and yesterday for the Hyland-| gles, Orr. Morris, George Tobias. KYW, now in music department of Charles Rist, Ironton, O., has been which also houses the RKO Palace. : 
to : Leonard ‘Soundies’ for Mills juke- Donald Crisp, Peggy Diggins. Nancy WFIL. sold to Dr. M. D. Garred, of Ash- Sidney Goldstein, Famous’ music at 
% boxes at Fox-Movietone. Carroll Marthe ‘O'Driscoll Mona Alexander M. Griffin, city ed of land. The Capito] will continue to chief in Chi, off on general good- : ea 
a Wally Downey, American music Maris ‘ 1 Ww nd McK a me MES Philly Record, now in Tucson, Ariz., be operated, the new owner said. will tour of midwest, contactin | 
e- man and film’ producer in Rio, | “@@"!S and Wanda Michay. recuperating from arthritis. __ Snestaene merchandisers, radio stations aan iol 
Ot finished a film for the Carnival sea- Lee Shippey, Los Angeles Times Florence Bernard, ex-prexy of Sundays OK band-leaders. 3 
jf — bee ve studio ge down columnis‘. while visiting the office of psn sacay Managers Assn., att ca ’ Pa iy. Boris Morros, with Paramount 4 i 
‘ompletely, ‘destroying the negative. the local newspaper here on Satur-; ™0Urning the death of her sister. After six months of verbal wran- aides here tossed a ‘Borscht with * Bhat 
b ete. Covered by insurance. however. pad eit pele gn all his leg. It Helen McMahon, of WFIL auditing gling, and with the film exhibitors Boris’ party at the Yar restaurant t i 
Jimmy Sileo, chief photographer , dod hin ged re aide: Pigg ee depar‘ment, in Hehneman hospita] as the innocent bystanders, the city here, starting at 3 p.m. with cock- i i 
¢ for the Music Hall. who got back LeGae m on the return trip. May with broken shoulder blade suffered council has finally given the official tails and winding up near midnicht P| Wy 
Friday (13) from a three weeks’ Robson joined the train on the return whe he slipped on icy walk and legal okay to the opening of following a screening of his ‘Second " ars 
Mexican. wacation. . photoed. color at Albuquerque. | Joe Dillon, WPEN gabber, hosted the theatres on Sunday nights “Chorus: and.a Russian.dinper.... : 
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OBITU 


HAROLD S. NEUBERGER | 


Harold S. Neuberger, 32, foreign 
film importer and pert owner and 
operator of the Fifty-fifth St. Play- 
house, the Fifth Ave. Playhouse and 
the Thalia theatre, all in New York, 
died Dec. 13 at his home in Rye, 
N. Y., of leukemia. He had been ill 
only a short time. 

After graduating from Columbia 
in 1929 Neuberger went to Germany, | 
where he worked for several Ger- | 
man film studios as cutter and di- | 
rector. He remained in the Reich 
for four years, returning to America 
with the rise of the Nazi party. 

When Neuberger became _ asso- 
ciated in 1938 with Martin G. Lewis 
and H. S. Rosenwald in the opera- 
tion of the three N. Y. theatres,, all 
of which have a foreign or ‘arty’ pol- 
icy, his early training in the Ger- 
man film industry stood him in good | 
stead. Prior to becoming an exhibi- 
tor he served as advertising manager 
of the Fidelio Brewery, N. Y. 

Born in New York, Neuberger was 


managing editor of the Spectator, 
Columbia University daily, during | 
his senior year and also wrote for 


several other undergraduate publi- 
cations. While a junior he handled | 
production details for a couple of 


Columbia varsity shows. | 

He leaves his widow, Stephanie; | 
a son, Norman; his mother, Mrs. | 
Lena Neuberger, and a sister, Ruth | 
Neuberger. both of Los Angeles. 
Funeral services held at his home} 


Sunday (15). 
MARIE SABBOTT 

Marie Sabbott, 42, retired vaude 
and musical comedy performer, died | 
Dec. 10 at her home in New York. | 
Her health began to fail about six | 
months ago when she returned from 
Manila, P. I., where she was active 
in establishing the little theatre 
movement in the Philippines. 


Born in Baltimore, Miss Sabbott 
started | ‘e career as a child 
with York and Adams. Later, she 


played in ‘_ he Three Twins’ and was 
featured in ‘My Best Girl’ and ‘The 
Pink Lady.’ 

As a member of the turn known 
as Sabbott and Brooks, which fea- 
tured dances, chatter and songs, Miss 
Sabbott was a familiar figure on the 
nation’s leading vaude circuits. She 
also appeared in her own act, Marie 
Sabbott & Co 

Surviving are her husband, Max 
Nathan; a six-year-old son, Patrick, 
her mother and one sister, Mrs. Lida | 
V. Reed. Burial took place in Cam- | 
den, N. J. 


WILFRED LUCAS 

Wilfred Lucas, 69, stage actor, pio- 
neer in films and associate of David 
W. Griffith in the early silent days, 
died Dec. 13 in Los Angeles after an 
illness of six weeks. He had moved 
from the stave to the films 30 years 
ago and was one of the first men to 
direct Pickford in her early 
pictures. 

One of his outstanding roles 
the lead in the silent picture, 
quitted,’ for which he received sev- 
eral awards as the most notable per- 
formance of 1916. 

In his early days of directorship 
Lucas frequently doubled as an actor 
afid occasionally returned to the New 
York stage in legit parts, but most 
of his work after 1910 was devoted to 
the screen. In recent years he played 
character parts. He leaves hi 
Ow, a son and three adopted children. 


Mary 


was 


*‘Ac- 


wid- 


ALEXANDRA DE CELLE 


Mrs. Alexandra De Celle, retired 
E»glish actress. who also apneared 
on the American stage, died Dec. 8 
in Mobile. Ala.. after a brief illness, 
at the h f her son, Edmund De 
Celle. an 43 cf 

Mrs. Me C2'le was born in London 
and hed } 1 17 the U. S. off and on 
for more 1 25 years. In her na- 
tive land s** had appeared with 
Harry I! and others before 
coming to America. At one time 
she was essociated with William A. 


Brady and James J. Corbett in New 
York legit. She also anpeared in 
vaudeville. touring the Orvheum 
circuit; with Al Jolson in ‘ecit and 
in ‘The Last Waltz’ and ‘Blossom 
Time.’ She retired in 1928. Survived 
by son and two prandchildren among 
more immediate kin, 


GEORGE REGAS 

George Regas, 50, veteran film 
character man, died Dec. 13 in Holly- 
wood following an operation for a 
throat infection. Native of Greece. 
Regas first played on the stage in 
Athens and came to this country as 
Romeo in a Grecian version of “Ro- ! 


meo and J:liet’ in New York. 
Movines from stage to screen. he 
made his debut in ‘The Love Licht,’ 


a silent, and played characters In 


| his 


| century. 


ARIES 


more than 100 films, 
many nationalities. His last role was 
Sergeant Gonzales in ‘The Mark of 
Zorro’ at 20th-Fox 





Regas was formerly married to 
Reine Davies, sister of Marion. Sur- 
viving are his mother and brother, 
Pedro Regas, also a character actor. 


GEORGE A. MOORE 
George Austin Moore, 65, monolo- 
gist, Negro dialect story teller and 
singer in vaude. plus one-time stock 
player, died in Hollywood last week. 
Moore’ teamed with 
Haager after their marriage in 1908, 


and for a time he was also heard on | 


Louisville radio stations, later airing 
Negro dialect stories over va- 
rious southern stations. A native of 
Austin, Texas, Moore started his 
stage career as a monologist and 
singer in Chicago at the turn of the 
He later played on various 
vaude circuits and made several trips 
with his wife to Europe and the 
Orient in stock companies. He served 
in the Spanish-American war and 
went to France with an entertain- 
ment unit during the World War. 


| He wrote a booklet of stage stories, 
| ‘Good Timing’ in Hollywood after his 


retirement from professional work. 
In his vaudeville heydey Moore 
was considered one of the best 


| dressed men, telling dialect stories 


in top hat and tails. In London he 
co-starred with his wife in Jesse L. 


| Lasky’s ‘Red Heads,’ and drew stel- 


lar billing in several Winter Garden 


| shows in New York. 


Widow and sister survive. 


WILLIAM V. MONG 

William V. Mong, 685, screen and 
stage actor, died Dec. 10 in Studio 
City, Cal., after two years’ illness. 


| Surviving is his widow. 


Beginning in 1910, after a career in 
vaudeville and legit, Mong played a 
featured screen role in ‘The Connec- 


IN MEMORY OF 


MARIE SABBOTT 


Dec. 10, 1940 





Followed a long line 
which 


ticut Yankee.’ 
of film plays in 


character men. 


been the first actor to pose for a 


closeup. 


Among his later film appearances | 
Desert,’ 
‘The Last of the Mohicans,’ ‘Dancing 


were ‘Stand-In,’ ‘Painted 
‘The Hoosier Schoolmaster’ 
He had not 


Pirate,’ 
and ‘Treasure Island.’ 


worked in two years owing to ill- | 


ness. 


JACOB LOURIE 

Jacob Lourie, 51, 
pioneer and prominent in 
theatrical circles, died 
(Tuesday) in Brookline, Mass. 
Lourie was former 
Netoco Theatres and one of the first 


motion 


showmen to show talking pictures in | 
He was former 
England 
branch of the Motion Picture The- 
of America and was 
affiliated in Paramount Pictures as a | 


the United States. 


president of the New 


atre Owners 


partner in Publix Netoco Theatre 
Corp. At the time of his death he 


with M. & P. Theatres 


was 


Wednesday. 


MME. BLANCHE MARCHESI 
Mme. Blanche Marchesi, 77, con- 


cert and opera singer, died in Lon- 


don, Dec. 15. 

Making her operatic debut in ‘Die 
Walkuere’ at the Prague Opera in 
1900, Mme. Marchesi later appeared 
in the leading cities of Europe and 


on two occasions sang on U. S. con- | 


cert tours. In recent years she con- 


ducted a music conservatory in Lon- 


don. 


JOSEPH D. BRENNEN 


Joseph D. Brennen, 81, retired 
character actor and veteran of 40 


years in the theatre, died Dec. 10 at 


representing 


Lohrum managed the old Talbert | letting down of the bars ‘somewhat’ | 
Hippodrome, St. Louis, and later | by the Hays’ organization to permit | 
managed an auto distributing agency. | ‘spicier’ stuff in pictures. They claim | 
He was manager of a theatre in that the public has lost interest in | 
Glendale. | films generally and will only patron- | 
Widow, brother and sister survive. ize the exceptionally outstanding | 
an ones. “Tameness’ of most pictures 

J. HAROLD MURRAY |may be one of the reasons for the 

J. Harold Murray, 49, matinee {idol | joss in patronage, it’s felt. 

who appeared in some of the big- 
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the gross. Deal was promoted by 
Billy Jackson. 

The park was originally built at 
a cost of $3,500,000 and operated by 


ithe 


gest Broadway musical hits of the 
past 20 years, died Dec. 11 at his 
Lome in Killingworth, Conn. After 
the decline of the operettas and mu- 
sicals, he left the stage and entered 
brewing business about four 


|years ago. 


However, they assert that ‘spici-| Thompson & Dundy, who also built 
;ness’ must be held in bounds andj| the now razed Hippodrome theatre 
| must not reach the degree that would;in Manhattan. In 1939 Baron Col- 
cause antagonism from Legion of lier operated it on lease, with Sheen 
|Decency and other such organiza-/} stepping in last season. 
|tions’ as well as churches, etc., | Most important feature of the new 
|toward motion picture entertainment. | takeover is the syndicate’s planned 
And that’s a big problem, they con- | expenditure of $250,000, raised via 


Cordelia | 


he became 
known as one of Hollywood's leading | ' : 
He is said to have |illness on Dec. 2 in 


picture 
Boston | 
yesterday 


president of 


and 
| director of the Publix Netoco Corp. | 
Services held in Brookline (today ) 


Further details in legit section. 


MRS. JEAN DELF 

Mrs. Jean Delf, 37, wife of Harry 
Delf, playwright and stage comedian, 
-was killed in an auto accident Dec. 
i6 at Fayetteville, N. C. Details on 
page 2. 

ARTHUR HIMMELEIN 

| Arthur Himmelein, 54, director of 


|'a chain of film theatres in Altoona, | 


'Pa. and former manager of the 
| Plaza, Sandusky, O., for eight years, 
| died Dec. 9. 


EDWARD CECIL 
Edward Cecil, 62, character player 
in films, died in Los Angeles, Dec. 
| 13. 


CLARENCE A. MacDONALD 

Clarence A. MacDonald, 44, Colum- 
ibus (O.) nabe circuit operator, died 
'in University hospital, Columbus, 
|Dec. 13. of a heart ailment. 

Under the MacDonald banner were 
'the Thurmania, Southland, West- 
mont, Cleve and Arlington theatres 
jin the capital city and a house in 
'Ada. Opening of his new Boulevard 
|}had been set back due to his illness; 
a second new house, the Beechwold, 
is nearing completion. 

Widow and two children survive. 

Francis Marley, 20, Upland, Ind., 
member of the Earl Gardner orches- 
itra, of Fort Wayne, Ind., died Dec. 
110 at a Lansing, Mich., hospital of in- 
juries received when struck by two 
cars on a highway 16 miles east of 
East Lansing, Mich., in front of a 


night club where the band was play- | 


ing. 

George E. Puget (Peugeot), 58, 
died in Detroit of injuries after be- 
ing struck by a car on Dec. 3. He 
was a hooking agent for Gus Sun 
office. He leaves two sisters. 


Herbert Reetz, 36, Radville, Sask., 
theatre manager, died after a long 
Radville. He 
was manager of the Princess theatre, 
| Radville, until the illness. 

Wife, 41, 
vice-president of WIL, St. 
died last week at the Deaconess 
hospital of complications following 
an operation. 


Maurice Clarke, 39, chief engineer 
iof WHEC, Rochester, N. Y., killed 
| Dec. 15 while driving. 
fell asleep at wheel. 

Mother of Jacob Tarshish, died 
| Dec. 13 in Columbus, O. He broad- 
| casts under the name of ‘The Lamp- 
| lighter.’ 


Mother of Tom Earnfred, veteran 
press rep at Geary and Curran the- 
atres, San Francisco, Dec. 12. 


John P. Keefe, 44, former Twin 


} 


Cities news and publicity man, died 
in St. Paul after a year’s illness. 

Ted Lynch, 47, with National The- 
atre Supply, died Dec. 14 when his | 
j}auto overturned near Las Vegas. 
| Mother, 81, of John J. Hill, legit 
showman, died Dec. 16 in Los An- | 


geles,. 


Believed he | 








| Spice-Hays 











—Continued from page \o—e—eeee 





starting last Nov. 1, with around 
| $12,900,000 expected to b the final 
| figure agreed on by American com- 
| panies. The money is remittable to 
| U. S. in American currency rather 
ithan British pounds. However, 
there is a chance that several re- 
visions may be urged by the Haysian 
| directors before final approval is 


the Edwin Forrest Home in Philadel- | given. 


| phia, where he had been a guest. 
A member of the Lambs and the 


Players, he had appeared with Will- 


iam Gillette and David Warfield, and 
noted for his por- 
‘Uncle 


was especially 
trayal of Simon Legree in 
Tom's Cabin.’ 

HARRY LOHRUM 


Harry Lohrum, 48, former St. 
Lovisan who moved to Glendale, 
Cal., six years ago, died of a strep 
a Glendale hospital after 


undergoing 11 blood transfusions. 


infection in 


| Besides these two matters, the 
MPPDA directorate may make some 
decision on a new contract for Will 
Hays, whose present pact expires 
| March 15, 1941. 

Meeting originally had been sched- 
uled for last Wednesday, but post- 
/poned because of lack of quorum. 





| . 

| Favor Relaxing of Bars 

| Minneanolis, Dec. 17. 
Suivey here shows that many of 


the Twin City independents favor 


cede, 


November ordinarily is one of the 


best months of the year for the thea- 
tre business in this territory, but this 
| year it proved one of the worst, with 
{Northwest Allied claiming that the 
vast majority of the independents 
operated in the ‘red.’ Takings, it's 
‘asserted, were off anywhere from 
20-50% ‘and more’ from the cor- 
responding period a year ago. 


Local exchange heads believe that 
adverse weather was principally to 
blame for the November slump. 
| Severe cold and blizzards came much 
earlier than usual this winter and 
|the weather was the worst it has 
| been for many years, it’s pointed out. 
At the same time it’s admitted that 
| the indicated long, towgh winter may 
; mean less spending on the public’s 
, part for film entertainment inasmuch 
jas the fuel bill will run higher. 


Independent leaders - still 





insist 


,they’re losing customers to bowling | 


|alleys and other opposition types of 
|entertainment. This territory, mainly 
l rural, has benefitted but little as yet 
| from war and defense spending and 
|general conditions are bad, they 
‘claim. No turn is expected this 
|month—always a poor one for the 
| theatres—but exchange heads declare 
| that increased industrial activity and 
|a greater demand and higher prices 
| for agricultural products, resulting 
from the emni -yment and purchasing 
| power boost throughout the nation ‘is 
certain to bring a boom in theatre 
attendance after the first of the year 
if product comes through as ex- 
pected.’ ™ 





MARRIAGES 


Lavonne Skillman to Lou Silvers, 
Dec. 10, in Mexico. He’s music di- 
rector of Lux radio show. 

Leroy Jolley, control operator, 
radio station KFBI, Wichita, Kans., 
to Dorothy Dayhoff, non-pro, Dec. 8. 

Cornelia M. Sizoo to» Pierre van 
Paasen, in New Haven, Aug. 6. He's 
the author and foreign correspon- 





of Clarence W. Benson, | 
Louis, | 


dent. 
Eileen O'Connor to Edwin Hart- 
rich, in New York, Dec. 7. Bride’s 


a ballet dancer; he’s with CBS’ for- 
eign staff. 

| Nica Doret to George Fisher in 
Las Vegas, Nev., Dec. 15. 


Mary Healy, film actress, to Peter 





| Lind Hayes, _ singer-impersonator, 
| Dec. 17, in Yuma, Ariz. . 
| Mr. and Mrs. James FitzPatrick, 


daughter, in 
Father is 
lat Metro. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Alan Simpson, son, 
in Hollywood, Dec. 13. Father is with 
| Leland Hayward agency. 

| Mr. and Mrs. 
|daughter in Hollywood 
Father is Universal publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Six. 
| Hollywood Dec. 9. Father is 
cameraman at Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Car] Guthrie, son, in 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. Father is 
|eraman at Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Rio, daughter, 
in Los Angeles, Dec. 10. Father is 
nitery comedian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Hinds, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. Father’s an an- 
nouncer at KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Joe Schaeffer, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 
former Nora Lewis, nitery dancer, 
and father’s dance band pianist and 
arranger. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Scofield, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. 
Father’s with Marty Schramm band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Rhodes, daugh- 
ter, in Palo Alto, Cal, Dec. 12. 
Father is account exec for NBC. 


Dec 12. 
Traveltaiks 


Holly wood, 
producer of 


son, in 


still 


cam- 


| Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Heitmeyer, | 


son, in Ogden, Utah, Dec. 3. Father 
/manages station KLO, Ogden, and 
is president of Intermountain Net- 
work, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wi':am 
son, Dec. 16, in Hollywood. Father 
lis casting director of Globe Produc- 
tions; mother 
| filri actress, 


a lot of bankers, to completely 
‘renovate the park, including an en- 
|tirely new front, which always was 
; elaborate, and a new midwey. In- 
/ cluded will be a mammoth ballroom, 

with a capacity of 6,000, which will 

feature name bands, a monster skat- 
ing rink and a water show, smaller 
but along the lines of Billy Rose's 

Aquacade, which will play in the re- 

built swimming pool. 

Also going into Luna Park is a 
smaller edition of the N. Y. World's 
Fair, the syndicate already having 
contracted for 15 of that expo's con- 
cessions. These will operate on a 
street called ‘Memoirs of the World’s 
, Fair.” Another feature will be a 
South American Way Room, nitery, 
with a Latin floorshow. Syndicate 
also proposes to install ‘Streets of 
Paris,’ currently touring picture 
houses under the aegis of Miller and 
the Danzigers, in Luna Park for 
a summer run. It played the N. Y. 
World's Fair for Michael Todd. 

Syndicate signed the papers tak- 
.ing over the park yesterday (Tues- 
day) and immediately set the staff. 


| Nick Holde, now with ‘Crazy With 


Bride is 
film player; he’s film radio gossiper. | 


Jack Rosenstein, | 


Dec. 9. | 


Mother’s | 


Tinsn:an, | 


is Pauline Creasman, | 


‘the Heat’ legit revue, will be the 


park’s general manager; Percy Mel- 
ville, socialite, has been designated 
official host, or front man, and Ned 
Alvord will handle the advance 
publicity. 

As last year and the year before, 
there will be no front gate tap, but 
patrons will be nicked at the various 
concessions. Latter will include a 
Barbary Coast setup operated by 
Billy Jackson and Sheen. 


Bills Next Week 
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Joan Brandon Frank Natale 
|& Yoemenettes Mike Sandretto 
Sky-Vue Villa Madrid 


Etz!l Covato Ore 





Johnny Martin Orc! Garmelita & Lee 
Laura Gregg Mark Lane 
Union Grill Roberta Costetle 
Watkins Twins 
Art Yagello Betty Nylander 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | Carlos & Chita 
(Book Casino) ‘Guy Gibby 
Lillian Carmen Leonard Seel 
Pierre & Rennee | 
Gregory & Raymond 8 


Ore 


Northwood tna 
Guardsmen 





| 6 Casinotes | Jack Spot 
|} Leonard Keller Ore | you @ Betty Lee 
D Ra 4 Bar) Ray Carlin Ore 

Ich tock 

os Palm Beach 

~ Bowery aie Heller & Holines 
Sally Rand Co (55) Timmy Yamameato 
‘Star-Studded Rev’ | puaine Castle 
Johnny King Bert Gilbert 

Chas Carlisle 6 Tip-Top Dane 
heen Resh Ore Michael Paige Ora 
| Blue Lantern Huck’s Redford Inn 
| Delmarr & Retina Mac McGraw Ore 
Zang & Todd Club Royale 
Jean Jeri , Charles Althoff 

La Comprasita Esqauires 

Glamour Gls (6) 12 Troians 

Lee Walters Orc Sint iia a 
Corktown Tavern Danny Dermetry Ore 


| Hal Bronson | Royalettes 
Ellen Kaye Statler Hotel 
6 Vesters .|E Madriguera © 
Kddie Bratton Ore Patricia Gilmore 
Cole & Corte | George Negrette 
| Neville & Day ~~ ; 
Ann Lee le San Diego 
Don Andre Ore | George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
| : Hund’s Dan Merrymar 
3 Old Timers Don Francisco 
Sun Valley Starr & Maxine 
Serenaders | ‘ - 
London Chop House Roya bse vd ” 
Tonia Valenti Donna Lynn 
Ruby Ore | Annette 
Morocco | Hank, the Mule 


Jay Jason Harry Colle 5 


Cire 
Hotel 


Geo Roche Whittier 
Renee & Ravelle | (Gold Cup Reom) 
Will Henderson Ore; Tony Patti 
Nebiolo’s | Wonder Bar 
Di Giovanni |} Sammy Dibert Ore 
Carmen 1 Pauline Balew 
CLEVELAND 


Laska Sis Lester Chafetz 
2 Starrs 

Pedro & Raphael 
Bob Copfer 


Alpine Village Benes eh 


Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Hall 
Oehman Twins 


| 
|}Carl Mueller to te > , rt 
| 7m ‘ Blake & Lambert 
|} Otto Thurn Ore | Sloan & Gary 
Freddie’s Cafe | Sorelli 
Art Lackey Ore Sammy Watkins O 
Re Schenck Hotel Statler 
| Roy Raysor Jose Morand Ore 
Hal Simpson Nilda 
Gourmet Club Sylvio & Melba 
| E Robinson Ore Catalina Rolon 
| Bill Lockman Jack & Eddie's 
| Hotel Allerton Rubertino, Roberts 
| Karen Torey Babe Sherman 


Louls Cina Arlene Rice Ore 


Jack Miko La Conga Club 

| Motel Carter Ramon Arias Orc 

| Versatilians Lindsay’s Bar 

Bob Opitz Judy Preston 
Hotel Cleveland Pearl Del.ucca 

| Paul Pendarvis Ore Regal Ciub 

Margaret English | Ducky Malvin Or 


Thirty-Seven Club 


1 renwi i 
Hotel Fenway Hal Pat Dennis 


Gene Erwin Ore i} Cunninghat Sis 
Hotel Sterling | Jean Deiters 
Jimmy Van Osdell '3 Debs 


-_ 
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will 
newing with ASCAP because the 
proposed provisos of the decree more 
or less would take care. of any com- 
plaints from Metro. 

Reasons for ASCAP’s attitude 
about not worrying too much, ap- 
parently, if Metro renews, or doesn’t, 
were many. One of these, and a very 
important one, was the position of 
the songwriters. A stiffening in the 
ranks of the topflight songsmiths— 
many of them also librettists and 
scenarists, and thus potently allied 
with, the Screen Writers Guild, the 
Authors League of America, and the 
Dramatists Guild—gave the ASCAP- 
ites the attitude that Metro couldn't 
make a deal with Broadcast Music, 
Inc., if it wanted to, as did Edward 
B. Marks Music Corp. (As regards 
Marks, bulk of his catalog comprises 
European and Latin-American mu- 
sic. and some 10-15% of his Ameri- 
can catalog is admittedly in question 
for radio use, due to the writers be- 
ing signed with ASCAP.) 

ASCAP’s position 
Dreyfus’ group of firms, or the War- 
ner Bros., Paramount and others are 
just as significant as Metro-Robbins- 
Feist-Miller. 

Guarantees 


Among desired guarantees that 
Metro's copyright attorney, Julian T. 
Abeles, presented to ASCAP’s board 
is that the same classification system 
be retained. Technically, all ASCAP 
members, writers and publishers, are 
bound ‘by any method of classifica- 
tion’ set up by the board. 
when it renewed five years ago, ex- 
acted a promise that the availability, 
seniority and number of perform- 
ances’ system be retained. There 
was talk this past year of going back 
to the old system, whereupon Metro 
reminded ASCAP of a 1935 memo- 
randum to the contrary. Since there 
are other major film companies tied 
into ASCAP, besides Metro’s Rob- 
bins, Feist and Miller firms, the in- 
clination by board members to deny 


any ‘special’ consideration for the 
M-G music holdings is understand- 
able. Warner Bros. is represented by 


an equally important group of music 
holdings; in fact WB withdrew from 
ASCAP six years ago for a fancied 
grievance all its own at that time. 

Paramount has its Faméus Music 
and Paramount Music Corps., and 
20th Century-Fox likewise has a say 
so in Robbins and Feist, through a 
contractual deal. 

The film industry angle in ASCAP. 
as a means to influence Metro's 
eventual renewing with ASCAP. 
manifests itself via Harry M. War- 
ner, for example, who is very pro- 
ASCAP. To begin with, the Warner 
Bros. group of publishers in the So- 
ciety is dominant. For another. 
Herman Starr, who operates the 
Music Publishers Holding Corp. (WB 
firms) is also a Warner Bros. v p. 
and director, beside being chairman 
of the radio committee for ASCAP 
negc tiating the new broadcasters’ 
contract. 

It’s felt at ASCAP that a phone 
call from H. M. Warner to Nick 
Schenck or Louis B. Mayer, should 
ihe Metro - Robbins - Feist - Miller 
kroup prove balky, would 
much, ” 


achieve 


Hollywood Angles 

Another dominant factor in hav- 
ing swayed David Bernstein's acqui- 
escense that Metro renew with 
ASCAP is the understanding that if 
the Loew-Metro musie firms were to 
upset the ASCAP cart, many a Hol- 
lywood writer would resent it. 

The Screen Writers Guild is verv 
vit lly interested now in this ASCAP 
Situation through (1) interlocking 
interests, and (2) a common concern 
_the ‘rights of the writer,’ Many 
& librettist and tunesmith is also a 
member of SAG. Authors League of 
America and for Dramatist 
Guild, besides being of ASCAP mem 
bership. 

It’s been made forceful to Bern- 
Stein east and the Metro studio 
bunch west that ‘a sitdown strike’ by 
‘ongsmiths and filmusical authors— 
specially with an imminent revival 
of screen musicals—might come to 
Pass if ASCAP’s interests in this 


battle with the broadcasters were 
prejudiced, 


P Paine Disappointed 

ohn G. Paine general manager 
; " ger 
oe ASCAP, was anxious last week 
A press-release for the Monday 
ee the fact that the Society and 
“etro renewed. Metro, although a 


week late in doin a 
contr & so, finally got its 


On Frida 


in th 


the 


al y (13 ), but the board balked 
the “J special aispensatiors to this, 
om One major holdout. (Sam Fox 
as € Only other firm of importance 

yet renewed; Edward B. Marks 


acts over to the ASCAP offices | 


Metro’s ASCAP Views 


Continued from page ! 


is that Max- | 


Metro, | 











further expedite Metro’s re- , Music Corp., of course, closed with 
Broadcast Music, Inc. for five years). | 


When the ASCAP board sessions 
started Thursday (12), Jack Robbins, 
representing the Feist, Miller and 
Robbins firms (Metro subsidiaries) 
was invited to leave the board room. 


Theory was that since Metro, 
technically, hadn’t as yet renewed, 
it might be impolitic to have him 
present while the board was master- 
minding Metro’s demands for ‘spe- 
cial’ consideration: rumors of a 
‘consent decree,’ etc. 

















| ‘Libidolunes’ 





Fair’s Foreign Exhibits 
To Be Shown in Cleve. 


Clevelatid, Dec. 17. 

Cultural shown by 22 
foreign countries at the New York 
World's Fair will 
for a 15-day 
tion, Jan. 4-19. 

Valued at $2,000,000, the exhibits 
will feature the ‘original’ Magna 
Charta from England, with two Scot- 
land Yard dicks on hand as body- 
guards. Mayor LaGuardia of New 
York and Mayor Harold Burton of 
Cleveland sold idea of expo to group 
of civic leaders, headed by William 
G. Mather, who are underwriting it 
for $30,000. After run here at 35c 
top, with Miskell and Sutton hand- 
| ling promotion, show will be broken 


exhibits 
be” shipped here 


international exposi- 





uum continued from page 3 





like a Benchley short subject, but 
on the square. 

Lee and his psycho consultants 
have set up eight categories of hu- 
mor: 

1. Ludicralune—based on the in- 
congruous or ridiculous. 

2. Ambilune—double entendre and 
innuendo, 


3. Libidolune—depends on _ fear, 
fright or shock. | 
4. Naivalune—based on  naivete 


and impractical or Rube Goldberg 
situations. 

5. Procrustalune—based on im- 
pending calamity, injury or harm to 
a person. 


6. Infantalune—childlish or Dumb 
Dora situations. 

7. Voluptalune—sexual, voluptulous 
or sensual situations. 


8. Sophistalune—sophisticated hu- 
mor; parody. 

A short set-to with a box that 
looks like a Tible model radio and 
some funny pictures determines an 
individual's classification. Around 
your hands are wrapped leather 
straps from which run wires to the 
box. Then different types of car- 
toons are placed in front of you and 
the technician watches how far each 
one causes a hand to swing on a 
dia] on the box. Type of pix which 
make the hand move most puts you 
in your class. 


Watson, who should know about 
such things, says there’s no mystery 
about it. It's simply ‘electro-dermal 
response.’ And, if you still don’t 
get it, Watson will go on to explain 
that any emotion—whether it’s be- 
cause you're lying like a Goebbels or 
guffawing at Bob Hope—causes 
glands in your hands to go to work. 
These glands set up a tiny electric 
current which the pyschometer 
builds up to enough strength to 
swing the needle. The more laugh- 
ter or the more lying the greater the 
current. It’s as simple as that. 











= ii; Finl Ries 
| Chaplin | 
bee  ONtinued from page lee , 
London because of bombings and 
vartime restrictions, any picture 1s 
bound to suffer from what normally 
is expected. However, indications 
are that ‘Dictator’ will draw sensa- 
tionally for protracted runs in Lon- 
don. 

Chaplin comedy was shown Lon 
don trade and daily paper critics 
last Wednesday night, generally be- 


ing rated as sufficiently newsworthy 
o push war off the front pages or 
(12). Not only did pres 

the film a break but 

office here pointed to 


' 
Thursday 
services 
United 


give 
Artists 


the unprecedented action of British 
Broadcasting Corp., government- 
operated, in broadcasting a 

to! review and news story on the 


In ; P 
rOaaca new 


production. BBC ha 
t on film five times. 


ana comme 

UA has n e a deal, via Teddy 
Carr, joint managing director 
England, whereby G t-B1 h 
and Odeon circuits will play the film 
simultaneously in all their theatres 


even including those situations where 
the chains are in opposition. These 


two chains also are allowing ABC 
circuit houses and independents to 
play the Chaplin comedy concur- 


rently if they want to. Odeon and 
G-B got 50-50 terms and extended 
playing time. ; 
Although somewhat similar circuit 
deals have been made on ‘Four 
Feathers’ and ‘Wuthering Heights’ 
in the past with G-B and Odeon 
chains, it’s the first time all booking 
barriers have been broken down. 


Iowa Fair Bd. Re-elects Mullen 
Des Moines, Dec. 17. 
J. P. Mullen of Fonda, Ia., re- 
elected prez of the Iowa state fair 
b Qa rd. 
F. E. Sheidon, Mount Ayr, renamed 
V.p. 


;up and European exhibits put into 
storage until the war ends. 


Mkee Biz Group 
Frowns on Fair 
Show's Promotion 


Milwaukee, Dec. 17. 
Interesting revelations as to how 
the promotors of indoor shows and 
|; exhibitions work, and where the 
money goes, were made here last 











/week when the showmen plugging | 


World’s Fair Highlights, to be put on 
in the Milwaukee Auditorium Jan. 
|4-12, got into a jam with the city’s 
| Better Business Bureau over the pro- 
|motion methods employed, The show 
|is being put on under ‘auspices’ of 

the Veterans of Foreign Wars for 
i the ostensible purpose of buying an 

iron lung for general hospital use in 
|this area (incidentally the iron lung 
costs only $1,650). Names of promi- 
inent citizens were sponsors, 
without authorization, and high pres- 
sure methods of telephone solicita- 
tion were used to promote the ad- 
vance sale of blocks of tickets. 
Better Business Bureau believes it 
unfair to boost the show as being put 


ised as 


on to purchase a $1,650 iron lung 
when the budget laid out contem- 


plates expenses of $21,500, distributed 
as follows: rent, $6,000; free shows, 
$6,000, organization expense, $2,500; 
publicity, $2,000; sundries, $1,500, 
and management, $3,500. 

If gross take exceeds $21,500, Al- 
mon Shaffer, of New York, general 
manager, gets 50% of the excess and 
the other 50% goes to the various 
Veterans of Foreign Wars posts, pro- 


rated according to the number of 
tickets they sell Shaffer's take is 
limited to $10.000. Tickets are sold 
to public spirited citizens in block 
of $24. $18. $12, $6—or less, if nec- 
essary Indi\ 1 ]adm sions are 15c 
if bought in advance, or 30c at the 
door This ticket gets the buyer in 


the free show, and then he 


dditional admis 


to see 
pays a special 
exhibits. a la carnival stvle, so about 


90c extra is required 


Sheridan’s Liv- 
Covers, the Deep Sea 
ole n' and the 





KeE I 

{ f pe al t ft 
Det t 

Play Rumpus 

Continued from page !} 
objections Shubert, wt Wi see- 
ing the show downstairs, went to the 
balcony to learn what it was all 
about. Woman just then shouted, 
‘Wait until I see Mr. Shubert.’ One 
report had it that someone took a 
poke at the manager. There was 
some shoving around but it was 


claimed no one was harmed. 
Group Theatre, 
‘Pleasure.’ decided the lines’ be 
changed to prevent further audience 
agitation. Shaw came on stage dur- 
ing the rumpus and explained that 
he ‘happened to be which 
rought on caustic remarks from the 


which produced 


Jewish,’ 


previewers, who were members of 
a Jewish organization. 


Charles Spivak down with grippe 
few days last week, keeping him off 
VV , cl 


Gien Isiand Stal 


Casino N XY., Dalit 


WHAT THEY THIN 


Strang’s Frank Tinney Memoir 
Cleveland. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Noticing that the Frank Tinney 
notices made no mention of one of 
the most important events of Frank 


Tinney’s professional career, I offer 
the following information based on 


hile 
r witn the 
Coliseum theatre, Cleveland, we 
plaved vaudeville booked by Keith's 
N. Y. office. A mixup in bookings 
occurred, leaving the Coliseum act- 
less for one week, and wanting 
the house “dark” for a week, we 
booked in Barlow's Minstrels, a 
small-time turkey playing a nearby 
town, figuring on transforming same 
into a variety show by supplement- 
ing it with some specialty 
staged by M. F. Trostler, a 
| dance creator 

| Immediately upon the Barlow 
{troupe’s arrival at the theatre Mon- 
day morning, instead of a rehearsal, 
Trostler ordered the Barlow Minstrel 
{troupe to go through their entire 
|show in street dress without make- 
fup, and rearranged their specialties 
with special entrys and exits as they 
proceeded with their. performance, 
finishing by using some of their min- 
strel first part into a sort of after- 
piece finale. Frank Tinney’s act 
was changed to do his monolog to 
his own piano accompaniment, and 


a personal experience. In 1906 v 
connected as asst. manage 


not 


acts 
local 


|played on the piano) and finish his 
act in “one.” 

After the opening matinee, Tin- 
ney called at the theatre-office, and 
pointing at a Coliseum program 
where he was billed as “Frank Tin- 
ney, Pianologist,” asked Mr. Trost- 
ler if he could use that billing for 
his act. He also remarked that hav- 
ing had a very discouraging experi- 
ence with the Barlow Minstrels, he 
fully intended to quit the stage and 
return to his home town to his job, 


after the Cleveland engagement, but | 


after the fine reception he got at the 
matinee changed h mind 
and he was now determined to con- 
tinue on the stage. 

Some years after, Tinney appeared 
in Cleveland featured in the mus 


opening 


cal comedy, ‘Tickle Me.’ and ntere 
view by a local newspaper reporter, 
in which he failed to mention any-e 


thing about his Barlow Minstrel Cole 


Ise n theatre experience in Clevee- 
land, which caused George Davis, 
editor of Clevelond Press, 
to write an article headlined, ‘Ask 
tim,’ in which Davis in the form of 
a questionnaire presented in detail 
the above-mentioned Frank Tinney’s 
Barlow Minstrels experience at 

Cleveland's Coliseum, now razed. 

A. P. Strang. 

A Note From Sir Pen 
Sydney. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Everybody I have met here seems 


to be glad that Franklin D. is in 
for a third term, although as a mat- 
ter of fact I lost a quid to your Mr. 


(Eric) Gorrick as I thought Willkie 
had a sporting chance. 

We all realize that the majority 
of folk in the United States are syvm- 
pathetic to the Allied cause and are 
thankful for their fleet roaming 
around the Pacific and more than 
grateful for the 50 destroyers and 
the other wonderful and vital as- 
sistance John Bull is getting from 
Uncle Sam. 

We are all full of pep, we are 
training and working for one end; 
that is victory for democracy, and 
the issue has never been in doubt 
here, and believe me it’s with mixed 
feelings we see the fiower of our 
vouth embark for service overseas. 
We know the road will be long and 
hard, but there—I must wave 
the flag too much or you'll be clos- 
ing the tabs on me. 

Sir Benjamin J. Fuller. 


not 
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by Erte, one of the most famed 
French theatrical designers, who is 
also known in this country. Music 


was by Antonia Matas, a Spaniard, 

whose tunes were popular in France. 
Commercial Hookups 

Show was tagged ‘Les Luxes de 

Paris’ (‘Parisian Luxuries’) and in- 

cluded among its sponsors—each of 

whom got a plug—top companies in 


the fields of dressmaking, hats, 
wines, laces, tourism, perfumes, 
lingerie, shoes and feathers. Idea 
was to tour it through France itself 
and then Belgiun Holland and 
whatever other countries were pos- 
sible, in order to keep people re- 


minded that the luxury industries gn 


which France was dependent for 
foreign trade were still active 
Of the receipts 10 were to go t 
French var relief, pli whateve! 
collected by the showgirls pa: 
( d ft b 
te T sion Sh A i lat 1 to t 
Tune 6 Nazi brought I nee 
( yitulatio 1st aA fev da after 
hat date 
Ta chnes of the T aque oO al | 
the method of the sp 
or plu r ent f f 
the verfume po: ) i . a 
panies were particip ,agp he 
g dressed ’ wn be nga re 
ery blar ce ton the a rf ¢ f} 
These femn € ¢ b oO 
the ave otnel t | a i one DY 
one were lifted y i f ed e] 
ator to the t f f 
' ; . 


A Strip That Went Awry 


Miss Warne a e of France’ 
« KNOW ¢ é le 

tar? re 1926, 1938 1 }29 , 

at e C r } ee 
» I ] 3) 

Tabs i" ) 
theatre I ¢ ‘ tne 
ABC (variety) the 1 P ‘ 
well as touring r | ‘ 
She’s best known in America. how- 
ever, for an incident hich led to 
the shuttering by the Paris gen- 


3agdad, at 
President of 
Increasing Popula- 
gag) ct 
she was dancing nude 


darmerie of the Club 


which 





she was 
the Society for 
tion of France 
plained that 
She denied it, adm 
tarily appeared in a dance in 
lace bra and panties, nothing unique 
in Paris. Affair resulted in 
tions, however, of a 
charges 
spot which caused 


tarnine 
erping 


(it's no mm- 


itted she momen- 


slave 


revela- 
other 
operator of the 
the crackdown 


string of 


the 


against 


Sensation was considerably greater 
in the U. S. than in Par as a re- 
sult, Miss Warner d ired 
Femme was terping at the Hol 
if +o ona ‘r a | 


Joan Warner Re-stages Revue 
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when she was {f{nked for an 
ance at the Bal Tabarin in Paris, 
which started her success abroad, 
She starred in a feature and a short 


appear 


in Paris, as well as working in ree 
vues Film was ‘Cinderella,’ proe 
duced by Pierre Caron and with 
dances by Harry Pilcer. 

Something over a year ago Miss 
Warner married a millionaire Paris 


broker. He accompanied her to the 
U. S. and is going into business in 
this country, having rescued a miner 
part of his.fortune due to the fact 
that he did business with New York 
brokerage houses and had funds on 
deposit here. Between locating each 
other after her husband was released 








from the Army, following France's 

fall, getting visas and arranging 

transportation, it took the couple 

f June 14 until last week to get 
t t ( nmtry 

Central Agency | 

bo 
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lode i e ( plan 
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t be kept i editors, 

a general rec me tion or nix 

n’t be a great hel; Fach of 

the companies also has ins here 

and there by which it more or less 


secretly ‘scoops’ competition by see. 
ing a book or story before the oth- 
ers, 

Another move having to do with 
sales of books to films is being talked 
of by publishers. Latter are in the 
early stages of seeking a standard 
pact guaranteeing them a set per- 
centage of the film sale As it is 
now, publishers contracts with au- 


Val ome getting as high as 
50°, of the film money while : 


Aver 


oY »+ +) n 
a V ‘ notning 


e pubs is 10%. 
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ARTISTS BOOKING BUREAU. INC, AGENCY 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING, TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK, N Y 





CHICKERING 
4.7040 
 —— 












VARIETY Said— 
(Issue Dec. 11, 1940) 


“...a satisfying and 





Cecember 16,1940 







saleable stage group.” 






lr. Ray Herbeck 
Paramount Theatre 
New York, N.Y. 








Dear Rays 






Very glad to advise that both Bob Weitman and 

I are happy with the entertainment aualities 

of your band as well as the business done dur- 
ing your two weeks’ engagement at the Paramount 
Theatre. 









Trust we have the pleasure of playing you again 


in the near future. 
Sin ly. 
on 





Sindest regards. 


















(i 


HERBECK 


And His Music With Romance 


Featuring - Betty Benson-Benny Stabler-Ray Olson 
George Van-Guy McComas And The Glee Club 




















Just Completed two engagement starting Jan- Jusi—concluded a six 

smashing weeks at the uary 3—WLW-NBC, months engagement in 

Paramount Theatre, New the New York City terri- 

: York. Then—to one of Chicago’s _ tory at the Log Cabin in 
brightest and smartest Armonk, Westchester 

















Opening December 30 hotels—the Edgewater County—CBS and Mutual 
ai the State in Hartford Beach—to fulfill his third Network broadcasts. 
for 3 days, return engagement— 
starting January 18 and - And—exclusively record- 
Then—opening at the Bev- extending through Febru- ing for Okeh-Vocalion 
erly Hills Country Club in ary 14—WENR-WMAQ- — Records with over a hun- 
Cincinnati for a two-week — NBC. dred already released. 
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